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We know from field studies and simulations using a 
rainfall simulator, that leaving the land covered in 
growing vegetation at all times during the growing 
season and keeping living root systems in our soil is 
beneficial to its overall health. These practices         
encourage infiltration, which reduces the volume of 
runoff. It has been stated that we have a runoff   
problem, but really we have an “infiltration problem.” 
Due to the health of the soil, our lands cannot absorb 
and use the water that falls. Our soils are increasingly 
devoid of life and suffer from excessive compaction. 
The good news is these problems can be remedied. 
This is accomplished by the following four principles 
for soil health. They are: 
 

 1. Keep living roots in the soil at all times. 
 2. Keep the soil covered. 
 3. Maximize biodiversity. 
 4. Minimize disturbance.  
 

One practice that  meets all of these soil health     
principles is Managed Intensive Rotational Grazing. 
Rotational grazing involves moving animals through 
a pasture in a controlled manner followed by a long 
rest period to the pasture before bringing the animals 
back. This simulates the bison herds that once 
roamed the area. This practice is beneficial to more 
than just the soil and the animals grazing it. Habitat 
is created for our ever-shrinking population of       
pollinators as well as for grassland birds such as 
meadowlarks, bobolinks, savannah sparrows and   
upland sandpipers, among many others.  
 

Sauk County has been promoting rotational grazing 
to help combat runoff pollution such as sediment, 
nutrients and chemicals for the past 30 years, with an 
average of 5-20 acres per year converted into          
rotational grazing. The program was slow to take 
hold in Sauk County for a number of reasons. Given 
the commodity prices among other factors, however, 
in recent years things have started to change as more 
and more farms are trying rotational grazing and  
taking a serious look at the health of their soils. Last 
year, producers worked with county and federal staff 
to convert approximately 600 acres, with another 

1000 acres projected this year as interest continues 
to grow. With a push from consumers for pasture 
raised animals, growing concerns regarding            
environmental issues, and a decline in the             
commodity prices, more farmers are looking to      
rotational grazing as a form of sustainable income. 
 

Our county employees work closely with producers to 
set realistic goals, write grazing plans, administer 
cost-sharing, provide on-going support and host field 
days on various farms throughout the county. In 
2017, county staff began running enterprise budgets 
with producers to determine the financial feasibility 
of managed rotational grazing 
 

Rotational grazing is nothing new. The practice has 
been around for centuries, it mimics the herds that 
used to roam across the landscape. The difference is 
that the practice and methods have advanced         
significantly in the past 20 years.  
 

Contact us at (608) 355-3245 if you are interested in 
trying out rotational grazing on your own property. 
We can help run through scenarios using enterprise 
budgeting software specific to your farm. We also 
provide technical assistance on setting up the system. 
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Sign Up Now for Conservation Programs 
  

M ost conservation programs are open for signup anytime throughout the year, and there is no time 
like the present!  When the crops are off the field, staff can see the land and better assess what is 

needed.  Staff can also help you determine which program best meets your needs.  Applications are 
scored as they are received and funding is applied to the highest-ranking projects until funding runs    
out.  Here are some of the available programs to consider: 
 
Technical and Financial Assistance is available to landowners to install conservation practices to 
reduce soil erosion, protect water quality, and conserve the natural resources of Sauk County. 
Landowners who are interested in obtaining cost-sharing to install a conservation practice on their land 
should submit an application to the CPZ office. Applications are ranked according to practice cost, 
priority areas, and environmental benefit.  If approved, landowners can receive up to 70% cost-sharing 
to install conservation practices including stream crossings, streambank stabilization, and grassed 
waterways. Applications can be found here at www.co.sauk.wi.us.  
  
Nutrient Management Program assists landowners with the development of plans that address the 
proper application of fertilizers and animal waste to crop fields and pasture land.  Eligible costs include 
soil sampling tests and plan development by a qualified consultant.  
 
Baraboo River Watershed Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) is a special 
pool of funding for the Baraboo River Watershed in Sauk and Juneau Counties. Technical and financial 
assistance is available to install conservation practices that prevent soil erosion and reduce agricultural 
runoff to ground and surface waters. Eligible practices include rotational grazing infrastructure, cover 
crops, and streambank stabilization. 

 
Please call the CPZ Department at (608) 355-3245 to discuss the conservation needs for your property. 

Cover Crop “Try Before You Buy” Tool 
 

The Cover Crop Economic Decision Support Tool, launched by NRCS, allows farmers to try different cover 
crop scenarios and then view the costs and benefits, short-term and long-term.  The tool and a             
demonstration on-demand webinar can be found here: http://www.conservationwebinars.net/webinars/
cover-crop-economics-decision-support-tool 
 
Or, come in to Sauk County CPZ and we’ll walk you through the tool using your own farm data.  Contact 
Melissa Keenan at (608) 355-4838 or melissa.keenan@saukcountywi.gov. 

We’re on Facebook! 

Follow us on Facebook and 
stay up-to-date on events, 
deadlines, articles, videos, and 
more!   
 
Search @sauk.cpz then “like.”  

https://www.co.sauk.wi.us/landconservation/lwrm-cost-share-assistance


Page 3 

RCPP Update  
 

 

Sauk County CPZ is in the process of finalizing plans for a second Regional Conservation Partnership          
Program (RCPP). This RCPP is a continuation of an existing USDA-NRCS program aimed at reducing          
nutrient and sediment loss from agriculture in the Baraboo River Watershed. Once the project agreement is 
finalized with USDA-NRCS, approximately $858,400 in direct financial assistance will be available for       
producers in the Baraboo River Watershed of Sauk and Juneau counties to install conservation practices. 
 
A wide variety of USDA-NRCS conservation practices  have already been implemented  as part of the first 
phase of the program that began in 2015. These practices have helped reduce excess sediment and nutrients 
from eventually reaching the already polluted Baraboo River. The current NRCS cost-share rates for some of 
the most popular conservation practices are listed below, however, there are many more practices that can be 
installed under this new program.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Applications are currently being accepted for potential RCPP funding in 2019. The application 
sign-up deadline is October 19, 2018. To learn more about eligible practices, payment rates, and program 
deadlines, please contact Gus Johnson at (608) 355-4839 or e-mail at gus.johnson@saukcountywi.gov 

Cover Crop – Single Species $63.80 per acre 

Cover Crop – Multiple Species $74.52 per acre 

Prescribed Grazing $21.75 – $52.73 per acre 

Streambank and Shoreline Protection $16.17 - $31.61 per foot 

Fence $0.64 – $1.37 per foot 

Livestock Pipeline $0.83 per foot 

Grassed Waterway $3.64 – $7.92 per foot 

Stream Crossing $1.40 per square foot 

Have you seen the Sauk County Rainfall Simulator yet? 
The trailer was recently wrapped so now you can’t miss 
it driving down the highway or out in a farm field on a 
field day! The rainfall simulator demonstrates how an 
intense rainfall event impacts different land uses. The 
soil pans come from Sauk County farm fields and     
represent no-till, cover crops, conventional till,          
rotationally grazed pasture, and overgrazed/
unmanaged pasture. The results are eye-opening! 
Come see for yourself at our next field day!  
(See page 8.) 
 
Want to see how well your farm fields will hold up to 
the same intense rainfall event? Contact our office at 
(608) 355-4838 about a soil health assessment on your 
farm! 

New Look  For the Rainfall Simulator 

mailto:gus.johnson@saukcountywi.gov


Page 4 

   Assistance is Only a Phone Call Away! 

Nutrient Management Plan Writing Assistance: Our staff can help you write or update your 
nutrient management plan. If you have taken the NMFE class in the past, CPZ staff can assist you with 
updating your nutrient management plan.  Call Melissa Keenan or Brian Sadler at (608) 355-3245 to set 
up an appointment. 

Soil Health Assessment:  Is your soil healthy enough to withstand a four-inch rain event?  CPZ staff 
are available to complete free soil health assessments on farms.  Staff will determine how well your soil 
can absorb water, using compaction and infiltration tests. A slake test will also be completed to 
determine your soil’s vulnerability to runoff and erosion.  Healthy soils not only resist erosion during 
heavy rain events but are also more productive.  Please contact CPZ at (608) 355-3245, if you would like 
a soil health assessment completed on your farm. 

Manure Spreader Calibration:  Do you know how much you’re spreading? If you spread manure 

and don’t know your rate, staff from the Conservation, Planning, and Zoning office can calibrate your 

spreader so you know what you’re spreading. Contact Melissa Keenan or Brian Sadler at  

(608) 355-3245 to schedule a manure spreader calibration. 

Soil sampling: Spring is a great time to take soil samples on your farm. Soil samples will help you 

identify where lime applications should occur and is the basis for your nutrient management plan. Soil 

augers and soil sample bags are available at the Conservation, Planning, and Zoning office. Contact 

Melissa Keenan at (608) 355-4838, if you need to reserve an auger or bags. 

Read Your Newsletter Online!  
 

W ould you prefer to read the Conservation Chronicle online?  Please e-mail us at 
conservation@saukcountywi.gov if you would like to receive an email notifying 

you when the newsletter is available for viewing at www.co.sauk.wi.us. This will help 
us reduce postage costs as well as the amount of paper generated! If you know of 
someone who would enjoy receiving this newsletter, please let us know! 
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No-Till Drill Rental 
 
If you would like to try no-till but don’t want to invest in a new planter yet, here is a list of sources with drills. 

Consumer’s Coop 
Richland Center 
608-647-8894 
 
Dale Lichte 
Loganville 
608-393-8407 
 

John Eness 
Eness Ag Express 
608-386-9710 
 
McFarlanes’ Implement 
780 Carolina St. 
Sauk City, WI  53583 
608-643-3321 

Midwestern Bio-Ag  
Blue Mounds 
608-437-4441 

https://www.co.sauk.wi.us/landconservation
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Meet the New Employees 

I have recently joined Sauk County as the new Education 
Coordinator following a year of service with AmeriCorps 
and Washington Service Corps as a Natural Resource   
Education Coordinator with Cascadia Conservation     
District. Prior to this experience, I finished my B.S. in   
Geography and Spanish with minors in Environmental 
and International Studies at the University of Wisconsin 
La Crosse. I have a background in agriculture, growing up 
on our family farm outside of Baraboo. I live for coffee, 
travel, backpacking, hiking, and anything outdoors. You 
can find me out on the trails or helping out at the farmer’s 
markets on the weekends. I am excited to be working with 
Sauk County. Contact me for questions on programs such 

as Clean Sweep, Ag  Plastics Recycling, or if you have ideas on articles for our newsletter.  
Phone:  (608) 355-4842  Email: justine.bula@saukcountywi.gov 

Justine Bula 

Will Christensen 

My career with Sauk County started in 2006 as an intern with the Planning 
and Zoning Department. I assisted writing comprehensive plans for some of 
the towns in the county. The internship helped me get my Bachelor’s degree 
in Land Use Planning at UW Stevens Point. I also minored in soil science.  
After completing my degree, my wife and I moved to Baraboo as she had 
accepted a job here as a speech therapist. Shortly after, I received an LTE 
position with the Sauk County Planning and Zoning Department assisting 
with the implementation and updating of their electronic permitting/
documents system. Since then, I have been employed at Menards, managing 
several departments. I was excited when I found out recently that I was 
hired back as a Zoning and Soil Technician for the Conservation, Planning, 
and Zoning Department! 
 

I grew up in Waupaca, Wisconsin and have always loved fishing, hunting, swimming, hiking, biking, 

and basically anything outdoors! I reside in Baraboo with my wife (Maggie), daughter (Annie- 6 years 
old), and son (Logan- 3 years old). I am looking forward to my future work with Sauk County! 

Nutrient Management Courses  

Sauk County will be offering classes for producers 
who want to become qualified to write their own 
nutrient management plan. This class is designed 
to provide farmers with a broad understanding of 
nutrient management regulations, water quality 
concerns, and the financial benefits of managing 
farm nutrients. A class for first time participants 
will be offered on December 12 from 10 am until 3 pm. A refresher course for past participants will 
be offered on December 19 from 10 am until 3 pm. Both classes will be held the Reedsburg      
Madison College Campus. The classes are FREE, however, space is limited and participants must      
register by November 30.  To register for the class, contact Brian Sadler at (608) 355-4841 



WI Land + Water, DATCP Recognize             
Conservation Farm Family of the Year at the 

2018 Conservation Observance Day 

LOGANVILLE – WI Land+Water, the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer        
Protection (DATCP), and Sauk County Department of Conservation, Planning and Zoning (CPZ) recognized 
the Yanke family and Echo-Y Farms for their innovative conservation practices and outstanding land      
stewardship at the 2018 Conservation        
Observance Day, held at Echo-Y Farms in 
Loganville on August 17. The public event 
showcased the Yanke family’s conservation 
practices and acknowledged the significant 
contributions Echo-Y Farms has made for 
generations of conservation farming in their 
community and across Wisconsin. 

“Conservation Observance Day is a moment 
to applaud the tremendous efforts and       
accomplishments of a farming operation that 
shows environmental stewardship and        
agriculture go hand-in-hand,” said WI 
Land+Water Executive Director Matt     
Krueger. “The farming techniques employed 
by the Yanke family, which not only act in 
harmony with nature, but in fact enhance the 
health of the ecological community, serves as 
a model for the future of agriculture in     
Wisconsin. The Yankes’ tireless                    
improvements to their operation and their products are an inspiration for the rest of us.” 

“DATCP is pleased to partner with WI Land+Water to highlight the important work being done to protect 
our soil and water and to recognize the successful efforts of farm families like the Yankes’ for their            
commitment to implementing sound conservation practices,” said DATCP Secretary Sheila Harsdorf, who 

attended the event. “Conservation Observance Day 
is not only an important opportunity for farmers to 
see first-hand best practices, but also to 
acknowledge our state’s commitment to agriculture 
and preservation.” 

Attended by conservationists and farmers from 
across Wisconsin, the event included a cover crop/
soil health tour and a rotational grazing tour led by 
the Yanke family, breakfast and lunch, as well as 
soil health and farm equipment demonstrations. 
Sauk County CPZ worked closely with the Yankes to 
organize and host the event. “Sauk County was 
honored to nominate the Yanke family for          

Conservation Farm Family of the Year and host    
Conservation Observance Day,” said Sauk County 
CPZ Resource Conservationist Melissa Keenan. “The 
Yankes are innovative farmers who are working hard 

to build resilient soils that can withstand extreme weather events and help keep farmland productive and 
sustainable. Just like today, they gladly share their experiences with other by hosting field days, pasture 
walks, and workshops on their farm.”         
             (continued on next page) 

The Yanke Family 
 Back row (left to right): Victoria, Darren, Doug, Derek  

Front row (left to right): Shannon, Jeanette, Russell 

Darren Yanke moves the herd of  bred Holstein 
heifers over to a new paddock on the rotational 

grazing  tour. 
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(cont. from pg. 6) 
 

In addition to their responsible crop management, the Yanke family also rotationally graze Holstein heifers 
and a low-line angus beef herd. By intensively managing their pastures, they are able to graze their cattle as 
late as February without providing supplemental feed. Incredibly, this also allows the operation to keep the 
cattle outdoors year-round, resulting in a completely pasture-raised environment for the animals’ entire 
lifespan. 

Thank you to the all the volunteers and guest speakers, including representatives from USDA-NRCS, that 
helped make this event possible. For more information about the event, visit Sauk County CPZ’s 
www.co.sauk.wi.us. 
 

-Elliot Meyer, WI Land + Water 

Paul and Cathy 
Grosskrueger are part of 
a number of property 
owners around Sauk 
County who have decided 
to add solar to their  
properties this year. “We 
had been thinking about 
going Solar for a while 
and more seriously the 
last year,” said Paul 
Grosskrueger. “ When we heard about the push in 
Sauk County we went to a Solar Power Hour seminar 
at Jay’s in Reedsburg.” Thanks in part to the 
Grosskruegers’ participation, the program surpassed 
its goal of adding 200 kilowatts (kW) of solar around 
the county more than twice over. The program 
achieved a total capacity of 448 kW on 67 properties.  
 
The program, which began in March and ended in 
July, allowed individual home, farm, and commercial 
property owners to access lower prices for solar      
installations through the power of volume               
purchasing. As such, at each interval of 50, 125, and 
200 kW of solar capacity that the program              
participants collectively achieved, the price of solar 
was reduced.  
  
“The folks at Eagle Point Solar and the Sauk County     
solar buy and installation program were exactly what 
we needed to finally decide to add solar panels,” said 
Ralph and Deb Nyquist of Baraboo. “Thank you Eagle 
Point Solar and Sauk County for the great work.”  
 
“We liked what we heard and decided to get a system 
installed,” said Grosskrueger. “ We chose All Sky     
Energy from Baraboo as they are local and we are 
happy we did. The installation went smoothly and 

ahead of their projected 
date. The panels are     
producing what we        
expected and we are glad 
we did it.” 
  
“Going solar was always a 
dream of ours, but sifting 
through a myriad of    
websites and searching for 
installers was               

overwhelming,” said Ingrid Wadsworth, another   
participant in Solar Sauk County. “This program 
changed all of that. Starting with the initial              
orientation session, we were able to have our        
questions answered and choose from a group of     
vetted and extremely well-qualified experts.” Through 
a competitive selection process, program organizers 
selected Dubuque-based Eagle Point Solar and    
Baraboo-based All Sky Energy as the solar installers 
for Solar Sauk County. 
  
“We are very pleased with our participation in the 
Sauk County solar purchase group buy program,” said 
Jack and Ann Burton. “Eagle Solar did an excellent 
job from start to finish getting our system online.”  
 
“This is one of the best decisions we’ve made and 
soon our home and farm will be sun-powered.” said 
Wadsworth.  
 
“Sauk County is working to achieve the goal of          
assisting our residents to become a more sustainable 
community with a reduced dependence on fossil fuel 
and decreased reliance on the wasteful use of scarce 
metals and minerals,” said Justine Bula, Education 
Coordinator for Sauk County CPZ.  

Solar Sauk County Program Helps Property 
Owners Produce Their Own Energy 

(continued on next page) 

https://www.co.sauk.wi.us/cpz


Cover Crop Field Days 
 
If you were unable to make it to the Conservation Observation Day cover 
crop presentation at the Yanke farm or want to learn more about cover 
crops and their potential on your farm, check out some of the upcoming 
field day events for Sauk County. Cover Crops help prevent erosion,          
improve nutrient cycling, reduce weed pressure, and improve water holding 
capacity. Come and hear firsthand from farmers in the area who have 
planted and are experimenting with cover crops on their fields. 

 
October 2  

9 am –11 am 
Roger Bindl Farm 

S10620 Weidner Rd, Spring Green 
(Just south of Plain) 

 
October 4  

9 am—11 am 
Bula’s Pleasant Valley Farm 

S4515 Scenic Rd, Baraboo  
(Just north of North Freedom) 

 
Hosted by Sauk County CPZ. For more information     
contact Justine Bula at justine.bula@saukcountywi.gov 
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“We are excited to see the positive impact this  program has had, helping to make this goal a reality. The      
interest and initiative that has been shown by our county residents in moving towards sustainable renewable 
solar energy and away from fossil fuels is inspiring.” 
 
In total, the solar arrays will produce 490,987 kilowatt hours (kWh) in their first year of operation, saving the 
average participating property owner $1,042 on electricity bills in the first year alone. The environmental   
benefits are significant as well, avoiding a total of over 399,000 lbs of coal being burned in the first year of   
operation.  
 
Between March and June, the Midwest Renewable Energy Association (MREA) provided free, public, one-
hour long educational sessions called Solar Power Hours all over Sauk County for prospective participants to 
learn how solar energy works and to answer questions. The program’s website, SolarSaukCounty.com,         
includes a sign up form that area residents can fill out for an estimate, or to receive general program updates 
and Solar Power Hour announcements. 
 
Sauk County, UW-Extension, Sauk Area Climate Awareness and Action (SACAA), Spring Green Area Chamber 
of Commerce, and The Social District are supporting the bulk solar group purchase program for residents and 
businesses in Sauk County and Iowa County.  
 
The program is administered by the MREA at no cost to the county. This type of program has been successful 
in other jurisdictions in Wisconsin, Illinois, and Iowa, and as seen in neighboring Iowa County as well as   
Milwaukee, Cedar Rapids, Urbana-Champaign, Bloomington-Normal, and elsewhere. 
 
The MREA was incorporated as a 501(c)3 nonprofit shortly after the first Energy Fair in 1990. MREA’s       
mission is to promote renewable energy, energy efficiency, and sustainable living through education and 
demonstration. To learn more, call 715-592-6595 or visit www.midwestrenew.org. 
  

-Peter Murphy, MREA 

https://www.growsolar.org/solar-sauk-county/#breadcrumbs
https://www.theenergyfair.org/
https://www.midwestrenew.org/
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 Sauk County Clean Sweep 
Saturday, September 29, 2018, 8:30 –Noon 

E8795 Evergreen Lane, Baraboo 
(Location of former Sauk County landfill) 

 

Items accepted at no charge include pesticides, cleaners, paint, batteries, light bulbs, motor 
oil, and a wide variety of electronics.  For more information or a list of alternative disposal   

options, call (608) 355-3245; email conservation@saukcountywi.gov or visit 
www.co.sauk.wi.us/cpz 

 
 
 

Resource Solutions will accept the following  
 items  at Clean Sweep:  

 
No Charge for: CPUs, Computer Printers, Speakers, 

Scanners, Fax Machines, Vacuum Cleaners, Phones,      
Laptops, Record Players, Tape Players, CD Players, 
IPods, VCRs, DVD Players, Beta Tape Players,         
Electrical Saws, Drills, Calculators, Paper Shredders, 
Coffee   Machines, Heaters, Game Systems, Sewing 
Machines, Electronic Toys, Most Household          
Electronics 
 

Fees for Appliances and Electronics  
$10 - Hard Drive Removal and Destruction 
$15 - Microwaves, Treadmills, Large Copy Machines 
$20 - Small AC Units, mini fridges, dehumidifiers 
$25 - Stoves, washers, dryers, dishwashers, large copy 
machines, lawn mowers (oil/gas drained, tires            
removed) , hot water heaters 
$35 - Refrigerators & Large Freezers 
$20 - All monitors, CRT & flat screen 
$20 - CRT/Flat Screen TVs 29”and under 
$40 - CRT/Flat Screen TVs-30”- 49” 
$60 - CRT/Flat Screen TVs - 50” and up, projection 
wooden console 
 

Payment may be made with cash, credit or 
check payable to Resource Solutions. 

 
Contact Resource Solutions at (608) 244-5451           

regarding items not included on this list. 

Tire Fees 
 Car and light truck tires       $3 
 Car and light truck tires w/rims    $5 
 Ag and semi tires       $13 
 Ag and semi tires w/rims   $25 
 <13” tires           $1 
 <13” w/ rims          $3 
 

Accepting CASH or CHECK payable to  
Sauk County Treasurer. 

Small businesses and agricultural producers must    
pre-register by September 21 by contacting Sauk 

County directly at (608) 355-3245. 

What is Not Accepted: 
 Pharmaceuticals, IVs, needles 

 Explosives, detonators, blasting caps 

 Radioactive materials including smoke 
alarms 

 Infectious and biological waste 

 Compressed gas cylinders 

 Recyclables, yard and household waste 

 Asbestos 

 Demolition materials 

 Mattresses 

 Furniture 
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Where is This? 

Last issue’s picture is of an old car located on the     
corner of Herritz Rd and County Road S outside of 
Reedsburg at an abandoned farm house. 

If you recognize where this is located, send us your 
answer along with your name, address, and phone 
number by November 16 to the following address:  
Sauk County CPZ, 505 Broadway,  Suite 248,      
Baraboo, WI 53913.  One winner will be drawn from 
the correct answers and will receive a Farm & Fleet 
gift card.  

Farm Service Agency Stands Ready to    
Assist Agricultural Producers Slammed 

by Recent Heavy Rains  
FSA offers disaster assistance and low-interest loan programs to assist agricultural producers in their 
recovery efforts following floods or similar qualifying natural disasters. 
 
Available programs and loans include:  
Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - Provides financial assistance to     
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur due to 
natural disasters (includes native grass for grazing). Eligible producers must have purchased NAP     
coverage for 2018 crops. 
 
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - Offers payments to eligible producers for livestock 
death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather. Eligible losses may include those             
determined by FSA to have been caused by hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, tropical storms,    
tornadoes lightning, extreme heat, and extreme cold. Producers will be required to provide verifiable 
documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a   
notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. 
                     (continued on next page)  
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Tree Assistance Program (TAP) – Provides    
assistance to eligible orchardists and nursery tree 
growers for qualifying tree, shrub and vine losses due 
to natural disaster.  
 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock,  
Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish        
Program (ELAP) - Provides emergency relief for 
losses due to feed or water shortages, disease,        
adverse weather or other conditions which are not 
adequately addressed by other disaster programs. 
ELAP covers physically damaged or destroyed      
livestock feed that was purchased or mechanically 
harvested forage or feedstuffs intended for use as 
feed for the producer's eligible livestock. In order to 
be considered eligible, harvested forage must be 
baled; forage that is only cut, raked or windrowed is 
not eligible. Producers must submit a notice of loss to 
their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of 
when the loss is apparent. ELAP also covers up to 150 
lost grazing days in instances when a producer has 
been forced to remove livestock from a grazing      
pasture due to floodwaters. For beekeepers, ELAP 
covers beehive losses (the physical structure) in     
instances where the hive has been destroyed by a   
natural disaster including flooding, high winds and 
tornadoes. 

 
Emergency Loan Program – Available to         
producers with agriculture operations located in a 
county under a primary or contiguous Secretarial 
Disaster designation. These low interest loans help 
producers recover from production and physical     
losses due to drought, flooding. 
 

Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - 
Provides emergency funding for farmers and      
ranchers to rehabilitate land severely damaged by 
natural disasters; includes fence loss.  

 
HayNet - Is an Internet-based Hay and Grazing 
Net Ad Service allowing farmers and ranchers to 
share 'Need Hay' ads and 'Have Hay' ads online. 
Farmers also can use another feature to post          
advertisements for grazing land, specifically ads    
announcing the availability of grazing land or ads 
requesting a need for land to graze. 
www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet. 
 
To establish or retain FSA program eligibility,     
farmers and ranchers must report prevented planting 
and failed acres (crops and grasses). Prevented  
planting acreage must be reported on form FSA-576, 
Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after 
the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk 
Management Agency (RMA). 
 
USDA Announces Details of Assistance 
for Farmers Impacted by Unjustified      
Retaliation  
 
USDA is taking action to assist farmers in response 
to trade damage from unjustified retaliation by      
foreign nations. As announced last month, USDA will 
authorize up to $12 billion in programs, consistent 
with our World Trade Organization obligations. 
These programs will assist agricultural producers to 
meet the costs of disrupted markets: 
 • USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA) will         
 administer the Market Facilitation Program 
 (MFP) to provide payments to corn, cotton, 
 dairy, hog, sorghum, soybean, and wheat      
 producers starting Sept. 4, 2018. An                  
 announcement about further  payments will be 
 made in the coming months, if warranted. 
 
The Market Facilitation Program is established under 
the statutory authority of the Commodity Credit   
Corporation (CCC) and administered by FSA. For 
each commodity covered, the payment rate will be 
dependent upon the severity of the trade disruption 
and the period of adjustment to new trade patterns, 
based on each producer's actual production. 
 
Interested producers can apply after harvest is 100 
percent complete and they can report their total 2018 
production. Beginning Sept. 4 of this year, Market 
Facilitation Program applications will be available 
online at www.farmers.gov/mfp. Producers will also 
be able to submit their applications in person, by 
email, fax or by mail. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet
http://www.farmers.gov/mfp
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CREP pays landowners to install filter strips along waterways or to return continually flooded fields to wet-
lands while leaving the remainder of the adjacent land in agricultural production. Thousands of Wisconsin  
landowners have enrolled land in one of two enrollment options: 15-Year Agreement or Perpetual Easement. 
Currently, there are about 36 easements and 119 agreements enrolling 1800+ acres into CREP in Sauk  
County. 
 
What land is eligible for CREP? 
 
Eligible land must be located in one of about 50 designated CREP counties, have a history of crop or pasture 

land, and be located within 150 feet of a ditch, stream, lake, or wetland. The typical CREP site consists of 

buffers ranging from 30 to 150 feet wide along a stream. 

What are the eligible conservation practices? 

There are many different conservation practice options through the 

CREP program. The practice installed on a property depends on 

both site factors and desires of the landowner. Conservation       

practices include filter strips, riparian buffers, grassed waterways, 

wetland restorations, marginal pastureland habitat buffers,  

permanent introduced grasses, permanent native grasses, grass 

prairie ecosystem restorations, and established legumes and grass. 

 

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 
(CREP) 

For more information, please contact Serge Koenig at (608) 355-4837 or serge.koenig@saukcountywi.gov. 


