
 

 

 

Fuel-burning 
appliances within 

units.

CO detectors required 
in units, outside of 

sleeping area and in 
sleeping rooms, if FBA is 
located within sleeping 

room.

Fuel-burning, forced-
air furnaces serving 

units.

Does the first area served 
by each main duct have 

CO detectors?

Yes: Are the alarm signals 
transmitted to all units 
served by the furnace 
and to a designated 

location for continuous 
monitoring?

Yes: No additional CO 
detectors needed.

No: Is a CO detector 
installed in every 4th unit 
on the same floor as the 

first room or area?

Yes: No additional CO 
detectors needed.

No: CO detectors 
required in units, outside 

of sleeping area and in 
sleeping rooms, if FBA is 
located within sleeping 

room.

No: CO detectors 
required in units, outside 
of sleeping areas and in 
sleeping rooms, if FBA is 
located within sleeping 

room.

Fuel-burning 
appliances outside of 

units.

Are there any openings 
between the fuel-

burning appliance and 
the unit through which 

CO can get into that 
unit?

Yes: Is a CO detector 
provided between the 
FBA and the unit or on 
the ceiling of the room 
that contains the FBA?

Yes: No additional CO 
detectors are needed.

No: CO detectors 
required in units, 

outside of sleeping 
areas and in sleeping 

rooms, if FBA is located 
within sleeping room.

No: No additional CO 
detectors are needed.

Attached private 
garages.

Are there any openings 
between the private 
garage and the unit 

through which carbon 
monoxide can get into 

that unit?

Yes: Is the unit located 
more than one story 
above or below the 

private garage?

Yes: No additional CO 
detectors are needed.

No: Is the private garage 
connected to the 

residential building 
through an open-ended 

corridor?

Yes: No additional CO 
detectors are needed.

No: Is a CO detector 
provided between 

openings to the private 
garage and units?

Yes: No additional CO 
detectors are needed.

No: Does the private 
garage have openings 
designed to provide 

natural ventilation or is 
mechanically 
ventilated?

No: CO detectors  
required in units, 

outside of sleeping 
areas and in sleeping 

rooms, if FBA is located 
within sleeping room. 

Yes: No additional CO 
detectors are needed.

No: No additional CO 
detectors are needed.

 

Carbon Monoxide Detector Installation Exceptions 

1. Choose the appropriate flow chart for the situation that is under evaluation. 

2. Answer the series of questions to determine if an installation exception applies. 

3. A green box indicates that the exception is not supported and CO detectors are 

to be installed in the required locations. 

CO detector installation does not apply if: all of the FBA have sealed combustion units that are covered by manufacturer’s warranty against defects or all FBA have sealed combustion units and are inspected by qualified HVAC personnel. 


