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UNDERSTANDING 
YOUR 

FARMLAND’S 
VALUE BY 

UNDERSTANDING 
YOUR SOIL

Melissa Schlupp, Conservation 
Manager

Sauk County Land Resources 
and Environment Department

Farmland Value is Based on Soil Value

Soil Type

• Sand
• Silt
• Loam

Soil 
Productivity

• High/ Low 
Yield 
Potential

Soil 
Limitations

• Drained
• Irrigated
• Highly 

Erodible
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Tools to determine my soil’s 
value
Web Soil Survey

Soil Sampling & Analysis

Web Soil Survey

Create a soil map of your farm

Identify soil types

Determine erodibility

Learn about cropland productivity

Understand farmland classification 

Explore drainage classifications

https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm
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Soil Sampling & Analysis

Completed every 4 years

1 sample per 5 acres

Costs $8-15/sample

6 Wisconsin certified labs

Soil Sampling & 
Analysis

Macro Nutrients - NPK

pH & Organic Matter

Optional: Micro Nutrients

Fertilizer Recommendations

Soil Test Interpretation/Fertility
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Local Resources

• UW-Madison Division  of Extension

• Land Conservation  Departments  (County)

• Natural Resources  Conservation  Service 
(Federal)

• Farm Service Agency (Federal)

Photo: Wisconsin NRCS

THANK YOU!

QUESTIONS?
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