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Table P1: Regional Population Trends  

# % change # % change # % change # % change # % change # % change # % change
1970 195 203 411 199 658 39,057 4,400,000
1980 206 5.64% 191 -5.91% 412 0.24% 239 20.10% 643 -2.28% 43,469 11.30% 4,700,000 6.82%
1990 200 -2.91% 152 -20.42% 446 8.25% 228 -4.60% 585 -9.02% 46,975 8.07% 4,891,769 4.08%
2000 250 25.00% 169 11.18% 326 -26.91% 276 21.05% 650 11.11% 55,225 17.56% 5,363,675 9.65%

Overall 
Change 
1970 - 
2000

55 28.21% -34 -16.75% -85 -20.68% 77 38.69% -8 -1.22% 16,168 41.40% 963,675 21.90%

Average 
Change Per 

10 Years
18 9.40% -11.33333 -5.58% -28 -6.89% 26 12.90% -2.666667 -0.41% 5,389 13.80% 321,225 7.30%

Regional Population Trends
V. of Loganville Town of Ironton Sauk County State of WisconsinV. of La Valle

Year
V. of Ironton V. of Lime Ridge

 
Source: US Census 2000�
�
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Table P2: Regional Housing Unit Comparison 

# % change # % change # % change # % change # % change # % change # % change

1980 92 62 149 93 171 17,454 1,863,897

1990 101 9.78% 69 11.29% 180 20.81% 107 15.05% 201 17.54% 20,439 17.10% 2,055,774 10.29%

2000 99 -1.98% 77 11.59% 139 -22.78% 119 11.21% 221 9.95% 24,297 18.88% 2,321,144 12.91%

Total Change 
(1980-2000)

7 7.61% 15 24.19% -10 -6.71% 26 27.96% 50 29.24% 6,843 39.21% 457,247 24.53%

��������	��
������������������������������

Regional Housing Unit Comparison
Town of IrontonV. of Loganville Sauk County State of WisconsinV. of La Valle

Year
V. of Ironton V. of Lime Ridge

 
 

Table P3: Average Household Size 

# % change # % change # % change # % change # % change # % change # % change

1990 2.30 2.45 2.59 2.35 3.20 2.61 2.61

2000 2.81 18.15% 2.45 0.00% 2.47 -4.86% 2.32 -1.29% 3.11 -2.89% 2.51 -3.98% 2.50 -4.40%

Average Household Size - Persons Per Household

Year

Village of 
Ironton

V. Lime Ridge V. La Valle Sauk County WisconsinV. Loganville Town of Ironton

 
Source: US Census 2000 
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Village of 
Ironton

Sauk 
County 

Village of 
Ironton

Sauk 
County 

Village of 
Ironton

Sauk 
County 

Village of 
Ironton

Sauk 
County 

1990, per census
Not 

available
34.2 28.00% 27.19% 22.50% 15.77% 45.50% 50.79%

2000, per census 32.3 37.3 32.00% 26.00% 11.60% 14.50% 49.20% 50.60%

Percent Female
Year

Median Age Percent Under 18 Percent Over 65

 
Source: US Census 2000 

Table P9: Ethnic Composition, Ironton and Sauk County 

Village of 
Ironton

Sauk 
County 

Village of 
Ironton

Sauk 
County 

Village of 
Ironton

Sauk 
County 

Village of 
Ironton

Sauk 
County 

Village of 
Ironton

Sauk 
County 

Village of 
Ironton

Sauk 
County 

1990, per census 100.0% 98.5% 0.0% 0.6% 0.0% 0.4% 0.0% 0.2% 0.0% 0.1% 0.0% 0.2%

2000, per census 97.6% 98.0% 0.0% 1.1% 1.6% 1.2% 0.0% 0.3% 2.4% 0.4% 0.0% 0.7%

Percent African 
American Percent OtherPercent Asian

Year
Percent White

Percent Native 
American and 
Alaska Native

Percent Hispanic (of 
any race)

 
Source: US Census 2000 
* Composition may equal more than 100% because some may report more than one ethnicity. 
 

Chart P10: Change of Populations per Age 
Bracket 

Population Changes 1990 to 2000
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Source: US Census, 1990 and 2000 
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Table P11: Change of Populations per Age Bracket 
Age Group  0 - 9  10 -19 20 - 29 30 - 39 40 - 49 50 - 59 60 - 69 70 - 79 80 and older Total

1990, Ironton 35 27 18 36 20 14 12 29 9 200

2000, Ironton 33 59 23 42 34 19 23 11 6 250

Percent Change 
in Ironton

-5.71% 118.52% 27.78% 16.67% 70.00% 35.71% 91.67% -62.07% -33.33% 25.00%V
ill

ag
e 

of
 Ir

on
to

n

 
Source: US Census 2000 
 

Table P12: Length of Residency 

Year
Ironton, per 
2000 census

Sauk County, per 
2000 census

1969 or earlier 8.70% 12.70%

1970-1979 13.04% 12.90%

1980-1989 14.13% 20.00%

1990-1994 11.96% 20.30%

1995-1999 52.17% 34.20%

Length of Residency, Village of Ironton

 
Source: US Census 2000 
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Table P13: Population Projections, Village of Ironton 

Year, Source Year
Historic 
Population

Percent 
Change

Linear 
(1970-2000)

Growth 
(1970-2000)

Linear 
(1980-2000)

Growth 
(1980-2000)

Static 
household 
size

Limited 
household 
size

Household 
size trend

DOA (2002 
est.)

DOA (2003 
est.)

1970, per census 1970 195 195 195 195 195 195 195 195 195 195
1980, per census 1980 206 5.64% 206 206 206 206 206 206 206 206 206
1990, per census 1990 200 -2.91% 200 200 200 200 200 200 200 200 200
2000, per census 2000 250 25.00% 250 250 250 250 250 250 250 250 250
2010, projection 2010 252 253 263 264 240 213 283 258 264
2020, projection 2020 268 272 285 291 235 209 320 272 283
2025, projection 2025 276 282 296 305 232 207 338 279 293
2030, projection 2030 284 292 307 320 230 205 355 286 303

Village of Ironton Population Projections

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1960-2000, and Wisconsin Department of Administration - Demographic Services Center 

Chart P14: Population Projections Based on Population Trends 
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Chart P15: Population Projections Based on Housing Growth 
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# % change # % change # % change # % change # % change # % change # % change

1980 92 62 149 93 171 17,454 1,863,897

1990 101 9.78% 69 11.29% 180 20.81% 107 15.05% 201 17.54% 20,439 17.10% 2,055,774 10.29%

2000 99 -1.98% 77 11.59% 139 -22.78% 119 11.21% 221 9.95% 24,297 18.88% 2,321,144 12.91%

Total Change 
(1980-2000)

7 7.61% 15 24.19% -10 -6.71% 26 27.96% 50 29.24% 6,843 39.21% 457,247 24.53%
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Regional Housing Unit Comparison
Town of IrontonV. of Loganville Sauk County State of WisconsinV. of La Valle

Year
V. of Ironton V. of Lime Ridge
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1990
% of Total 

Households, 
1990

2000 
% of Total 

Households, 2000
1990

% of Total 
Households, 1990

2000
% of Total 

Households, 
2000

Family Households 52 59.77% 66 74.16% 12,701 71.74% 14,863 68.67%

Married 42 48.28% 53 59.55% 10,906 61.61% 12,284 56.75%

Single Parent 10 11.49% 13 14.61% 1,307 7.38% 1,745 8.06%

Non Family 35 40.23% 23 25.84% 2,156 12.18% 6,781 31.33%

Living in Group Quarters 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 684 3.86% 881 4.07%

With Individuals 65 or older 45 51.72% 21 23.60% 2,157 12.18% 5,361 24.77%

Total Households 87 100.00% 89 100.00% 17,703 100.00% 21,644 100.00%

Households by Type
Village of Ironton Sauk County
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Chart H3: Average Household Size Comparison 
Average Household Size, Village of Ironton
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Chart H6: Age of Existing Housing Units 
Age of Existing Housing Structures
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Table H5:  Age of Housing Units 
Year Unit Was 

Built
Number of Units in 

Ironton Ironton Number of Units in 
Sauk County  Sauk County

 1939 or Earlier 41 42.27% 6,737 26.54%

 1940 - 1959 7 7.22% 3,000 11.82%

 1960 - 1969 10 10.31% 3,021 11.90%

 1970 - 1979 29 29.90% 3,764 14.83%

1980 - 1989 5 5.15% 3,021 11.90%

1990 - 1994 0 0.00% 2,621 10.32%

1995 - 1998 5 5.15% 2,628 10.35%

1999 - 2000 0 0.00% 595 2.34%

Total 97 100.00% 25,387 100.00%

Age of Existing Housing Structures
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�� �����	������������� ��#���������������

Total 
Housing 

Units

% Single 
Family Home

% Mobile 
Home

% with two to 
four units

% with five to 
nine units per 

structure

% with ten or 
more units 

per structure

Ironton, 1990 101 72.28% 25.74% 1.98% 0.00% 0.00%
Ironton, 2000 99 71.70% 24.20% 4.10% 0.00% 0.00%

Sauk County, 1990 20,439 71.98% 10.20% 10.74% 3.02% 4.06%
Sauk County, 2000 24,297 72.61% 8.60% 10.00% 4.10% 4.50%

Housing Units, Structural Type
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Chart H7: Household Income Levels 
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Rounded Description
Percent of the 

Population 

Housing payment per month 
based on the 30% of income 

standard

 < $5,000 13.0% $125 or less

$5,000-$10,000 20.0% $125-$250

$10,000-$15,000 15.0% $250-$375

$15,000-$20,000 17.0% $375-$500

Extremely low income       (below 
30% of HMI)

Very low income (30% to 50% of 
HMI)

Low income (50% to 80% of HMI)

Moderate (80% to 100% of HMI)

Ironton 1990

Household Income Category

 Household Median Income (HMI) = $16,250

�
����!���<���������.// �

�� ����.	�!''���� ����������*+�����������(�����,�(������������

Rounded Description
Percent of the 

Population 

Housing payment per month 
based on the 30% of income 

standard

 < $10,000 11.8% 250 or less

$10,000-$15,000 3.2% $250-$375

$15,000-$25,000 15.1% $375-$625

$25,000-$35,000 10.8% $625-$875

Low income (50% to 80% of HMI)

Moderate (80% to 100% of HMI)

Household Income Category

Ironton 2000

Extremely low income       (below 
30% of HMI)

Very low income (30% to 50% of 
HMI)

 Household Median Income = $38,438

�
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 Select Monthly Owner Costs as a Percentage of 
Household Income
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Table H10: Distribution of Household Income, 1999 
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Ironton Monthly Mortage Costs, 1990
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number of units
percent of 

units
number of units percent of units

less than 20% 46 75% 29 48%
20-29.9% 6 10% 23 38%
30-34.9% 2 3% 6 10%

35% or more 4 7% 2 3%
not computed 3 5% 0 0%

total units 61 100.00% 60 100.00%

Ironton 1990 Ironton 2000

Selected Monthly Owner Costs as a Percentage of Household Income

Percentage of income
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Ironton Monthly Mortgage Costs, 2000

20.5%

29.5%

36.4%

13.6% $300 to $499

$500 to $699

$700 to $999

$1000 to $1499
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Table H17: Housing Value, Ironton 2000 
 

Value of Owner Occupied Housing Units, 2000
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Less  than
$50,000

 $50,000 to
$99,999

 $100,000
to  $149,999

 $150,000
to $199,999

 $200,000
to

$299,999

 $300,000
to

$499,999

 $500,000
to

$999,999

 $1,000,000
or more
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Ironton Sauk County

 
Source: U.S. Census, 2000 


�������������������!���������������������!����%���������)��������		����#������	��������������
!�������'����������',������'!�!��������������������!�������������������	�
������#�%����.// �
�����   '��9���������������������&�����������#�����������!���������%����������������!��������
	����.// ������   '��(����������#�������!��������������!�������������������	�������!�������������
���������������'��
�����������	��������������!���������		����#������	�������������������������
��!��������������(�%�'������

��
��������-������
�
;���������	�������������������
��������������   ��������	�������������C5 "   ���C.�/"///'��(���
���������������������
����������   �%���C=8"5  "�%��!��%�����!����%�����������������������������
���������������	�C. 8"5  '��;!!�������������   �<'�'�������"��������'+��������-��� ���������
�..�!��������������������������	���������������	�
������%���������	�����������'��;����$�������
33'04��	�������������������������	�
�������������������C.  "   "�%�������������!�������	�������
�������#�%����C.  "   ���.�/"   ����.'.=4����
������!��������������������*��0�'..4��������
!������'��(�������������������������
�����C.5 "   ����
�����"�%�������
�.'584���������������������	����
�������!������'�������!��	���
������������������#�����������������
����������������������!���������
�%���6�!!������������������'�
�
��5��������6������
�
���������������!���#����	����������
���#����	�%���'��������"�%����
���!������������������������������
��	������"����������#����	���������
�������������������	�����'��(����
������!������������!��������
��	�������������������������'��
�������!��������#����	��������
���#����	����������������������	�

���������5�������4	�/�������
�����������,�(��������..�����������

 
Ironton Monthly Rental Costs, 1990

35%

36%

29%

$200 to $299

$300 to $499

no cash rent

 
Ironton Monthly Rental Costs, 2000

34%

33%

33%
$300 to $499

$500 to $749

no cash rent
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Employer Product Employees Location

Lands' End
Clothing/Distribution & 
Telemarketing

1,000-1,700 
peak

Reedsburg

Grede Foundries, Inc. Ductile Iron Castings 835 Reedsburg

R.R. Donnelly Commercial Printing 680 Baraboo

Sysco Food Services of 
Baraboo

Wholesale Food 
Distribution

600 Baraboo

Flambeau Inc. Plastics 550 Baraboo

Seats, Inc. Seating 520 Reedsburg

Cardinal IG Insulated Glass 486 Spring Green

Cardinal CG Coated Glass 350 Spring Green

Milwaukee Valve Co. - 
PDS Division

Brass Foundry 320 Prairie du Sac

Teel Plastics Plastics 280 Baraboo
�

�����������������������������������������#�$%%��

������������
�
&�������	���������������������#�������������	�
���������������	���������������	����������������������
'����������������������������������������������������������������������'�������������(���������
��������������������������������������	�������������	���������)��*���������������������������+������
�����������	����������,��������������������������������������#�'���	�����-���������������
��������������)��*������������������������������(��	�����������������'���������������������	���
������������������)��
�������������������������	������������������������	�������������������
����������)��������
�
���� �����������������!���������� ���"����
�
&��������������������������������#��������������������������������������������#��������
�������������������������������������������������������������������������.�����������������)����
�
�������������#�����������������$���������!�
�����������
�
����������������������������������������������#���������	��������������(�����������������#�
��������������������/�����������������������)��&�������������������	�0 �������������������	�
0���	����������������1�0�2#���������������&������&�������3�����������4���	���$%%"�(���
")$5)��3�����������	��������������$%%!�(���")!5)�*����0����������'�������(������������
������	����������������������#���(��������$%%%�������������	�������"���������1���!)65��	����
���������2�	����������������	�
������(���������������(�����6$����������1���78)75��	����
���������2�(������������)��*��������������7��������1���!%)!52�����������������'������������������)�
�

�� �������������%�����������!������������&�������������
�
*�����������	������������������������
(�����������������������	�
������
������������������)�&����'����	�
���������������������4����'���#�9���'��#�
���������:���������������������������;�����
���������������'����	�*�-�
��������
<���������������1*
<2���	�����������
�����������-�'������������=����
����	��������/�'�)��*��������������#�������
���������������������������	����������������
����������)��*��������������������������������
�����������������(�����������������-�������
���,����������	������#������������������
����������������'�����������������������
0 ��������������)�
�
�
�



���������	�
����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������������������������������������

���������������������	�������������� ������ ��������������������������������������������������������������������������
� � �

!�

�������'	��������
����������(��)� �������������
��������������
Employer Product Employees Location
Ho-Chunk Casino, 
Hotel & Convention 
Center

Gaming, Hotel, 
Convention Center

1,700 Town of Delton

Wilderness Lodge Hotel/Resort 1,500
Village of Lake 
Delton

Kalahari Resort & 
Convention Center

Hotel/Resort/Convention 
Center

980 to 1,280
Village of Lake 
Delton

Sauk County Government 664 City of Baraboo

Noah's Ark Water Park 550
Village of Lake 
Delton

Baraboo School 
District

Education 520 City of Baraboo

St. Claire Hospital Health Care 484 City of Baraboo

Sauk Prairie Memorial 
Hospital & Clinics

Health Care 465
Villages of 
Prairie du Sac / 
Sauk City

Sauk Prairie School 
District 

Education 450
Villages of 
Prairie du Sac / 
Sauk City

Reedsburg Area 
Medical Center

Health Care 433
City of 
Reedsburg  
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Houselhold Income in 
1999

Village of 
Ironton

 Sauk County Wisconsin
 Village of 

Lime Ridge
Village of 
LaValle

Village of 
Loganville

Town of Ironton

Less then $15,000 15.10% 12.50% 12.90% 9.70% 17.20% 13.90% 11.80%
 $15,000 to $24,999 15.10% 13.40% 12.70% 5.60% 12.30% 17.60% 16.30%
 $25,000 to $49,999 36.60% 34.80% 31.30% 45.80% 36.90% 42.60% 32.50%
 $50,000 to $74,999 24.70% 23.20% 22.80% 27.80% 27.00% 20.40% 21.70%
 $75,000 to $99,999 6.40% 9.10% 10.90% 4.20% 3.30% 5.50% 9.90%
 $100,000 or more 2.10% 7.00% 9.40% 6.90% 3.30% 0.00% 7.80%
Total Households 93 21,647 2,086,304 72 122 108 203
Median Household 

Income  $    38,438.00  $  41,941.00  $    43,791.00  $  41,500.00  $    36,250.00  $    34,688.00  $    41,705.00 

Percent of Households
Income Distribution, Regional Comparison, 1999
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2006 
Expenditures

2005 Expenditures Percent Change
Full-Time Job 
Equivalents

Resident 
Income

State Revenues
Local 

Revinues
Sauk County 1,062,560,911 1,073,249,866 -1.01% 27,369 668,855,047 135,290,765 46,309,431
State of WI 11,950,050,300 12,825,549,905 -7.33% 327,759 7,252,659,000 1,479,880,000 586,374,000

Travel Expenditures and Economic Impact
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Education 
Levels

High School 
Diploma or 

Higher, Village 
of Ironton

Bachelors 
Degree or 

Higher, Village 
of Ironton

High School 
Diploma or 

Higher, Sauk 
County

Bachelors 
Degree or 

Higher, Sauk 
County

1990 48.40% 1.30% 74.70% 12.90%

2000 70.10% 2.60% 83.50% 17.60%

Educational Attainment, 1990-2000
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Table E7: Labor Force and Employment 

Category Village of Ironton, 
1990

Village of 
Ironton, 2000

Sauk County, 
1990

Sauk County, 
2000

Population 16 years and over 170 185 35,509 42,480

Not in Labor Force 89 56 11,018 12,085

In labor force 81 129 24,491 30,395

Percent in labor force 47.6% 69.7% 69.0% 71.6%

Armed Forces 0 0 34 21

Civilian labor force 81 129 24,457 30,374

Employed 81 125 22,987 29,108

Unemployed 0 4 1,470 1,266

Unemployment Rate 0.0% 3.1% 6.0% 4.2%

Labor Force Status, 1990-2000
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Industry
Village of 

Ironton, 1990

Village of Ironton 
1990, Percent of 

Employed 
Population

Village of 
Ironton, 2000

Village of Ironton 
2000, Percent of 

Employed 
Population

Change in number 
of employees per 

industry, 1990-2000

Change in percent 
employment per 

industry, 1990-2000

Rate of growth of 
industry, 1990-2000

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting, and 
Mining 5 6.2% 2 1.6% -3 -4.6% -60.0%

Construction 0 0.0% 12 9.6% 12 9.6% new industry

Manufacturing 34 42.0% 49 39.2% 15 -2.8% 44.1%

Wholesale trade 5 6.2% 2 1.6% -3 -4.6% -60.0%

Retail trade 12 14.8% 16 12.8% 4 -2.0% 33.3%

Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 6 7.4% 2 1.6% -4 -5.8% -66.7%

Information 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% new industry

Finance, insurance, real estate, and rental and 
leasing 4 4.9% 2 1.6% -2 -3.3% -50.0%

Professional, scientific, management, 
administrative, and waste management services

3 3.7% 0 0.0% -3 -3.7% -100.0%

Educational, health and social services 8 9.9% 20 16.0% 12 6.1% 150.0%

Arts, entertainment, recreation, accommodation 
and food services

0 0.0% 6 4.8% 6 4.8% new industry

other services (except public Administration) 4 4.9% 12 9.6% 8 4.7% 200.0%

Public Administration 0 0.0% 2 1.6% 2 1.6% new industry

Industry Total 81 100.0% 125 100.0% 44 0.0% 54.3%

Village of Ironton, Employment by Industry, 1990-2000
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Table E10: Commuting Patterns 
Commuting 

Patterns
V. of Ironton 

1990
Percent V. of 
Ironton, 1990 

Sauk County 
1990

Percent Sauk 
County, 1990

V. of Ironton 
2000

Percent V. of 
Ironton, 2000

Sauk County 
2000

Percent Sauk 
County, 2000

Drove Alone 55 67.90% 16,004 70.42% 114 92.68% 22,213 77.41%

Carpooled 10 12.35% 2,952 12.99% 9 7.32% 3,196 11.14%

Public 
Transportation

0 0.00% 87 0.38% 0 0.00% 139 0.48%

Walked 4 4.94% N/A 0 0.00% 1,116 3.89%

Other Means 0 0.00% 185 0.81% 0 0.00% 230 0.80%

Work At home 12 14.81% 3,498 15.39% 0 0.00% 1,800 6.27%

Total 81 100.00% 22,726 100.00% 123 100.00% 28,694 100.00%

Average Travel 
Time (minutes)

N/A N/A 20.9 20.3  
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Industry Sauk County 1990
Sauk County 1990 

Percent of Employed 
Population

Sauk County, 2000
Sauk County 2000, 

Percent of Employed 
Population

Change in number of 
employees per 

industry, 1990-2000

Change in percent 
employment per 

industry, 1990-2000
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting, and 

Mining 2,458 10.7% 1,557 5.3% -901 -5.3%

Construction 1,751 7.6% 2,282 7.8% 531 0.2%

Manufacturing 5,528 24.0% 5,554 19.1% 26 -5.0%

Wholesale trade 888 3.9% 935 3.2% 47 -0.7%

Retail trade 3,757 16.3% 3,843 13.2% 86 -3.1%

Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 865 3.8% 1,150 4.0% 285 0.2%

Information 268 1.2% 425 1.5% 157 0.3%

Finance, insurance, real estate, and rental and 
leasing 945 4.1% 1,255 4.3% 310 0.2%

Professional, scientific, management, 
administrative, and waste management 

services
1,381 6.0% 1,521 5.2% 140 -0.8%

Educational, health and social services 3,105 13.5% 5,130 17.6% 2,025 4.1%

Arts, entertainment, recreation, accommodation 
and food services 242 1.1% 3,525 12.1% 3,283 11.1%

other services (except public Administration) 1,144 5.0% 915 3.1% -229 -1.8%

Public Administration 655 2.8% 1,016 3.5% 361 0.6%

Industry Total 22,987 100.0% 29,108 100.0% 6,121 0.0%

Sauk County, Employment by Industry, 1990-2000
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Chart E15: Sauk County Labor Force Trends by Age 2000-2020 
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Age Groups 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

Forecasted 
Labor Force 
Change from 

2000-2020 
(number of 
persons)

Forecasted 
Labor Force 
Change from 

2000-2020 
(percent)

Projected 
Population 

Change from 
2000-2020 
(number of 
persons)

Projected 
Population 

Change from 
2000-2020 
(percent)

16-19 2,122       2,314       2,112       2,015       2,025       -97 -5% -140 -4%
20-24 2,346       2,922       3,167       2,863       2,719       373               16% 434                  16%
25-34 6,261       6,134       6,803       7,758       7,671       1,411            23% 1,599               23%
35-54 14,746      15,545      15,552      14,942      14,940      194               1% 216                  1%
55-61 2,870       3,677       4,527       5,179       5,351       2,481            86% 3,124               86%
62-69 1,398       1,570       1,970       2,469       2,880       1,482            106% 3,526               105%
70+ 748          751          763          824          965          217               29% 1,644               27%
Total, 16 and Over 30,491      32,914      34,894      36,049      36,551      6,060            20% 10,403             24%

Forecasted Labor Force by Age Group in Sauk County, 2000-2020
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Age Group 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

Forecasted 
Labor Force 

Change from 
2000-2020 
(numeric)

Forecasted 
Labor Force 

Change from 
2000-2020 

(percent)

Projected 
Population 

Change from 
2000-2020 
(numeric)

Projected 
Population 

Change from 
2000-2020 

(percent)
16-19 204,474     209,459      205,313          190,368     193,314       -11,160 -5% -17,822 -5%
20-24 291,507     327,964      335,817          328,731     304,855       13,349 5% 16,360 5%
25-34 600,925     590,998      644,596          689,271     689,754       88,829 15% 103,995 15%
35-54 1,386,418  1,429,481   1,392,374       1,332,601  1,312,861    -73,556 -5% -86,884 -5%
55-61 236,733     299,752      361,141          405,905     417,308       180,575 76% 254,493 76%
62-69 101,251     111,407      137,344          170,602     196,085       94,834 94% 283,480 93%
70+ 49,489       50,502        51,952            56,215       66,101         16,612 34% 158,573 30%
Total, 16 and Over 2,870,797  3,019,563   3,128,535       3,173,693  3,180,278    309,481      11% 712,195         17%

Forecasted Labor Force by Age Group in Wisconsin, 2000-2020
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Chapter 7

TRANSPORTATION
 
 
 
 

Village of Ironton
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Location Historic Name
NE Corner of 1st and Furnace St
NE Corner of Furnace and 2nd St
SW Corner of Mill and State St
Mill St, W Side, 100' S of State St
Block Bounded by Mill, State, Furnace 
and Main St Liberty Square
NW Corner of Mill and 1st St
NE Corner of State and Furnace St Sandgren House
NW Corner of State and Mill St Jonas Tower House
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Chapter 10
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Village of Ironton
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Land Use Designations Acres Percent
Village Single Family Residential 46.52 21.9%
Mixed Residential 7.45 3.5%
Commerical 1.99 0.9%
Public Use / Institutional 4.61 2.2%
Agriculture & Open Space 144.1 67.8%
Wetlands 0 0.0%
Public Open Space 7.78 3.7%
Forest 0 0.0%
Surface Water* 0 0.0%
TOTAL 212.45 100%

amount to be representative in this case.
*While there is surface water present within the Village, there is not a substantial
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Year Residential Commercial Agricultural Other Total
2002 $697,800 $76,700 $25,600 $9,000 $809,100
2007 $1,439,000 $88,200 $21,300 $1,000 $1,549,500

Equalized Land Values for the Village of Ironton 
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Year Population Average 
Houshold Size

Number of 
Housing Units

Additional 
Residential 

Acres Needed 
1990, per census 200 2.3 101
2000, per census 250 2.81 99 54 (currently)
2010, Projection 240 2.81 85 -7
2020, Projection 235 2.81 83 -8
2025, Projection 232 2.81 82 -9
2030, Projection 230 2.81 81 -9  
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Year Population Additional 

Residential 
Land Needed 

Ratio of  
Commercial to 

Residential

Additional 
Commercial 

Acres Needed 
1990, per census 200
2000, per census 250 54 (currently) .04 (currently) 2 (currently)
2010, Projection 240 -7 0.04 -1
2020, Projection 235 -8 0.04 -1
2025, Projection 232 -9 0.04 -1
2030, Projection 230 -9 0.04 -1 �
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IMPLEMENTATION
 
 
 

Village of Ironton
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98 sent/23 Returned

Question 1.  How long have you owned or rented property in the Village of Ironton?

Question 2. The quality of life in the Village of Ironton is excellent?

Village of Ironton Community Survey Results
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Cost of living (affordable housing).  Small community feel.
Like smaller town atmosphere.  Near family.  Lower taxes (in the past, not today).
Small town environment.
We do not live there at the present time.  We own land.  We plan to build in the future.
Small community.  Cost of living.
Near family.  Employment.  Small town.
Small town, “close to living in the country”.  Was lower taxes.  Privacy.
Near family and employment.  Good place for kids.  Price.
Country feel.  Our house.  Family
Cost of living.  Grew up here.  Small town.
Husband’s hometown.  Quietness, beauty of hillsides trees.
Open spaces.  Friends.  Close to family
Cost of living
Quiet and peaceful for the most part.
We moved here for peace and quiet.
Rural character.  Cost of living. Near family and friends
Quiet.  Town living with country scenery.  Near employment and family 

Question 4. How would you describe your thoughts towards future growth and development 
in the Village of Ironton?

Question 3. What are the most important reasons to live in the Village of Ironton?

Village of Ironton Community Survey Results

Village of Ironton Community Survey Results
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Need to support & encourage growth & development

Need to slow down the rate growth & development

Would like to see the Village stay the way it is

Village should focus on redevelopment & rehabiliatation
of buildings and land

Not sure



Strongly 
Agree Agree

No 
Opinion Disagree

Strongly 
Disagree

5 9 2 1 0
1 6 5 3 2
0 0 2 7 7
3 4 4 4 2
1 3 5 5 2
0 1 5 5 3
2 1 0 0 0

Comment:  Stores, gas stations and empty lots

G. Other

C. Mobile homes
D. Elderly/Assisted living

E. Rental housing (3+ units)
F. Condominiums

Question 6. Housing is generally affordable in the Village of Ironton.

A. Single family homes
B. Duplexes (2 units)

Question 5. The Village of Ironton needs more…

Affordable Housing

18

3 2

00

Strongly Agree Agree No Opinion Disagree Strongly Disagree
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Question 8. Village of Ironton should protect and promote buildings, sites & artifacts of 
historical importance.

Question 7. Existing housing stock in the Village of Ironton is adequate.

Village of Ironton Community Survey Results

Strongly Disagree
0%

Agree
60%

No Opinion
28%

Disagree
4%

Strongly Agree
8%

No Opinion
35%

Strongly Disagree
0%

Disagree
25%

Agree
40%

Strongly Agree
0%



Strongly 
Agree Agree

No 
Opinion Disagree

Strongly 
Disagree

6 9 2 5 0
4 8 7 2 0
3 6 8 4 0
3 7 7 4 0

Strongly 
Agree Agree

No 
Opinion Disagree

Strongly 
Disagree

9 12 1 0 0
8 12 2 0 0
4 14 4 0 0
5 13 3 0 0
6 13 3 0 0
9 10 2 0 0
9 10 3 0 0
7 13 2 0 0
6 11 4 0 0
5 15 2 0 0
0 0 0 0 0

J. Woodlands
K. Other

Question 11. Statements on transportation facilities….

Village of Ironton Community Survey Results

Comments : 108 Furnace has got to go.  It’s and eyesore!  And a nuisance.  It’s a dump.  It’s a trailer setting 
right down the middle of what should be Dana and my property line there’s no room for three vehicles and 3 
dogs on 1 small lot.

F. Rural character
G. Scenic views

H. Water quality of lakes, 
I. Wetlands

B. Farmland
C. Floodplains

D. Hillside/Steep slopes
E. Natural areas

C. Surface water pollution due to 
D. Surface & groundwater quality 

A. Air quality

Question 10. Natural resources important to protect…

A. Overall drinking water quality
B Groundwater pollution

Question 9. Water quality issues are of concern….

Village of Ironton Community Survey Results
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A. Overall road
network meets the

needs of the citizens

B. Condition of Village
roads is adequate for

intended uses

C. Biking facilities
should be maintained

& improved as an
alternative mode of

transportation

D. Sidewalks and
trails should be
maintained and

expanded to
encourage walking in

the Village

E. Transportation for
the elderly is adequate

Strongly Agree Agree No Opinion Disagree Strongly Disagree



Strongly 
Agree Agree

No 
Opinion Disagree

Strongly 
Disagree

0 1 7 6 7
0 2 8 6 4
2 2 1 8 8
0 3 5 8 3
0 1 5 11 3
0 2 4 11 3
0 1 4 11 4
0 1 3 10 7
1 2 7 6 4
2 2 11 6
0 0 0 0 0

I. Daycare
J. Convenience store

K. Other

A. Commercial development

Question 12. Transportation facility has problems that need to be addressed.

Comments:  On the corner over.
Keep them damn horses off main roads and get them to keep to the horse route so we don’t have horse 
exhaust all over town.
Side streets are narrow, no place to walk, cars speed down side street.
3 way stops on Thomas Road and Old Ironton Road are very dangerous
More traffic control on Hwy 58.
108 Furnace Street

Village of Ironton Community Survey Results

B. Industrial development

Comments:  Ironton doesn't have a place to buy milk or gas.  The bars need to go.

Village of Ironton Community Survey Results

C. Market/Grocery store
D. Professional office/service

E. Arts & entertainment
F. Tourism/Hospitality

G. Agriculture supply/service
H. Restaurants

Question 13. Are the following types of businesses adequate in the village?

Unsure
23%

No
50%

Yes
27%



It could be good to have a convenience store in Ironton, If it could work for the community.

Ironton has no stores.  You need to go to LaValle or Cazenovia to get milk or gas.  And hope the store is still open.
There is no adequate business, no gas, no grocery, only a bar now.
I suggest all we need is a gas station with a convenience store.
Try to put a convenience store around town.

Its hard here we are just far enough away from all the things but not far enough so they are need to bring in here.

A gas station and a quick stop grocery store is needed.
No facilities except bars.
Convenience store and gas station.

Question 15. Are these community facilities adequate in the village?

Question 14.  If you agree or strongly agree with choices in question 13, what suggestions 
do you have?
Try to encourage small businesses to move here, a grocery store would be great and restaurant too.  Right now the 
village offers nothing.

When an opportunity comes the village board needs to be really aware they need to do something to keep the village.  
We got a new village building for trucks, meetings, etc.  When most of us didn’t even know it was happening.  Details 
were never communicated.

I believe if we had a gas station/convenience store it would get business because of all the short cut roads to Reedsburg 
outside of the town.

I think that we need a place in Ironton where you can walk to or ride bike to get to grocery and gas rather than always 
having to drive three miles one way to get the stuff you need.

Village of Ironton Community Survey Results
Question 16.  The need for the following should be a high priority.
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Strongly Disagree 2 7 3 4 2

A. Library
B. Village hall/Police 

Dept
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D. Public Works 
building
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Comments:  Basketball courts.  Remove 108 Furnace Street

Question 17.  The Village of Ironton's community facilities have adequate provisions for 
handicapped accessibility.

Question 18. Law enforcement services for the Village….

Village of Ironton Community Survey Results
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Comments:  Watch speeding in town.   Sauk County doesn't have enough deputies.

Question 19. Village of Ironton's Public Works Department….

Question 20. In general, the Village of Ironton's Administrative staff…

Village of Ironton Community Survey Results
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Comments:  Can't or won't do anything about 108 Furnace Street

Strongly 
Agree Agree

No 
Opinion Disagree

Strongly 
Disagree

2 14 4 2 0
2 15 4 2 0
0 2 13 5 1
1 16 5 0 0
2 10 5 5 0
1 7 11 1 0
5 14 2 1 0
4 13 3 1 1
4 12 6 0 0
4 13 4 0 0
2 4 9 5 0
2 8 9 1 0
1 8 9 2 0
0 0 0 0 0

B. Fire department
C. Library programs

Question 21. The following services are adequate…

A. Ambulance service

D. School system
E. Park & Rec opportunities
F. Storm water management

K. Cable service
L. Internet service

M. Cell phone service
N. Other

Question 22.  The following features in downtown are adequate…

G. Garbage collections/drop off

Village of Ironton Community Survey Results

H. Recycling program
I. Electrical service/supply

J. Telephone service
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A. Responds to requests
in a timely manner

B. Is courteous and
polite

C. Is knowledgeable and
helpful

D. Other



Strongly 
Agree Agree

No 
Opinion Disagree

Strongly 
Disagree

6 13 2 1 1
1 6 8 4 3
0 2 3 13 4
0 5 6 8 3
2 4 9 5 2
2 12 7 1
3 7 9 2 1

Strongly 
Agree Agree

No 
Opinion Disagree

Strongly 
Disagree

0 12 4 5 0
0 8 3 8 2
0 10 6 4 0
2 15 3 1 0
1 12 2 4 2
0 8 8 5 0
0 17 4 1 0
0 10 6 4 1
0 14 5 1 1
0 11 7 3 0
0 3 6 7 3

Housing.  Parks.  New business.
Housing.  Business development.

K. Mix of business

G. Traffic flow circulation
H. Business landscaping

I. Trees/Streetscape
J. Lighting of buildings/parking

Question 25. What are the most important land use issues in the Village of Ironton?

Village of Ironton Community Survey Results

Tighter and enforced regulations on trailer court.  Enforce lawn-mowing ordinance.  Trim trees over sidewalks so one can walk.
New development for businesses.  Allow more diverse land use.  Obtain new and knowledgeable staff to administer land use.  

C. Business signs
D. Street signs
E. Sidewalks

F. Business parking lots

G. The communities should 

A. Overall area layout
B. Building appearance

A. New housing should be 
B. The Village should annex land 

C. The Village should promote 
D. Neighborhood preservation 
E. The Village should support 

F. The Village should continue to 

Question 23. Choices about future direction for the Village of Ironton…

Question 24. The following features along Hwy 23 and County Rd B within the Village are 
adequate.

Keeping the rural features.  Keeping open spaces for parks and green spaces.  Eliminate the mobile home park.  Keeping historical 
park.
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A. Overall area
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Strongly Agree
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Strongly Disagree



Encourage single-family dwellings.
Vacant buildings.
Storing of property on lots with a shed or shelter.
Residential housing.  Parks.  Farming

Housing.  Gas station.  Grocery store.
Business.  Residential.
108 Furnace St. needs to be cleared out!
Single-family homes.  Recreation.  New businesses.
Parks.  Housing.  Business

# of 
responses

16
3
14
0
7
1
6
3
2
8

Alleys
Decorative street lighting

Shopping centers within walking 

Narrower streets
Neighborhood parks

Front porches & other 
Neighborhood schools

Features:

Bike paths
Street Trees

Sidewalks

Question 28. Should the Village of Ironton apply aesthetic guidelines to new construction in 
the "Village Center" area?

Question 26. Which following design features for new residential neighborhoods do you 
support for the Village?

Question 27.  Should the Village of Ironton preserve and enhance the "Village Center" 
area?

Village of Ironton Community Survey Results

Do not allow people to live in the old commercial area and old store building up town.  Fix storefronts.  New homes

18%

58%

14%
5% 5%

Strongly Agree Agree No Opinion Disagree Strongly Disagree

Strongly Disagree
5% Strongly Agree

5%Disagree
14%



Question 30. The Village of Ironton should consider the following ways of financing future 
needs for public facilities….

Question 29. The following should be used to achieve the goals of growth management 
and resource protection in the Village.

Village of Ironton Community Survey Results

No Opinion
27%

Agree
49%

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14

Strongly Agree

Agree

No Opinion

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Landowner education Regulation Tax incentives Acquisition

User fees
3%

Private fundraising
22%

Other
0%

State & federal 
grants
60%



Bringing in some small businesses so that we have something to offer.
Get rid of uptown empty buildings (old store).
Cleaning up some places that are eye sores.

Keeping taxes down and maintenance up with minimal cost.
Making living in the Village more attractive by offering incentives for living here.
Housing deterioration. 

Housing growth.
A store, and the sidewalks.
Older ones dying off.

Need new sober management.

Commercial development.
Getting rid of junky looking houses.

A small community that is well preserved (not rundown) that has something to offer its residents and visitors.
To have a convenience store.
Well kept.
A small rural village, with the park as it is, as a historical area.
More housing, more stores, churches, etc.
A beautiful small community.
Convenience store, better park equipment, some cleaning up of personal property and houses fixed. 
Pretty much as today.
Growing and well kept up.

Question 31. What is the biggest issue facing the Village of Ironton over the next several 
years?

Question 32.  What do you want the Village of Ironton to look like in 20 years?

No stores.  No gas station.  Poor mobile home park management.  Problems with ATVs on streets and trespassing with 
these vehicles.

I feel that the town will soon shrink in size, we wish to move because of taxation like we live in Reedsburg, when we have 
no business but bars, and restricted regulations like no pools 12 inches or over without a fence, but yet it can’t be a 
privacy fence.

Growth – Housing for seniors.  Use ballpark such as youth baseball, horseshoe and volleyball tournaments.  Exercise 
room and class for seniors.  Keeping Village square as it is a landmark.

Safety of children crossing 58 to get school bus.  Speed on 58 through town.  Keep branches and trees off sidewalks.

Village of Ironton Community Survey Results

Building repainted with street landscaping so that when people drive through Ironton they want to come back rather 
thinking that it’s a low poverty town

Taxation
0%

New development 
impact fees

6%

Special 
assessments

9%

60%



Be kept neat and clean.
Rural and peaceful.
Quiet and peaceful.
The same normal upkeep only.

No different just cleaned up more.

Comments:
They really do not listen and tend to make decisions on their own.  Complaints are not always attended to.
They should have sent out a notice for the new town hall, some people have jobs and can’t make meetings.
Clicky

They haven’t listened to my request on 108 Furnace.

Question 33A.  Does the Village Board & staff communicate adequately with residents?

Question 33B. Methods of communication to be used more:

Village of Ironton Community Survey Results

Still a small town with a few more conveniences.  Older homes kept up and new housing.  Good sidewalks.  A gas 
station / convenience store.

I feel Village staff need to treat everyone the same.  Board members have more privilege and dogs running loose.  
Driveways plowed.
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Question 34B.  Would you be interested in future opportunities?

Question 34A.  Have you volunteered in any Village activities in the past 5 years?

Village of Ironton Community Survey Results
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
STRATEGIES AND PROCEDURES 

VILLAGE OF IRONTON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I. Introduction 
 
The Village of Ironton has received a state of Wisconsin planning grant to update their individual 
comprehensive plans pursuant to the state’s Comprehensive Planning Law, Wis. Stat § 66.1001. 
  
Section 66.1001(4((a) of Wisconsin Statutes specifically requires that “(t)he governing body of a 
local governmental unit shall adopt written procedures that are designated to foster public 
participation, including open discussion, communication programs, information services, and 
public meetings for which advance notice has been provided, in every stage of the preparation of 
a comprehensive plan. The written procedures shall provide for a wide distribution of proposed, 
alternative, or amended elements of a comprehensive plan to be submitted by members of the 
public to the governing body and for the governing body to respond to such written comments. 
The written procedures shall describe the methods the governing body of a local governmental 
unit will use to distribute proposed, alternative, or amended elements of a comprehensive plan to 
owners of property, or to persons who have a leasehold interest in property pursuant to which the 
persons may extract non-metallic mineral resources in or on property, in which the allowable use 
or intensity of use of the property is changed by the comprehensive plan.” 
 
This public participation program offers all residents, landowners, businesses, interest groups and 
others a range of opportunities to participate in the planning process in a meaningful way to 
shape the Village of Ironton and the region’s future. Effective public input is critical for this 
planning process to succeed because it is citizens who will experience the plan’s costs and 
benefits daily for many years. This plan influence where and how our residents live, work and 
play, and how they travel from one place to another. Residents will also be the plan’s primary 
implementers and enforcers. 
 
Activities highlighted in this public participation plan will be conducted at both a regional and local 
level as described below and more fully in the detailed scope of services for the project.  The 
activities are also referenced in the flow chart attached to the scope of services.  These activities 
have been selected because they offer differing degrees of involvement while maximizing the 
effectiveness of public contributions.  
 
The public participation plan incorporates eight major goals including: 
 

• Ensure all planning decisions are open to public comment;  
• Provide opportunities to share information about the process and plan with all segments 

of the municipality; 
• Encourage quality planning decisions; 
• Develop a shared vision for municipality’s future; 
• Support and add credibility to municipal decision-making processes;  
• Strengthen the relationship between decision makers and citizens; 
• Inform and work with neighboring governments to encourage regional cooperation; 
• Recognize that the goals expressed above need to be balanced with the need to complete 

the comprehensive plan within a set budget and timeframe. 
 
This document may be adjusted over the course of the comprehensive planning process. The 
most current version of this document will be available from the administrator or clerk of each 
participating municipality. 
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II. Information Generally Applicable to Selected Participation Techniques 
 

• All communities involved in this planning effort will encourage the widest degree of public 
involvement possible within budget constraints, to produce a plan that truly reflects the ideas, 
desires, and objectives of most residents and property owners. 

 
• All meetings, including all cluster and local meetings, are open to the public, and will be 

noticed as required by state open meeting regulations. - 
 
• All public meetings will provide at least some opportunity for public comment. Several of the 

meetings are particularly meant to encourage wide participation from the public. Other 
meetings are intended to be work sessions. 

 
• All work sessions will include a period for public comment, either at the end of the work 

session, the beginning, or both at the discretion of the particular committee. This will allow the 
committees to concentrate on completing tasks without interruption, while still allowing the 
public a chance to observe and comment on the committees’ work.  Note: Designated work 
session periods will be incorporated into cluster and local planning committee meetings. 

 
• In addition to legal posting and publishing requirements, each community will provide notices 

of meetings and other related information to the local media, including respective local 
newspapers. This will allow the publicizing of the planning process and open public meetings 
to the greatest number of residents possible. 

 
• Each community will actively publicize and promote the planning process through individual 

communications with its residents, such as in local newsletters and on community posting 
boards. The communities also intend to use Sauk County’s Website to publicize and promote 
the planning process, provide information on upcoming meetings, and supply the results of 
meetings and other participation techniques. 

 
• The next section of this document describes specific participation techniques and procedures 

that have been agreed to at the outset of the planning process. The communities may jointly 
or independently decide to implement additional public involvement efforts as the planning 
process proceeds, particularly at the local level. 

 
III. Selected Techniques to Involve the Public 

 
The Village of Ironton has established the following public participation opportunities because 
these techniques are designed to maximize participation throughout the planning process. This 
collection will meet the letter and spirit of Wisconsin’s Comprehensive Planning Legislation. 
 

1. Introductory Meeting 
The Village of Ironton will hold an introductory meeting for residents and landowners 

to learn about the comprehensive planning process and meet the planning consultant, 
Sauk County Planning & Zoning. The meeting includes an invitation for residents and 
landowners to join the planning process as well as ways they could become involved. 
This meeting will take the form of a Cluster Meeting as described below. 

 
2. Planning Committee 

The Village of Ironton will designate a citizen planning committee structure to 
execute the planning process. It includes a 10 to 15-member steering committee 
responsible for overseeing the planning process.  This Committee will be responsible for 
attending and participating in Cluster Planning Committee Meetings and Local Planning 
Committee Meetings noted below. In addition to this attendance, the purpose and 
responsibilities of this Committee is noted under Part V Citizen Committee Purpose & 
Responsibilities. 
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3. Cluster Planning Committee Meetings 
The Cluster Planning Committee, which includes representatives from each of the 

participating municipalities, will plan the participation events and direct the preparation of 
the comprehensive plan, with input from the public, local planning committees, staffs, 
and consultants. Five meetings of the Cluster Planning Committee are planned at 
roughly tri-monthly intervals. Additional meetings may be held if the Committee feels that 
they are needed. All meetings will be noticed and held as open public meetings, and will 
include a public comment period.  

 
4. Local Planning Committee Meetings 

 
A minimum of six meetings with each Local Planning Committee will be held within 

each municipality during the planning process. The primary purpose of the Local 
Planning Committee is to discuss results from public participation activities, local 
planning issues, approaches for cooperation, positions for resolving conflicts, and 
strategies for implementation which includes the final development of plan objectives and 
policies. The local planning Committee will also be responsible for reviewing the draft 
plan and seeing it through the adoption process. Each Local Planning Committee may 
refine procedures for public comment within these guidelines. 

 
5.   Alternative Development Scenarios 

The Committee will work with he Consultant to develop possible scenarios for future 
growth, development, and preservation. The scenarios will present different paths to 
achieve goals and priorities from earlier public involvement efforts and help clarify the 
public’s intent on matters not clearly resolved through earlier efforts. The Scenarios will 
be presented to the public at a designated cluster meeting with and opportunities for both 
oral and written comments from the public.  

 
6.   Community Survey 

A community survey will offer residents and landowners an opportunity to comment 
on preferences, concerns and key subjects addressed in each of the nine elements of 
the comprehensive plan. The survey will more specifically be geared toward detailed 
policy questions related to quality of life, preferred pace and type of growth, economic 
development practices, environmental protection measures, transportation facilities, and 
intergovernmental relations. The results will contribute to a foundation for developing 
community goals, objectives and policies and will be available to public review once 
tabulated. 

 
7. Community Visioning Session 

 
The community visioning session, open to all residents and landowners is designed 

to create awareness of and provide education about the comprehensive planning 
process, answer questions and generate discussion about issues and opportunities. 

 
The Consultant, Planning Committee members and elected/appointed officials will 

lead an exercise that engages residents and landowners in a discussion about issues 
and opportunities the Village of Ironton is experiencing and will face over the next 20 
years.  The Vision Session will also identify the Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities 
and Threats (SWOT’s) as viewed by participants.   Participants will prioritize these issues 
and opportunities and SWOT’s to develop an overall community Vision.   

 
8. Use of the Internet 

Sauk County Planning and Zoning will maintain a Website that will host the Village of 
Ironton planning process information and its comprehensive plan. It may include the 
schedule, meeting notices, monthly updates, Committee recommendations, reports, 
maps, photographs, survey results and draft plan elements. It may also include a 
mechanism for citizen feedback. 
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9. News Releases  

The Consultant and Planning Committee may produce news releases at key points 
to generate public awareness about the planning process, and provide information on 
relevant issues and view generated during the planning process. 

 
10. Meeting Notices (ongoing) 

The Village of Ironton will post meeting notices for all committee meetings and 
events in compliance with the open meeting law at the three posting locations, and may 
send notices to local media outlets for possible coverage. Additionally, the Village of 
Ironton will notify those owners of property who have expressed interest in, or persons 
who have a leasehold interest in property, for potential or existing non-metallic mineral 
extraction operations. Notification in this regard will be achieved through the distribution 
of monthly meeting agendas as well as proposed component language in the 
comprehensive plan, in a hard-copy or digital format, as it relates to non-metallic mineral 
extraction opportunities. Notification with regard to mineral extraction as noted above will 
be used for: 1. An operator who has obtained, or made application for, a permit that is 
described under s. 295.1 2(3)d  2. A person who has registered a marketable non-
metallic mineral deposit under s.295.20; and 3. Any other property owner or leaseholder 
who has interest in property pursuant to which the person may extract non-metallic 
mineral extraction resources. For item 3 above, the property owner or leaseholder must 
request in writing to the Village of Ironton, that the local government unit provide the 
property owner or leaseholder notice of monthly meeting agendas as well as proposed 
component language. Said requests will be kept on file with the Village of Ironton. The 
Village of Ironton, or the Consultant contracted by the Village, may assess charges to 
cover costs associated with said request. Interested parties noted and identified under 
items 1,2 and 3 will be notified at least 30 days before the local governmental unit public 
hearing at which the proposed ordinance (comprehensive plan) is discussed pursuant to 
Wis. Stat § 66.1001(4)(d). 

 
11. Open House 

Once complete, the draft joint comprehensive plan will be presented at one two to 
three hour drop-in session involving presentation of the plan, a question and answer 
period, plan review summary and displays, and opportunity for oral and written 
comments. The draft plan will also be available for review at the Village of Ironton office 
building, the public libraries, and on the web page(s). 

 
12. Public Hearing 

 
  The final step in the plan adoption process is for the Village Board to hold a public 

hearing on the proposed Final Comprehensive Plan and adoption ordinance.  All 
members of the public will have an opportunity to present testimony and offer comments 
at that public hearing. The public hearing will be noticed by each community and held per 
the requirements of in Wis. Stat § 66.1001(4). 

  
IV.    Opportunities for Comments/Responses on the Draft Comprehensive Plan 
 
 
This section addresses statutory requirements to provide wide distribution of the plans, 
opportunities for written public comments, and an approach to respond to such comments. 
 
The Planning Consultant will provide copies of draft plan materials through the Website, in public 
libraries and town and village halls serving the communities, to adjacent and overlapping 
governments as required by statute, and to members of the participating public as requested. The 
communities may charge for public copies an amount equal to the costs of time and materials to 
produce such copies. 
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Public comments will be solicited and responded to at every stage of comprehensive plan 
creation. Events that will particularly emphasize oral and written input include the community 
survey, vision session, open house and public hearing.  
 
Written comments on the comprehensive plans may also be mailed, faxed, or e-mailed to the 
administrator or clerk of participating communities. Comments may also be communicated by 
telephone or in person to the administrator or clerk of the participating communities, who will 
share the information at a Local or Cluster Planning Committee meeting in a timely manner. 
 
The communities will respond to written comments via mail, e-mail, fax, telephone, meeting, 
and/or through consideration of appropriate changes in the comprehensive plan. 

 
V.    Planning Committee Purpose & Responsibilities 
 
Purpose: 

Appointed by the Village of Ironton Board, this Citizen Committee will lead the Village 
Comprehensive Planning Process to meet current state of Wisconsin comprehensive 
planning requirements. 

 
Responsibilities: 
 

1. Guide the six cluster meetings and eight local meetings to develop each of the plan 
elements while incorporating public input; 

2. Suggest sources of information and activities to assist the planning process in 
investigating and developing recommendations on elements; 

3. Review inventories, maps and drafts of the comprehensive plan as prepared by Sauk 
County Planning & Zoning, the town’s/village’s contracted planning Consultant, 
including, recommendations provided by the Consultant; 

4. Edit each element of the proposed comprehensive plan as the committee deems 
necessary. Sauk County Planning & Zoning will prepare the draft amendments as 
appropriate; 

5. Review and revise the elements to address possible conflicts and bring them together 
as a cohesive plan; 

6. Review data and provide Sauk County Planning & Zoning with recommendations for 
the 1) intergovernmental cooperation, 2) land use and 3) implementation elements of 
the plan; 

7. Hold a vision session and open house to present the planning process, relevant data 
and plan development, and gather citizen responses and input; 

8. Address issues and revise the proposed plan as needed based upon input provided as 
part of the survey, from the vision session and open house; 

9. Discuss and develop goals, objectives and policies to implement the comprehensive 
plan, or organize a subcommittee to do so; 

10. Study and discuss existing condition reports, maps, public participation results (survey, 
visioning exercise, correspondence), and consult with interest groups and/or 
specialists through the Technical Advisory Team in the topic area as a basis for 
formulating recommendations to the steering committee; 

11. Review existing Village plan(s) and past land use trends and formally note, specific to 
each element, items that should remain, items that should be revised and items that 
may be missing, if any; 

12. Provide periodic updates to the Village Board as to the status of the planning process. 
13. Present the Village Board with a recommended comprehensive plan and 

implementation policies. 
                    End of Document 
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SCOPE OF SERVICES 
PROJECT COORDINATION AND WORK ELEMENTS 

VILLAGE OF IRONTON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
APPROACH 
 
The Scope of Services provides Sauk County (Consultant) and the Village of Ironton with a 
systematic approach to developing the Village of Ironton Comprehensive Plan.  The Scope of 
Services consists of Phase I which is divided into four work elements.  Each work element will run 
parallel to one another.  These work elements include: Inventory Phase, Community Participation 
and Issue Identification, Alternatives Analysis and Plan Development.  A project timeline broken 
down into tasks follows the narrative section. 
 
Phase I  Development and adoption of a Village Comprehensive Plan which meets the 
requirement of § 66.1001 Wisconsin State Stats.  
 
This phase will begin with the identification of planning committee members which will take the 
form of the Village of Ironton Comprehensive Planning Committee (here after referred to as 
the ‘Committee’).  It is essential to recognize that the Committee be created to guide the planning 
process, including assistance in planning public participation efforts, reviewing and 
recommending changes to the draft plan as well as drafting of the plan, and recommending 
adoption of the Comprehensive Plan to the Village of Ironton Plan Commission and Village 
Board. 
  
Next Steps: Phases II & III (Not part of Consultant contract) 
 
Phase II Implementation of an adopted Comprehensive Plan, training for the elected and 
appointed officials, adoption of new zoning and land division regulations. 
 
Phase III  Continued evaluation of the Comprehensive Plan, development/re-development of 
local ordinances, continued active involvement with governmental entities.  
 
SCOPE OF SERVICES 
 
Project Coordination 
 
PC.1  Planning, Zoning & Land Records Committee Updates 
 
Consultant staff shall prepare and present at a minimum two progress reports (written or verbal) 
to the Planning, Zoning and Land Records Committee. The Planning Committee will prepare and 
present progress reports to the Village Board as needed.   
 
PC.2   Articles for the Newspaper 
 
The Planning Committee, with the aid of the Consultant, will prepare and present press releases 
to the local newspaper.  At a minimum, 2 press releases shall be submitted and printed 
throughout the planning process.  The Committee or designated person will be responsible for 
ensuring that such press releases are submitted and printed.     
 
PC.3   Adopt Written Public Participation Procedures 
 
In conjunction with this Scope of Services, the Village Board will adopt written procedures 
designed to foster public and stakeholder participation throughout the planning process.  A 
number of public participation methods will be utilized to effectively involve and keep the public 
informed.   
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PC.4   Miscellaneous Project Management 
 
Project management needed to keep the project on schedule.  Activities include phone calls, 
technical memos, e-mail correspondence, meeting preparation and follow-up, clerical support, 
project coordination with the Consultant and local governments, and grant reimbursement.  
 
Work Element 1:  Inventory Phase 
 
1.1 Map Compilation, Base map Projection, Map Production 
 
The Consultant will be primarily responsible for compiling, preparing and producing the required 
digital mapping for the comprehensive planning process. Data to be compiled will include: 
parcels, municipal boundaries and urban service areas, zoning, ortho photos, natural features 
such as topography, environmental corridors, watersheds, soils, geology, archeological and 
historical sites, rare and endangered species, or other maps as identified by the Committee.  The 
Committee and Municipality may need to provide information where the county cannot locate 
specific coverage’s.   
 
1.2 Land Use Inventory and Mapping 
 
The Consultant with the aid of the Municipality will coordinate and conduct a land use inventory 
throughout the community.  This will involve working with the Consultant to develop an 
appropriate approach and land use categories for the inventory.  The Consultant and Municipality 
will conduct the inventory primarily through aerial photography interpretation; data provided by the 
State of Wisconsin, supplemented by field checks where necessary, assessment records and 
review with local staff and officials.  With the data collected through the land use inventory, the 
Consultant will prepare a draft color project-area GIS map of existing land use.   
 
1.3 Data Collection and Analysis 
 
The Consultant will conduct detailed analyses and inventories of all data required by the 
Comprehensive Planning Law.  This will include inventories and analyses of existing conditions, 
trends and projections for demographics, housing, land use, natural, cultural and historic 
resources; economic; transportation; community facilities and utilities and all other data required 
by Wisconsin’s Comprehensive Planning Law.  These analyses and inventories will include 
attendant text, maps, photos, tables and charts for the data required for inclusion in each of the 
required nine comprehensive plan elements and be made available for inclusion in the 
Municipality’s Comprehensive Planning document.  
 
1.4 Review and Summarize Existing Plans and Ordinances 
 
The Consultant will review, summarize and analyze past implementation efforts of existing plans 
and ordinances by the Municipality.  The Consultant will also review and summarize existing 
relevant plans and studies prepared by other governmental entities that will affect growth and 
development in the Municipality. 
 
1.5 Population, Housing, Employment, Land Use Forecasts 
 
The Consultant will utilize DOA figures, trends analysis, static, linear or growth models to develop 
20-year forecasts for population, housing, employment and general and land use.  
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Work Element 2:  Community Participation and Issue Identification 
 
2.1 Involve Community, Neighboring Governments and Stakeholders 
 
a.  Committee Formation and Initial Meeting 
 
The Consultant and Municipality will promote and attend an information kick-off meeting.  The 
Consultant will prepare a presentation to help introduce the Comprehensive Planning Law and 
planning process.  It will be the responsibility of each municipality to form a Planning Committee 
to oversee plan development. 
 
b.  Public Participation Plan Development and Adoption 
 
The Consultant will use a variety of public participation techniques to meet State requirements for 
the comprehensive planning process.  The Consultant’s proposed palette of public participation 
techniques includes: 
 

o Community vision sessions; 
o Intergovernmental planning work sessions; 
o Community surveys; 
o Press releases; 
o Public input at local and cluster meetings; 
o Stakeholder interviews. 
 

The Consultant will prepare a formal public participation plan as part of the pre-planning stage.  
The Comprehensive Planning Law requires a citizen participation plan be formally adopted by 
each Municipality, and that this citizen participation plan provide written procedures that include 
opportunities for public participation in every stage of the comprehensive plan development.   
 
2.2  Community Survey 
 
The Consultant will provide the Municipality with a community survey to be reviewed by the Plan 
Commission and administered prior to the kick-off meeting.  The survey can be used to 
supplement the information generated from other forms of public input.  The survey will obtain 
public opinions and preferences on key subjects addressed in each of the nine comprehensive 
plan elements.  The Consultant will be responsible for designing the survey, distribution and 
collections, and compiling and analyzing the results. 
 
2.3  Community Visioning Session  
 
The Consultant will lead a community visioning session for each community that will result in the 
identification of comprehensive plan element goals, objectives and policies as well as key issues 
and opportunities.  The Session will also provide basic direction on the content of the 
Municipality’s comprehensive plan document.  The Session is a critical first step in the overall 
planning process as it will help the Municipality establish the framework for each of the required 
comprehensive plan elements.  The Consultant will facilitate one Visioning Session to develop 
goals, objectives and policies early in the process. 
 
2.4  Cluster Planning Committee Meetings 
 
The Consultant will conduct five (5) Cluster Planning Committee Meetings during the planning 
process to develop a community vision, goals, objectives and policies an well as identify future 
land uses.  The final cluster session will provide an opportunity for communities to discuss 
intergovernmental relations. 
 
 



 4

2.5  Open House 
 
The Comprehensive Planning Law requires each municipality to hold at least one formal public 
hearing with a Class 1 public notice prior to adoption of the “Final Comprehensive Plan”. Prior to 
adoption of each Municipality’s Final Plan, the Consultant will conduct a community open house. 
The intent of the community open house will be to provide an opportunity for the public to review 
and comment on the “Draft Plan”. After the community open house, the Municipality will adopt by 
resolution a “Recommended Plan”. After the Recommended Plan is adopted, copies will be 
forwarded by the Municipality to all affected public agencies, for comment, and as required by the 
Comprehensive Planning Law.  
 
2.6.  Public Hearing 
 
The final step in the plan adoption process is for the Municipality to hold a public hearing on the 
proposed “Final Comprehensive Plan” adoption ordinances and the “Final Comprehensive Plan” 
documents. The Municipality is required to consider any comments received on the 
Recommended Comprehensive Plan prior to adopting a Final Comprehensive Plan. After 
adoption of the ordinance for the Final Comprehensive Plan, the plan and adoption ordinance 
shall be distributed by the Municipality to the recipients listed in § 66.1001 Wisconsin State Stats.  
 
2.7   Technical Advisory Team 
 
The Consultant will utilize the resources and input of Sauk County’s Technical Advisory Team 
(TAT) throughout the planning process. 
 
Work Element 3:  Alternatives Analysis 
 
3.1 Prepare Projection Scenarios 
 
The Consultant will develop three different projection scenarios for each community, utilizing 
public, Committee and stakeholder input to identify a preferred scenario for each Municipality. 
 
3.2 Prepare Illustrations of Alternative Development Scenarios 
 
The Consultant will prepare graphic maps/plan views of three alternative development scenarios 
for the Municipality’s future (see more detailed discussion in the Land Use section in Work 
Element 4). The Consultant will then assist the communities in evaluating the scenarios and 
selecting a preferred alternative. 
 
Work Element 4:  Plan Development 
 
The Comprehensive Planning Law requires that all grant-funded comprehensive plans contain a 
description of the means by which all of the following 14 local, comprehensive planning goals will 
be achieved: 

1. Promotion of the redevelopment of lands with existing infrastructure and public services 
and the maintenance and rehabilitation of existing residential, commercial and industrial 
structures. 

2. Encouragement of neighborhood designs that support a range of transportation choices. 
3. Protection of natural areas, including wetlands, wildlife habitats, lakes, woodlands, open 

spaces and groundwater resources. 
4. Protection of economically productive areas, including farmland and forests. 
5. Encouragement of land uses, densities, and regulations that promote efficient 

development patterns and relatively low municipal, state governmental and utility costs. 
6. Preservation of cultural, historic and archeological sites. 
7. Encouragement of coordination and cooperation among nearby units of government. 
8. Building of community identity by revitalizing main streets, and enforcing design 

standards. 
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9. Providing an adequate supply of affordable housing for individuals of all income levels 
throughout each community. 

10. Providing adequate infrastructure and public services and an adequate supply of 
developable land to meet existing and future market demand for residential, commercial 
and industrial uses. 

11. Promoting the expansion or stabilization of the current economic base and the creation of 
a range of employment opportunities at the state, regional and local levels. 

12. Balancing individual property rights with community interests and goals. 
13. Planning and development of land uses that create or preserve varied and unique urban 

and rural communities. 
14. Providing an integrated, efficient and economical transportation system that affords 

mobility, convenience and safety and that meets the needs of all citizens, including 
transit-dependent and disabled citizens. 

 
The Consultant will prepare a comprehensive plan that address each of the 14 local, 
comprehensive planning goals and how they specifically relate to the Municipality. 
 
4.1 Prepare Draft and Final Plan  
 
The Consultant will prepare a comprehensive plan for the Municipality that includes each of the 
nine required comprehensive plan elements. The Law requires specific information to be included 
in each element. The Consultant will prepare a draft, recommended, and final version of the nine 
elements that meets the requirements of the Comprehensive Planning Growth Law.  These 
element documents will be included as chapters in the “Final Comprehensive Plan” document. 
 
Issues and Opportunities Element 
 
Information to be provided by the Consultant: A statement of overall objectives policies, goals, 
and programs of the Village to guide the future development and redevelopment of the local 
governmental unit over a 20-year planning period. Further, the following background information 
will be included in this element: population forecasts, household forecasts, employment forecasts, 
demographic trends, age distribution, education levels, income levels and employment 
characteristics.  At the election of the Municipality, background information may be included 
under each respective element chapter.  This element will also include a summarization of  
community input received from the vision session, open house and community survey. 
 
Housing Element 
 
Information to be provided by the Consultant: A compilation of objectives, policies, goals, maps 
and programs of the local governmental unit to provide an adequate housing supply that meets 
existing and forecasted housing demand. This element will also include a housing stock 
assessment that analyzes housing age characteristics, structural characteristics, value 
characteristics, and occupancy characteristics. Finally, this element will identify policies and 
programs that achieve the following: 

 
o Promote development of housing for residents of the local governmental unit;  
o Provide a range of housing choices that meet the needs of persons of all income 

levels and of all age groups and persons with special needs; 
o Promote the availability of land for development or redevelopment of low-income 

and moderate-income housing; 
o Maintain or rehabilitate the local governmental unit’s existing housing stock. 
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Transportation Element 
 
Information to be provided by the Consultant: a compilation of objectives, policies, goals, maps, 
and programs to guide the future development of the various modes of transportation including: 
highways, transit, transportation facilities for the disabled, bicycles, walking, railroads, air 
transportation, trucking, and water transportation. The element will also compare the local 
governmental unit’s objectives, policies, goals and programs to state and regional transportation 
plans; identify highways within the local governmental unit by function; and incorporate applicable 
state, regional and other transportation plans including transportation corridor plans, county 
highway functional and jurisdictional studies, urban area transportation plans, rural area 
transportation plans, airport master plans and rail plans. 
 
Utilities and Community Facilities Element 
 
Information to be provided by the Consultant: a compilation of objectives, policies, goals, maps 
and programs to guide future development of utilities and community facilities including sanitary 
sewer, stormwater management, water supply, solid waste disposal, on-site wastewater 
treatment technologies, recycling facilities, parks, telecommunication facilities, power 
plants/transmission lines, cemeteries, health care facilities, child care facilities, police, fire, 
rescue, libraries, schools, and other government facilities. Further, the Consultant will describe 
the existing and future public utility and community facilities and assess the future needs for 
government services related to such utilities and facilities. In addition, the Consultant will describe 
the approximate timetable that forecasts the need to expand or rehabilitate existing utilities and 
facilities and assess future needs for government services in the local governmental unit that are 
related to such utilities and facilities. 
 
Agricultural, Natural and Cultural Resources Element 
 
Information to be provided by the Consultant: a compilation of objectives, policies, goals, maps 
and programs for the conservation and promotion of the effective management of natural 
resources such as groundwater, forests, productive agricultural areas, environmentally sensitive 
areas, threatened or endangered species, stream corridors, surface water, floodplains, wetlands, 
wildlife habitat, metallic/non-metallic mineral resources, parks/open space, historical/cultural 
resources, community design, recreational resources, and other natural resources.  At the 
election of the Municipality, this element can be divided into two separate chapters including 
Agriculture & Natural & Cultural Resources. 
 
Economic Development Element 
 
Information to be provided by the Consultant: a compilation of objectives, policies, goals, maps 
and programs to promote the stabilization, retention or expansion of the economic base and 
quality employment opportunities in the local governmental unit. The Law requires analysis of the 
labor force and economic base of the communities and an assessment of the following: 
 

o Categories or types of new businesses and industries that are desired by the 
local governmental unit; 

o The local governmental unit’s strengths for attracting/retaining business and 
industry. The local governmental unit’s weaknesses for attracting/retaining 
business and industry. 

 
The Consultant will also: 

 
o Designate an adequate number of sites for such businesses and industries. 

Evaluate and promote the use of environmentally contaminated sites for 
commercial or industrial uses; 

o Identify applicable county, regional, and state economic development programs 
that apply to the governmental unit. 
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Intergovernmental Cooperation Element 
 
Information to be provided by the Consultant: a compilation of objectives, policies, goals, maps, 
and programs for joint planning and decision-making with other jurisdictions including: 
 

o School districts for siting and building public facilities and sharing public services; 
o Adjacent and other local governments for siting and building public facilities and 

sharing public services. 
 

The Consultant will also: 
 

o Analyze the relationship of the local governmental unit to school districts, 
adjacent local governments, the region, the state and other governmental units.  

o Identify existing/potential conflicts between the Municipalities and other 
governmental units and suggest a process to resolve conflicts; 

o Work closely with the Municipality and the County’s TAT to develop, review and 
finalize the content and recommendations of this element. 

 
Land Use Element 
 
Information to be provided by the Consultant: a compilation of objectives, policies, goals, maps, 
and programs to guide the future protection, development and redevelopment of public and 
private property. The Consultant will identify the amount, type, intensity and net density of 
agriculture, residential, commercial, industrial, other public uses and other private uses. The 
Consultant will analyze trends in land supply, demand, prices, opportunities for redevelopment 
and existing/potential land use conflicts. The Consultant will provide 20-year projections in five 
year increments for the following land uses: 
 

o Residential; 
o Agriculture; 
o Commercial; 
o Industrial. 

 
The Consultant will work with the Municipality to develop and finalize the following maps: 
 

o Current land use; 
o Future land use; 
o Productive agricultural soils natural limitations for building site development; 
o Floodplains; 
o Wetlands and other environmentally sensitive lands; 
o Boundaries of service areas of public utilities; 
o Boundaries of service areas of community facilities; 
o General location of future land uses by net density or other classifications. 

 
 
Identification of Smart Growth Areas 
 
The Consultant will identify Smart Growth Areas within each community. Smart Growth Areas are 
statutorily defined as areas that will enable the development and redevelopment of lands with 
existing infrastructure and municipal, state and utility services, where practicable, or that will 
encourage efficient development patterns that are both contiguous to existing development and at 
densities which have relatively low municipal, state governmental and utility costs. 
 
 
 
 



 8

Alternative Growth/Development Scenarios 
 
The consultant will provide three alternative growth scenarios for each community. These 
scenarios will reflect different development strategies and techniques that could include use of 
cluster, conservation subdivision or traditional neighborhood development principles to structure 
development projects in key expansion areas; or a continuation of existing development patterns 
and trends. With the guidance and assistance of the Consultant, the Municipality will be asked to 
determine which of the three alternatives they would like the Consultant to focus on for 
development of the Draft and Final Plans. 
 
Implementation Element 
 
Information to be provided by the Consultant: A compilation of policies and programs and specific 
actions to be completed in a stated sequence, including proposed changes to any local 
ordinance. 
 
In addition, the Consultant will provide the following information: 
 

o Describe how each element of the comprehensive plan will be integrated and 
made consistent with each other; 

o Provide a mechanism to measure progress toward achieving all aspects of the 
comprehensive plan, including a detailed table and timeline of actions Describe a 
process for updating the comprehensive plan every 10 years. 

 
4.2 Final Plan Production and Adoption 
 
The planning process will be conducted over approximately 18 months to complete the 
Municipality’s Comprehensive Plan to allow sufficient time for review and coordination with the 
County, the TAT and neighboring governmental jurisdictions. The consultant will provide all the 
final production and adoption services required by State Statutes. The Consultant will prepare 20 
hard copies of the Draft, Recommended and Final Plans for distribution to each Municipality. The 
Consultant will also submit one (1) master electronic copy of the Final Plan document and 
accompanying maps and graphics in Microsoft Word and PDF format to the Municipality. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                        End of Document 
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53913. http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/ 
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Wisconsin Department of Commerce.  201 West Washington Avenue, Madison, WI 53717. 
http://www.commerce.state.wi.us/ 
 
Wisconsin Small Business Development Center. University of Wisconsin, 975 University Ave., Rm. 
3260, Madison, WI 53706 
 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation. 4802 Sheboygan Ave. Madison, WI 53707-7910 
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Village of Ironton Community Survey 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
1. How long have you owned or rented property in the Village of Ironton? 
 

              <1 year     1 to 5 years     5 to 10 years     10 to 20 years      >20 years 
 

ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES 
 
2. The quality of life in the Village is excellent. 
 
       Strongly Agree     Agree     No Opinion     Disagree     Strongly Disagree 

 
3.    What are the three most important reasons for you and your family to live in the Village of Ironton? 

(i.e. cost of living, near family, employment) 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. How would you describe your thoughts towards future growth and development                                    

in the Village of Ironton? 
 

  We need to support and encourage growth and development. 
         We need to slow down the rate of growth and development in the Village of Ironton. 
          I would like to see the Village of Ironton stay the way it is. 
         The Village should focus on redevelopment and rehabilitation of existing buildings and land. 
          Not sure. 
 

HOUSING 
 
5.  The Village of Ironton needs more… (Please check one box in each category) 
 
  Strongly Agree Agree No Opinion Disagree Strongly Disagree 
A.  Single Family Homes           
B.  Duplexes (2 units)           
C.  Mobile Homes           
D.  Elderly/ Assisted Living           
E.  Rental Housing (3 or more units)           
F.  Condominiums           
G.  Other:           
            
6. Housing is generally affordable in the Village of Ironton. 

 
       Strongly Agree     Agree      No Opinion     Disagree     Strongly Disagree 
 
7.    The existing housing stock in the Village of Ironton is adequate. 
 
       Strongly Agree     Agree     No Opinion     Disagree     Strongly Disagree 
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CULTURAL AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
 
8.    The Village of Ironton should protect and promote buildings, sites, and artifacts of historical 

importance.   
 
       Strongly Agree     Agree      No Opinion      Disagree      Strongly Disagree 
 
 
9.  The items listed below are of concern in the Village. 
 

  
Strongly 

Agree Agree No Opinion Disagree 
Strongly 
Disagree 

A.  Overall drinking water Quality           
B.  Groundwater pollution           
C.  Surface water pollution due to runoff from roads, homes, cabins, 
      resorts and other development during construction           

D.  Surface & ground water quality impacts from Agriculture operations           
 
10.  The natural resource issues below are important to protect. 
 

  
Strongly 

Agree Agree  No Opinion Disagree 
Strongly 
Disagree 

A.    Air Quality           
B.    Farmland           
C.    Floodplains           
D.    Hillsides/Steep Slopes           
E.    Natural Areas           
F.    Rural Character           
G.    Scenic Views           
H.     Water quality of streams, creeks and rivers           
I.     Wetlands           
J.    Woodlands           
K.   Other:           

 
TRANSPORTATION 

 
11.   Please provide an opinion relating to the following statements on transportation facilities.  

 

  
Strongly 

Agree Agree No Opinion Disagree 
Strongly 
Disagree 

A.    The overall road network (roads, highways) meets 
the needs of the citizens           

B.    The condition of Village roads is adequate for 
intended uses           

C.    Biking facilities should be maintained & 
improved as an alternative mode of transportation 
in the village           

D.    Sidewalks and trails should be maintained and 
expanded to encourage walking in the Village           

E.    Transportation services for the elderly are 
adequate in the Village           

F.    Area car pooling/"park and ride" facilities should 
be provided in the Village           

G.    Horse traffic and animal waste is of a concern to 
me in the Village.           

        H.    Other:           
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12.  Are there any transportation facility needs or problems in the Village of Ironton that need to be 
addressed? 

 
       Yes       No     Unsure 
 
       If yes, explain which locations and why. 

____________________________________________________________________     
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 
13.   Indicate whether you feel the following businesses are adequate in the Village. 
 

  
Strongly 

Agree Agree No Opinion Disagree 
Strongly 
Disagree 

A.  Commercial Development           
B.  Industrial Development           
C.  Market/Grocery Store           
D.  Professional Office/Service           
E.  Arts & Entertainment           
F.  Tourism/Hospitality           
G.  Agriculture Supply/Service           
H.  Restaurant           

I.   Daycare           
J.   Convenience store           
K.  Other           
 
14.   If you responded as “Strongly Disagree” or “Disagree” to any of the choices under question 17, what 

suggestions do you have? 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
COMMUNITY UTILITIES AND FACILITIES 

 
15. The following facilities are adequate in the Village. 

 

  
Strongly 

Agree Agree No Opinion Disagree 
Strongly 
Disagree 

A.  Library           
B.  Village Hall / Police Dept.           
C.  Fire / EMT Station           
D.  Public Works Building           
E.  Recreational Facilities (e.g. Ball Fields)           
F.  Swimming Pool           
G.  Bike Paths           
H.  Park Space           
I.   Snowmobile Trails           

J.   Sidewalks           
K.  Golf Course           
L.  Other           
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16.  The need for the following should be a high priority. 
 

  
Strongly 

Agree Agree No Opinion Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

A.  Bike Trails           
B.  Library           
C.  Soccer Fields           
D.  Walking / Hiking / C.C. Ski Trails           
E.  Playground and Equipment           
F.  Picnic Areas/Shelters           
G.  Rec. Services - Director           
H.  Dog Parks           
I.    Baseball/Softball Fields           
J.    Summer Recreation Program           
K.  Outdoor Skating Rink           
L.  Tennis Court           
M.  Other:           
 
17.  The Village of Ironton’s community facilities have adequate provisions for the differently abled? (i.e. 

handicap accessibility) 
 
       Strongly Agree         Agree         No Opinion       Disagree        Strongly Disagree 
 
       If Disagree or Strongly Disagree, Explain which locations and why. 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

18.   In general, law enforcement services for the Village of Ironton… (Please check one box for each 
category) 

 

 
19.  In general, the Village of Ironton Public Works Department…  

 
20.  In general, the Village of Ironton’s Administrative Staff…  
 

  
Strongly 
Agree Agree No Opinion Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 
A.  Responds to requests in a timely manner           
B.  Is courteous and polite           
C.  Is knowledgeable and helpful           
D.  Other:           
 

  
Strongly 
Agree Agree No 

Opinion Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

A.  Provide a feeling of safety in the community           
B.  Provide adequate protection and coverage           
C.  Respond in a timely manner when called           
D.  Other:           

  Strongly Agree Agree No 
Opinion Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 
A.  Adequately maintains local infrastructure (roads, utilities)           
B.  Responds in a timely manner when called           
C.  Addresses concerns with respect and fairness           
D.  Other:           
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21.  The following services are adequate. 
 

  Strongly Agree Agree No Opinion Disagree Strongly Disagree 

A.  Ambulance service           

B.  Fire Department           

C.  Library           

D.  School System           

E.  Park and Recreational Facilities           

F.  Storm Water Management           

G.  Garbage Collection           

H.  Recycling Program           

I.    Electrical Service/Supply            

J.   Telephone           

K.  Cable           

L.   Internet           

M.  Cell Phone Service           

N.   Other:           
 

LAND USE 
 

22. The following features in the downtown of the Village of Ironton are adequate? 
 
  Strongly Agree Agree No Opinion Disagree Strongly Disagree 
A.  Overall area layout           
B.  Building appearance           
C.  Historic character           
D.  Business signs           
E.  Street signs           
F.  Sidewalks           
G.  Parking availability           
H.  Traffic flow/ circulation           
I.   Trees /Streetscape           
J.   Lighting           
K.  Mix of business           

L.  Other:           
 
 
23. The following are statements that suggest choices about future directions for the Village of Ironton. 

 

 
 
 

  
Strongly 

Agree Agree  No Opinion Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

A.    New housing should be encouraged in the Village           
B.     The Village should annex land as a means to accommodate 

future growth           
C.     The Village should promote smaller lot sizes and redevelopment 

to use less land for future growth           
D.    Neighborhood preservation around the downtown areas is more 

important than downtown business expansion           
E.     The Village should support residential subdivisions           
F.     The Village should continue to pursue downtown revitalization           
G.    The communities should require vegetated buffer strips between 

new development and natural areas, like wetlands           
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24.   The following features along Highway 58 within the Village of Ironton are adequate? 

 
25.  In your opinion what are the three most important land use issues in the Village of Ironton? 

 
1. _________________________________________________________ 

       2.     _________________________________________________________ 
3. _________________________________________________________ 

 
26.  Which of the following design features for new residential neighborhoods do you support for the   

Village?  (Please check all of the design standards that you support) 
 
        Sidewalks     Bike Paths   
        Street trees      Alleys   
        Decorative street lighting   Narrower streets    
        Neighborhood parks   Front porches and other architectural standards for houses   
        Neighborhood schools                      Shopping centers within walking distance 
 
27.  Should the Village of Ironton preserve and enhance the “Village Center” area? 
 
       Strongly Agree     Agree     No Opinion     Disagree     Strongly Disagree 
 
28. Should the Village of Ironton apply aesthetic guidelines or standards to new construction in the 

“Village Center” area? 
 
        Strongly Agree     Agree     No Opinion     Disagree    Strongly Disagree 
 

PLAN IMPLEMENTATION 
 

29.   The following means should be used to achieve the goals of growth management and resource 
protection in the Village. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 Strongly 

Agree Agree No 
Opinion  Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 
A.  Overall area layout           
B.  Building appearance           
C.  Business signs           
D.  Street signs           
E.  Sidewalks           
F.  Business parking lots           
G.  Traffic flow circulation           
H.  Business landscaping           
I.   Street trees           
J.   Lighting of building/ parking           
K.  Mix of business           

  Strongly Agree Agree No Opinion Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

A.  Land Owner Education           
B.  Regulation           
C.  Tax incentive           
D.  Acquisition           
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30.   Should the Village of Ironton consider these ways of financing future needs for public facilities, parks, 

utilities, and roads? 
 

Taxation   State and Federal Grants   Special Assessments   New Development Impact Fees      
 
       User Fees     Private Fundraising     Other (Please specify)__________________ 

 
GENERAL OPINION 

 
31.  What do you feel is the single biggest issue facing the Village of Ironton over the next several years? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
32.  What do you want the Village of Ironton to look like in 20 years? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

33.  Do you feel that the Village board and staff communicate adequately with residents? 
 

          Yes      No  (Please specify)______________________________________________ 
 
       Please check the method (s) of communication that you would like to see used more. 
 
       Website      E-mail Announcements     Cable Access Announcements     Open Houses 
  
        Newspaper notices/ Feature Articles      Newsletters    Other____________     Radio 
 
34.  Have you volunteered in any Village activities in the past five years? 
 
       Yes     No 

 
       Would you be interested in future opportunities? 
 
       Yes     No 
 
35.  Would you be willing to serve on the Planning Committee? 
 
       Yes     No 
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Strengths 
 

• Improvement in streets, sewer/water, community building 
• Availability of expansion, current vacant lots 
• Small community character 
• Safe environment 
• Historical background-mining 
• Affordable housing 
• Small town, friendly neighbors, quiet, peaceful 
• Park, recreation, facilities 
• Utilities, clean water 
• Close location to larger markets 
• Village services 
• Recent development, housing upgrades 
• Taxes 
 
Weaknesses 
 
• 2 bars, 1 church – lack business commercial/retail 
• Straighten 58N 
• No new subdivision lots 
• No childcare 
• Natural gas unavailable 
• Parking at recreational field 
• No convenient businesses (gas, grocery etc.) Elderly need businesses 
• Park are not very good 
• Only one well in Village 
• Average size of lot 
• Sewer and water may run through the lot so prohibits building 
• Trailer park looks run down 
• Community does not stand behind the Board to help 
• No focal point in the community such as a school/church 
• Confusion with emergency services, multiple mailing cities 
 
Opportunities 
 
• Vacant lots available for expansion 
• Upgrade park areas 
• More communication between village people and with trailer park 
• Elderly housing 
• Youth activities in the community 
• Community recreational opportunities 
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• Create own identity 
• Post office 
• Clean up water resources- farm runoff 
• Create more community involvement, recreation field 
• Daycare, eldercare, apartments 
• New playground equipment 
• Dog park 
• Restore nostalgic buildings 
• Café, coffee house 
 
Threats 
 
• Growing too fast 
• Trailer park – looks run down 
• La Valle & Caz attract more business 
• Hwy 58 
• No police, fire, ambulance 
• Trailer park – lack of home upkeep 



Planning Implementation Tools
Traditional Neighborhood Design

The Wisconsin Comprehensive Planning law defi nes Traditional 
Neighborhood Development (TND) to mean: A compact, mixed use 
neighborhood where residential, commercial and civic buildings are 
within close proximity to each other.  It is a planning concept based 
on traditional small towns and city neighborhoods. The variety of uses 
permits educational facilities, civic buildings and commercial estab-
lishments to be located within walking distance of private homes. A 
TND is served by a network of paths, streets and lanes designed for 
pedestrians as well as vehicles.  Residents have the option of walk-
ing, biking or driving to places within their neighborhood. Potential 
future modes of transit are also considered during the planning stages.  
Public and private spaces have equal importance, creating a balanced 
community that serves a wide range of home and business own-
ers. The inclusion of civic buildings and civic space such as plazas, 
greens, parks and squares enhances community identity and value. 
Such neighborhoods allow the effi cient use of public resources and 
can help preserve the historic and architectural character of the com-
munity.

Figure 1.  Schrenk-Atwood neighborhood in Madison, WI is an old 
neighborhood that exemplifi es the components of a traditional neighborhood.

Potential Uses
Walkable neighborhoods

Reduced use of automobiles

Revitalization of historic areas

Increased neighborhood vitality

Housing variety

Mixed use neighborhoods

Meet market demand

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

Center for Land Use Education November 2005www.uwsp.edu/cnr/landcenter/

TOOL DESCRIPTION

Diversity and Density – Schoeps Ice Cream 
Factory and Residences

Walkable size  – Marquette Elementary 
School

Connecting Street Grid

Transportation Choices – Bike Path

Institutions – Atwood Community Center

Parks and Community Places Business Core



CREATION
To use this tool, communities will need to adopt a TND ordinance 
or include appropriate language in an existing ordinance to 
allow the development and redevelopment of land consistent 
with the design principles of traditional neighborhoods. 
The Comprehensive Planning Law for Wisconsin requires 
communities over 12,500 in population to enact a specifi c TND 
ordinance. UW Extension has created a sample ordinance that 
communities can adapt to their particular situation.  (see section 
“For More Information, page 4)

The Wisconsin law does not require communities to map the 
ordinance.  This allows the ordinance to be treated as a zoning 
district designation, an overlay zone, a fl oating zone or as a 
modifi ed approach to Planned Unit Development (PUD).

ADMINISTRATION
Municipalities need to develop an effi cient and expedited 
review process for traditional neighborhood developments that 
encourages developers to use the ordinance.  Long approval 
processes make this type of development cost-prohibitive.  
Implementation is similar to the process for other developments:

An initial conference to discuss the proposal and appropriate 
procedures.
Submittal and approval of a “General Implementation Plan” 
and request for a zoning map amendment to a “Traditional 
Neighborhood Development District”.  The plan should 
contain: 

A general location map
A site inventory and analysis
A conceptual site plan
A conceptual storm water management plan
Identifi cation of the architectural style(s) of the TND and 
the accompanying site design style(s).
A written report that provides general information about 
the covenants, conservation easements, or agreements 
which will infl uence the use and maintenance of the 
proposed development.

Submittal and approval of a “Final Implementation Plan” 
containing:

Final site and stormwater plan
Detailed elevations of all proposed commercial buildings 
and typical elevations of residential buildings
A utilities plan
Phasing plans, where applicable 

1.

2.

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

f.

3.

a.
b.

c.
d.

IMPLEMENTATION

TND Design Principals
 . 
A traditional neighborhood:

Is compact with a discernable 
center;
Is designed for the human scale 
with buildings placed closer 
to the street and a variety of 
gathering places.
Provides a mix of uses, including 
residential, commercial, civic, 
and a variety of open space uses 
in close proximity to one another 
within the neighborhood;
Provides a mix of housing styles, 
types, and sizes to accommodate 
households of all ages, sizes, and 
incomes;
Incorporates a system of 
relatively narrow, shaded, 
interconnected streets with 
sidewalks, bikeways, and transit 
that offer multiple routes for 
motorists, pedestrians, and 
bicyclists and provides for the 
connections of those streets to 
existing and future developments;
Retains existing buildings or 
creates new buildings with 
historical or architectural features 
that enhance the visual character 
of the community;
Incorporates signifi cant 
environmental features into the 
design;
Reserves prominent sites and 
vistas for signifi cant buildings or 
features
Has an elementary school close 
enough so that most children can 
walk from their homes.
Places parking lots and garage 
doors away from the fronts of the 
street
Should be organized to be self-
governing
Is consistent with the 
community’s comprehensive 
plan.

Adapted from information obtained 
from the Village of Sun Prairie

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦



Report Card: Traditional Neighborhood Design
Cost Money or staff resources required to implement tool.

B
TND will require additional staff time for design review.  If 
this time is too excessive, developers may fi nd this tool cost-
prohibitive.  Developers will incur increased cost in upfront design 
work but can recoup that expense in lower infrastructure cost.

Public Acceptance The public’s positive or negative perception of the tool. 

B
The public may be concerned about the impact of increased 
density on property values.  They do appreciate the walkability of 
the neighborhoods and the nearness of services.

Political Acceptance Politician’s willingness to implement tool.

B
It is critical for elected offi cials, planning commission members 
and zoning boards to understand the concept and goals of this 
type of development.  They can make it cost prohibitive for 
developers if they don‛t (the approval process takes too long).

Equity Fairness to stakeholders regarding who incurs costs and consequences.

B
TND improves the quality of life for all but may not be perceived 
that way unless neighbors understand the concept.  Amenities 
and demand may make them too expensive for some unless 
accommodations are made for low income housing.

Administration Level of complexity to manage, maintain, enforce, and monitor the tool.

B
With a streamlined approval process, it is no more diffi cult 
to administer than any other subdivision ordinance.  Municipal 
staff will need to be trained in this design approach to make it 
effi cient.

Scale The geographic scale at which tool is best implemented.

Municipal
This is best implemented within individual communities though 
collaboration between neighboring communities would be possible 
if their ordinances were consistent.

GRADING EXPLANATION
A - Excellent
B - Above Average

C - Average
D - Below Average

F - Failing

Comments and grades were derived from a Delphi process conducted with practicing planners and educators in 2005



Sun Prairie’s TND Neighborhoods: 
The City of Sun Prairie currently has three large traditional 
neighborhoods under development as well as one smaller housing 
project strongly infl uenced by TND design concepts.  One of them, 
Liberty Square, is a 140-acre, 680-unit TND.  Liberty Square will 

contain a wide range of housing types including single-family 
homes on varying lot sizes, several different multi-family 

housing options, and senior housing facilities.  The 
development will also include a neighborhood scale 

town center commercial area, several small parks 
and open spaces, connecting trails and a new 

neighborhood park for residents in the 
area.  Additional information about 

SunPrairie’s TND developments 
can be found on the city’s 

website at: http://www.
cityofsunprairie.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Virtual TND Tours.  Take a “stroll” through some of the most popular TNDs nationwide, 
arranged by state. Just click on the TND’s name.  http://www.tndhomes.com/tours.htm.

Barnett, Jonathan (2003).  Redesigning Cities - Principles, Practice, Implementation.  Planners Press, American 
Planning Association, Washington, D.C.

Langdon, Phillip (1999).  New Development, Traditional Pattern.  Planning Commissioners Journal.  Article 
305, Issue 36  

Ohm, Brian W., James A. LaGro, Jr., Chuck Strawser (2001).  A Model Ordinance for Traditional Neighborhood 
Development.  University of Wisconsin Extension.  Available at http://www.wisc.edu/urpl/people/ohm/projects/
tndord.pdf
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Vision Themes  * Denotes top 5 selected vision elements from both groups 
 

• Maintain small town atmosphere* 
• Encourage new growth and development 
• Improve all forms of transportation – sidewalks- wider streets* 
• Create a Village of identity* 
• Increase social opportunities, community involvement, child recreation* 
• Create multi-use business opportunities* 
• Improving housing structure and quality appearance 
• Elderly, kid friendly community, multi-generational community* 
• Retaining small town atmosphere* 
• Gas station, convenience store, locally owned small town business* 
• Traditional 2-story houses, with front porches etc. 
• Community functions, get together 
• Subdivisions 
• Daycare facility 
• Up to date communication infrastructure 
• Promote community identity based on Village history* 
• Keeping the natural resources 
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Vision Themes – Sorted by Suggested Categories   
* Denotes top 5 selected vision elements from both groups 

 
Economic Opportunity 

 
• Create multi-use business opportunities* 
• Gas station, convenience store, locally owned small town business* 
• Daycare facility 

 
Utilities and Services 
 

• Up to date communication infrastructure 
 
Government Involvement 
 

• Improve all forms of transportation – sidewalks- wider streets* 
 
Managed, Planned Growth 
 

• Encourage new growth and development 
• Subdivisions 

 
Sense of Place, Welcoming Community, Safety and Security 

 
• Maintain small town atmosphere* 
• Create a Village of identity* 
• Increase social opportunities, community involvement, child recreation* 
• Improving housing structure and quality appearance 
• Elderly, kid friendly community, multi-generational community* 
• Retaining small town atmosphere* 
• Traditional 2-story houses, with front porches etc. 
• Community functions, get together 
• Promote community identity based on Village history* 
• Keeping the natural resources 
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