RESOLUTION NO. _____ - 2018
RESOLUTION TO CONDUCT COUNTYWIDE ADVISORY REFERENDUM PROMOTED BY UNITED TO AMEND ON RECOMMENDING A CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ON “WHETHER CORPORATIONS ARE PEOPLE WITH CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS” AND “WHETHER MONEY IS SPEECH”

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Sauk County Board of Supervisors, met in regular session, authorizes the following countywide advisory referendum be placed on the November 6, 2018, ballot:  

The questions will appear on the ballot as follows:  

1. Should the Constitution of the United States of America be amended to state:

Only human beings are endowed with constitutional rights – not corporations, union, nonprofits or other artificial entities.
A “yes” vote indicates you agree with amending the Constitution.
A “no” vote indicates you disagree with amending the Constitution.
2. Should the Constitution of the United States of America be amended to state:


Money is not speech, and therefore regulating political contributions and spending is not equivalent to limiting speech.
A “yes” vote indicates you agree with amending the Constitution.

A “no” vote indicates you disagree with amending the Constitution.
For consideration by the Sauk County Board of Supervisors on May 15, 2018.

Respectfully submitted,
EXECUTIVE & LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

__________________________________
__________________________________

PETER VEDRO, Chairperson
WILLIAM HAMBRECHT
__________________________________

___________________________________

WALLY CZUPRYNKO
WILLIAM WENZEL
__________________________________

THOMAS KRIEGL
Fiscal Impact: [  ] None   [  ] Budgeted Expenditure    [  ] Not Budgeted 








Background:    Government of, by, and for the people has long been a cherished American value, and free and fair elections are essential to democracy and effective self-governance.  United States Supreme Court decisions have altered campaign finance so as to deny people the exercise of self-governance.   In Buckley v. Valeo, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that political spending is protected by the First Amendment right to free speech.  In Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that corporate political spending is protected, holding that corporations have a First Amendment right to free speech.  





In order to determine whether the people of Sauk County support constitutional amendments to reclaim democracy by stating that only humans have constitutional rights, and that money is not speech,  the County Board will conduct a countywide advisory referendum, pursuant to Wis. Stat. 59.52(25), in the Fall Election on November 6, 2018.








