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RESOLUTION N<Y. ~(.)-2004

Approving the Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan
filed by the Town of Reedsburg

WHEREAS, §66.100 I Wis. Stats, establishes the required elements and procedure for local governments
to develop and adopt a compreheqsive plan, and §66.1001 Wis. Stats(2) identifies the required elements of the
comprehensive plan; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Reedsburg Town Board appointed an 18-member Comprehensive Plan
Committee composed of Town residents and landowners who collectively, through their differing viewpoints, best
represented the perspectives ofall residents and landowners in the ToWn; and

WHEREAS, the 18-member Comprehensive Plall Committee incorporated numerous public input
opportunities so as to best develop a comprehensive plan that best represents the wishes of all Town residents and
landowners; and

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan Committee met for a period of 14-months to develop a
comprehensive plan that was endorsed by consensus of the entire Committee; and

WHEREAS, the Town of ReedsbW;g .Town Board held a public hearing on the adoption of the Town of
Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan (2004) onJuly 12, 2004 consistent with §66.100l(4) Wis. Stats; and

WHEREAS, at their August 5, 2004 meeting, the Town of Reedsburg Plan Commission recommended
that the Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive PI~ (2004) be adopted as an Ordinance by the Town of Reedsburg
Town Board; and

WHEREAS, on September 13, 2004 the Town of Reedsburg Town Board adopted the Town of Reedsburg
Comprehensive Plan (2004) as an Ordinance; and

WHEREAS, The Planning, Zoning and Land Records Conunittee held a public hearing on September 28,
2004 to review the Town ofReedsburg Comprehensive Plan (2004) under petition # 25-2004; and

WHEREAS, after studying the Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan (2004), your Committee
recommends that the Town ofReedsburg Comprehensive Plan (2004) be APPROVED.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Sauk County Board of Supervisors met in regular
session, that the Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan (2004) as detailed in Petition #25-2004, as filed with the
Sauk County Clerk, be APPROVED.

For consideration by the Sauk County Board ofSupervisors on October 19,2004.

Respectfully submitted,
PLANNING, ZONING & LAND RECORDS
COMMITTEE

Lester Weise, Chair

Halsey Sprecher

Fiscal Note:
No fiscal impact

S:~lanning\rezone\2004'&eptember\ReedsbuTg\reslwp



COMPREHENSIVE PLAN QRDINANCE NO. 9-13.()4
AN ORDINANCE TOADOPT THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF THE TOWN OF

.. REEDSBURG ,WISCONSIN

The Town Board ·ofthe Town ofReedshurg, Sauk county, Wisconsin, do ordain
asfoUows:

SECTION 1. Pursuant to section 62.23(2) and (3) ofthe Wisconsin Statutes, the
Town ofReedsburg is authorized to prepare and adopt a comprehensive plan as defined
in section 66.10019(l)(a) and 66.1001(2) ofthe Wisconsin Statutes.

SECTION 2. The Town Board ofthe Town ofReedsburg, Wisconsin, has
adopted written procedures designed to foster public participation in every stage ofthe
preparation ofa comprehensive plan as required by seCtion 66JOOl(4)(a) ofthe
Wisconsin Statutes.

SECTION 3. The Plan Cotl'Jll}ission of the Town ofReedsburg, by a majority
vote ofthe entire commission recorded in its official minutes, has adopted a resolution
recommending to the Town B0ard the adoptionofthe~ent entitled «TOWN OF
REEDSBURG COMPREHENSIVE PLAN," containing all ofthe elements specified in
Section 66.1001(2) ofthe Wisconsin Statutes.

,

SECTION 4. The To~ ofReedsburg has held at le~tone public hearing on
this ordinance, in compliance with the requirements ofsection 66.roo1 (4)(d) ofthe
Wisconsin Statutes, and provided numerous other opportunities fur public involvement
per its adopted public participation strate~ and procedures.

SECTION 5. The Town Board ofthe Town ofReedsburg, Wisconsin, does by
enactment ofthis ordinance, formally adopt thedoeument entitled, «TOWN OF
REEDSBURG COMPREHENSIVE PLAN," pursuant to section 66.1001(4)(c) ofthe
Wisconsin Statutes.

SECTION 6. This ordinance shall take effect uPon passage ofa majority vote of
the members-elect ofthe Town Board and publication/posting $ required by law.

Adopted this 13th day of SEPTEMBER, 2004

f2~
Ed Brooks, Town Board Chairman

Attest .... ... ~
~.~

Gene Hackbarth, Town Clerk
PublishedlPosted on 9-23-2004



PLAN COMMISSION RESOLUTION 8-5-04

APP:ROVING AND RECOMMEDING TIm COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
OF tHE TOWN OF REEDSBURG IN SAUK COUNTY, WISCONSIN

WHEREAS, 66.100.1 (4), Wisconsin Stattttes,establish·the required
procedure fbi' a localgovenunentto adoptacomprehrnsive plan,and
66.1001(2) identifies the required elements ofacqmprehensiveplan; and

WHEREAS, the TOW1lofR.eeA~btirgPlaI1 COmmission b.as.the authority
to recommend that the Town Board adopt a~'¢omprehensiveplan" under 66.1001(4)(b);
and

c WHEREAS,the Town has ptepat"edthe attat;heddocument(named
TOWN OF REEDSBURG COMPREHENSIYE~~ANkcontainjngallmaps.and other
descriptive materials, to be the comprehensivepl~for theTown under 66.1001 ,
Wisconsin Statutes, and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE ITRESOL\lEDti:\at the Plan Commission ofthe
Town ofReedsbur~ herebyapp~oves the.atttWh~d!()~OF REEDSBURG .•.
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN as ithe Town'~CQ11l.preheJ1siveJ?1anun.der 66.1001(4); and

BE IT.FURTHERRESOLVED ••·~attheS¢cretary·.ofthePlanCommissjon
certifies a copy ofthe attached TOWN OF REESIRJRG COMPREHENSIVE PLAN to
the Town Board; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOVED that the Plan Commission hereby
recommends that the Town Board adopt an ordinance to constitute official Town
approval ofthe TOWN OF REEDSBURG COMPREHENSIVE PLAN as the Town's
Comprehensive Plan under 66.1001.

Adopted tlris 5th day ofAUGUST, 2004.

~.•.~
Linda Borleske
Plan Commission Chair

ATTEST:

~·Pf~Q~
Gene Hackbarth.,
Plan CommissionSecretaty
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter One: Introduction 

As part of the State of W isconsin’s 1999-2000 biennial budget, Governor Thompson signed 

legislation, often referred to as “Smart Growth,” is intended to provide local governmental 
units with the tools to create comprehensive plans, to promote more informed land-use 

un

policies.  This “Smart Growth” legislation includes a substantive definition of a 
comprehensive plan and provides an essential framework for local land-use decision-making. 
It also helps local officials to determine the likely impacts of their decisions by ensuring that 

au

they consider all aspects of community life. 

In the summer of 2002, the Sauk County Department of Planning & Zoning announced that 

oces

it would apply for a 2003 Comprehensive Planning grant from the State of W isconsin to 
facilitate planning processes for municipalities to enable them to develop and adopt local 
Comprehensive Plans.  As a result of this effort, 21 Sauk County municipalities passed 
resolutions indicating their desire to be a co-applicant to the grant.  Reedsburg was one of 

iannn

these municipalities. 

In the spring of 2003,Sauk County announced that the 21 municipalities were awarded a 
2003 Comprehensive Planning grant in the amount of $288,000.  The Town of Reedsburg 

h ire ensv

received a portion of the total grant award money. 

Once the overall grant was awarded, Towns in Sauk County could choose to contract with a 
private consultant or Sauk County as the consultant to aid them with the development of 
their Comprehensive Plans.Seven Towns chose to contract with SaukCounty.Staff 

tsor

planning process in the summer of 2003. 

10.
  The Hi f theCo e Pl g Pr s in S k Co ty o mp y 

into law one of the State’ omprehensive pieces of land-use legislation.  This s most c

decisions and to enc ies to create more balanced land-use rules and ourage state agenc

limitations prevented Sauk County from working with all seven towns at onc  Sauk County e.
held a drawing to fairly determine when each Town would begin their planning process 
(spring 2003, 2004, or 2005)  The Town of Reedsburg elected to begin their comprehensive .


drounciannnh ire ensvd be s ur  Town ofRe g Comp e Pl g Ba kg11.

This Comprehensive Plan for the Town of Reedsburg is the culmination of twelve months 
of work on the part of the Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Planning Committee.  Input 
from numerous other citizens of the Town, and knowledgeable people from throughout 
Sauk County have also given forth their effort toward its completion.  The Plan is composed 
of nine primary elements,as defined by W is.Stat. 66.1001. 

These nine elements are: 
‹ issues and opportunities ‹ economic development 
‹ housing ‹  natural resources 
‹ agriculture resources ‹  intergovernmental cooperation and 
‹ utilities and community resources ‹ land use 
‹ transportation 

SaukCountyDepartment of Planning and Zoning 1 11/09/04 



                                                                       

                                    

   
 

 
   

 
 
               

               
                 

 
                   

                  
           

 
 
                 

            
            

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
    
   

  
    
  

  
 

  
  

    

  
  

   
  

    
   

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan	� Chapter One: Introduction 

Each chapter of the Plan addresses one of the nine elements.  Certain chapters include 
purpose statements that provide a detailed description of and the rationale for the chapter’s 
contents.  Every chapter presents a primary goal followed by the objectives and the 
identified policies that coincide with that goal in relation to its Plan element. 
A definition of each follows: 

‹ Go are broad,advisorystatements that express general publicpriorities about how the Town should 
approach preservation and development issues.These goals are based on keyissues,opportunities and 
problems that affect the Town and are derived from the future Vision of a Town. 

las

‹ Obj suggest future directions in a waythat is more specificthan goals.The ac
objective contributes to the fulfillment of the goal.W hile achievement of an objective is often not easily 
measured,objectives are usuallyattainable through policies and specificimplementation activities. 

ives
tec
 complishment of an 

courses of action,or programs used to ensure Plan implementation and to accomplish ‹ Pol are rules,
the goals and objectives.Town decision-makers should use policies,including any“housing density 
policy,”on a day-to-daybasis.Success in achieving policies is usuallymeasurable. 

A series of charts, tables and maps accompany the discussion of each element in order to 
further illustrate both background information and the intent of the identified goals, 
objectives and policies. 

In addition, the Plan builds upon the fourteen local comprehensive planning goals delineated 
by W isconsin’s Comprehensive Planning Legislation.  It recognizes that it is responsible for: 

1)	 promoting the redevelopment of lands with existing infrastructure and public 
services; and for promoting the maintenance and rehabilitation of existing 
residential, commercial and industrial structures 

2) Advancing neighborhood designs that support a range of transportation choices 
3) Protecting natural areas, including wetlands, wildlife habitats, lakes and 

woodlands, open spaces and groundwater resources 

iices

4)	 Protecting economically productive areas, including farmland and forests 
5)	 Encouragement of land uses, densities and regulations that promote efficient 

development patterns and relatively low municipal, state governmental and utility 
costs. 

6) Preservation of cultural historic and archaeological sites. 
7) Encouragement of coordination and cooperation among nearby units of 

government. 
8) Building of community identity by revitalizing main streets and enforcing design 

standards. 
9) Providing an adequate supply of affordable housing for individuals of all income 

levels throughout each community. 
10) Providing adequate infrastructure and public services and an adequate supply of 

developable land to meet existing and future market demand for residential, 
commercial and industrial land uses.   

11) Promoting the expansion or stabilization of the current economic base and the 
creation of a range of employment opportunities at the state, regional and local 
levels. 

SaukCountyDepartment of Planning and Zoning 2	� 11/09/04 



                                                                       

                                    

   
  

   
    

 
 

 
 

 
     
    

 
     

 
 

 
 

   
  

 
 

    
   

  
       

 

           
                

         
         
         
             

 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
 

 
 
 

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter One: Introduction 

12) Balancing individual property rights with community interests and goals. 
13) Planning and development of land uses that create or preserve varied unique 

urban and rural communities. 
14) Providing an integrated, efficient and economical transportation system that 

affords mobility, convenience and safety and that meets the needs of all citizens, 
including transit dependent and disabled citizens. 

PublcPa

Publicparticipation is an integral part of the comprehensive planning process.The process 
is designed so that the voices of people from the Town guide the format,direction and 
policies of the final Plan.Publicinput is elicited at everystep of the process.The 
Comprehensive Planning Committee,made up of residents from the Town,is the steering 
Committee for the process.Comprehensive Planning Committee members assist in 
developing the CommunitySurvey.A “Visioning Session”asks communityparticipants and 
committee member to define and rankstrengths,weaknesses,opportunities,and threats to 
the Town.It also asks them to rate photos of different types of housing development, 
communityattributes so as to assess preferences for the visual character of the Town.In 
essence it is a process designed to gather ideas about the future direction of the Town of 
Reedsburg so as to foster the development of the Plan’s goals,objectives and policies.The 
visioning process effectivelyand broadlyaddresses the needs,desires,and thoughts of 
residents and landowners in the Town of Reedsburg.The process results in the creation of 
focus groups with the goal of discussing and debating a specificplan element and the policy-
making for that element.Near the close of the process,a CommunityOpen House is 

ion 

organized so that the Town’s publicmaycome and comment on the Plan document before 
it is finalized.The Open House is followed bya PublicHearing to approve the final draft of 

ii tcpa

the plan. 

tr

With the recognition that this process has developed goals, objectives, policies and 

i

maps f the nine elements and has flly ouor each of u achieved the f rteen stated goals of 
Wisconsin’ om ded ans C prehensive Planning Legislation, and that this process inclu
extensive public participation component, the Town ofReedsburg is pleased to 

12.

recognize that the Town ofReedsburg Comprehensive Plan meets and in many 
instances exceeds the minim mreqirements ex nder Wis.tat.66100.u u pressed u S . 1

anrpos13. Pu eofthePl

The Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan is intended to update and replace the Town’s 
Land Use Plan adopted in 1990.The updated plan will allow the Town to guide future 
growth,development,preservation,and includes precise guidelines for plan implementation, 
future review,amendments and direction relative to further policydevelopment.The 
purposes of the Comprehensive Plan are many,however for the Town of Reedsburg,the 
highlighted purposes include the following: 

SaukCountyDepartment of Planning and Zoning 3 11/09/04 



                                                                       

                                    

  
 

   
 

   
 

  
  

  
 

 
   

  
 

  
  

 
 

 
   

 
 
  
   
 

 
   

 
  
   

 
   

  
 

 
    

 
    

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

    

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter One: Introduction 

ó Identify those areas appropriate for development and preservation through established 
guidelines. 

ó Preserve farming as a primary way of life and ensure its future viability by incorporating 
innovative farming, land division and housing placement practices. 

ó Preserve the overall view of the Town made up of wooded hillsides, farmsteads, fields 
and prairie through innovative guidelines. 

ó Ensure the continuance of Reedsburg’s overall community atmosphere. 
ó Being innovative with the development and use of cluster development, density policy, 

Transfer of Development Rights, new lot and home siting standards, and achieving a 
balance between proposed development and the preservation of the make up and future 
of Reedsburg. 

ó Provide detailed strategies and a timeline for the implementation of the Plan and 
continue to work closelywith Sauk County. 

This Comprehensive Plan has been prepared under the State of W isconsin’s Comprehensive
�
Planning Legislation, adopted in 1999 and contained in §66.1001,W isconsin Statutes.  This
�
plan meets all of the statutory elements and requirements of this new law and further meets
�
all fourteen goals of the Comprehensive Planning Legislation.
�

In addition to meeting the new legislation, this Plan complies with the State’s Farmland
�
Preservation Program.  The Plan specifically includes policies, programs and maps related to:
�

ó Preserving prime agriculture land.
�
ó Managing rural growth in such a way to minimize conflict with agricultural operations.
�
ó Using innovative strategies to preserve agriculture land such as Transfer of Development 


Rights, Purchase of Development Rights, Density Policies, and Cluster Development. 
ó Protecting significant natural resources, open space,scenic, historic and architecturally 

significant areas. 
ó Conserving soils and water resources. 
ó Exploring alternative forms of agriculture so as to sustain the predominately agrarian 

way of life. 
ó Recommends to SaukCounty that continued program research and implementation 

through ordinances, policies and education efforts take place to preserve agrarian 
economics and ways of life. 

tsory 

an

iannn

lveop

d be s ur

d be s ur

14.  Town ofRe gPl gHi

Town of Re g De me t Pln(‹
 )0991

Together, the Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning and the Town Board of 
Reedsburg, with input from town residents,composed the Town of Reedsburg 1990 
Development Plan to address the Town’s future development directions.  Most importantly, 
The Plan contains goals, objectives and policies whose main focus is the preservation of 
productive farmland, the protection of agricultural operations and the placement of non-
farm development in areas least harmful to agricultural lands. The Plan also provides an 
inventory of the Town with information about population,zoning, the location of 
environmental and urban areas, and soil suitability for both septic and agricultural uses. 

SaukCountyDepartment of Planning and Zoning 4 11/09/04 



                                                                       

                                    

 
   

   
  

 
 

 
  

  
 

 
  

 
  

   
 

 
 

    
   

  
  

 
  

    
 

    
 

  
 

  
   

  
       

 
    

    
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
 

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter One: Introduction 

Several of The Plan’s keypolicies include the establishment of exclusive agricultural zoning 
districts so that farmers may receive 100% of the available tax credits through the 1977 
Farmland Preservation Program, the identification of areas of long-term prime farmland, the 
discouraging of land uses or activities that would undermine the agricultural use of the land, 
the identification of environmental areas that support wildlife, the restriction of commercial 
and industrial businesses to agriculturally related operations and the prevention of soil 
erosion.  In addition, The Plan defines the direction of non-farm development by citing 
specific areas in which it should take place.  It states that non-farm development is best 
placed in areas where municipal water and sewer are already available 
(governmental/institutional areas) and identifies the extraterritorial area of the City of 
Reedsburg as a desirable location for non-farm development.  It also cites the limiting of 
residential development to the infill of lots of less than 35 acres and to structures for farm 
owners or employees.  The end result of The Plan is a zoning map that depicts the 
placements of exclusive agriculture, general farmland, single-family residential and 
commercial zoning as well as the extraterritorial boundary of the City of Reedsburg. 

  Regi l Co

Map 1-1Regional Context shows the relationship of the Town of Reedsburg to neighboring 
communities.  The Town is located in the northwestern part of Sauk County.It is bordered 
by the Town of W infield to its North, the Town of Excelsior to its East, the Town of 
Ironton to its W est and the Town of W estfield to its South.  It surrounds the City of 
Reedsburg and is nearby to the Villages of Rock Springs and Loganville. 

t tnex 

State Highways 23 and 33 are the primary transportation routes in the Town.Highway 23 
connects the Town to USH 12, which provides a direct route to the Cities of Madison and 
Middleton.  Highway33 serves as a gateway to the I-90 corridor. 

ona15.

ionatcJ di lBoiurs

A result of the 2000 Federal Census population data required Sauk County to redistrict its 
supervisory district boundaries to achieve new districts of equal population.As a result of 
this effort, the Town of Reedsburg was assigned one supervisory district.Supervisory 
District 6.Map 1-2Jurisdictional Map depicts exact boundaries of Supervisory District 6. 

The Town of Reedsburg is located entirelywithin the School District of Reedsburg.Map 1-
2Jurisdictional Map also depicts the locations of its boundaries. 

In terms of land use related issues, the following Chapters of the Sauk County Code of 
Ordinances govern the entire Town of Reedsburg: 

16.
 d in ares
u


kertunauitnsereAdmi d by S kCo y Cl

ó Chapter 1 Supervisory District Plan 

SaukCountyDepartment of Planning and Zoning 5 11/09/04 



                                                                       

                                    

  
 
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

 
  

 
    

 
 

 

  
 

  
 

  
      

  
 

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter One: Introduction 

Admi dbytheS kCo yDe me fPl g& Zo

ó Chapter 7 Zoning Ordinance 
ó Chapter 8 Shoreland Protection Ordinance 
ó Chapter 10 Floodplain Zoning Ordinance 
ó Chapter 18 Rural Identification System 
ó Chapter 22 Land Division and Subdivision Regulations Ordinance 
ó Chapter 23 Tower Siting Ordinance 

inng 

ó Chapter 24 NonmetallicMining Reclamation Ordinance 
ó Chapter 25 Private Sewage System Ordinance 

iannntn otpartunauitnsere

Admi dbytheS kCo yDe me fLan

ó Chapter 26 Animal W aste Management Ordinance 

tn otpartunauitnsere iontnservadCo

Admi dbytheS kCo ySh iff 

• Chapter 27Animal Control Ordinance 

ertunauitnsere

 Pl gAr

The Planning area covers all lands within the Town of Reedsburg.As a point of reference, 
Map 1-3Aerial Photography/Parcel Boundaries shows an overlayof taxparcels on an air 
photo. 

eaiannn17.

SaukCountyDepartment of Planning and Zoning 6 11/09/04 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Two:Inventoryand Analysis 

Commu yI ya dAn l iayssntnvenoritn

Compiling an inventoryof atown’s resources and attributes is an essentialcomponentof effective 
land use planning.The inventoryprovides the basis for determining whichresources and attributes 
are valued and whichresources can be enhanced for effective preservation and growthmanagement 
plans.Eachof the elements contained in this plan have an inventoryof related resources.This 
section contains the inventoryand analysis of the communityprofile and asummaryof the 
education opportunities and levels,income levels and employmentcharacteristics and forecasts,as 
wellas the overallplanning issues and opportunties.Itis written in amanner thatfacilitates quick 
and easyreference for use during and after the comprehensive planning process. 

Commu yPritn leifo

A lookatthe Town of Reedsburg’s communityprofile willaid withits needs assessmentand the 
decision-making processes.As partof the communityprofile,severalhistoricalpatterns in the 
Town of Reedsburg are considered including:population characteristics;demographictrends;and 
population,household and labor force predictions. 

Po nCh
Population features thataffectcommunitydynamics and the planning process are populationtrends, 
agedistribution,householdstatistics(includingaveragehouseholdsize),populationcompositionintermsofraceand 
gender,andfinally,employment characteristicsandincomelevels. 

ics 

Population Trends 
During the past20years,the population in the Town of Reedsburg has steadilydeclined.From 
1980to 1990the population declined byaround 7%,and then from 1990to 2000itdeclined further 
bynearly10% (see table IO1).In contrast,the population in the Cityof Reedsburg has been 
increasing over the past30years,especiallyduring the past10years when itincreased by33.68%. 
Also,the SaukCountypopulation has been steadilyincreasing over the pastthirtyyears (see IO2). 
Itincreased by8.07% from 1980to 1990and by17.56% from 1990to 2000. 

it taracersio
ltpua


IO1:Population Trend,Percent Change 

20.

Source:USCensus 
Data 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Two:Inventoryand Analysis 

IO2:Population Trends – Town,Cityand County
�

Y e a r 

T o w n o f 

R e e d s b u rg 

T o w n o f 

W in fie ld 

T o w n o f 

E x c e ls io r 

T o w n o f 

W e s tfie ld 

T o w n o f 

Iro n to n 

C ity o f 

R e e d s b u rg 
S a u k C o u n ty 

S ta te o f 

W is c o n s in 

# 
% 

c h a n g e 
# 

% 

c h a n g e 
# 

% 

c h a n g e 
# 

% 

c h a n g e 
# 

% 

c h a n g e 
# 

% 

c h a n g e 
# 

% 

c h a n g e 
# 

% 

c h a n g e 

1 9 7 0 
1,442 6 0 8 

7 8 6 6 5 0 6 5 8 45 8 5 3 9 ,0 5 7 4,40 0 ,0 0 0 

1 9 8 0 1,46 8 1 .8 0 % 6 24 2 .6 3 % 1,26 6 6 1 .0 7 % 6 3 3 -2 .6 2 % 6 43 -2 .2 8 % 5 0 3 8 9 .8 8 % 43 ,46 9 1 1 .3 0 % 4,7 0 0 ,0 0 0 6 .8 2 % 

1 9 9 0 1,3 6 7 -6 .8 8 % 6 49 4 .0 1 % 1,19 4 -5 .6 9 % 5 7 8 -8 .6 9 % 5 8 5 -9 .0 2 % 5 8 3 4 1 5 .8 0 % 46 ,9 7 5 8 .0 7 % 4,8 9 1,7 6 9 4 .0 8 % 

2 0 0 0 1,23 6 -9 .5 8 % 7 5 2 1 5 .8 7 % 1,410 1 8 .0 9 % 6 11 5 .7 1 % 6 5 0 1 1 .1 1 % 7 7 9 9 3 3 .6 8 % 5 5 ,225 1 7 .5 6 % 5 ,3 6 3 ,6 7 5 9 .6 5 % 

Source:USCensusData andSaukCounty20/20Plan 

Age Distribution 

From 1990 to 2000,certain age groups grew and certain age groups decreased in the Town of 
Reedsburg.  GraphIO3 depicts these changes.In 2000,the two largestage groups in the Town of 
Reedsburg were people 10-19 and 40-49.In 1990,the three largestage groups in the Town were 
people 0-9,10-19,and 30-39.  The distribution in 2000 is logical due to the age distribution in 1990, 
particularly for the age group generations 0-9 and 30-39.  The Town experienced some signficant 
emmigration of individuals between the ages of 20-29, which decreased by 113 individuals, or 
approximately 118%. 

IO3:Age Group Distribution Chart – Town ofReedsburg 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Two:Inventoryand Analysis 

The mostsignificantincreases in age distribution between 1990and 2000occurred in the age groups 
30-39 (23individuals)and 80-and-over (25individuals).These figures would indicate thatfamilies, 
withhead of households in the 30-39 age range,were moving into the Town.An assumption could 
also be made thatthe increase in individuals withan age of 80-and-over mostlikelywere directly 
related to the SaukCountyHealthCare Center,located in the southwestcorner of the Town of 
Reedsburg. 

In general,itappears thatthe Town of Reedsburg’s age distribution is relativelystable and reflects 
the same pattern of immigration and emmigration when compared to the restof SaukCounty.As 
in mostruralareas in SaukCounty,the datasuggests thatasignificantnumber of individuals leave 
the communityafter graduating highschooland throughouttheir 20’s.Atthe same time,the Town 
is experiencing agrowthin population in the age groupof 30-39,suggesting thatindividuals are 
moving/building in the Town during their familyrearing years.The decline in population between 
1990and 2000can greatlybe attributed to adecrease (approximately70)in the number of beds 
occupied atthe SaukCountyHealthCare Center. 

As alreadystated,the Town of Reedsburg’s largestage groups follow the trends in SaukCountyin 
2000.In SaukCounty,the three largestage groups in 2000were people 10-19,30-39,and 40-49 
respectively(refer to graphIO4).In comparing datafrom SaukCountyand Reedsburg,itis evident 
thatbothare growing in the population range between 30-49,however people in the age groups 50-
69 are also growing in SaukCounty.Conversely,the age groups 70-79 and 80-and-over are also 
increasing in the Town of Reedsburg,butnotas awhole in SaukCounty.In 2000,boththe Town 
of Reedsburg and SaukCountyhave shown adecline in the age group0-9 when compared to the 
figures from the 1990census. 

IO4:Age Group Distribution Chart – SaukCounty 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Two:Inventoryand Analysis 

ds
h luse o


1 Ho dS

Numb rofHo

Table IO5shows U.S.Census household counts for the Town of Reedsburg for 1970through 
2000.These counts are then compared to housing counts for the surrounding towns as wellas the 
Cityof Reedsburg and SaukCounty.The number of households in the Town grew by95from 1970 
through2000,whichconstitutes an increase of approximately30%.This figures compares to 97% 
for the Cityof Reedsburg and 78% for SaukCountyduring thatsame period.W hile the Town 
experienced growthduring the 30-year historicalperiod,its growthrate was muchless than thatof 
the Cityof Reedsburg and SaukCounty.However,after arelativelystagnanthousing marketduring 
the 1980’s,the Town did show signs of recoveryduring the 90’s with32 new housing starts. 

IO5:Number ofHouseholds 

icsitsttah lse ou

e

2.

Number of Housing Units 

Y e a r 
T o w n o f 

R e e d s b u rg 
% C h a n g e 

T o w n o f 

W in fie ld 
% C h a n g e 

T o w n o f 

E x c e ls io r 
% C h a n g e 

T o w n o f 

W e s tfie ld 
% C h a n g e 

T o w n o f 

Iro n to n 
% C h a n g e 

C ity o f 

R e e d s b u rg 
% C h a n g e 

S a u k 

C o u n ty 
% C h a n g e 

1 9 7 0 3 2 0 1 4 7 2 1 4 n /a n /a 1 ,6 2 0 1 3 ,6 5 4 

1 9 8 0 3 8 9 2 1 .5 6 % 1 7 4 1 8 .3 7 % 3 8 3 7 8 .9 7 % 1 9 4 1 9 1 2 ,0 2 1 2 4 .7 5 % 1 7 ,4 5 4 2 7 .8 3 % 

1 9 9 0 3 8 3 -1 .5 4 % 1 9 7 1 3 .2 2 % 4 0 0 4 .4 4 % 1 8 6 -4 .1 2 % 1 8 3 -4 .1 9 % 2 ,4 0 0 1 8 .7 5 % 2 0 ,4 3 9 1 7 .1 0 % 

2 0 0 0 4 1 5 8 .3 6 % 2 6 5 3 4 .5 2 % 5 2 7 3 1 .7 5 % 2 0 2 8 .6 0 % 2 0 9 1 4 .2 1 % 3 ,1 9 3 3 3 .0 4 % 2 4 ,2 9 7 1 8 .8 8 % 
Source:USCensusData andSaukCounty20/20Plan 

itns y
ltpua

Anoth i oolh n be utilied duri rehensie plnni ess it e t  t t s ter compara v a ca z ng acomp v a ng proc o 

iusnnPo na dHo gDeio

compare population and housing statistics for acommunitythroughadensitycalculation.This 
calculation willprovide additionalinsightinto developmentpatterns and provide background 
information as the Town of Reedsburg determines its future developmentpolicies and practices.In 
2000,withapopulation of 1,236persons and aland areaof approximately30.8 square miles 
(roughly19,726acres),the Town of Reedsburg’s population densitywas 40.13persons per square 
mile or .0628 people per acre.A calculation can also be made to determine the housing densityof 
the Town of Reedsburg in 2000bydividing the number of housing units (415)bythe totalland area. 
This equates to 13.47 houses per square mile or approximatelyone home on each44.12 acres. 

SaukCountyDepartmentof Planning and Zoning 10 11/09/04 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Two:Inventoryand Analysis 

Av eHo dSi
IO5:Average Household Size Comparison 

According to USCensus information, 
the average household size for the Average Household Size 
Town of Reedsburg has decreased Reedsburg and Sauk County

3.2 

zeh luse oerag

from 3.1in 1990to 2.78 in 2000.
�

P
er

so
n

s 
P

er
 H

o
u

se
h

o
ld 3.1 3.1 

2.75 
2.61 

2.78 

2.51 

Comparatively(see IO5and IO6),
�
the average household size in Sauk
�
Countyalso has been continually
�
decreasing since 1970,dropping
�

3 

2.8 

2.6 

2.4 

2.2 

2 

Persons Per 
Household 
Reedsburg 

Persons Per 
Household Sauk 
County 

slightlyfrom 3.1people p
er
�
household in 1970to 2.51people per
�
household in 2000.This datasuggests
�
thatmarried couples are having less
� 1970 1980 1990 2000 

children todaythan in the past.
� Year 

Source:USCensusData 
IO6:Regional Average Household Size 

Average Household Size Persons Per Household 

Year Town of 
Reedsburg 

Town of 
Winfield 

Town of 
Excelsior 

Town of 
Westfield 

Town of 
Ironton 

City of 
Reedsburg 

Sauk County Wisconsin 

1990 3.1 3.26 2.96 3.11 3.2 2.4 2.61 2.61 

2000 2.78 2.84 2.68 3.02 3.11 2.41 2.51 2.5 

Source:USCensusData 

22.
 Po nCompio

Median age is defined as the age above whichhalf of the population is found and below whichthe 

ltpua

her h lf is found.The medi ge daafor the Town of Reedsburg i dil ilble forot t s nota an a  rea yavaa
1990,however,according to chartIO7,the median age in 2000was 43.3years old.This is above 
SaukCounty’s median age of 37.3.In looking atpopulation composition,the Town of Reedsburg is 
apredominantlywhite communitythatis home to anearlyequalamountof men and women.Itis 
99.4% white,0.3% Native American,0.4% Hispanicor Latino and 0.2% Asian. In comparison 
withSaukCounty,the Town of Reedsburg has fewer minorities.SaukCountyis 1.1% Native 
American,1.7% Hispanicor Latino and 0.4% Asian.Individuals under 18 make upaboutone-fifth 
(22.9%)of the population while individuals over 65accountfor aboutone-fifth(21.4%)of the 
population.The Town of Reedsburg has agreater percentage of people over 65than SaukCounty, 
where 14.5% of the population is older than 65. 

IO7:Age,Gender and Race Characteristics 

cendn ee,i :ontios Ag  Ge ra dRa

Year 2000 Median 
Age 

Percent 
under 18 

Percent 
over 65 

Percent 
Female 

Percent 
White 

Percent 
Native 

Percent 
Hispanic or 

Percent 
Asian 

Town of 
Reedsburg 

43.30 22.90% 21.40% 50.90% 99.50% 0.30% 0.40% 0.20% 

Sauk 
County 

37.30 26.00% 14.50% 50.60% 98.00% 1.10% 1.70% 0.40% 

Population Composition 

Source: US Census 2000 

SaukCountyDepartmentof Planning and Zoning 11 11/09/04 



                                                                        

                                          

 
 

  
               

 
   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
      
            

     

     
 

 

 
     

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 
  

  
 

  
 

   

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Two:Inventoryand Analysis 

Empl me tCh

Ed nLe
IO8:Educational Levels (Town vs.County) 

According to the 2000Census (cited in 

icsit taracersn

lves


oy


io
tuca


23.

chartIO8& IO9),78.2% of the population 
within the Town of Reedsburg has ahigh 
schooldiplomaor higher,while 15%% 
holds abachelors degree or higher.This is 
compared to the 1990Census figures of 
66.7% of the population holding ahigh 
schooldiplomaor higher,and 7.7% 
holding abachelors degree or higher.This 
datasuggests thatthe levelof education is 
increasing in the Town as wellas Sauk 
County. 

Education Levels 
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IO9:Educational Levels 

Education 
Levels 

High School 
Diploma, 

Reedsburg 

High School 
Diploma, Sauk 

County 

BachelorsDegree 
or Higher, 
Reedsburg 

BachelorsDegree 
or Higher, Sauk 

County 

1990 66.70% 74.70% 7.70% 12.90% 

2000 78.20% 83.50% 15.00% 17.60% 

Source:USCensusData 

ics
it taracers
La rFo eCh

In 2000,637 residents 16years of age and older accounted for the Town of Reedsburg’s civilian 

rc

see IO10Labor Flbor force ( ) Ciilin lbor forc n be defined a hose indiiduals wh: s torcea v a a e ca v o.
are currentlyemployed or thatare activelyseeking employment.Of those residents considered to be 
partof the civilian labor force,626residents (98 %)were considered the Town’s employed labor 

bo

force.The difference in population between the actuallabor force and those individuals thatare 
sixteen years of age or older is reflective of severalemploymentcharacteristics of the Town of 
Reedsburg.First,residents of the SaukCountyHealthCare Center are included within the 
population over 16years of age classification,accounting for 139 of the 379 residents aged 16years 
or older thatare notconsidered partof the civilian labor force.This factor,combined withsingle-
income households and children older than the age of 16who have notyetentered the labor market 
helpprovide some valuable insightinto the large discrepencybetween the population and the actual 
labor force figures.Itshould be pointed outin either case thatthis statisticalinformation is based 
on information gathered from surveys bythe USCensus and do notmatchthe officialfigures 
compiled bythe W isconsin Departmentof W orkforce Development(DW D)for Counties,MSA’s, 
and larger municipalities (population over 25,000)withthe State.DW D does notcalculate numbers 
for municipalities withpopulations under 25,000. 

SaukCountyDepartmentof Planning and Zoning 12 11/09/04 



                                                                        

                                          

 
 

   
 

 

  

    

    

      

  
 

     
  

    

  

  

     

     
   

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

        

      

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Two:Inventoryand Analysis 

IO10:Labor Force Characteristics
�

Town of 
Reedsburg, 1990 

Town of Reedsburg, 
2000 

Sauk County 
1990 Sauk County, 2000 

Population 16 years and older 1,024 1,016 35,509 42,480 

Civilian Labor Force 629 637 24,457 30,374 

Employed Civilian Population 605 626 22,987 29,108 

Percent Employment of Civilian Labor 
Force 

96% 98% 94% 96% 

Percent Employed of Population 16 
years and older 

59% 62% 65% 69% 

Source:USCensusData 

24.
 I meLe

meLe lComp

Income levels of households provide insightas to the economicvitalityand housing needs of the 
Town of Reedsburg.Charts IO11throughIO13show the household income distribution for the 
Town of Reedsburg in 1999.These graphs show thatReedsburg’s dominantcategories of income 
are in the middle of the distribution.In 2000,incomes between about$35,000and about$100,000 
dominated.In comparison to SaukCountyand the State of W isconsin,these graphs show thatthe 
gapbetween low,medium and highincomes is relativelysmall. 

IO11:1999County/Town Income Distribution Comparison 
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Source:USCensusData 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Two:Inventoryand Analysis 

IO12:Household Income Comparison - Local
�

Household Income in 1999 

Number of 
Households, 

Town of 
Reedsburg 

Percent of 
Households, 

Town of 
Reedsburg 

Number of 
Households, 

Town of 
Winfield 

Percent of 
Households, 

Town of 
Winfield 

Number of 
Households, 

Town of 
Excelsior 

Percent of 
Households, 

Town of 
Excelsior 

Number of 
Households, 

Town of 
Ironton 

Percent of 
Households, 

Town of 
Ironton 

Number of 
Households, 

Westfield 

Percent of 
Households, 

Westfield 

Less than $10,000 18 6.83% 11 3.22% 33 6.47% 14 0.00% 11 5.14% 

$10,000 to $14,999 25 3.60% 3 2.48% 18 8.89% 10 3.09% 8 3.74% 

$15,000 to $24,999 30 8.63% 17 8.17% 47 19.95% 33 11.11% 29 13.55% 

$25,000 to $34,999 36 7.91% 29 8.42% 52 16.98% 25 10.49% 28 13.08% 

$35,000 to $49,999 95 28.78% 68 18.56% 79 19.68% 41 18.52% 59 27.57% 

$50,000 to $74,999 97 23.74% 69 29.70% 158 15.90% 44 38.27% 45 21.03% 

$75,000 to $99,999 45 10.79% 24 17.08% 74 8.09% 20 7.41% 18 8.41% 

$100,000 to $149,999 33 7.19% 22 7.67% 47 2.43% 12 4.32% 16 7.48% 

$150,000 to $199,999 8 1.44% 3 2.48% 4 0.81% 2 5.56% 0 0.00% 

$200,000 or more 10 1.08% 6 2.23% 13 0.81% 2 1.23% 0 0.00% 

Total Households 397 100.00% 252 100.00% 525 100.00% 203 100.00% 214 100.00% 

Median Household Income 
(dollars) 

$49,236.00 $49,688.00 $54,375.00 $41,705.00 $42,188.00 

Source:USCensusData 

IO13:Household Income Comparison - Regional 

Household Income in 1999 

Number of 

Households, 

Town of 

Reedsburg 

Percentof 

Households, 

Town of 

Reedsburg 

Number of 

Households, 

Cityof 

Reedsburg 

Percentof 

Households, 

Cityof 

Reedsburg 

Number of 

Households, 

SaukCounty 

Percentof 

Households, 

SaukCounty 

Number of 

Households, 

W isconsin 

Percentof 

Households, 

W isconsin 

Less than $10,000 18 6.83% 256 3.47% 1,461 6.75% 49,392 3.54% 

$10,000to $14,999 25 3.60% 230 5.41% 1,255 5.80% 42,055 3.01% 

$15,000to $24,999 30 8.63% 470 10.42% 2,890 13.35% 127,576 9.14% 

$25,000to $34,999 36 7.91% 481 14.67% 2,987 13.80% 161,209 11.56% 

$35,000to $49,999 95 28.78% 600 23.17% 4,552 21.03% 260,429 18.67% 

$50,000to $74,999 97 23.74% 727 23.17% 5,014 23.16% 384,735 27.58% 

$75,000to $99,999 45 10.79% 261 14.67% 1,976 9.13% 196,614 14.09% 

$100,000to $149,999 33 7.19% 95 4.25% 1,019 4.71% 118,408 8.49% 

$150,000to $199,999 8 1.44% 42 0.00% 232 1.07% 27,061 1.94% 

$200,000or more 10 1.08% 19 0.77% 261 1.21% 27,558 1.98% 

TotalHouseholds 397 100.00% 3181 100.00% 21,647 100.00% 1,395,037 100.00% 

Median Household Income 

(dollars) 
$49,236.00 $39,152.00 $41,941.00 $52,911.00 

Source:USCensusData 

SaukCountyDepartmentof Planning and Zoning 14 11/09/04 



                                                                        

                                          

      

   
  

 
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

   

  
  

  

      

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
     

 
 

   
 

 
     

 
 

 
  

 
 

       
 

         
 

        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Two:Inventoryand Analysis 

M e
dina dAv eHo dI mencoh luse oeragn
a


Another toolin the assessmentof income distribution is the comparison of the median household 
income withthe average household income for aparticular year.A median value represents the 
middle value in an ordered listof datavalues.Itdivides the values into two equalparts withone half 
of the values falling below the median and one half falling above the median.Therefore,the median 
household income is the income value atwhichhalf of the other income values are above and one 
half are below.In contrast,average household income (as represented in IO11throughIO13)is 
calculated bydividing aggregate household income bythe number of households in agiven 
geographicareafor agiven year.In 1990,the median household income for the Town of Reedsburg 
was $32,237,while the average household income was $33,807 (please refer to IO14).The ratio of 
the average to the median income is 1.05.These values are relativelyequal,meaning thatthe mean 
income has avalue thatis trulyatthe middle of the spectrum of other values.There are fewer 
values significantlylower or higher than this value.In comparing IO14to IO15,the 2000datais 
substantiallydifferent.In 2000,the median household income for the Town was $49,236while the 
average household income was $61,033.The ratio of the two values is 1.24.This means thatthe 
average income is 24% greater than the median income.There are more outlying values on the 
upper end of the spectrum,meaning thatmore moneyexists above the median income than below. 
As aresult,these larger incomes cause average household income to be higher.Therefore,this 
analysis shows thatfrom 1990to 2000,the Town of Reedsburg gained more affluence in its upper 
income brackets. 

IO14:1990Median and Average Household Incomes 

% of Households % of Households % of Households 

Distribution Household Income -1990 
Town Of 
Reedsburg Sauk County Wisconsin 

Less than $10,000 7.3% 14.1% 14.0% 
$10,000 to $14,999 8.4% 11.3% 9.4% 
$15,000 to $24,999 18.6% 22.0% 18.7% 
$25,000 to $34,999 22.7% 18.4% 17.4% 
$35,000 to $49,999 25.1% 20.5% 20.2% 
$50,000 to $74,999 14.9% 10.0% 14.1% 
$75,000 to $99,999 2.4% 2.2% 3.6% 
$100,000 to $149,999 0.0% 0.9% 1.7% 
$150,000 or more 0.5% 0.6% 1.0% 

Median Household Income $32,237 $26,217 $29,442 

No. of Households 370 17,801 1,824,252 
Aggregate Household Income $12,508,584 $545,406,221 $64,177,987,519 
Avg. Household Income $33,807 $30,639 $35,180 

Ratio of mean to median HH Income 1.05 1.17 1.19 
Source:EricGrosso,DW D andUSCensusData 

SaukCountyDepartmentof Planning and Zoning 15 11/09/04 



                                                                        

                                          

          
 

      

    
  

 
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
   

   

  
  

  

       
          

 
 

  
 

   
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
     

 
 

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Two:Inventoryand Analysis 

IO15:2000Median and Average Household Incomes
�

% of Households % of Households % of Households 

Distribution Household Income - 2000 
Town Of 
Reedsburg Sauk County Wisconsin 

Less than $10,000 4.5% 6.7% 7.1% 
$10,000 to $14,999 6.3% 5.8% 5.8% 
$15,000 to $24,999 7.6% 13.4% 12.7% 
$25,000 to $34,999 9.1% 13.8% 13.2% 
$35,000 to $49,999 23.9% 21.0% 18.1% 
$50,000 to $74,999 24.4% 23.2% 22.7% 
$75,000 to $99,999 11.3% 9.1% 10.9% 
$100,000 to $149,999 8.3% 4.7% 6.4% 
$150,000 to $199,999 2.0% 1.1% 1.5% 
$200,000 or more 2.5% 1.2% 1.5% 

Median Household Income $49,236 $41,941 $43,791 

No. of Households 397 21,647 2,086,304 
Aggregate Household Income $24,230,000 $1,076,409,500 $112,374,261,000 
Avg. Household Income $61,033 $49,726 $53,863 

Ratio of mean to median HH Income 1.24 1.19 1.23 
Source:EricGrosso,DW D andUSCensusData 

tymeBa donHo gAff biildor aiusnseInco

Income can be better analyzed if the median income of an areais known.Income can be broken 
down into categories using the median income.HousingW isconsindefines extremelylow income as 
income below 30% of the median income,verylow income as income between 30% and 50% of the 
median income,low income as income 50-80% of the median income,and moderate income as 
income 80%-100% of the median income.In 2000,the Town of Reedsburg’s median income was 
$49,236.  The calculation for income levels using this median income are shown in IO16.For the 
ease of interpretation,especiallyin relation to how the census breaks down household incomes,the 
numbers have been rounded.For the purposes of this report,extremelylow income is income 
below $15,000,and verylow income is between $15,000and $25,000.Low income is between 
$25,000and $35,000and moderate income is from $35,000to $50,000.In looking atthe income 
breakdown for the 2000census,itis evidentthat10.8% of the population has extremelylow income, 
7.6% of the population has verylow income,9.1% of the population has low income.In other 
words,27.5% of the population have incomes below the moderate level.23.9% of the population 
has moderate income.Bycomparing the census statistics between 1990and 2000,you can more 
easilysee how income levels affecthousing costs and determination of affordabilityfor the Town of 
Reedsburg.This statisticalinformation willbe further discussed in the Housing Chapter of this 
comprehensive plan. 

SaukCountyDepartmentof Planning and Zoning 16 11/09/04 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Two:Inventoryand Analysis 

REEDSBURG 2000
IO16:Household Median Income and Affordability 

REEDSBURG 1990 

Household Median Income 49,236 Household Median Income (HMI) = 32,237 

household income 
category

extremely low income 
(below 30% of HMI) 

very low income (30% to 
50% of HMI) 

low income (50% to 80% 
of HMI) 

moderate (80% to 100% 
of HMI) 

description 

< $15,000 

$15,000
$25,000 

$25,000
$35,000 

$35,000
$50,000 

percent of 
the 

population 

10.8% 

7.6% 

9.1% 

23.9% 

Source: US Census 2000 and Housing Wisconsin, 2001 

affordable 
housing 

costs per 
month based 
on the 30% 

household income 
category 

of income 
standard 

$375 or less 
extremely low income 

(below 30% of HMI) 

$375-$625 
very low income (30% 

to 50% of HMI) 

$625-$875 
low income (50% to 

80% of HMI) 

$875-$1250 
moderate (80% to 100% 

of HMI) 

rounded 
description 

< $10,000 

$10,000
$15,000 

$15,000
$25,000 

$25,000
$35,000 

percent of 
the 

population 

7.3% 

8.4% 

18.6% 

22.7% 

Source: US Census 2000 and Housing Wisconsin, 2001 

affordable 
housing 

costs per 
month 

based on 
the 30% of 

income 
standard 

$250 or less 

$250-$375 

$375-$625 

$625-$875 

icsit taracerssdengra’mmaya dAn softheTownsDemo phicTr /Chl iaysnrSu

‹	
 The Town of Reedsburg’s population has continued to decline over the last20years. 
‹	
 The age distribution of the Town is somewhatsimilar to SaukCounty’s,withahigher 

percentage of people in the age groups 10-19 and 40-49 years of age. 
‹	
 W hile the population of the Town of Reedsburg has continued to decline in the lasttwenty 

years,the number of housing has increased slightlyfrom 389 units to 415. 
‹	
 The housing densityfor the Town of Reedsburg is roughly13.47 houses per square mile 

while the population densitywas approximately40.13persons per square mile. 
‹	
 The average household size for the Town of Reedsburg has continuallydeclined from 3.1 

persons per household in 1990to 2.78 persons per household in 2000,whichis still 
considerablyhigher than the average household size for SaukCountyat2.51persons. 

‹	
 In 2000,the median age of the Town was 43.3,compared to 37.30for the County. 
‹	
 Less than 1% of the population of the Town of Reedsburg is considered having an ethnic 

background while SaukCountyhas approximately3%. 
‹	
 Boththe Town and SaukCountyhave slightlymore females than males. 
‹	
 About78% of the Town’s population holds ahighschooldiplomawhile 15% hold a 

bachelors degree or higher. 
‹	
 In 2000,roughly98% of the Town’s civilian labor force was employed,compared to 96% for 

SaukCounty. 
‹	
 The median household income for the Town of Reedsburg is higher than thatof the Cityof 

Reedsburg and SaukCounty,butless than thatof the State of W isconsin. 
‹	
 The Town’s average household income has grown faster than thatof SaukCountyand the 

State of W isconsin. 
‹	
 In 2000,roughly51% of the Town’s population were considered low to moderate income 

when comparing housing costs to household income. 

SaukCountyDepartmentof Planning and Zoning 17	� 11/09/04 



                                                                        

                                          

  
 

 

 
 

  
 

  

 

 

   

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

   
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

     
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Two:Inventoryand Analysis 

In order to utilize the information thathas been presented thus far in this documentfor 
comprehensive planning purposes,itmustfirstbe analyzed to determine whythe historictrends 
have taken place,and whatexactlyitallmeans in terms of developing forecasts for the Town over 
the next20years. 

Demo
 phicAn l iayssgra

The firsthistorictrend to be analyzed here is the continuing decline in population over the lasttwo 
decades.Explaining population trends can be adifficulttaskto address,butthere are certain factors 
thatcan helpexplain population trends thatare more apparentthan birthand deathrates, 
immigration and emmigration.W iththatbeing said,the Town of Reedsburg experienced adecline 
in population between 1990and 2000of 131individuals,according to census information.To an 
outsider,this statisticmaybe somewhatpuzzling in lightof the new developmentaround the 
Reedsburg CountryClub and throughoutthe Town.However,amore thoroughinvestigation of 
other tangible factors willprovide answers as to whythatdecline tookplace and whatthatmay 
mean in the long run. 

To answer the question why,one need to lookno further for astarting pointthan the average 
household size and housing vacancyrates in the Town (see IO17).In 1990,the Town had atotalof 
383housing units atan occupancyrate of 97.4%,for atotalof 373occupied housing units. 
Multiplying the number of housing units (373)bythe average household size of  3.1persons,results 
in atotalof 1,156household residents.In 2000,the Town’s housing stockincreased to 415total 
housing units,butdecreased in occupancyto 93.4%,for atotalof 394occupied housing units 
respectively.Again,bymultiplying the number of occupied housing units bythe average household 
size of 2.78 persons per household,the resultis adecrease of 61individuals or atotalof 1,095 
household residents.As you can see,even withan increase in the Town’s housing stock,the average 
household size and occupancyrates had directimpacts on the Town’s population,accounting for 
roughly47% of the decrease. 

Another factor thathad major implications on the Town’s population was the decrease in persons 
residing within groupquarters.The SaukCountyHealthCare Center (SCHCC)is located in the 
southwestportion of the Town.In 1990,the center provided housing for 209 residents according 
to census records.This population had declined to 139 residents in 2000,due to the age and 
functionalityof the facilityas wellas funding and licensing issues.The netresultwas adecrease of 
70individuals or roughly53% of the Town’s population decline between 1990and 2000. 

IO17:Population Analysis 
As you can see,the combination 

Town of Reedsburg Population Analysis 

Population 

Number of 
Occupied 
Housing 

Units 

Average 
Number of 

Persons per 
Housing Unit 

Group 
Quarter 

Calculated 
Population 

1990, per 
census 

1,367 373 3.1 209 1,365 

2000, per 
census 1,236 394 2.78 139 1,234 

of these factors appear to accountfor 
the entire decrease in population (131 
persons)for the Town of Reedsburg 
between 1990and 2000.Outside of 
these factors (average household size, 
occupancyrates,and SCHCC),the 
Town’s population has remained 
relativelystable. 

SaukCountyDepartmentof Planning and Zoning 18 11/09/04 



                                                                        

                                          

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Two:Inventoryand Analysis 

Ho gAn l iayssiusn

As mentioned earlier,the Town has experienced anetincrease in totalhousing units in the last 
decade of approximately32 units,or roughlyan 8.4% increase according to USCensus figures 
(please refer to IO5).Bycomparison,the Town’s growthin housing was veryclose to thatof the 
Town of W estfield,butwas wellbehind the growthrates for the other surrounding municipalities, 
including the countyand state.Percentage wise,this growthwas led bythe Town of W infield,with 
the Town of Excelsior and the Cityof Reedsburg following closelybehind.The housing figures for 
the Town of Reedsburg seem to be supported byrecords retained bythe SaukCountyDepartment 
of Planning and Zoning,whichreported the issuance of 60permits for new housing starts during the 
same time period as the Census figures (please refer to IO18).(Itshould be noted thatthe data 
retained bySaukCountydoes nottake into accountthe number of housing units lostto annexation 
or razing.)Again,as partof this analysis,we willattemptto answer the questions:1)why?and,2) 
whatdoes itmean? 

One of the firstexplanations to consider when comparing the Town’s growthwiththatof the 
surrounding Towns is the zoning classifications and resulting housing densities of each.W hile the 
growthexperienced in the Town of Reedsburg was relativelycomparable to the Towns of W estfield 
and Ironton (allzoned Exclusive Agriculture primarily),itwas muchless than thatof the Towns of 
Excelsior and W infield (zoned Resource Conservancy5and Agriculturalrespectively).Due,in part, 
to the more restrictive zoning classifications of the Town of Reedsburg (as wellas the Towns of 
W estfield and Ironton),fewer new housing starts have occurred in the lastdecade as compared to 
the Towns of Exelsior and W infield.In addition,as acomponentof adopting Exclusive Agricultural 
zoning,the Town was also required to adoptaTown Land Use Plan,whichtheydid in 1991.The 
Town’s Land Use Plan,and for thatmatter the Towns of W estfield’s and Ironton’s as well,were the 
firstLand Use Plans developed in the Reedsburg Area.The Plans setforthareas for developmentas 
wellas areas to preserve for agriculturaloperations.W hen developing the 1991Land Use Plan,the 
Town also identified an areasurrounding the Cityof Reedsburg as a“Transition Zone”.This area, 
whichis comparable to the zoning requirements for the Towns of Excelsior and W infield,was to 
remain zoned generalAgriculture to allow for smaller lots to be created as atransition into the rural, 
large lotdevelopmentpattern for the remainder of the Town. 

As mentioned earlier,another reason for slower new housing growththatshould be given ample 
consideration is the effectannexation,bythe Cityof Reedsburg,has had on the Town.Between 
1990and 1999,the Cityof Reedsburg annexed 26properties encompassing approximately588 acres 
of land from the Town (see IO19).Included within these annexations were more than 10 
residences.This,coupled withthe naturalremovalof older or abandoned residences,helpexplain 
the difference in new housing construction between 1990and 2000when comparing U.S.Census 
datato records keptbythe SaukCountyPlanning and Zoning Departmentfor the Town of 
Reedsburg. 

W hatdoes allof this mean?If one were to compare the amountof developmentwhichhas 
occurred in the Town of Reedsburg’s transition areato thatof the Towns of Excelsior and W infield, 
one would find thatthe rate and intensityof developmentis fairlysimilar.Of the 52 new housing 
permits issued in the Town of Reedsburg between 1990and 1999,approximately41were within the 
transition areaboundary,according to permitdatafound within the SaukCountyPlanning and 
Zoning Department.W hatthis indicates is thatarelativelysmallamountof land has been converted 
from agriculturalto non-agriculturaluses in the lastdecade outside of the transition area.Given the 
factthatthe main goalof Exclusive Agriculturalzoning (Farmland Preservation)was to preserve 
agriculturallands for continued agriculturaluse,the program could be viewed as being successful.In 

SaukCountyDepartmentof Planning and Zoning 19 11/09/04 



                                                                        

                                          

  

   

      

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

    
 

         

          
 

       

         
 

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Two:Inventoryand Analysis 

addition,one could also attribute the success of the program to the willingness of the Town of 
Reedsburg to follow and enforce it’s 1990Land Use Plan.Itis importantfor the Town to determine 
during this planning process if one of their main focuses is to continue to preserving agricultural 
lands and guiding developmentto occur in the Town’s transitionalarea.Other issues to determine 
during this process in regards to housing developmentmayinclude:density,location,amount,type 
and affordability.These issues willbe further explored in the Housingelementof this Plan. 

IO18:NewHousingDevelopment – Town ofReedsburg 

0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Number of Permits 

Permit Type per Year 

Land Use Permits Issued, Town of Reedsburg 

Single Family 5 5 8 4 6 6 5 1 8 4 7 9 6 8 

Garage 0 0 0 0 2 2 1 0 2 0 4 3 1 3 

other 0 0 3 0 1 0 3 4 5 4 3 5 7 4 

Mobile Home 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Commercial 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 

Source:SaukCountyPlanning and Zoning 

IO19:CityofReedsburgAnnexations 

Source:SaukCountyDepartment ofPlanningandZoningData 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Two:Inventoryand Analysis 

Empl me  a dI meAn l iayssncontnoy

Two contributing factors thathelpdetermine how an areamaydevelopare employment 
opportunities and income potential.This information is essentialto determine where individuals 
maytravelto work,shop,recreate,etc.The intentof this analysis is to evaluate the employment 
characteristics of the Town’s labor force and its resulting income.In order to do this,please 
consider the Town’s Labor Force Characteristics as shown graphicallyin IO10.As you can see,the 
Town’s unemploymentpercentage has historicalbeen less than SaukCountyas awhole with 
approximately96% of the civilian labor force employed in 1990and 98% employed in 2000.In 
contrast,the percentage of persons who have entered and remain in the civilian labor force in the 
Town of Reedsburg has historicalbeen less than thatof SaukCounty.One apparentreason for this 
discrepancyis the SaukCountyHealthCare Center.The facilityrepresents approximatelyten 
percentof the Town’s totalpopulation,however,none of the residents are considered to be within 
the civilian labor force.(Individuals are considered partof the civilian labor force if theyare 
between 15and 64years of age and have somehow entered the labor market,i.e.received apay 
checkor have had income taxand FICA deducted from their wages.) 

As you can see in IO20,the residents of the Town of Reedsburg have enjoyed astrong labor market 
in the Reedsburg area.According to 2000U.S.Census data,the cityhas experienced relativelyhigh 
growthin the manufacturing,retailand recreation service sectors since 1990. 

IO20:Town ofReedsburgEmployment Sectors 

Industry Town of 
Reedsburg, 1990 

Town of Reedsburg 
1990, Percent of 

Employed Population 

Town of 
Reedsburg, 

2000 

Town of Reedsburg 
2000, Percent of 

Employed Population 

Town of Reedsburg 
Percent of Employed 
Population Change 

1990 to 2000 

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and 
Hunting, and Mining 109 18.02% 96 15.34% -14.88% 

Construction 38 6.28% 38 6.07% -3.35% 

Manufacturing 131 21.65% 155 24.76% 14.35% 

Wholesale trade 17 2.81% 15 2.40% -14.72% 

Retail trade 83 13.72% 106 16.93% 23.43% 

Transportation and warehousing, and 
utilities 

39 6.45% 31 4.95% -23.18% 

Information 0 0.00% 4 0.64% 

Finance, insurance, real estate, and 
rental and leasing 

15 2.48% 23 3.67% 48.19% 

Professional, scientific, management, 
administrative, and waste 

management services 
50 8.26% 16 2.56% -69.07% 

Educational, health and social 
services 

91 15.04% 85 13.58% -9.73% 

Arts, entertainment, recreation, 
accommodation and food services 0 0.00% 38 6.07% 

other services (except public 
Administration) 

19 3.14% 5 0.80% -74.57% 

Public Administration 13 2.15% 14 2.24% 4.08% 

Industry Total 605 626 3.47% 

Source:USCensus 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Two:Inventoryand Analysis 

These employmentstatistics seem to representthe same strong marketlabor force as was indicated 
in the EconomicDevelopmentChapter of the Cityof Reedsburg’s 2002 Comprehensive Plan.In 
addition,the City’s Comprehensive Plan identifies the major reasons for employmentgrowthin the 
area,namelythe expansion of the tourism base of the W isconsin Dells areaand the continued 
growthin the manufacturing,retailand service sectors due to the City’s economicdevelopment 
efforts since 1978.In 1997,the Cityof Reedsburg adopted anew IndustrialDevelopmentPlan 
whichsetforthgoals for expansion of the area’s industrialbase throughthe utilization of TIF 
financing to purchase lands and expand industrialparks.In 1998,the Citycreated TaxIncremental 
District(TID)#3along SouthDeweyand TID #4southof EastMain Streetnear the Reedsburg 
MunicipalAirport.Then in 2000,the Cityfollowed uptheir economicdevelopmentefforts by 
creating RedevelopmentDistrict#3,whichprovided tools to promote developmentin TID #3and 
Business Center RedevelopmentDistrict#4to promote developmentin the City’s Business Center 
between Veterans Drive and W engelDrive.These efforts are mentioned in this plan as theyhave 
had adirectimpacton the employmentopportunities provided to the Town of Reedsburg’s civilian 
labor force.In today’s market,the employmentopportunities for the Town of Reedsburg’s labor 
force remains strong in the SaukCountyarea,particularlyin the Reedsburg/W isconsin Dells area. 

An area’s income potentialis another importantcontributing factor to consider when evaluating an 
area’s labor force.Itis essentialthatan areanotonlyhave astrong labor marketwithadequate 
employmentopportunities,butthose opportunities provide aliving wage.As indicated in IO12and 
IO13,the Town of Reedsburg median household income in 1999 was above average for Sauk 
Countywithan average of $49,236.00.In comparison the Cityof Reedsburg’s median household 
income was only$39,152.00and SaukCounty’s was approximately$41,941.00.Median household 
income is representative of the pointon agraphwhere there is one half of the household incomes 
falling below the median and one half above the median.Again,this is purelyreflective of numbers 
of households.In comparison,the Town’s average household income takes into accountthe income 
of eachhousehold to determine an average (please refer to IO14).The average household income of 
Town of Reedsburg residents’was approximately$33,807.00in 1990compared to $61,033.00in 
2000.These figures representatrend in the Town thatindicates thatnotonlydid income growth 
outpace the rate of inflation,butalso thatthe residents’personalwealthhas increased.In effect,the 
percentage of households earning more than $50,000.00ayear rose significantlywhile the percentage 
of households earning less than $35,000.00ayear decreased comparatively. 

W hatthis allmeans is thatthe Reedsburg arealabor force marketremains strong and continues to 
thrive.Employmentopportunities primarilymeetthe labor supplyand the wages earned have 
continued to rise.One readilyapparentissue whichshould be addressed during this planning 
process is the heavyreliance on the manufacturing sector of the region.On the other hand,another 
trend thatshould be evaluated is the reduction in job opportunities for professionalservice sectors. 
As the Town develops it’s comprehensive plan,theyshould consider the currentemploymentsector 
make-upof the Town’s employee base and determine where to focus it’s energies.These issues 
should also be further explored throughintergovernmentalforums withthe Cityof Reedsburg to 
discover whatthe City’s future economicdevelopmentgoals and objectives are as wellas areas they 
have identified for economicgrowth.Better communication and cooperation between the 
communities willhelpin fostering an econimicallyhealthycommunity. 

trecassiusnn
io
ltpua
Po na dHo gFo

Prior to reviewing the following population and housing forecasts,one thing to keepin mind as you 
review this information is thatthese projections are based solelyon the Town’s historictrends.One 
of the numerous opportunities of this comprehensive planning effortis to analyze the Town’s past 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Two:Inventoryand Analysis 

trends and determine if they are desirable for the future.If the Town residents feelthat these 
projections do notaccurately reflect the vision of the future for the Town of Reedsburg,the 
comprehensive planning process provides an opportunity for the Town to change or reverse those 
trends by initiating new policies or programs to address the specific issues or concerns raised 
regarding these historic trends. 

Projection 1: 
Based on exponential projection (and applying the formula to the data in chartIO5),the Town of 
Reedsburg’s population is predicted to continue it’s decline based on US Census projections. 
According to chartIO21,it is projected to decrease by 96 people from 1,236 people in 2000 to 
1,140 people in 2010.  By 2020,it is expected to further decrease by 88 people to 1,046 people. 
These figures are based on holding the occupancy rate steady at 95% and the average household size 
steady at its current rate of 2.78 persons per household.(Note:It should be noted that these 
population projections are based on data generated by the exponential growth formula used by 
Microsoft Excel, which does not take into account specific age cohortchange, births, deaths, 
migration or annexation.It should also be noted that Projections #1 and #2 cannot be calculated 
for five year increments due to the fixed ten year increments in the Census data used for the 
projections.) 

IO21:Population and HousingForecasts #1and #2 

Year Population 
Average household 

size (exisitng) 

percent (decimal form) 
of occupied 

households (existing) 

Number of 
households 

2000, per census 1236 2.78 95 468 
2010, Projection 1 1140 2.78 95 432 
2020, Projection 1 1046 2.78 95 396 

Year Population 
Average household 

size (exisitng) 

percent (decimal form) 
of occupied 

households (existing) 

Number of 
households 

2000, per census 1236 2.78 95 468 
2010, Projection 1 1140 2.5 95 481 
2020, Projection 1 1046 2.5 95 441 

Source: US Census
�
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Two:Inventoryand Analysis 

IO22:Population Forecast #1and #2- Graph
�

Town Of Reedsburg 
Population Projection 
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Source:USCensus 

Projection 2: 
Byusing the datagenerated for population forecasts for the Town of Reedsburg,we are also able to 
developfuture household projections using the average household size as avariable.In Projection 1 
(please refer to IO21),aprojection was developed for future housing units based upon the current 
average household size of 2.78 persons per residence.As aresult,itis anticipated thatthe Town’s 
housing stockwould decline by36units by2010,and by72 units by2020.As you can see,this 
estimate relies heavilyon the population projection based on the Town of Reedsburg’s declining 
trend for the lasttwo decades.In comparison,the projection provided in Projection 2 reflects a 
continuing decrease in the average household size to alevelthatis similar to thatof SaukCounty. 
Based on the continuing decrease in the average household size and the continuing decrease in 
population based on the Town’s pasttrends,the projected housing stockfor the Town of 
Reedsburg would increase by13units by2010,then decrease by40units by2020.This again, 
assumes thatthe occupancyrate willremain constantat95% in the future. 

Projection 3: 
Projection 3reverses the denominator and utilizes anticipated housing growthbased on more recent 
trends to determine future housing unitnumbers and population projections.To better compare 
this projection to the previous two,the occupancyrate and average household size willremain 
constant.However,we willutilize the housing growthrate,developed bySaukCountyPlanning and 
Zoning,of 6.3housing units per year derived from IO18(based on the period of 1991through 
2003)for our projection.As you can see,byholding constantthe occupancyand average household 
size,and focusing on recenttrends (since 1990),we can developpopulation and housing projections 
thatare quite differentfrom those based solelyon census dataand using population projections to 
determine housing units.In this scenario,itis anticipated thatthe Town’s population willincrease 
to 1,454by2010and 1,621by2020.Additionally,agrowthin housing units based on the most 
recentgrowthrates would resultin 561housing units by2020for an increase of 146units over 
estimated figures bythe USCensus for 2000. 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Two:Inventoryand Analysis 

IO23:Population Forecast #3
�

Town of Reedsburg Population Projection 

Population 
per Census 

Number of 
Housing 

Units 

Occupancy 
Rate 

Average 
Number of 

Persons per 
Housing Unit 

Group 
Quarter 

Calculated 
Population 
per County 

1990, per 
census 

1,367 383 95% 3.1 209 1,337 

2000, per 
census 

1,236 415 95% 2.78 139 1,235 

2000, per 
county 

435 95% 2.78 139 1,288 

2005, 
projected 

467 95% 2.78 139 1,372 

2010, 
projected 

498 95% 2.78 139 1,454 

2015, 
projected 

530 95% 2.78 139 1,539 

2020, 
projected 

561 95% 2.78 139 1,621 

Source:SaukCountyPlanning& Zoning/USCensus 

Projection 4: 
Following the same process in Projection 2,we willthen change the average household size to 
reflectacontinuation in the decrease of household occupancyto reflectthatof the Countyaverage 
of 2.5persons per household as indicated in IO6.The impactof the decrease in average household 
size to more closelyreflectthatof SaukCountyas awhole results in anetdecrease of 132 persons 
by2010and 150persons by2020when compared to Projection 3.However,the Town would still 
realize apopulation increase of 34persons by2010and 183persons by2020.Growthin housing 
units based on the mostrecentgrowthrates would remain the same as indicated in Projection 3, 
resulting in 561housing units by2020for an increase of 146units over estimated figures bythe US 
Census for 2000. 

IO24:Population Forecast #4 

Town of Reedsburg Population Projection 

Population 
per Census 

Number 
of 

Housing 
Units 

Occupancy 
Rate 

Average 
Number 

of 
Persons 

per 
Housing 

Unit 

Group 
Quarter 

Calculated 
Population 
per County 

1990, per 
census 

1,367 383 95% 3.1 209 1,337 

2000, per 
census 

1,236 415 95% 2.78 139 1,235 

2000, per 
county 

435 95% 2.78 139 1,288 

2005, 
projected 

467 95% 2.5 139 1,248 

2010, 
projected 

498 95% 2.5 139 1,322 

2015, 
projected 

530 95% 2.5 139 1,398 

2020, 
projected 

561 95% 2.5 139 1,471 

Source:SaukCountyPlanningandZoning/USCensus 
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IO25:CityofReedsburgPopulation Forecast Comparison 
On the other hand,the Cityof 

City of Reedsburg Population Projection 

5038 5834 
7799 

8985 
10365 

0 
2000 
4000 
6000 
8000 

10000 
12000 

19
80

, p
er

ce
ns

us

19
90

, p
er

ce
ns

us

20
00

, p
er

ce
ns

us

20
10

,
pr

oj
ec

tio
n

20
20

,
pr

oj
ec

tio
n 

Year 

P
o

p
u

la
ti

o
n 

Reedsburg’s population is projected 
to continue increasing.Itis 
estimated thatfrom 2000to 2010it 
willincrease by1186people from 
7799 in 2000to 8985people in 
2010.From 2010to 2020,its 
population is expected to grow by 
1380people reaching 10365people 
in 2020. 

Source:USCensus 

Like the Cityof Reedsburg,SaukCounty’s population is also predicted to continue climbing.Itis 
anticipated thatitwillincrease by5087 people from 55,225people in 2000to 60,312 people in 2010. 
From 2010to 2020,its population is projected to grow by5878 people bringing the population up 
to 66,190in 2020.(see IO26on the following page) 

IO26:SaukCountyPopulation Forecast Comparison 

Sauk County Population Projection 
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Source:USCensus 

trecassrcboLa rFo eFo

In addition to forecasting future population and housing levels,itis importantto determine the 
future employmentoutlookfor the Town.A labor force forecasthelps acommunityunderstand the 
age and gender make-upof their future workforce (people between the ages of 15and 64),the size 
of their future workforce and how this willaffectthe overallpopulation and the demand for certain 
future jobs in their community.A future workforce profile assists aTown in planning for desired 
future levels and types of employmentwithin the economyof an area.Typically,aworkforce 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Two:Inventoryand Analysis 

projection is based upon an analysis of the age groupdistribution and change in apopulation over 
time.However,itis difficultto complete thes projections for the  Town of Reedsburg due to 
insufficientCensus dataon future age distribution atthe town level. 
Despite the inavailabilityof Census data,there are other approaches for preparing apossible “best 
guess”future labor force scenario for the Town of Reedsburg.One suchmethod is the comparison 
of the population projections for the Town (detailed earlier in this Chapter)withits historiclabor 
force trends.As demonstrated in Tables IO27,IO28and IO29,an average percentof population 
participation in the labor force was calculated using labor force,housing and population numbers 
from 1990and 2000Census data.This percentwas then applied to eachfuture population 
projection scenario developed in this Chapter in order to estimate the 2010and 2020labor force 
numbers. 

LaborForceProjection#1 
Labor force projection #1,shown in IO27,is based on Population Projections #1and #2.Itis the 
low range labor force projection.Itcalculates the average percentof the population in the labor 
force as 79%.In applying this number to population estimates for 2010and 2020,adecline in 
workforce is evident.From 2000to 2010the labor force decreases by11% (115people)from 1016 
to 901totalpersons.From 2010to 2020,itfuther declines by8% (74people)from 901to 826total 
persons. 

IO27:Labor Force Projection #1 

Labor Force Projection #1: Town of Reedsburg 
Census Projections 

Year 1990 2000 2010 2020 

Population 1367 1236 
Population 
Projection 
#1 and #2 

1140 1046 

Labor Force 
(persons 16 and 

over) 
1024 1016 

Historic 
Average % 

Population in 
Labor Force 
(1980 2000) 

901 826 

% Population in 
Labor Force 

75% 82% 79% 79% 79% 

Change in number of 
persons in Labor 

Force per 10 years 
N/A -8 N/A -115 -74 

% Change in Labor 
Force N/A -1% N/A -11% -8% 

Source:USCensusData andSaukCountyPlannningandZoningpopulationprojections 

LaborForceProjection#2 
Labor force projection #2,based on Population Projection #4,is the medium range labor force 
projection.Itis shown in IO28on the following page.Itsuggests an opposite trend to labor force 
projection #1,focusing on an increase in labor force.Using a78% involvementrate of the 
population in the labor force,itforecasts a1% increase in the labor force (15people)from 2000to 
2010.This means there would be alabor force of 1031people in 2010.This is amuchsmaller 
increase in labor force from 2000to 2010than in labor force projection #3.Projection number 
three predicts a2010labor force of 1134people (a103person difference)From 2010to 2020,labor 
force projection #2 shows an 11% increase (116persons)in labor force.This increase coincides 

SaukCountyDepartmentof Planning and Zoning 27 11/09/04 



                                                                        

                                          

 
 

 
-

   

   
  

   

 

  
 

   

  
  

 
 

 
-

   

   

   
  

  
  

  
 

 

 
     

 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              
 

 
   

 
 
 

 
 

      
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Two:Inventoryand Analysis 

withthe 11% increase between 2010and 2020in labor force projection #3,butforecasts the labor 
force at1147 people in 2020,117 less people than in 2020in projection #3. 

IO28:Labor Force Projection #2 

1024 1016 

Historic 
Average % 

Population in 
Labor Force 
(1980 2000) 

1031 1147 

1% 11%% Change in Labor 
Force N/A -1% N/A 

Change in number of 
persons in Labor 

Force per 10 years 
-8 15 

Census Data 

% Population in 
Labor Force 

Population 
Projection 

#4 
1322 

Projections 

116N/A N/A 

78% 78% 78%77% 79% 

Labor Force Projection #2 

1471 

Number of Persons 
in Labor Force 

Population 1337 1288 

Year 1990 2000 2010 2020 

Source:USCensusData andSaukCountyPlannningandZoningpopulationprojections 

LaborForceProjection#3 
Labor force projection #3,based on Population Projection #3,shown in IO29,illustrates ahigh 
range increase in labor force.Using a78% nvolvementrate of the population in the labor force,it 
shows thatfrom 2000to 2010,the labor force grows by12% (118 people)from 1016to 1134total 
persons.Italso predicts thatfrom 2010to 2020the labor force expands by11% (130people)from 
1134to 1264totalpersons. 

IO29:Labor Force Projection #3 

Y e a r 

L a b o r F 

1 9 9 0 

C e n s u 
P r o je 

2 0 0 0 

s D a t a 
o r c e c t io n # 3 

2 0 1 0 

P r o j e c 

2 0 2 0 

t i o n s 

P o p u l a t i o n 1 3 3 7 1 2 8 8 
P o p u l a t i o n 
P r o j e c t io n 

# 3 
1 4 5 4 1 6 2 1 

N u m b e r o f P e r s o n s 
i n L a b o r F o r c e 1 0 2 4 1 0 1 6 

H is t o r ic 
A v e r a g e % 

P o p u l a t i o n i n 
L a b o r F o r c e 
( 1 9 8 0 2 0 0 0 ) 

1 1 3 4 1 2 6 4 

% P o p u l a t io n in 
L a b o r F o r c e 7 7 % 7 9 % 7 8 % 7 8 % 7 8 % 

C h a n g e i n n u m b e r o f 
p e r s o n s i n L a b o r 

N / A - 8 N / A 1 1 8 1 3 0 

% C h a n g e in L a b o r 
F o r c e 

N / A - 1 % N / A 1 2 % 1 1 % 

Source:USCensusData andSaukCountyPlannningandZoningpopulationprojections 

Itshould be pointed outthatthis setof projections is onlybased on size change in labor force.The 
reallabor force change in the Town of Reedsburg willdepend on the age structure of the labor 
force,immigration and emmigration.As aresult,Projections #1through#3mayvarygreatlyfrom 
the actuallabor force statistics in the future.Another “bestguess”can be made as to the possible 
future age groupdistribution in the Town of Reedsburg based on datafor age groups trends in Sauk 
Countyfrom 2000to 2020.This assumes thatthe Town of Reedsburg would experience trends in 
age groupchange parallelto those in SaukCounty. 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Two:Inventoryand Analysis 

IO30and IO31show the age groupdataforecastfor the SaukCountylabor force.In looking at 
IO30,notable trends include the older age groups – 55-61,62-69 and 70+ - showing the greatest 
amountof increase and the 35-54age group,the age groupin their prime earning years,showing the 
leastchange (1%).According to IO30,the age group62-69 grows the most,exhibiting a106% or 
1,482 people increase.From 2000to 2020,the age group55-61increases by86% or 2,481people 
and the age group70+ increase by29% or 1,644people. 

IO30:Labor Force Change byAge Group in SaukCounty,2000-2020 

Forecasted Labor Force by Age Group in Sauk County, 2000 2020 

Age Groups 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 

Forecasted 
Labor Force 
Change from 

2000-2020 
(number of 
persons) 

Forecasted 
Labor Force 
Change from 

2000-2020 
(percent) 

Projected 
Population 

Change from 
2000-2020 
(number of 
persons) 

Projected 
Population 

Change from 
2000-2020 
(percent) 

16-19 2,122 2,314 2,112 2,015 2,025 -97 -5% -140 -4% 
20-24 2,346 2,922 3,167 2,863 2,719 373 16% 434 16% 
25-34 6,261 6,134 6,803 7,758 7,671 1,411 23% 1,599 23% 
35-54 14,746 15,545 15,552 14,942 14,940 194 1% 216 1% 
55-61 2,870 3,677 4,527 5,179 5,351 2,481 86% 3,124 86% 
62-69 1,398 1,570 1,970 2,469 2,880 1,482 106% 3,526 105% 
70+ 748 751 763 824 965 217 29% 1,644 27% 
Total, 16 and Over 30,491 32,914 34,894 36,049 36,551 6,060 20% 10,403 24% 

Source:EricGrosso,StateLaborMarket Economist,W IDepartment ofW orkforceDevelopment 

IO31clarifies thatwithin the 35-54age group,those 35to 44willdecrease and those 45to 54will 
increase over the nexttwentyyears.Italso emphasizes the large increase in the older population 55-
64. 

IO31:SaukCountyLabor Froce Trends byAge 2000-2020 

Source:SaukCountyW orkforceProfile,www.dwd.state.wi.us/lmi/cp_pdf/S111cpw.pdf 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Two:Inventoryand Analysis 

IO-30also demonstrates generalworkforce trends.Overall,the workforce in SaukCountyis 
expected to increase by20% or 6,060people from 2000to 2020.In comparing this number to the 
overallprojected population increase of 10,403people,itis evidentthatabout60% of the new 
population willbe partof the labor force.This is alower participation rate than thatrecorded by 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics for allworkforce participation in SaukCounty:86.5%. Itis also 
evidentin IO-30thatthe population 16and older in SaukCountyis expected to grow 4% faster 
than the labor force  of people 16and older).However,when compared to the State of W isconsin 
labor force projections byage group(shown in IO-32),itis evidentthatSaukCountyshows less of a 
gap(4%)between expected population growthand expected labor force participation than the State 
of W isconsin (6%)and thatthe labor force in SaukCountyis projected to grow more quicklythan 
the state labor force (20% vs 11%). 

IO-32:Forecasted Labor Force byAge Group in Wisconsin,2000-2020 

Forecasted Labor Force by Age Group in Wisconsin, 2000-2020 

Age Group 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 

Forecasted 
Labor Force 

Change from 
2000-2020 
(numeric) 

Forecasted 
Labor Force 

Change from 
2000-2020 

(percent) 

Projected 
Population 

Change from 
2000-2020 
(numeric) 

Projected 
Population 

Change from 
2000-2020 

(percent) 
16-19 204,474 209,459 205,313 190,368 193,314 -11,160 -5% -17,822 -5% 
20-24 291,507 327,964 335,817 328,731 304,855 13,349 5% 16,360 5% 
25-34 600,925 590,998 644,596 689,271 689,754 88,829 15% 103,995 15% 
35-54 1,386,418 1,429,481 1,392,374 1,332,601 1,312,861 -73,556 -5% -86,884 -5% 
55-61 236,733 299,752 361,141 405,905 417,308 180,575 76% 254,493 76% 
62-69 101,251 111,407 137,344 170,602 196,085 94,834 94% 283,480 93% 
70+ 49,489 50,502 51,952 56,215 66,101 16,612 34% 158,573 30% 
Total, 16 and Over 2,870,797 3,019,563 3,128,535 3,173,693 3,180,278 309,481 11% 712,195 17% 
Source:EricGrosso,StateLaborMarket Economist,W IDepartment ofW orkforceDevelopment 
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TownofReedsburgComprehensivePlan ChapterThree:IssuesandOpportunities 

Planning Issues and Opportunities
�

TheTownofReedsburgLandUsePlanningCommittee,comprisedofmembersoftheTownboard 
andarea residents,tookpartinseveraleffortsaimedatidentifyingissuesandopportunitiesfacing 
theTownofReedsburg.  Theseeffortsincludeda committeevisioningsession,public survey,focus 
groupwork,anIntergovernmentalCooperativeForum,anOpenHouse,anda Public Hearing. In 
additiontotheseefforts,allmeetingsofthePlanningCommitteewerepostedincompliancewith 
theopenmeetinglaw,andupdatesoftheplanningprocessweregivenateachTownBoardmeeting. 
Theseupdateswerereported,alongwiththeTownBoardmeetingreview,inseveralarticlesthat 
appearedinReedsburgarea newspapers. 

3.0 Visioning Session 

InJuneof2003,theComprehensivePlanning 
Committeevisioningsessionwasheld. 
Duringthissession,participantsidentified 
Reedsburg’smanypositiveattributesandits 
areasinneedofimprovement.  The 
Committeethenalsoconsideredhow they 
wouldliketheTowntolookinthenext20 
years. TheresultoftheCommitteevisioning 
sessionissummarizedbelow.  Theseresults 
werelatercomparedtotheVisualPreference 
SurveyandtheCommunitySurveyresultsto 
identifyareasofagreement. 

The following were considered positive attributes in Reedsburg (Opportunities): 

® Therurallandscape,includingrollinghills,goodfarmland,smallfamilyfarms,treesand 
rivers/streamsandpreservednaturalareas. 

® Itsruralfeel,ieitspeopleandtheirattitudesandideas 
® ProximitytotheCityofReedsburg 
® Low taxratesandaffordableservices 
® W ellcaredforhomes,roads,surroundingsforthemostpart.  Cleanliness 
® Rightmixofdevelopment 

The following were considered as areas needing improvement (Issues): 

® ContinuedannexationbytheCity 
® Controlledpopulationgrowthandnew housingdevelopment 
® Lossoffarmland,woodlands,openlandetc. todevelopment,urbansprawl 
® Viabilityoffarminginthefuture 
® New orinnovativedevelopmentregulations 
® Impactsofnew developmentontransportationsystems 
® Betterretailmixandeconomic growthingeneral 

As part ofthe visioning session,the Committee also identified what theywanted Reedsburg 
to looklike in 5,10or 20years. 

® Ruralincharacter,withwellkeptfarmsandruralresidencesonnon-productivelands 
® Likeitdoesnow withsomeadditionalhousing 

SaukCountyDepartmentofPlanningandZoning 31 11/09/04 



                                                                   

                              

  
   
  

   
  

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 

   
     

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

TownofReedsburgComprehensivePlan ChapterThree:IssuesandOpportunities 

® Additionalcottageindustriesandagtourism 
® Preservetheruralcharacter 
® Planforadditionalhousingandbusinessgrowthincertainareaswhilepreservingtherural 

characterandgoodfarmlandfortherestofthetown. 
® Transitionbetweenurbancityarea andruralagriculturalareas 

3.1Land Use Planning CommunitySurvey 

SurveyHighlights: 

Duringthesummerof2003,theTownofReedsburgconducteda communitysurveyinconjunction 
withtheComprehensivePlanningProjectinordertoprovideanopportunitytoobtainadditional 
public inputduringtheplanningprocess.  Ofthe422surveysmailedouttohouseholdsand 
landownerswithintheTown,115surveyswerereturnedfora responserateofjustover27%.  This 
responserateisfairlytypicalofa surveyofthisnatureduetoitslengthandthetypeofquestions 
askedaboutlanduseandcommunitycharacter. 

Thesurveyincludedquestionstogatherbasic demographic data;toobtainopinionsonexisting 
conditionswithintheTown,andtogaininsightintopeoples’thoughtsaboutfuturedevelopment 
andpreservation.  A summaryofthesurveyresultsareprovidedherewitha completesetofthe 
surveyquestionsalongwiththeresponsesprovidedinAppendixA. 

CommunitySurveySummary 
Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan 

Thefollowingisa briefsummaryofthesurveyresults, 
organizedintosomeofthevariouselementsofthis 
ComprehensivePlan.  Thepurposeofthissummaryisto 
giveitsreadersa brieflookintothemostprominent 
concernsandopinionsoftheresidentsoftheTown. 
Theinformationhasbeenarrangedinthesameformat 
astherequiredelementsofa comprehensiveplanin 
ordertoprovidea consistentformatforcomparison. 

i:estitporunn
ues
Iss  adOp

Althoughseveralissuesandopportunitiescanbe 
identifiedthroughoutthesurvey,SurveyQuestions38& 
39directlyrelatetothiselement.  Intermsof 
opportunities,itsproximitytotheCityofReedsburg 
coupledwithitsruralbeautyandcharm maketheTownof 
Reedsburga desirableplacetolive. TheBarabooRiveris 
alsoanassetthatcouldprovideopportunitiesfor 
recreationandtourism.  Additionally,productive 
agriculturalsoilsandgenerationalfarmsareassetsofthe 
Townwhichcouldpromoteopportunitiesforsomeofthenew nicheagriculturalmarkets.  The 
regionstransportationopportunitiesarealsoassetsthatcouldbenefittheTownofReedsburg. 
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TownofReedsburgComprehensivePlan ChapterThree:IssuesandOpportunities 

AsforissuesfacingtheTownofReedsburg,concernsofannexationanddevelopmentpressure 
from theCityofReedsburgappeartobethemostprevalent.  IntermsoftheTown’semployment 
base,theunknownfutureoftheagriculturalindustryandlossofproductivefarmlandto 
developmentisanothermajorissuefacingtheTowntoday.  Theimpacttoomuchdevelopment 
mayhaveontheruralcharacterandbeautyoftheTownaswellasitsnaturalresourcesisalsoof 
greatconcern. 

Ag  Na  adCu  Re :sourceslturalnlturaltura,
i lrcu


Agriculture.  Thesurveyresultsshow thatfarmingcontinuestobea viablecareerchoiceinthe 
TownofReedsburg.  54% ofsurveyrespondentsfeltthattherewereadequateAgriculturalsupport 
andcomplimentaryservicesinSaukCountytokeepag-relatedbusinessesintheTownofReedsburg 
economicallyviable.  Inaddition,nearly80% ofsurveyrespondentsindicatedtheywouldsupport 
activitiesthatpromoteagriculturalopportunitiesincludingdirectfarm productsales,agriculture 
tourism,workdaysandeducationalopportunities,and,farm relatedbedandbreakfast 
establishments.  Also,95% ofsurveyrespondentsfeltitwasimportant,veryimportant,oressential 
toprotectfarmlandintheTown.  76% ofrespondentsfeltthatresidentialdevelopmentshouldnot 
infringeonagriculturaloperations.  Finally,80% ofsurveyrespondentsfeltthattheTownshould 
supportprogramsthathelppreserveagriculturallandsforfuturefarmingoperationswhile84% felt 
thattheTownshouldallow fororencouragetheexpansionofexistingfarms. 

NaturalResources.  Accordingto 
question11 ofthesurvey,the 
secondhighestrankingreasonfor 
whichpeoplechoosetoliveinthe 
TownofReedsburgwasitsnatural 
beauty.  75% ofsurveyrespondents 
indicatedtheywouldbesupportive 
ofinitiativesaimedatdeveloping 
tourism andoutdoorrecreation 
opportunitiesspecificallyfora 
naturesanctuarywhilealmost81% 
indicatedsupportforparks.  The 
threemostimportantlanduse 
issuesfacingtheTownofReedsburginorderofimportancewere:1)theprotectionofwater 
resources,2)scenic beauty,and3)croplanddisappearance.  Strongsupportwasindicatedforthe 
protectionofvirtuallyalloftheresourceslistedinQuestion32.  81% ofrespondentsindicatedthat 
theTownshouldparticipateinwatershedimprovementprojectsontheBarabooRiverforfish 
populationandhabitatrestoration.  Finally,67% indicatedthattheTownshouldsupportprograms 
thatpurchaseopenspacelands,suchaswetlands,floodplains,andwoodlandsforpreservationand 
recreationpurposes. 

CulturalResources.  67% ofsurveyrespondentsindicatedtheywouldbesupportiveofinitiatives 
aimedatdevelopingtourism andoutdoorrecreationopportunities,specificallyfor 
educational/interpretativecentersandlocalnatureorheritagebasedartsandentertainment.  87% of 
respondentsindicatedthatprotectionofhistoricallysignificantfeatureswereeitheressential,very 
importantorimportantwhile95% ofrespondendedinthesamemannerthatprotectionoftherural 
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TownofReedsburgComprehensivePlan ChapterThree:IssuesandOpportunities 

characteroftheTown.  Finally,78% ofrespondentsfeltthattheTownshouldactivelyencourage 
thepreservationofhistoric homesteadsandotherhistoric sites. 

Ho

Thethreemostimportanthousingissuesidentified 
inthesurveyweretheupkeepofexistinghomes, 
providingaffordablehousing,andproviding 
elderlyhousing.  However,82% ofsurvey 
respondentsfeltthatonlysinglefamilyhousing 
shouldbepermittedintheTown. Asa result,it 
maybeverydifficulttoprovideaffordableor 
elderlyhousingopportunitiesintheTownof 
single-familyhousingistheonlyoptionavailable. 
Intermsofsinglefamilydevelopment,a large 
majorityofsurveyrespondentsfeltthatnew housingdevelopmentshouldeitheroccurintheCityof 
ReedsburgorwithintheCity’sExtraterritorialArea.  Therespondentsalsofeltthatifhousing 
developmentweretooccurintheTown,thatitshouldoccurinsmallclustersof1 to3homesas 
opposedtosubdivisionsorthroughouttheTownonscattered35acrelots.  Thiswasreiterated 
againinQuestion36ofthesurvey.  Surveyrespondentsalsofeltthatadditionalhousingwouldlead 
toadditionalconflictswithfarmingoperations. 

i :usng 

Ut  adCommu yFitnn
ites
ili i:esitacil

Roughly88% ofsurveyrespondentsfeltthatalternativeformsofenergythatshouldbepursuedor 
supportedbytheTownincludesolarandwindenergywhile55percentofrespondentsinicated 
supportforethanolplants.  Inreview ofQuestion27,individualsoverallseemedtobesatisfiedwith 
thetypesofservicesprovidedtoresidentsoftheTownofReedsburg.  Mostnotably,morethan 
90% orrespondentsratedthefollowingservicesasexcellentorgood:ambulance,fireprotection, 
policeprotection,andpublic libraries.  Incontrast,only60% ofrespondentsratedthefollowing 
servicesasexcellentorgood:secondaryschoolsystem,privateschoolsystem,roadmaintenance, 
andstormwatermanagement.  Thiswouldindicatepossibleareasforimprovement. 

Ec miDe meono lveopc

W henaskedwhatwasoneofthemostimportant 
reasonsforwhichpeoplechosetoresideinthe 
TownofReedsburg,thehighestrankedresponse 
wasproximitytotheirjoboremployment 
opportunities.  However,surveyresponseswere 
somewhatinconclusiveastothesupportof 
businessdevelopmentoutsideoftheCityof 
Reedsburglimits.  Accordingtotheanswersin 
SurveyQuestion22,respondentsweremore 
supportive(morethan50%)ofthedevelopment 
ofagriculturalbasedoperationslikefarm 
implementdealers,feedmills,fertilizerdealers,veternarianservices/kennelsandcottageindustries 
thanotherbusinessuses.  W ithintheETarea oftheCity,residentsweremoresupportiveofvarious 

:tn
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low-impactcommercialusesincludingprofessionaloffices,healthservices,andlodging.  Survey 
respondentswerealsogenerallysupportiveofrecreationallybasedandtourism basedbusiness 
throughouttheTown.  Finally,accordingtoSurveyQuestions23and24,smallbusinesseswithless 
than10fulltimeemployeeswerepreferredoverlargebusinesswithmanyalsovoicingoppositionto 
anynew businessdevelopmentinthetown. 

Tr i :onttanspora

59% ofsurveyrespondentsfeltthatthecurrent 
roadmaintenanceoftheTownofReedsburgis 
eitherExcellentorGoodwhile67% responded 
thesamewayforbridgemaintenance. 
Respondentsweregenerallysatisfiedwiththe 
Town’ssnow removaleffortswith85% 
indicatingeitheranExcellentorGoodrating. 
AccordingtoSurveyQuestion33,85% ofsurvey 
respondentsstronglyagreedoragreedthatthe 
overallroadnetworkmeetstheneedsofthe 
citizenswhile77% feltthattheconditionofthe 

roadsisadequatefortheintendeduses.  58% ofrespondentsfeltthatbikingandwalkingare 
importantmodesoftransportationintheTownandthatexpandedtransportationservicesforthe 
elderlyshouldbeprovided.  AccordingtoSurveyQuestion34,bikingroutesisthenumberone 
transportationopportunitythatresidentswouldsupportforinceptionorexpansion,followedby 
hikingtrailsandtown/countyroads. Finally,67% ofrespondentsfeltthattheTownshouldadopt 
signageregualtionsalongroadsandhighways. 

i :on
tpera
me  Coo

Throughanalyzingtheanswerstovarioussurveyquestions,itcanbenotedthatrespondentsfelt 
stronglythatthereneedstobebettercommunicationandunderstandingbetweentheCityof

ltna

ReedsburgandtheTownofReedsburg,aswellasotherlocalgovernmentalunits. Better 
cooperationwillleadtomoreefficienteconomic developmentopportunitieswithinandsurrounding 
theCitywithlessconflict,specificallywithregardtotheETarea.  Respondentsindicatea needto 

Itnergovern

balancetheneedsoftheTownwiththoseoftheCity.  Thisincludesthedevelopmentofadditional 
housinginthefuture.  Thereneedstobea balancebetweenallowingadditionalhousingtobebuilt 
intheruralareas,whileatthesametimeprotectingtherurallandscapeandfamilyfarmsbylocating 
additionaldevelopmentclosetoorwithinthecitytomeetthedemandsofthemarket. Also, 
coordinatingthevariouscomprehensiveplanswithneighboringmunicipalitieswillhelpensurethat 
thearea progressesasa whole.  Manyoftheseissuesarehighlightedinotherareaswithinthis 

itporunnuesincludingtheIss  adOp ites
 ctio
summary,
  se
 n.


:enLadUs

AccordingtoSurveyQuestion35,thethreemostimportantlanduseissuesidentifiedintheTown 
ofReedsburg,listedinorderofimportance,are:1. protectionofwaterresources,2. scenic beauty, 
and3. croplanddisappearance.  Inaddition,theTown’snaturalbeautyandsmalltownatmosphere 
werethe2nd and4th mostimportantreasonswhyfamilieschoosetoliveintheTownofReedsburg. 
Inaddition,withintheCityorwithintheCity’sET werethetwohighestchoicesastowherenew 
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housingshouldbecreatedaswellasnew industryorcommercialdevelopment.  Intermsof 
agriculturallanduse,surveyrespondentsweretypicallysupportiveoflivestockoperationswithupto 
500animals,withnolimitsnecessarilyongrazing,cropfarmingorforestryoperations.  According 
totheresponsestoSurveyQuestions21 & 22,thereissupportforsmallcommercialoffices,ag-
related,andtourism andentertainmentbasedbusinesseswhilemoregeneralcommercialand 
industrialestablishmentsarenotpreferred.  Thedevelopmentofrecreational-basedandopenspace 
useswasalsosupportedthroughoutthesurvey. 

3.2 Vision and Goals 

Theinformationobtainedfrom thesurvey(foundin 
AppendixA)wascombinedwiththevisioningsession 
resultstocreatetheTownofReedsburg’sKey 
VisioningGoalsinAugust. Throughoutthe 
comprehensiveplanningprocess,thesegoalswillbe 
utilizedtoprovidea directiontothedevelopmentof 
eachoftherequiredelementsoftheComprehensive 
Plan,andwillalsobeutilizedindraftinga community 
visionstatement. 

Town ofReedsburg Goals 

1. Preservethenaturalbeautyandruralcharacterofthecommunity. 

ThepredominantfeaturesoftheTownofReedsburg’srurallandscapeareitssmallfamily 
farms,rollingagriculturalfieldsandwoodedhillsides.  Thisrurallandscapeisfurther 
enhancedbya widearrayofuniquegeologicalandecologicalsystems,includingtheBaraboo 
River,withitsvasthighwayofuniquebranchesandtributaries.  TheTownaimstorecognize 
andenhancethenaturalbeautyofthearea bypromotingstewardshipofforestedareas, 
grasslands,theBarabooRiveranduniquewetlandsthatsupportdiverseflora andfauna 
ecosystems;aswellasmodernagriculturalconservationpractices,inordertomaintainthe 
ruralcharacterofthecommunityandthehealthofthearea’snaturalresources. 

2. PreserveandenhancethepresentandfuturetaxbaseoftheTownship. 

TheTownofReedsburg’spresentandfuturedevelopmentopportunitiesarebenefitedbyits 
proximitytotheCityofReedsburgasa majormarketcenterofSaukCounty,transitioning 
from anurbansettingtoa productiveagriculturaleconomy.  Throughcooperativeefforts 
withtheCityofReedsburgandSaukCounty,theTownstrivestoestablish 
intergovernmentalagreementsandprogramsdesignedtopromotedevelopmentthatreflects 
andrespectsthistransitionandthecommunity’scharacter.  Thiseffortwillfurtherprotect 
andenhancethediverseruralenvironmentandhighqualityoflifeforthearea asa whole. 

3. Promotea balancebetweentheimpactsofhumansettlementwiththenaturalenvironment. 

Throughpartnershipsandopencommunicationwithallunitsofgovernment,conservation 
groups,developers,farmersandcitizens,theTownwillpromotetheutilizationofstateof 
theartpracticesandprogramswhichprotectnaturalresourcesandinturnenhancethe 
qualityoflifeforthearea’sresidentsandvisitors.  Thesepartnershipswillalsoidentify 
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currentandpotentialsourcesofpollutionandencouragelandownerstointegratesolutions 
thatprotectandenhancethequalityofwater,airandlandresources. 

4. PreserveandenhancetheTown’sfamily-farmingtradition. 

InordertopreservetheTown’srichfarmlandandagriculturaltradition,a viablemarketfor 
agriculturalproductsandcomplimentarybusinessopportunitiesmustbeidentifiedand 
developed.  Byencouragingdiversification,emergingmarketsforagriculturalnicheproducts 
willhelpimprovetheeconomic livelihoodoftoday’soperations.  Throughtheeffective 
promotionofag-tourism,consumerswillhaveanopportunitytobecomeconnectedwith 
theirfoodsourcesandachievea betterunderstandingandappreciationofthefamilyfarm 
operation.  Additionalopportunitiesforag-relatedorag-compatiblecottageindustrieswill 
providesupplementalincomewhilesupplyingtraditionalgoodsandservicesforthe 
communityandvisitorsalike. 

5. Enhancetheavailabilityofhighqualityeducationalopportunities. 

(promotehighqualitypublic/privateschoolsystems) 

Highqualityeducationalopportunitiesarethecornerstonesoftoday’seconomyand 
community.  Theseopportunities,coupledwiththeidentificationoflocalcurriculum 
(employment)needs,willbuilda knowledgeable,innovative,anddedicatedworkforcetofill 
theneedsofa growinglocalandregionaljobmarket.  Emphasiswillbeplacedon 
public/privatepartnershipstoprovidenontraditionaleducationalprogramsoutsideofthe 
classroom,increasingcivic involvement,responsibilityandspecializedtraining. 

3.3 Focus Groups 

TheTown'sgoalsstatedaboveprovidetheframeworkon 
whichmorespecific recommendationsaremade.  During 
August,theLandUseCommitteeestablishedsixfocus 
groupsincluding:Agriculture,NaturalandCultural 
Resources,Housing,Economic Development, 
Transportation,UtilitiesandCommunityFacilitiesand 
IntergovernmentalCooperation.  GuidedbytheVision 
Goals,eachfocusgroupwillstudytheissuesand 
opportunitiesofa specific Townattribute.  From October 
throughtheendofJanuary,objectivesandpolicieswillthen 

bedevelopedforeachthefocusgroups,whichreflecttherequiredelementsofa comprehensive 
plan.  Themissionsandmethodsforeachofthesefocusgroupswereestablishedasfollows: 

Housing 

Usingthemostcurrentpublisheddata, 
buildingpermitandlanddivisionrecords,and 
informationfrom localrealtors,thisfocus 
groupwilldescribethehistoric trendsin 
housing.  Particularemphasiswillbeplacedon 
trendssince1990.  Thegroupwillthen 
identifywaystoprovideanadequatehousing 
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supplythatmeetsexistingandforecastedhousingdemandsintheTown.  Thiselementmust: 
® Assesstheage,structural,valueandoccupancycharacteristicsoftheTown’shousingstock 
® Identifypoliciesandprograms: 
® thatpromotethedevelopmentofhousingforresidentsoftheTownandprovidea rangeof 

housingchoicesthatmeettheneedsofpersonsofallincomelevelsandofallagegroupsand 
personswithspecialneeds 

® thatpromotetheavailabilityoflandforthedevelopmentorredeveopmentoflow-income 
andmoderate-incomehousing 

® tomaintainorrehabilitatetheTownsexistinghousingstock 
®®®® Identifyfurtherpoliciesandprograms: 
®®®® thatcreatea regulatorybalancebetweenindividualpropertyrightsandcommunity 

interests 
®®®® thatminimizetheconflictsbetweenagricultureandnon-agriculturedevelopment 
®®®® thatcreatea regulatorybalancebetweenindividualpropertyrightsandcommunity 

intereststhatminimizetheconflictsbetweenagricultureandnon-agriculture 
development 

EconomicDevelopment (Commercial and Industrial Land Uses) 

Thisfocusgroupwillsummarizeexistingeconomic activitywithintheTown,includingnumberand 
typesofjobs,mixofexistingindustriesandretailuses,availabilityofsitesfornew commercialand 
industrialexpansion,andexistinglocaleconomic developmentefforts.  Thegroupwillthen 
summarizeexistingdata onthelaborforcewithinthegeneralarea,includingskillsofworkers, 
industryandoccupationofemployedresidents,unemploymentrate,andcommutingpatterns.  The 
groupwillalsoidentifywaystopromotethestabilization,retention,orexpansionoftheeconomic 
baseandqualityofemploymentopportunitiesintheTownofSumpter.  Thisincludes: 
® Ananalysisofthelaborforceandeconomic baseoftheTownofSumpter 
® Assesscategoriesorparticulartypesofnew businessesandindustriesthataredesiredbythe 

Town 
® AssesstheTown’sstrengthsandweaknesseswithrespecttoattractingandretainingbusinesses 

andindustries 
® Designateanadequatenumberofsitesforsuchbusinessesandindustries 
® Evaluateandpromotetheuseofenvironmentallycontaminatedsitesforcommercialor 

industrialuses 
® Identifycounty,regionalandstateeconomic developmentprogramsandresourcesthatapplyto 

theTown 

Agriculture 
Usingdata from DATCP,theDepartmentof 
Commerce,theLandConservationDepartment, 
AmericanFarmlandTrust,andothersources,this 
focusgroupwilldescribetrendsinthenumber,sizes, 
locationandtypeoffarmsintheTown,Co-ops,milk 
transportationroutes,lendinginstitutions,closest 
dairies,etc. Thegroupwillthenidentifywaysto 
protectandenhanceagriculturalopportunitieswithin 
theTownandreduceconflictswithnonagricultural 
development.  Thiselementmust: 
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® IdentifyandevaluatetheexistingagriculturalinfrastructureoftheTownandthesurrounding 
region 

® Provideananalysisofhistoric agriculturaltrendswithintheTownandtheregion 
® AssesstheTownsstrengthsandweaknesseswithregardstosupportofagriculture 
® Designatethelocationforexpansionoforestablishmentofagriculturerelatedbusinesses 
® Identifylocal,stateandfederalprogramsandresourcesthatprovideaidtoagricultural 

sustainability 
® Researchandprovideinformationrelatingtoalternativeeconomic opportunitiesthatwould 

enhanceorsupplementagricultureasanoccupation 

Natural,Cultural and CommunityResource 

Thisfocusgroupwillidentifyandexplainsignificant 
naturalandenvironmentalresourceswithintheTownand 
aspartofa regionalecologicalsystem. Thegroupwill 
thenidentifymethodsfortheconservationand 
promotionoftheeffectivemanagementofnatural 
resources(suchasgroundwater,forests,productive 
agriculturalareas,environmentallysensitiveareas, 
threatenedandendangeredspecies,stream corridors, 
surfacewaters,floodplains,wetlands,wildlifehabitat, 
metallic andnonmetallic mineralresources,parks,open 
spaces,historicalandculturalresources,community 

design,recreationalresourcesandothernaturalresources).  Thegroupwillalsoidentifypastefforts 
andplansaimedatprotectingandpreservingtheseresourcesandidentifyfutureneedstofurtherthe 
effort.  Thisincludes: 
® AssessingexistingresourcemanagementplanswiththeTownfrom variouslocal,county,state 

orfederalgroupsoragencies 
® Assessingtheconditionofthevariousresourcesincategoriesofnatural,cultural,and 

communitytyperesources 
® IdentifyandassesstheTown’scurrentstrengthsandweaknessesintermsofresourceprotection 

andenhancement 
® Identifyadditionalmethodsandfinancialresourcesaimedatenhancingorpreservingthe 

identifiedresources 
® Researchandproposenew techniquesaimedatimprovingand/orincreasingtheTown’s 

resources 

Transportation,Utilities and Community 
Facilities 

Thisfocusgroupwilldescribetheexisting 
transportationsystem intheTown,working 
closelywiththeCountyHighwayDepartment. 
Includedwillbea review ofthelocation, 
capacity,traffic,andconditionoftownroads, 
culverts,bridges,CountyhighwaysandState 
highways.  Thisgroupwillthenreview and 
summarizecapacity,location,andserviceareas 
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ofutilitysystemswithintheTown,includingelectric andgaslines.  Thegroupwillalsoreview and 
analyzecapacity,locations,andserviceareasofparksandotherrelevantcommunityfacilities 
(includingtheTownCommunityCenter).  Thegroupwillthenidentifywaystoguidethefuture 
developmentofthevariousmodesoftransportation(including:highways,transit,transportation 
systemsforpersonswithdisabilities,bicycles,walking,railroads,airtransportation,truckingand 
watertransportation)andthefuturedevelopmentofutilitiesandcommunityfacilitiesintheTown 
(suchas:sanitarysewerservice,storm watermanagement,watersupply,solidwastedisposal,private 
on-sitewastewatertreatmenttechnologies,recyclingfacilities,parks,telecommunicationfacilities, 
powergeneratingplantsandadequatetransmissionlines,cemeteries,healthcarefacilities,childcare 
facilitiesandotherpublic facilitieswhichincludepolice,fireandrescue,libraries,community 
centers,schools,etc.) 
® ComparetheTown’splanswiththeCounty’sandtheState’s. 
® IdentifyroadswithintheTownbyfunction 
® Incorporatestate,regional,andotherapplicabletransportationplans,includingtransportation 

corridorplansandstudies,thatapplyintheTown 
® Describethelocation,useandcapacityofexistingpublic utilitiesandcommunityfacilitiesthat 

servetheTown 
® IncludeanapproximatetimetablethatforecaststheneedintheTowntoexpandorrehabilitate 

existingutilitiesandfacilitiesortocreatenew utilitiesandfacilities 
® AssessthefutureneedsforgovernmentalservicesintheTownthatarerelatedtosuchutilities 

andfacilities 

Intergovernmental Cooperation 

Thisgroupwillreview anddescribeexistingdevelopmentplansfrom neighboringlocal 
governmentalunits,localandstateagenciesandschooldistricts.  Itwillalsocoordinateeffortswith 
ongoingplanningactivitiessuchastheUSHighway12LocalPlanningAssistanceproject,the 
BadgerReusePlan,theSaukCountyDevelopmentCooperation,theBarabooRange,theNature 
Conservancyandothervariousregionalplans.  A compilationofobjectives,policies,goals,maps 
andprogramsforjointplanninganddecisionmakingwithotherjurisdictions,includingschool 
districtsandadjacentlocalgovernmentalunitsforsitingandbuildingpublic facilitiesandsharing 
public services. 
® Analyzetherelationshipofthelocalgovernmentalunittoschooldistrictsandadjacentlocal 

governmentalunits,andtotheregion,thestate,andotherentities 
® Incorporateanyplansoragreementstowhichthelocalgovernmentalunitisa party 
® IdentifyexistingorpotentialconflictsbetweentheTownandothergovernmentalunitsthatare 

specifiedinthisparagraph 
® Describeprocessestoresolvesuchconflicts 

3.4 Intergovernmental Forum 

OnMay26,2004,theTownofReedsburgheldan 
intergovernmentalforum withadjacentand 
overlyinggovernmentaljurisdictionstodiscuss 
aspectsofthedraftplanthathadbeendevelopedto 
date.  Thepurposeofthemeetingwastoprovidean 
opportunityforthesegovernmentaljurisdictionsto 
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cometogetherandmutuallydiscussissuesrelativetotheTownofReedsburg,specificallylookingat 
theexistingandproposedlandusemapsandtheissuesandopportunitiesthathavebeenprovided 
above.  Approximately25individualsattendedthemeeting,primarilyfrom theCityofReedsburg 
andadjacentTownsofExcelsiorandW infield.  ItshouldbenotedherethattheTownsofExcelsior 
andW infield,alongwiththeTownofReedsburg,allholdsseatsontheCityofReedsburg’s 
ExtraterritorialZoningCommission.  Theparticipantswereinvitedtoindividuallyidentify 
opportunitiesandissuesthatrelatedtotheiragencyorcommunity.  A greatdealofthediscussion 
focusedontheETarea oftheCityandtheappropriatelocation,typeanddensityofdevelopment 
thatshouldoccurinthefuture.  Inaddition,discussionsrelatedtoannexationofdevelopedland 
versusdevelopmentoflandremainingoutsideoftheCity’scorporatelimitsandthedevelopmentof 
possiblestandardsoccurred.  Additionaldiscussionsrelativetofuturetransportationcorridors,well 
headprotectionordinances,storm watermanagementissuesandotherexistingconflictsorissues 
highlightedtheneedtohavea futuremeetinga seriesofmeetingstodiscusstheETarea inmore 
detail,possiblythrougha facilitatedprocess,toidentifyandimplementmutuallybeneficialpolicies 
andregulations.  Itwasagreedthatitwouldbeappropriatetocontinuethesetypesofdiscussionsin 
thefuture,perhapsthroughprogrammingoftheETCommissionmeetings,toreachsomesortofa 
mutualsolution. 

3.5 Open House 
TheTownofReedsburgOpenHousetook 
placeonJune30th2004.  Itwasanopportunity 
forresidentsoftheTowntocometolearnabout 
andprovidefeedbackontheComprehensive 
Plan.  Themeetingbeganwitha general 
overview oftheComprehensivePlanning 
processandhow iteffectsa community’srolein 
landuseplanning.  A discussionofthespecific 
TownofReedsburgPlanCommitteemeetings 
anddebatesthatledtothecreationoftheTown 
ofReedsburg’suniqueComprehensivePlan 
followed.  Specialattentionwasgiventothe 
Committee’sdensitydiscussions.  Thenthefloor 
wasturnedovertotheaudienceforcommentsandquestions.  Pertainingtothetopic ofdensity, 
twooptionswereproposedforclusteringtimeperiodsinordertoproperlysitedevelopmentto 
preservefarmlandandnaturalresources.  Inareasdeemeddesirablefordevelopmentwithinthe 
town,3lotsplitsin5yearscouldbepermitted.  Ontheotherhand,lotsplitsinwoodedareasand 
primeagriculturallandscouldbelimitedto3lotsplitsintenyears.  Anotherimportantissuethatthe 
audiencebroughttodiscussionwasthe  linkbetweenwaterqualityintheTownandthepossibility 
ofannexation.  Itwasstatedthataswaterqualitydecreases,especiallyinruralsubdivisions,the 
desirabilityforcitywaterincreases. 

3.6 PublicHearing 

TheTownofReedsburg’spublic hearingtookplaceonJuly12,2004.  Duetoitsproximityintime 
totheOpenHouse,theattendanceatthishearingwasrelativelylow,withapproximately10-12 
individualsinattendance.  Underpublic comment,ChairEdBrooksaskedifanyonehadany 
openingcommentsabouttheplanthathadbeenpreparedbytheCommittee.  TheCityof 
Reedsburgsenta representativetoprovidecommentfrom theCity’sperspective.  Generally 
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speaking,theCitywassupportiveoftheTown’sPlanandcongratulatedtheTownontheirefforts. 
TheCity’srepresentativealsowentontosaythatonearea identifiedbytheTown’sPlanwhichhad 
beendiscussedattheIntergovernmentalForum thattheCitywouldbeinterestedinfurther 
discussionswouldbehow tohandleadditionaldevelopmentwithintheCity’sETarea.  Aspartof 
thisdiscussion,agreementsondensityanddevelopmentstandardsintermsofinfrastructurewould 
befocalpoints.  TheCity’srepresentativeconcludedhiscommentsbyagainstatingtheCitywas 
verysatisfiedwiththePlandevelopedbytheTownofReedsburg. 

FollowingthecommentsbytheCity’srepresentative,LanceGurney,stafffrom SaukCounty 
PlanningandZoning,provideda chronologicalreview oftheplanningprocessusedbytheTownof 
ReedsburgComprehensivePlanningCommitteetodeveloptheircomprehensiveplan.  He 
highlightedthepublic participationprocessesusedtogenerateinputandtheconsensusapproach 
usedwhendevelopinga preferredlandusescenariooutsideoftheCity’sETarea.  A portionofthe 
presentationconcentratedontheLandUsechapterofthePlanandwhattheresultsmeantforland 
owners. 

Followingthepresentation,anopportunityforadditionalcommentsandquestionswasprovided.  A 
few questionswereraisedinregardtothepreferredalternativeandtheprovisionsfora “cluster” 
withintheTownasanalternativetotheexisting35acreminimum lotrule.  Onefinalquestionor 
commentraisedwastowhatstandardsweregoingtobeappliedwhensitingnew homesintherural 
areassoasnottoconflictwithagriculturaloperations. 

AtthistimetheTownBoardclosedthepublic hearing.  ItwasrecommendedbyLanceGurneyof 
SaukCountyPlanningandZoningtopostponeactionontheplanuntilthenewlycreatedTown 
PlanCommissioncanreview thecommentsprovidedatthepublic openhouseandthepublic 
hearingaswellasthefinaldraftoftheplan.  Mr. Gurneybrieflylaidoutforthoseinattendance 
whatheanticipatedasthetimelineforadoptionoftheTown’sComprehensivePlan.  This 
concludedthepublic hearing. 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Four: Housing 

Ho iusng 

A look at the number of housing units, occupancy rate and household type, housing structure 
type, age and value of existing housing structures assists with identifying the needs of and with 
providing an adequate housing supply for all residents of the Town of Reedsburg. 

  Ho g An l iayssiusn40.

Number of Housing Units 

tunyaunde sts,iusnChart H1:  Ho g Uni  Re burg a d S k Co

and Sauk County saw the greatest 
change in housing units from 1970 to Change in Housing Units 
1980.  From 1990 to 2000, the number 

30.00% 

Chart H1 shows that both Reedsburg
�

of housing units in Reedsburg 
increased 8.36% from 383 units to 415 

1980 1990 2000 P
er

ce
nt

 C
ha

ng
e

20.00% 

10.00% 

0.00% 

units, or an addition of 32 housing
�
units.  From 1970 to 2000, the average
�
number of housing unit increase per 10 
years in the Town of Reedsburg was 

Town of Reedsburg 
Sauk County 

-10.00% 
9.9%.  The number of housing units in 

Year 
Sauk County also increased, but at a 

greater rate than in Reedsburg.  From 
1990 to 2000,Sauk County witnessed a Source: Census 1990and 2000 

18.88% growth rate, with the 1970 to 
2000 average housing unit increase per 10 
years of 25.98%. 

nureTe

According to HUD, an overall vacancy rate of roughly 3% is considered best.  This rate allows 
consumers adequate choice in housing.  Charts H2 and H3 show that during 1990, the Town of 
Reedsburg had a 2.61% vacancy rate, which was much lower than the vacancy rate of 13.39% 
for  Sauk County (US Census Bureau,1990).  The 2000 Census shows the Town of Reedsburg 
with a 5.06% vacancy rate compared to a 10.92% vacancy rate in Sauk County.  The City of 
Reedburg had a vacancy rate of 5.5% vacancy in 2000. 
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ChartsH2andH3:  Oc y Ra  Tote,cupanc wn of Re g a d S k Co  19,tunyaund be s ur 09

Occupancy Rate, Town of Reedsburg 1990 

97.39% 

2.61% 

OCCUPIED 
HOUSING UNITS 

VACANT HOUSING 
UNITS 

Occupancy Rate, Sauk County 1990 

86.61% 

13.39% 

OCCUPIED 
HOUSING UNITS 

VACANT 
HOUSING UNITS 

Source USCensus,1990 Source: USCensus,1990 

ChartsH4andH5:  Oc y Ra  Tote,cupanc 0,tunyaunwn of Re g a d S k Co  2d be s ur 00

Household Ch

Occupancy Rate, Town of Reedsburg 2000 

5.06% 

94.94% 

OCCUPIED 
HOUSING UNITS 

VACANT 
HOUSING UNITS 

Occupancy Rate, Sauk County 2000 

89.08% 

10.92% 

OCCUPIED 
HOUSING UNITS 

VACANT 
HOUSING UNITS 

Source USCensus,2000 Source: USCensus,2000 

ics
it taracers


Table H6, shows that the number of family households increased between 1990 to 2000 by 22 
households from 312 to 334.  The majority of these family households in both 1990 and 2000 
were married households.  Married households also increased between 1990 to 2000 by 27 
households from 277 households to 304 households.  On the other hand, the amount of 
households of the type “Living in Group Quarters”, decreased by 70 housing units from 209 in 
1990 to 139 in 2000.  Reedsburg’s housing type trends are in contrast to those of Sauk County. 
W hile family and married households are increasing in Sauk County, its greastest increase in 
household type is in the area of non-family households.  This is indicative of an aging or special 
needs popluation on the rise in terms of living in group quarter arrangements. 
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TableH6 Ho ds by Type,h luse o:  Town of Re g a d S k Co tunyaund be s ur

Households by 
Town of Reedsburg Sauk County 

Type 
1990 2000 1990 2000 

Families 312 334 12,701 14,863 

Married 277 304 10,906 12,284 

Non Family 61 60 2,156 6,781 

Living in Group 
Quarters 

209 139 684 881 

Total Occupied 
Households 373 394 17,703 21,644 

Source: USCensus 1990and 2000 

Types of Housing Units 
Town of Reedsburg, 2000 

90.4% 

3.6% 

3.9% 

2.1% 

% Single Family Home 

% Mobile Home 

% two-units 

% with five to nine units per 
structure 

Housing Structure 

d be s urg To ts,Chart H7:S e of Ho ng Uni wn of Reiust trucur

An overview of the types of 
housing units in the Town of 
Reedsburg indicates that single 
family homes dominate.  Charts 
H7 shows that 90.4% of housing 
units are single family homes. 
The other types of housing that 
exist are mobile homes at 3.6%, 
two unit structures at 3.9% and 
five to nine unit structures at 
2.1%. 

Source: US Census 

The Town of Reedsburg has no 
structures with three to four units, 
ten to nineteen units, or twenty or 
more units. 

A comparison of Charts H7 and 
H8 shows that the Town of 
Reedsburg has a lower percentage 
of mobile homes and multi-unit 
structures than Sauk County. In 
contrast,Sauk County has fewer 
single unit homes than the Town, 
but includes all types of multi-unit 
housing.   Chart H8 shows that 
8.6% of its housing units are 

Chart H8:Structure of H ousing Units,Sauk County 

Types of Housing Units 
Sauk County, 2000 

72.61% 

8.60% 

3.30% 

4.10% 

2.50% 

6.70% 

2.00% 
% Single Family Home 

% Mobile Home 

% two-units 

% with three or four units per 
structure 

% with five to nine units per 
structure 

% with ten to nineteen units per 
structure 

% with twenty or more units per 
structure 

mobile homes. Source: US Census 
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Age of Ex g St trucuresinits

The age of existing housing structures 
provides insight into housing upkeep costs, 
the ease of remodeling, and housing resale 
value in a community. 

In looking at Chart H9, which represents a 
sampling of the census data,32.68% of the 
Town of Reedsburg’s housing was built 
before 1939,6.59% of the housing was 
constructed from 1940-1949,7.56% of 
housing was constructed from 1950-1959, 
3.9% was built from 1960-1969,18.05% 

was was constructed from 1970 -1979,14.15% of the housing was built from 1980-1989 and, 
finally, during the past eleven years, from 1990-2000,17.07% of the Town’s housing was 
constructed. 

The majority of the homes in the Town of Reedsburg were built either before 1939 or after 
1970.  One third of its housing is more than 60 years old.  However, this older housing is 
coupled with a significant amount of newer housing.  During the past twenty years,31.22% 
(about one third) of all housing was built.  The construction of new housing from the period 
1990 to March 2000 increased by 2.92 percentage points from the period 1980-1989. 

t trucuresiusninits:Chart H9 Age of Ex g Ho g S

Percentage wise, the Town of 
Reedsburg has experienced 
more construction than Sauk 
County except from 1960 to 
1969, and during the last eleven 
years.  Like the Town of 
Reedsburg, the greatest 
percentages of housing in Sauk 
County were constructed 
before 1939 or after 1970. 
However,Sauk County saw a 
larger surge of construction 
during the past 11 years.  From 
1990 to March 2000,23.91% of 
total housing units were 
constructed in Sauk County, 
while 17.07% of total housing 
units were constructed in the 
Town of Reedsburg. 

Age of Existing Housing Structures 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Four: Housing 

HomeValues 

In 2000,the greatest Chart H10:ValueofOwnerOccupiedHousingUnits 

percentage of homes in the Town 
of Reedsburg were between 
$50,000and $149,000.33.7% 
were between $50,000and 
$99,999,while 32.07% were 
between $100,000and $149,000. 
In terms of other home value 
categories in the Town of 
Reedsburg,13.59% of housing is 
between $150,000to $199,999, 
13.04% of housing is between 
$200,000to $299,999,3.26% of 
housing is between $300,000and 
$499,999and 1.63% is between 
$500,000and $999,999.In 
relation to SaukCounty, 
Reedsburg has a significantly 
greater percentage (13.04% 
compared with 6.08% in Sauk 
County)of homes with values Source: Us Census,2000 

between $200,000and $299,999. 

HousingAffordability 

For purposes of Chart H11:Low-to-M oderateHousingAffordability- 2000 

clarification,affordable 
REEDSBURG 2000housing is defined as 

housing for which 
Household Median Income 49,236 
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people pay30% or less 
of their income on 
monthlyhousing 
expenses.As you can Household income 
see in the chart below, category 
more than 50% of the 
Town of Reedsburg’s 

Rounded 
description 

Percent of 
the 

population 

Housing 
Expenses per 
month based 
on the 30% of 

income 
standard 

households would be extremely low income 
considered to be low to (below 30% of HMI) 
moderate income,a 

very low income (30% to 
statisticused byHUD 50% of HMI) 
when determining 

low income (50% to 80% ofadequate affordable 
HMI)

housing stockin a 
moderate (80% to 100% ofcommunity.The income 

HMI)breakdown for 2000 

< $15,000 

$15,000-$25,000 

$25,000-$35,000 

$35,000-$50,000 

10.8% 

7.6% 

9.1% 

23.9% 

$375 or less 

$375-$625 

$625-$875 

$875-$1250 

depicted in Table H11, Source: USCensus,2000 

shows how much each income group can payper month for affordable housing (30% or less of 
their monthlyincome).In 2000,people of extremelylow income could payup to $375dollars a 
month for housing costs while people with low income could paysomewhere between $625and 
$875dollars a month. 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Four: Housing 

M otrgages 

As mortgage payments are the major of monthly housing expense, this data can then be 
compared to the distribution of monthly mortgage and monthly rent (Charts H12 – H16)costs 
in order to determine if affordable housing exists for all income groups. 

Chart H12andH13 M o hly M o e Co tsstrgagtn:

Select Monthly Owner Costs as a 
Percentage of Household Income 
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Reedsburg 1990 

Reedsburg 2000 

Selected Monthly Owner Costs as a Percenta ld Income ge of Househo

percentage of 
income 

number of 
units 

percent of 
units 

Reedsburg 1990 
number of 

units 
percent of 

units 

Reedsburg 2000 

less than 20% 113 66% 120 65% 
20 24% 22 13% 20 11% 
25 29% 13 8% 7 4% 
30 34% 12 7% 8 4% 

35% or more 10 6% 29 16% 
total units 170 100% 184 100% 

Source: USCensus,2000 Source: USCensus,2000 

In relation to monthly owner costs as a percentage of household income (Chart H12),5.4 % of 
the households with mortgages paid $300-499 per month,17.1% paid 500-699 per month,26.4% 
paid 700-999 per month 34.1% paid 1000-1499 per month,10.9% paid 1500-1999 per month 
and 6.2% paid $2000 or more per month according to H13.This means that there are relatively 
few mortgages for people of extremely low income, that about 1/5 of the mortgages fall within 
the upper half of very low income and the beginning of the lower income group and that most 
mortgages fall within the upper portion of the the lower income group and the moderate income 
group.In comparison to Sauk County, the Town of Reedsburg has a greater number of higher 
cost mortgages and a lower percentage of mortgages below $699 than the County. 

0tsstrgagtn:Chart H14andH15 M o hly M o e Co  - 2 00

Monthly 
Mortgage 

Costs 

Number of 
Units Percent of Units Number of 

Units Percent of Units 

Less than $300 0 0.0% 227 4.6% 
$300 to $499 7 5.4% 1,379 28.1% 
$500 to $699 22 17.1% 1,654 33.6% 
$700 to $999 34 26.4% 1,210 24.6% 

$1000 to 
$1499 

44 34.1% 368 7.5% 
$1,500 to 
$1,999 14 10.9% 59 1.2% 

$2,000 or more 8 6.2% 19 0.4% 

Sauk County Reedsburg 
Monthly Mortgage Costs, 2000 Reedsburg Monthly Mortgage Costs, 2000 

5.4% 

17.1% 

26.4% 34.1% 

10.9% 
6.2% 

$300 to $499 
$500 to $699 
$700 to $999 
$1000 to $1499 
$1,500 to $1,999 
$2,000 or more 

Source: USCensus,2000 Source: USCensus,2000 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Four: Housing 

These results can be compared with H16:Low-to-M oderateHousingAffordability


data from 1990.In considering 
monthlyowner mortgage costs, 
no units were less than $300, 
34.8% of the units were between 
$300to $499,32.6% of the units 
were between $500to $699, 
24.7% of the units were between 
$700to $999and 7.9% of the 
units were between $1000to 
$1499.In comparison with the 
household income interpretation 
from 1990,one can draw the 
conclusion that no mortgages 
were available for those of 
extremelylow income,there 
were limited choices for people in Source: USCensus,2000 

the upper portion of the verylow 
income bracket,that the majorityof mortgages were accessible to people of low income,and 
about 1/4were held bythose of moderate income.There were few mortgages that fell into the 
categories above moderate income- onlyaround 10%.This data indicates that from 1990to 
2000,mortgages moved awayfrom the lower income categoryinto the moderate and upper 
income categories.Essentially,this implies that fewer lower income houses are on the market 
todaythan in 1990and that housing affordabilityhas gone down.According to the Sauk 
CountyHousing Authority,one of the implications of this trend is that people who qualifyfor 
HUD or Rural Development grants cannot obtain them due to the limited number of houses on 
the market within their price range. 

Rounded 
description 

Percent of 
the 

population 

Housing 
Expenses per 
month based 
on the 30% of 

income 
standard 

REEDSBURG 1990 

Household income 
category 

Household Median Income (HMI) 32,237 

extremely low income 
(below 30% of HMI) < $10,000 7.3% $250 or less 

very low income (30% to 
50% of HMI) $10,000-$15,000 8.4% $250-$375 

low income (50% to 80% of 
HMI) $15,000-$25,000 18.6% $375-$625 

moderate (80% to 100% of 
HMI) $25,000-$35,000 22.7% $625-$875 

ChartsH17andH18:M onthlyM ortgageCosts- 1990 
Monthly Mortgage Costs, 

Reedsburg 1990 
Monthly 

Mortgage 
Costs 

Number of 
Units 

Percent of 
Units 

Less than 
$300 

0 0.0% 

$300 to 
$499 

31 34.8% 

$500 to 
$699 29 32.6% 

$700 to 
$999 22 24.7% 

$1000 to 
$1499 

7 7.9% 

$1,500 to 
$1,999 

0 0.0% 

$2,000 or 
more 

0 0.0% 

Monthly Mortgage Costs, Reedsburg 1990 

34.8% 

32.6% 

24.7% 

7.9% 

$300 to $499 
$500 to $699 
$700 to $999 
$1000 to $1499 

Source: USCensus Source: USCensus 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Four: Housing 

Chart H19:M onthlyM ortgageCostsComparison– 1990to2000


Comparison of Reedsburg Monthly Mortgage Rates: 
1990 and 2000 
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Source: USCensus 

Rents 

In analyzing monthlygross rent for 2000,there were no rents lower than $299,24.6% of the 
units were between $300to $499,52.6% of the units were between $500to $749,7% of the units 
were between $750to $999,no units were greater than $1,000and 15.8% of the units had no 
cash rent.This means that 24.6% of the units were affordable for extremelylow income as well 
as for the lower range of verylow income people.52.6% of the units were within the set range 
for the upper half of verylow income persons and low income persons resulting in the abilityto 
afford 77.2% of all rental housing.For persons of moderate income,7% of the rental units were 
within their set range of affordability,but theyhad access to 84.2% of all rental housing.In 
comparison to SaukCounty,the Town of Reedsburg has a smaller percentage of its rental 
housing in the brackets below $500gross rent.In conclusion,in the Town of Reedsburg rental 
housing has more possibilities for low income persons than the actual housing market. 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Four: Housing 

ChartsH20andH21:M onthlyRentalCosts– 2000


Gross Rent 
Number of 

Units 
Percent of Units 

Number of 
Units 

Percent of Units 

Less than $200 0 0.0% 389 7.3% 
$200 to $299 0 0.0% 283 5.3% 
$300 to $499 14 24.6% 1,731 32.3% 
$500 to $749 30 52.6% 2,096 39.1% 
$750 to $999 4 7.0% 427 8.0% 

$1,000 to 
$1,499 

0 0.0% 69 1.3% 

$1,500 or more 0 0.0% 10 0.2% 
no cash rent 9 15.8% 350 6.5% 

total 57 100.0% 5355 100.0% 

Reedsburg Sauk County 

Gross Rent per Renter Occupied Unit, 2000 

Source: USCensusSource: USCensus 

In examining monthlyrental costs for 1990,18.9% of the rents were between $200-$299,62.2% 
of the rents were between $300-$499,5.4% of the rents were $1000or more and 13.5% were no 
cash rents.In looking at the data for household income in 1990,the percentages indicate that 
extremelylow income and the bottom half of persons of verylow income could afford 18.9% of 
the housing;that the upper half of persons of verylow income and persons of the bottom half 
of low income had 62.2% of rents in their affordabilityrange,but could afford 86.1% of the 
rents available when combined with the other categories.In addition,although there were no 
rents in the set range for moderate household income,it can be concluded that these incomes 
could also afford 86.1% of rents available. This data indicates that from 1990to 2000rental 
affordabilityremained stable,with the largest affordabilityfor persons of low income and the 
upper half of persons of verylow income.From 1990to 2000,however,the percentage of 
affordable rents for persons of extremelylow to the lower half of verylow income increased by 
about 6% from 18.9% to 24.6%. 

ChartsH22andH23:M onthlyRentalCosts– 1990 

Gross Rent, Reedsburg 1990 

18.9% 

62.2% 

5.4% 

13.5% 

$200 to $299 
$300 to $499 
$1000 or more 
no cash rent 

Gross Rent Per Occupied Unit, 
Reedsburg 1990 

Gross Rent 
Number of 

Units 
Percent of 

Units 

Less than 
$200 

0 0.0% 

$200 to 
$299 7 18.9% 

$300 to 
$499 23 62.2% 

$500 to 
$749 0 0.0% 

$750 to 
$999 0 0.0% 

$1000 or 
more 

2 5.4% 

no cash rent 5 13.5% 

Source: USCensus Source: USCensus 
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Sauk County Gross Rent per Renter·
Occupied Unit in 2000

40%

a Less than $200

• $200 to $299

0$500 to $749

• $750 to $999
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• $1 ,500 or more

o no cash rent
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Four: Housing 

Finally,looking at data on selected monthlyrentaland owner costs as a percentage of household 
income provides further insight into housing affordabilityin the Town of Reedsburg.In 2000, 
the majorityof residents paid less than 30% of their income in terms of monthlyowner costs,with 
the greatest number paying less than 20% of their income.However,29households paid 35% 
or more of their income.This marks a significant rise of 19people from 1990,indicating that 
for some members of the population housing has become less affordable.In 2000,in relation to 
rentalcosts,the majorityof residents paid less 30% of their income,with the largest segment of 
them paying less than 20% of their income.From 1990to 2000there was a significant increase 
in the number of owners paying less than 20% of their income.The number of people paying 
35% or more increased slightly.Again,this data suggests that while the rental housing market 
continues to respond well to the market needs for the Town’s residents,the owner housing 
market has not.As represented in these charts,more people are finding it more difficult to own 
homes in the Town of Reedsburg todayas compared to 1990. 

ChartsH24andH25Pe eofI mencotrcenag:

Selected Rental Costs as a Percen
Income 

tage of Household 

percentage of 
income 

number of 
units 

percent of 
units 

Reedsburg 1990 
number of 

units 
percent of 

units 

Reedsburg 2000 

less than 20% 23 62% 36 63% 
20 24% 5 14% 7 12% 
25 29% 0 0% 0 0% 
30 34% 2 5% 0 0% 

35% or more 2 5% 5 9% 
total units 37 100% 57 100% 

Selected Monthly Owner Costs as a Percentage of Household Income 

percentage of 
income 

number of 
units 

percent of 
units 

Reedsburg 1990 
number of 

units 
percent of 

units 

Reedsburg 2000 

less than 20% 113 66% 120 65% 
20-24% 22 13% 20 11% 
25-29% 13 8% 7 4% 
30-34% 12 7% 8 4% 

35% or more 10 6% 29 16% 
total units 170 100% 184 100% 

de snietitorun

Source: USCensus Source: USCensus 

1 Ho gOpp sa dNeisn
u
4.

iestitorun

kr 

ey 

iusng 

es

Ex gHoinits
Opp

There are four existing rural 
subdivisions in the Town of 
Reedsburg: 

OakCr tPa

FawnVall

iivson 

iont

ubansLa kyS bdi

EagleRidgeAddi

According to records retained 
bythe SaukCountyTreasurer’s 
Office,several lots still exist within these subdivisions for additional development,including 
approximately15lots within the Eagle Ridge Addition and approximately5lots within the 
LabanskySubdivision.W hen these lots are added to the number of undeveloped lots 
throughout the Town of Reedsburg,one can conclude that there are approximately80-90lots of 
less than 35acres that can be built upon and therefore maybe available for future single-family 
housing development.In addition,lands located within the Cityof Reedsburg’s Extraterritorial 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Four: Housing 

Zoning District may also be available for development without platting or rezoning based on the 
City’s zoning and other relevant regulations. 

In contrast, no additional land has been designated or zoned for multi-family housing within the 
Town of Reedsburg.  Based on the information analyzed above, it is difficult to determine if 
additional rental housing is needed.  However, the rents charged for the existing units seem to 
be meeting the demands of the market in terms of affordable housing.  Additional rental units 
are also available within the City of Reedsburg. 

Re t Ho g Grwth Ra

Since 2000, the Town of Reedsburg has 
began to experience a growth in new 
residential construction starts when 
compared to the previous decade as 
reported by the US Census. According to 
the US Census, approximately 32 new 
homes were constructed in the Town of 
Reedsburg between 1990 and 1999. 
However, records found in the Sauk 
County Planning and Zoning office 
indicate that the number was closer to 52 
new housing starts.  Part of the 

discrepancy between these two entities is the effect annexation by the City of Reedsburg has had 

tes 

on this number.  Between 1990 and 2000, approximately 13 homes have been annexed by the 
City of Reedsburg from the Town.If these homes were subtracted from the 52 new housing 
starts reported by Sauk County, the difference would only be 7 units, which is tolerable.  This 
would result in a housing growth rate of approximately 4.5 new housing units per year as a 

o

growth rate from 1990 to 1999. 

iusn

In comparison, the number of permits issued for new housing construction in the Town of 
Reedsburg by Sauk County from 2000 to 2003 was 30, for an average of 7.5 new homes per 
year.If one was to consider the last 13 years to determine an overall housing growth rate, the 

cen

average would be aproximately 6.3 new homes per year.  This issue will be further discussed in 
the Land Use chapter of this Plan. 

iestitoruniusniona
t
Addi l Ho g Opp

The Town of Reedsburg is predominantely zoned as Exclusive Agriculture outside of the City’s 
Extraterritorial Area.In terms of housing, this means that the minimum lot size for new 
housing is primarily 35 acres with a few exceptions.  This type of zoning greatly limits the 
amount of new rural housing developed within the Town outside of subdivisions.In response 
to this issue,Sauk County is currently working to create new zoning districts and other 
regulations to allow for additional housing opportunities in the rural areas. These new rules 
include the creation of a “Planned Unit Development” Overlay Ordinance and revisions to the 
subdivision ordinance, which will collectively allow for alternative planning techniques called 
clustering or conservation subdivisions.  The Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 
hopes to have these new alternatives available at some point in 2004. 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Four: Housing 

Fu e Ho g Ne

In analyzing existing housing 
units, there appears to be 
enough low income housing for 
the community in terms of the 
rental market.77.2% of rental 
units fall within or below the 
low income category.  However, 
for those wishing to move to 
the community, there is a lack of 
low income housing vacancies. 
The Director of Sauk County 
Housing Authority stated that 
the vacancies that do exist in the 
Town of Reedsburg area are too 
expensive for people of low 
income. 

In terms of vacancy,  Reedsburg currently has a satisfactory vacancy rate that falls within the 
desirable range described by UW  Extension in the booklet “Housing W isconsin”, however, this 
area requires attention and planning for the future.It is important for the economic 
development and stability of the Town that the Town is able to provide adequate housing for 
low to moderate income families involved in the manufacturing industry.  Therefore, it is 
important that the Town of Reedsburg look into the creation of more housing units, especially 
for these income groups.In terms of incorporating lower income housing, the Town could 
consider mandating that subdivisions and apartment complexes include low income housing 
units or could also work with the City of Reedsburg in developing regulations that would allow 

de s 

for zero-lot line/twin home construction.Sauk County Housing Authority is willing to provide 
its expertise and assistance for projects that create low income housing.It has direct experience 
in the area, having already established one low income housing project, the W infield Apartments 

iusn

in the City of Reedsburg. 

Another characteristic of the population to consider for future housing needs, is the age of the 
population.  Given that the population is aging, it may be beneficial for the Town of Reedsburg 

tur

to explore the establishment of a retirement center and elderly group living options.  The Town 
may wish to work with Sauk County and the City of Reedsburg to explore this opportunity of 
providing housing choices for its aging people. 

nsedeiusntece
j
oPr d Ho g Ne s Ba d o
trecassiusnnio
ltpua
Po n a d Ho g Fo

In the Issues and Opportunities chapter of this 
Plan (Charts IO20– IO23), population and 
housing forecasts have been prepared for the 
Town based on historical US Census data using 
an exponential projection formula.In addition, 
two additional projections were developed using 
Sauk County Planning & Zoning data relating to 
new housing starts between 1990 and 2003.In 

lieu of the four projections, it seems highly unlikely that the Town will continue to experience a 
decline in population and housing given their most recent trends.  This,coupled with the density 
and development policies developed by the Town of Reedsburg (refer to the Land Use chapter 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Four: Housing 

of this Plan)provide reason to discount the first two projections,which represent declines in 
both population and housing units in the next 20years.From that perspective,the rational used 
in developing Projection 3seems to make more sense,except for the fact that the historical data 
does clearlyindicate that the average household size is more likelyto continue to decline in the 
future.W ith that being said,Projection 4seems to be the most likelyscenario in terms of new 
housing development and population growth for the Town during the 20-year planning period. 
This projection is inclusive of the area of the Town that lies within the Cityof Reedsburg’s ET 
area.That projection is provided here as the selected anticipated single familyhousing growth 
rate for the Town of Reedsburg. 

Chart H26Fu eHo ga dPo nPrioltpuaniusntur: n– Proitec ojo n#4itec oj

Population 
per Census 

Number of 
Housing 

Units 

Occupancy 
Rate 

Average 
Number of 
Persons 

per 
Housing 

Unit 

Group 
Quarter 

Calculated 
Population 
per County 

1990, per 
census 1,367 383 95% 3.1 209 1,337 

2000, per 
census 

1,236 415 95% 2.78 139 1,235 

2000, per 
county 

435 95% 2.78 139 1,288 

2010, 
projected 498 95% 2.5 139 1,322 

2020, 
projected 

561 95% 2.5 139 1,471 

Source: SaukCountyPlanning & Zoning 

sourcesn2 Ho gPr msa dReogra

Listed below are some examples of housing assistance programs available to the Town of 
Reedsburg residents: 

isn
u
4.

nlveopbaniusntn
tpar
•••• U.SDe me  ofHo ga dUr nDe me t(HUD)


11ioS tec n8  - provides funding to nonprofit organizations for supportive housing for 
verylow-income persons with disabilities who are at least 18years of age 

0ioS tec n2 2- provides funding to private nonprofit organizations and consumer
�
cooperatives for supportive housing for verylow-income persons age 62or older
�

io
S tec
 n8– assists verylow-income families,elderlyand disabled individuals to afford 
housing on the private market.Participants are responsible for finding their own 
housing.Funding vouchers are distributed through PublicHousing Authorities that 
deliver the vouchers to eligible applicants 

io
S tec
 n8/SRO – provides funding to rehabilitate existing structures to create single
�
room occupancy(SRO)housing for homeless individuals of verylow income with 
shared spaces 

HopeVI– provides grants to PublicHousing Authorities to destroyseverlydistressed 
publichousing untis and replace them with new units or dramaticallyrehabilitate existing 
units.It hopes to relocate residents in order to integrate low and middle-income 
communities.It also provides communityand supportive services 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Four: Housing 

- the goal is to provide rental housing for low-income families,elderly
PublcHo
and disabled individuals.Rents are based on resident’s anticipated gross annual income 
less anydeductions 

HOM E - provides formula grants to states and localities that communities use to fund a 
range of activities that build,buy,or rehabilitate affordable housing units for rent or 
ownership. 

iusng

n50ioS tec 2– makes loans to low and verylow-income households in rural areas to
�
build,repair,renovate,or relocate houses,including mobile/manufactured homes. 
Funds can be used to purchase and prepare sites and to payfor necessities such as water 
supplyand sewage disposal. 

n51ioS tec 5– provides direct,competitive mortgage loans to provide affordable multi-
familyrental housing for verylow,low and moderate-income families and elderlyand 
disabled individuals.It is primarilya direct mortgage program but funds can also be 
used and improve land and water and waste disposal systems. 

n5 /5141ioS tec 6– loans and grants used to buy,build,improve,or repair housing for
�
farm laborers,including persons whose income is earned in aquaculture and those 
involved in on-farm processing.Funds can be used to purchase a site or leasehold 
interest in a site,to construct or repair housing,daycare facilities or communityrooms, 
to payfees to purchase durable household furnishings and payconstruction loan interest. 

tilicessnitta oil bina dAc y(HRA)– provides Federal HOME funds to
�
participating agencies to make repairs and improvements needed to bring dwellings, 
owned and occupied bylow-income households,up to appropriate housing quality 
standards and provide accessibilitymodifications. 

itta oil n(HBR)– funds provided through local agencies for the
�
lowest income households either in grant or loan formats for a wide varietyof local 
affordable housing activities. 

t(RHD)– provides additional information to HUD’s
�
HOME program for requirements on funding.These funds are used to provide direct 
competitive mortgages in order to establish affordable multi-familyhousing for verylow, 
low and moderate-income families,and elderlyand disabled individuals 

ivitaitn e(HCRI)– funds set aside to assist low or
�
moderate income persons of families to secure affordable,decent,safe and sanitary 
housing bydefraying some of the housing costs. 

tanocnlveopitnCommu yDe me tBl kGr s(CDBG)– funds made available to local
�
units of government that are deemed most in need of assistance for housing 
rehabilitation and/or limited other housing activities.The funds are awarded to a local 
governmental unit,which in turn provides zero interest,deferred payment loans for 
housing assistance to low to moderate-income homeowners 

iusnreaioit tnsratn

n

io

tpar

lveop

•••• S eofW i n– De me  ofAdmi n(Bu uofHo g) 

ha

d tuc

HomeRe bi

iusn

s

ha

ye

iscons


tna

iusn


HomeBu rRe bi

tta

Re lHo gDe me

Ho gCo tRe nI
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Four: Housing 

State that are in need of assistance due to a natural or manmade disaster.  Funds are to 
be used to provide housing assistance to low to moderate-income homeowners to 
address the damage caused by the disaster. 

y (W HEDA) – there are three
�•W i n Ho g a d Ec mic De me t Aut
specific programs offered by W HEDA to assist individuals with their homeownership needs: 
HOME, Home Improvement Loans and Tax Credits.  The HOME program provides 
competitive mortgages to qualified potential homeowners with fixed below-market interest rates. 
The Home Improvement Loan provides funding up to $17,500 to qualified candidates for 
rehabilitation and other various housing activities.  These funds are provided at below-market 
fixed interest rates for up to 15 years with no prepayment penalties. The properties must be at 
least 10 years old and the applicants must meet the income limits established by W HEDA for 
the county they reside within.  Tax Credits is a program administered by W HEDA, but 

t

authorized through the IRS, designed to help create low-income housing by offsetting 

h ior

construction costs.  Qualified developers can apply to receive tax credits, which they can then 
sell to investors in order to reduce construction costs so that future mortgages or rents fall into 
the affordability range for low-income families. 

n

•Ot r Pr ms 

lveopononiusn

ogra

iscons

he

Sauk County. 

iices 

Other programs that may be considered for housing assistance are provided by various agencies 
throughout the State, including Rural Development of the US Department of Agriculture and 

  Go  Obj s a d Polniveteclas,43.

In order to provide a range of housing 
choices which meet needs of all residents 
in the Town of Reedsburg the following 
objectives and policies have been 
indentified in addition to the Town’s five 
Planning Goals. 

ives
tec
iusnHo g Obj

HO-1 Develop new housing siting standards for new rural housing in agriculture areas so
   as to minimize conflict with agriculture operations. 

HO-2 Encourage housing to occur in the City of Reedsburg Extraterritorial Territorial
   area under a Town  of Reedsburg sanitary sewer district which will be connected to the
   City’s public sewer system. 

HO-3 Establish a purchase of develop rights and transfer of development rights program
   to help preserve open farm and green space and environmentally sensitive areas. 

HO-4 Offer clustering housing as an option to exclusive agriculture 35 acres lot sizes at a
   density to be determined. 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Four: Housing 

HO-5 Promote development that increases the overall taxbase of the Town,while not 
increasing taxfunded expenses. 

HO-6 Promote maintenance and rehabilitation of the existing housing stock. 

HO-7 Strive to have new development reflect the character of the Town,while
 protecting natural resources such as the viewshed of the Town,prime farmland and

 wetlands. 

HO-8 Develop a housing growth plan with the Cityof Reedsburg which is beneficial to 
both parties. 

HO-9 Encourage environmentallyfriendlylandscaping alternatives in new housing
 developments. 

HO-10 Support efforts which provide affordable housing and which offer options for
 people with different needs,ages and income levels. 

HousingPolicies 

The on hallT w S : 

HP-1 Establish an architectural review board to help preserve the lookof the Town
 relative to ensuring that building architecture is both reflective of the lot and general
 location of the lot.For example,an agriculture lot/area would include traditional
 architectural themes and a wooded area would include wooded architectural theme. 

HP-2 Utilize established criteria (state and/or countyrequirements)and local
 observation to define appropriate setbacks and buffers between new housing
 development and existing agricultural operations as well as between new agricultural
 operations and existing housing developments to reduce the possibilityof conflicting
 land uses.At such time when setbacks and buffers are defined,include them as an
 addendum to this policy. 

HP-3 Establish an architectural review board that will workto identifyresearch grants
 and other funding alternatives to aid the use of environmentallyfriendlylandscaping.
 Consider notifying town residents and developers through such methods a town
 newsletter,informational meeting or during the review of development proposals. 

HP-4 Research models and examples other municipalities have used to implement a
 transfer of development rights program to consider the future development and
 implementation of a local transfer of development rights program. 

HP-5 Use and enforce development (similar to LESA)guidelines to site new
 development. 

HP-6 Encourage new development to use common services such as- shared wells,Private
 On-site W aste Treatment Systems (septicsystems)and drivewayaccess whenever
 possible. 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Four: Housing 

HP-7 Research the availability of and provide information to residents with regard to
   federal and state grant programs and low interest loan options to provide aid to those
   improving existing structures in the Town. 

HP-8 Establish a committee of Town and City of Reedsburg officials to encourage zoning
   options within the City of Reedsburg’s ET, including, but not limited to zero setback lot  
   lines for two family dwellings, identifying areas appropriate for Planned Unit  
   Developments (PUDs) and establish a time based development system that is relative to
   the ability to provide services. 

HP-9 Promote multi-family housing options in the City of Reedsburg’s ET to provide
   adequate housing to those with special needs including the elderly or handicapped by
   encouraging developers to include these options within the town and cooperating with
   the City of Reedsburg to consider these options within the ET as well. 

HP-10 Strive to encourage a variety of lot sizes within the City of Reedsburg’s ET and
   promote diverse housing designs to minimize generic “cookie cutter” development. 

HP-11 Prepare an illustrated guide that showcases recommended architectural styles
 consistent with location of the development in regards to the surrounding landscape.It’s 
intended that the illustrated guide be developed with the aid of Sauk County and

   administered by the Architectural Review Board. 

HP-12 Establish an Architectural Review Board shall develop siting guidelines utilizing
   the natural characteristics of the land as well as planting requirements to limit the visual
   impact of new development on the Town’s rural landscape. 

HP-13 W ork with Sauk County to develop zoning options for accessory living units to a
   primary residence outside of the City of Reedsburg’s ET which will permit independent  
   or interdependent living arrangements. 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Five: Economic Development 

Ec micDe me

Many factors are looked at when considering the overall economic activity and forecast of a 
community and the interrelation with the larger region.For the Town of Reedsburg,these 
factors include labor force and employment characteristics,tourism economic impact and 
agricultural economic impact. 

tnlveopono

 AraEmpl me  a dEc micAc

An overall look at commuting patterns,regional employment and income characteristics, 
tourism economic impacts and agriculture economic impacts provides insight to the area’s 
economic vitality.This information will then be utilized in forecasting what may occur in the 
future in terms of additional economic development opportunities and jobgrowth. 

tyiivtonontnoye50.

Commu gPatternsint

A brief look at commuting patterns shows how 
people travel to work and how far they generally 
travel.According to 2000Census data,the 
majority (72.22%)of the workforce in the Town 
of Reedsburg drove alone to work.Their 
average time traveled was 14.5minutes,which 
was under the average time to work of 20.3 
minutes for Sauk County.From 1990to 2000, 
the amount of people who carpooled slightly 
increased from 5.42% to 8.66%,although it is 

still a relatively small percentage of the population.In terms of commuting patterns,the second 
most common option was people who worked at home.In 2000,it was recorded that 12.58% 
of the workforce worked at home.The percentage of people working at home in the Town of 
Reedsburg may be in large part be attributed to the farming industry found in the area.This 
percentage is double the 6.27% who work at home in all of Sauk County.Finally,in 2000, 
6.54% of workers walked to work or used public transportation,which was a 100% change from 
1990. 

ED1: Commuting Patterns Comparison 

Commuting Patterns 
Reedsburg 

1990 

Percent 
Reedsburg, 

1990 

Sauk County 
1990 

Percent Sauk 
County, 1990 

Reedsburg 
2000 

Percent 
Reedsburg, 

2000 

Sauk County 
2000 

Percent Sauk 
County, 2000 

Drove Alone 458 77.63% 16,004 70.42% 442 72.22% 22,213 77.41% 

Carpooled 32 5.42% 2,952 12.99% 53 8.66% 3,196 11.14% 

Public Transportation 0 0.00% 87 0.38% 15 2.45% 139 0.48% 

Walked N/A N/A 21 3.43% 1,116 3.89% 

Other Means 6 1.02% 185 0.81% 4 0.65% 230 0.80% 

Work At home 94 15.93% 3,498 15.39% 77 12.58% 1,800 6.27% 

Total 590 100.00% 22,726 100.00% 612 100.00% 28,694 100.00% 

Average Travel Time 
(minutes) 

N/A N/A 14.5 20.3 

Source:US Census Bureau,2000Census 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Five: Economic Development 

During the summer of 2003, the Town of Reedsburg conducted a community survey to gain 
valuable insight into various issues.  Question #6 of the survey asked for information on 
commuting patterns for the residents of the Town. Although this information only represents a 
sample of the Town’s full workforce, it does provide additional insight into commuting patterns 
and employment opportunities for the Reedsburg area. 

ED2: Commuting Patterns per Town SurveyResponses 

Distance Traveled to Work Number of Survey 
Respondants 

Percentage of Survey 
Respondants 

At home/on Farm 17 20.48% 

In Sauk County 54 65.06% 

Outside of Sauk County 9 10.84% 

Out of State 3 3.61% 

Total Respondants 83 100.00% 

Source:Town of Reedsburg Community Survey - 2003 

tunyEmpl me t Ch s in S k Coauicit taracersnoy

Employment opportunities are strong throughout Sauk County,as is reflected in the 
unemployment rates and other employment data as indicated in T l and ED 4.abes ED 3
According to the State of W isconsin Department of W orkforce Development (DW D), Sauk 
County’s Annual Average Unemployment Rate for 2002 was 4.4%.  Unemployment for Sauk 
County since the start of 2004 has fluctuated from a high of 5.8% in February to a low of 5.4% 
in January.It should be noted here that the information in Table ED 5 is not seasonally 
adjusted.  Sauk County, and specifically the Reedsburg area, tend to show significant signs of job 
growth during the months of May – September each year.  This is due, in large part, to the 
hospitality and leisure industries in Sauk County, which are concentrated primarily within the 
W isconsin Dells/Lake Delton area. 

ED 3andED 4: Unemployment Statistics 

Category 
Town of Reedsburg, 

2000 
Sauk County, 2000 

Civilian Labor Force 637 30,374 

Unemployed 11 1,266 

Unemployment Rate 1.10% 3.0% 

Employment 626 29,108 

Not in Labor Force 379 12,085 

Sauk County 2004 Unemployment Rate Change 

5.2% 
5.3% 
5.4% 
5.5% 
5.6% 
5.7% 
5.8% 
5.9% 

January February March 
month 

u
n

e
m

p
lo

y
m

e
n

t
ra

te
 

Source:W isconsin Department of W orkforce Development,2004 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Five: Economic Development 

Ed n Le

As noted in the Issues and Opportunities section (Chart IO9), the majority of the population in 
2000 (78%) held a high school degree or higher, while 15% of the population held a bachelor’s 
degree or higher.  These figures represent a significant increase in the level of education attained 
from 1990, which were 66.7% and 7.7% respectively. 

There is a great opportunity in the Town of Reedsburg for workers to further their level of 
education.W ith the close proximity of a branch of MATC in the City of Reedsburg, the 
population has an immediate resource for improving and refining its job skills and general 
knowledge.In addition, other regional secondary educational facilities include:  UW  – Baraboo, 
UW  Richland Center, MATC in Madison, UW  – Madison, and Edgewood College.For more 
information on these educational institutions, please refer to Chapter      - Utilities and 
Community Facilities. 

lvesio
tuca


W okig Age Po
ED 5: Civilian Labor Force andEmployment 

Table ED 10 shows that 

nr ion
ltpua


the population age 16 
years or older remained 
stable, with only a small 
decline of 8 people, from 
1990 to 2000.  The 
number of people 
employed (in said age 
bracket) increased by 21 
people from 1990 to 

n

2000.  This brought the 
percent employment of 

oy

those in the labor force 
up to 98%. 

eAra Empl me t Opp

Town of 
Reedsburg, 1990 

Town of Reedsburg, 
2000 

Sauk County 
1990 Sauk County, 2000 

Population 16 years and older 1,024 1,016 35,509 42,480 

Civilian Labor Force 629 637 24,457 30,374 

Employed Civilian Population 605 626 22,987 29,108 

Percent Employment of Civilian Labor 
Force 

96% 98% 94% 96% 

Percent Employed of Population 16 
years and older 

59% 62% 65% 69% 

Source:US Census,1990& 2000 

aonon
ie
titorun s a d Ec mic Vi tyilbi

In terms of employment opportunities, an 
advantage for the Town of Reedsburg is its 
proximity to the City of Reedsburg Industrial 
Park.  The City has a well developed 
industrial sector, which houses over thirty 
industrial firms.  Area employment 
opportunities in manufacting, health care 
care, service industry and tourism related 
businesses are varied and remain strong. 

The potential for economic opportunities within commuting distance of Reedsburg continues to
�
improve.   Several large area employers provide diverse employment opportunities that residents
�
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Five: Economic Development 

rg may take advantage of.T lin the Town of Reedsbu abes ED 6andED 7show the top 20 
employers during 2002 divided into Manufacturers /Distributors, and Non-Manufacturers. 

ED 6: SaukCountyTop 10Manufacturers/Distributers byEmployment 
Of the top 20 in the 
Reedsburg area,Land’s 
End, Grede Foundries, 
Seats Inc., Gerber 
Products Plastics, and 
Reedsburg School 
Systems, together 
employ approximately 
3,035 persons.In 
addition, the 
Dells/Delton area is 
home to the Ho-Chunk 
Casino, Hotel and 
Convention Center; the 
Kalahari Resort and 
Convention Center; 
Noah’s Ark; and 
W ilderness Lodge with 
approximately 3,550 
employees collectively. 

The Baraboo area 
contains Baraboo 

Employer Product Employees Location 

Lands' End 
Clothing/Distribution 

& Telemarketing 
1,100 Reedsburg 

Grede Foundries, Inc. Ductile Iron Castings 885 Reedsburg 

Flambeau Plastic Co. Plastics 700 Baraboo 

Baraboo Sysco Foods 
Wholesale Food 

Distribution 
675 Baraboo 

Perry Judd's, Inc. Commercial Printing 550 Baraboo 

Cardinal IG Insulated Glass 500 Spring Green 

Milwaukee Valve Co. – 
PDS Division 

Brass Foundry 500 Prairie du Sac 

Cardinal CG. Coated Glass 350 Spring Green 

Seat's Inc. Seats 350 Reedsburg 

Gerber Products Plastics Baby Supplies 310 Reedsburg 

Source:Sauk County Development Corporation,2003 

ED 7: SaukCountyTop 10Non- Manufacturers byEmployment 

Sysco Foods,Perry 
Judd’s, Flambeau 
Plastic, Sauk County 
Government, Baraboo 
School System and St 
Clare Hospital, 
collectively employing 
3,587 persons. 

Other large employers 
in the Reedsburg area 
provide additional 
employment 
opportunities.  They 
include Pace Industries 
(196 employees), 
Skinner Transfer (135), Source:Sauk County Development Corporation,2003 

Plateco (110), Zinga 
Industries (70), Reedsburg Hardwood (64), Saputo Cheese (62),Columbia Par Car (79), Lakeside 
Foods (65),Foremost Farms, USA (51), CelloxCorporation (41), Reedsburg Medical Center 

Ho-Chunk Casino, Hotel 
& Convention Center 

Gaming, Hotel, 
Convention Center 

1,670 Town of Delton 

Wilderness Lodge Hotel/Resort 820 Village of Lake Delton 

Sauk County Government 662 City of Baraboo 

Kalahari Resort & 
Convention Center 

Hotel/Resort/Convention 
Center 

543 Village of Lake Delton 

Baraboo School System Education 530 City of Baraboo 

Noah's Ark Water Park 520 Village of Lake Delton 

Sauk Prairie Memorial 
Hospital & Clinics 

Health Care 470 Villages of Prairie du Sac/Sauk 
City 

St. Clare Hospital Health Care 470 City of Baraboo 

Sauk Prairie School 
District 

Education 425 Villages of Prairie du Sac/Sauk 
City 

Reedsburg School 
System 

Education 390 City of Reedsburg 

(380)and the City of Reedsburg (120).  The area remains strong in terms of job retention and 
growth, due in large part to the diversity that is represented here. 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Five: Economic Development 

The overall economic viability of the Reedsburg area is strong.  The City of Reedsburg is host to 
a number of Tax Increment Finance Districts (TIF) and Redevelopment Districts, which aid in 
the development and recruiting of industrial tax base as well as high-end manufacturing jobs. 
The City has also established a Business Center Redevelopment District aimed at promoting 
development in the City’s business Center.  This may include new commercial, industrial, 
entertainment and service type businesses.  The redevelopment of land within the City is also an 
economic opportunity that should be explored,particularly the redevelopment of brownfield 
sites.  A listing of these sites within the City can be obtained by referencing Section 2.10 of the 
City’s Comprehensive Plan. The agricultural, tourism, retails sales and services sectors of the 
economy are strong in the Reedsburg area as well. These business types provide a greater 
degree of diversity that will enable the Reedsburg area to remain a thriving business center in 
northwest Sauk County in the future.  Several of these businesses are located within the Town of 
Reedsburg, and more specifically the City of Reedsburg’s extraterritorial area. 

Finally, the nearby Baraboo and W est Baraboo area contains many service, retail and tourism 
industries and attractions along with four industrial/business parks.  All have water, sewer 
electric and gas service in place.  There is also a small airport nearby.  None of the parks have 
adjacent acreage available for future expansion,but the city and village do have areas identified 
for additional industrial and business development.  The Baraboo, W est Baraboo Area is served 
by US Highways 12,33,123 and 159.Community shopping needs are addressed with a variety 
of small businesses and larger corporations serving the area. 

Oc n By Typeio
tcupa


The 1990 and 2000Census provides a sampling of the occupations of the employed labor force 
in the Town of Reedsbu  1 abe ED 8 which compares the 2 0 s to rg, 6 years or older.T l , 0 0 censu
the 1990 census, indicates the percentage of Town of Reedsburg residents working in 
management, professional, and related occupations increased the most.Production, 
transportation and material moving occupations as well as sales and office occupations increased 
as well.  Occupations that saw a decrease in the percentage of population employed included: 
service occupations; farming, fishing and forestry occupations; and construction, extraction, and 
maintenance occupations.Farming, fishing and forestry occupations declined the most. 

The Town of Reedsburg’s trends concerning areas of decline and increase in relation to different 
occupations follow the trends of Sauk County, except in the areas of service occupations and 
management, professional and related occupations.Management, professional, and related 
occupations are decreasing in Sauk County while they were the area of the most important 
increase in the Town of Reedsburg.In contrast, service occupations are increasing in Sauk 
County but declining in the Town of Reedsburg. 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Five: Economic Development 

ED 8: Employment byOccupation,Town ofReedsburg
�

Occupation Town of 
Reedsburg, 1990 

Town of Reedsburg 
1990, Percent of 

Employed Population 

Town of 
Reedsburg, 

2000 

Town of Reedsburg 
2000, Percent of 

Employed Population 

Management, professional, and 
related occupations * 101 16.69% 162 25.88% 

Service occupations** 87 14.38% 62 9.90% 

Sales and office occupations*** 124 20.50% 167 26.68% 

Farming, fishing, and forestry 
occupations 

100 16.53% 30 4.79% 

Construction, extraction, and 
maintenance occupations**** 

93 15.37% 58 9.27% 

Production, transportation and 
material moving occupations***** 100 16.53% 147 23.48% 

Occupation Total 605 626 

Source: US Census, 1990 and 2000 
*Listed as 'Executive,administrative,and managerial'and Professional specialty occupations in 1990census.
�
**Listed as 'Service occupations','protective services','household occupations'and 'technicians and related
�
support occupations'in 1990census.
�
**Listed as 'Sales'and 'Administrative support occupations,including clerical'in 1990census.
�
****Listed as 'Precision production,craft,and repair occupations'and 'Handlers,equipment cleaners,helpers,
�
and laborers'in 1990census.
�
*****Listed as 'Machine operators,assemblers and inspectors'and Transportation and material moving 

occupations'in 1990census.
�

tyiivtAg eEc micAconoturi lrcu
For the Town of Reedsburg, 
the agricultural industry plays a 
large economic role.The most 
recently compiled data for 
agriculture economic 
characteristics was in 1997and 
is broken down by county. 
This information is provided in 
Tables ED 9through ED 11 as 

indicators of the important economic impact agriculture has on communities.Table ED 9 
indicates that from 1992to 1997,Sauk County farms increased the number of hired workers by 
22.30%.The annual payment indicates that most are seasonal employees. 

ED9: Characteristics ofHiredFarm Labor,SaukCountyandthe State ofWisconsin 1997 

Characteristics of Hired Farm Labor by Wisconsin Counties, 1992 1997 

Percent of 
farms with any 

hired labor 

Number of hired 
farm workers 

Change in hired farm 
workers net change 

1992 - 1997 

Change in hired farm 
workers, percent 

change 1992 - 1997 

Hired farm worker 
payroll (dollars) 

Average annual 
payment per 

worker (dollars) 

Sauk County 35.40% 1,764 322 22.30% $9,195,000.00 $5,213.00 

State of 
Wisconsin 

38.40% 96,482 -12,962 -11.80% $409,009,000.00 $4,239.00 

Source:USDA Census of Agriculture,W isconsin County Agriculture Trends in the 1990’s,Program on Agriculture 
Technology Studies,UW Madison,August 2001 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Five: Economic Development 

Tables ED 10and ED 11 show that in Sauk County,half of all farm receipts (the gross market 
value of all agriculture products sold)came from dairy sales (sale of milk and milk products) 
during 1997.The average value of farmland buildings,and the value of machinery and 
equipment,is based on market value.The fact that 63.10% of the farms having a sales value of 
less than $50,000per year,indicates that many of the farms in Sauk County are relatively small 
family farm operations.Many of these farms depend on off-farm work or investments for their 
main source of income,and more importantly health care benefits.Overall,economic 
development strategies for agriculture include looking at opportunities for diversification in 
products produced,producing for niche markets,direct marketing,agri-tourism and 
participating in grower cooperatives.Additional information relating to the Agriculture Industry 
will be included and covered in Chapter Sixof this plan. 

ED 10: Farm Receipts,Capital,andIncome SaukCountyvs.State ofWisconsin,1997 

Average Value of all Farmland and Buildings 1997 

Value of all farm 
receipts 

Percent of 
receipts from 
Dairy sales 

Per Farm Per Acre 

Average value of 
machinery and 
equipment per 

farm 

Average net farm 
income per farm 

Sauk County, 
1997 

$121,224,000.00 50.00% $285,633.00 $1,212.00 $46,411.00 $17,953.00 

State of 
Wisconsin, 1997 

$5,579,861,000.00 49.20% $282,135.00 $1,244.00 $66,731.00 $20,110.00 

Source:W isconsin County Agriculture Trend in the 1990’s,UW Program on Agriculture Technology Studies,2001 

ED 11: Farm Income in SaukCountyvs.State ofWisconsin,1997 

Percent of Farms by Value of Sales 1997 

Percent of farms 
with positive net 

income 

Value of total 
government 
payments 

Percent of farms 
receiving 

government 
payments 

under 
$10,000 

$10,000 to 
$49,999 

$50,000 to 
$99,999 

$100,000 
Plus 

Sauk County, 
1997 

48.10% $3,235,000.00 62.90% 39.10% 24.00% 12.30% 24.60% 

State of 
Wisconsin, 

1997 
54.20% $137,274,000.00 56.30% 38.60% 23.90% 13.40% 22.70% 

ono

Source:W isconsin County Agriculture Trend in the 1990’s,UW Program on Agriculture Technology Studies,2001 

iursTo m Ec torunntacmicImp  a dOpp tyi

According to the 2003W isconsin Department of Revenue report on tourism,Sauk County is the 
third most popular tourism destination in the State,behind Milwaukee and Dane Counties. The 
overall statewide economic impact of travelers is broken down in several ways.Direct impacts 
(the employee wages and taxes paid from establishments where travelers purchase goods or 
services),and indirect impacts (the money spent by these employees on goods and services in 
the area),add upto the total economic impact. 

Looking at the traveler expenditures by category,travelers spend more than half of their total 
expenditures on shopping and recreation (including event and entertainment fees,wagering, 
sightseeing and cultural events)expenditures.Food expenditures represent 25% and lodging 
expenses represent 13% of the total estimated traveler expenditures.Sixpercent of W isconsin 
traveler expenditures were spent on transportation within the State (W isconsin Department of 
Tourism,2002).Forty-sixpercent of traveler expenditures occurred in summer,29% percent of 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Five: Economic Development 

expenditures were in the winter/spring 
season and 24% of expenditures were 
during the fall season. 

TableED9,shows that the W isconsin 
Department of Tourism estimated 
traveling expenditures at 
approximately $856million dollars 
during 2002,up3.35% from 2001for 
Sauk County.Comparatively,tourism 
expenditures have grown in Sauk 
County by approximately 248% in the 
last decade,from $246,078,017in 1993 

to just over $856million in 2002according to the Department of Tourism.Collectively,the 
tourism industry supported 24,532jobs,equating to an increase in jobs from 2001to 2002of 
approximately 900.Local revenues collected as a result of travelers amounted to an estimated 
$66million in 2002,which was an increase of 7.7% from 2001. 

ED 12: TravelExpenditures andEconomicImpact 

Travel Expenditures and Economic Impact 

2002 
Expenditures 

2001 
Expenditures 

Percent 
Change 

Full-Time Job 
Equivalents 

Resident 
Income 

State Revenues Local 
Revenues 

Sauk County $856,181,017 $828,423,253 3.35% 24,532 $530,631,384 $66,666,331 $65,527,817 

State of WI 11,676,615,166 11,446,492,521 2.01% 323,759 $6,602,720,000 $1,077,135,000 $777,910,000 

Source:W isconsin Department of Tourism,2002 

The Reedsburg area of Sauk County provides opportunities for recreation,cultural,historical 
and nature based tourism.Some of the sites visited in and near the Town of Reedsburg include: 
the 400Trail bike trail,the Baraboo River,the Baraboo Range,Lake Redstone,Pioneer Village 
Mirror Lake State Park,Dutch Hollow and Hemlock Park.In addition,other tourism draws in 
the region (within a twenty minute drive)include the Dells/Delton area,the Ho-Chunk Casino 
and Convention Center,the International Crane Foundation,the Aldo Leopald Foundation, 
Devil’s Lake State Park and the Circus W orld Museum. 

W ith the Town of Reedsburg’s proximity to so many tourism locations,the potential for the 
Town to add to it's economic base in this category is substantial.Providing eating 
establishments and shopping opportunities (more than 50% of travelers expenditures)and 
lodging facilities (13% of travelers expenditures)which reflect the Town of Reedsburg and the 
nearby attractions can bring a portion of the Sauk County tourism revenue ($625million dollars 
in 2000)to the Town of Reedsburg.Other opportunities should center around the Baraboo 
River,the 400State Trail,and the emerging agri-tourism industry. 

isnessitantraciet
itorun
51. Opp stoAtt  a dRe nBu

The Town of Reedsburg recognizes the prime potential of the lands outside of the City of 
Reedsburg ETzone for agriculturally related business.Therefore,it necessary to focus on 1) 
maintaining existing agricultural operations in this areas and 2)drawing new forms of agricultural 
business to this area. 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 67 11/09/04 



                                                          

                       

 
 

   
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

  
 

  
  

 
   

 
 

 
  

    
 

  
 

 
   

 

  
  
 

  
 

 

  
 

 

   
 

 

  
  

 

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Five: Economic Development 

A major opportunity for additional economic 
development for the Town of Reedsburg is the 
emerging tourism industry. 

The Town of Reedsburg has a strong labor 
force.W ith a relatively low unemployment 
rate,the Town can continue to pursue 
employment opportunities in neighboring 
communities as well as at home. As was 
previously noted,the Town is in close 
proximity to many tourism destinations.W ith 

this recognition,there are many opportunities for residents to capitalize on the Towns location 
relative to community character,including outdoor recreation,eco-tourism,agriculture related 
tourism service and sales industries. 

In terms of business retention,one of the key assets of the Town of Reedsburg is its proximity 
to the branch of the Madison Area Techinical College in Reedsburg.MATC serves as an 
immediate resource for the population and area businesses,in providing opportunities to acquire 
as well as to improve jobskills.MATC caters to the Reedsburg area business community’s needs 
by offering customized labor training programs for area businesses. 

itrpora on


psOt rPr msa dPa hitrners

kCo yDe me tCon

n

Sauk County Development Corporation’s mission is to promote and retain the diverse economic 

lveop

vitality of Sauk County and its individual communities. 

ogra

tun

he

Sau

52.

rcetn otparW i nDe me fComme

Provides a broad range of financial resources to helpbusinesses and communities undertake 

iscons

economic development.These programs include: 

ogramnlveoponoan

ogram

io

oc

n

it tnsra

n

lveop


lveop


isnes

i


itn

ono
ra

• Commu yDe me tBl kGr t(CDBG)– Ec micDe me tPr

• CDBG – PublcFa  helps eligible local governments upgrade community facilities, 

• Ru lEc micDe me tPr

• USSmallBu sAdmi

Provides grants to communities to promote local jobcreation and retention.
�

iestilic
infrastructure,and utilities to benefit lot to moderate income residents
�

offers low-interest loans for businesses with
�
fewer than 25employees.
�

n(SBA)provided loan guarantees that are used in
�
conjunction with bank financing to improve loan terms.
�

h iornlveoponon
iusn
iscons• W i nHo ga dEc micDe me tAut
buys down commercial interest rates,enabling W isconsin lenders to offer short-term,below 
market rate loans to small,minority or women owned businesses. 
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• l Re e Bo s (RDs

•	 M a r Ec mic De me tPr

•	 Cu mi d La r Tr g Pr m (

•	 Te gy De me t Fu d Pr

•	 Fowad W i

ogra

ogra

ogra

n

n

Idn

iiann

n

lveop

lveop

bo

venu

isconsn


ono


ze


r


I d itn usra	

h lc noo

jo

tso	

r

) are municipal bonds whose proceeds are loaned to
�
private persons or to businesses to finance capital investment projects.  All W isconsin 
municipalities – cities, villages, and towns are authorized to issue IRDs. 

m (M ED) is designed to provide financial
�
assistance for W isconsin business startup or expansions.
�

CLT) encourages businesses to invest in the
�
retooling and upgrading of equipment in order to increase the productivity of its labor force 
by providing a grant of up to 50% of the cost of a workforce training program. 

m (TDF) is designed to provide assistance to
�
businesses embarking on technical research projects aimed at developing new products or 
processes, or improving existing products or processes. 

is a non-profit economic development-marketing corporation for the
�
State of W isconsin.  This organization creates marketing strategies aimed at luring businesses 
and industry from other states within the United States and other countries through out the 
world to improve the corporate climate in W isconsin.Facilitation is provided to help match 
company needs with possible locations throughout the State.  Assistance is available to aid 
with community development projects and marketing. 

ltnraS tountn•	 Ag e De me   Zo e ( h-Ce )is a new agricultural economic 
development program in the State of W isconsin which provides tax credits to farm operators 
and business owners who make new investments in agricultural operations.  These tax 

lveop

incentives are offered for three basic categories of investment including job creation, 
environmental remediation, or capital investments in technology/new equipment.  This 
program is administered by the W isconsin Department of Commerce. 

turi lrcu

In order to promote the stabilization, retention, or expansion of the economic base and quality 
of employment opportunities in the Town of Reedsburg, the following objectives and policies 
have been developed. 

ives
tec


iicesnivetecnlveopono53.  Ec mic De me t Obj s a dPol

Obj

EDO-1 Encourage farming as an occupation and encourage the development of desirable farm 
related businesses that compliment the Town’s rural setting. 

EDO-2Prohibit large commercial and industrial development outside of the Town’s transition
�
area in order to maintain the Town’s rural character, water quality and air quality.
�

EDO-3Promote the development of cottage industries and small commercial businesses that 

enhance or preserve the Town’s natural beauty and rural character.
�

EDO-4Promote alternative agricultural endeavors such as organic farming, fruit or vegetable
�
crops, direct marketing etc.
�
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Five: Economic Development 

EDO-5Keepbusiness development in areas that would have the least amount of an impact on 
productive farmlands. 

EDO-6Support a cost effective and well rounded school curriculum including professional, 
technical,agricultural and industrial learning opportunities by using innovative,on-site and 
contemporary learning from public and private educational institutions,local industries and local 
businesses. 

EDO-7Encourage greater cooperation with the City of Reedsburg with the establishment of a 
joint business/industrial park. 

EDO-8Promote economic development within the Town by placing an emphasis on its many 
assets,including its modern infrastructure,public services,hospital,educational systems,library, 
taxrates,and most importantly,the work ethic of it’s people. 

EDO-9 Reduce the impact industrial development has on our air and water quality. 

EDO-10 Support the clean-upand revitalization of the Baraboo River and its tributaries to 
enhance recreational and tourism opportunities. 

EconomicDevelopmentPolicies: 

Th ow h :e T n Sall

EDP-1Direct commercial and industrial development,excluding current permitted uses and 
special exceptions,to areas inside of the City of Reedsburg’s ETdefined on the Proposed Land 
Use Map. 

EDP-2Establish an Architectural Review Board to promote attractively sited development that 
blends into the natural landscape. 

EDP-3 Explore the development of tourism opportunities in conjunction with the Baraboo 
River Corridor. 

EDP-4 Explore cooperative opportunities for direct marketing to increase the income potential 
for the Town’s agricultural operations. 

EDP-5 Encourage local industries and businesses to recruit local talent through the hosting of 
jobfairs and coordination through various jobplacement agencies. 

EDP-6Promote cooperation with the City of Reedsburg by establishing corporate boundary 
agreements to encourage the development of shared services. 

EDP-7 Prohibit large commercial and industrial development outside of the Town’s transition 
area in order to maintain the Town’s rural character,water quality and air quality. 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan                                                             Chapter Six: Agriculture
�

Agriculture
�

Farming is a key part of the local economy, 
heritage and way of life in Sauk County.  The 
Town of Reedsburg is deeply rooted in the 
agricultural tradition.  W hile only a small 
portion of its residents are employed in 
farming,51% of the total landcover in the 
Town of Reedsburg is farmland.It’s 
agricultural landscape is an integral element of 
Town’s rural character and lifestyle.  Also, 

many ag-related businesses are located in the Town of Reedsburg area: the only canning factory 
in Sauk County, Lakeside Foods; South Central Dairy Herd Improvement, which serves three 
counties; Reedsburg Egg Factory; two fertilizer companies; a local cheese factory and an 
implement dealer. 

The Town of Reedsburg is, however, experiencing a decline in its farming community and 
farmland.  According to a recent study completed in August,2001 by the University of 
W isconsin- Madison entitled, “Wisconsin County Agricultural Trends in the 1990s”, this is “a problem 
that affects all W isconsin communities.  Research in W isconsin and other states suggests that 
farm and farmland losses are the result of economic pressures within agriculture as well as 
competition for agricultural lands from residential and recreational development.”  The goal of 
this comprehensive plan is to address how to preserve valuable agricultural lands and farming 
operations while still allowing for some growth within the Town. 

6.0  Regional Trends in Agriculture 

I n W isconsin, the average farm size 
increased by 2.73% from 1987 to 
1997.From 1987 to 1992 the 
average farm size increased by 3.17% 
from 221 to 228 acres.  However, 
from 1992-1997 the average farm 
size decreased by 0.44% from 228 to 
227 acres.In contrast, the number 
of farms in W isconsin continually 
decreased from 1987-1997.In Sauk 
County, farm size decreased by 
6.98% from 1987 to 1997.From 
1987-1992, average farm size decreased by 1.22% from 246 to 243 acres.From 1992 to 1997, 
average farm size decreased by 5.76% from 243 to 229 acres, which now is very close to the 
statewide average.  The number of farms in Sauk County decreased from 1987 to 1992, but then 
increased from 1992 to 1997, implying that in Sauk County new farms are being created at 
smaller acreages. 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan                                                             Chapter Six: Agriculture
�

Table A1: TrendsInAverage Size ofFarms
�

Sauk County Farms Wisconsin Farms 

Year 
Number 
of Farms 

Average 
Size of 
Farm 

Percent 
Change in 

Average Size 
Year 

Number 
of Farms 

Average 
Size of 
Farm 

Percent 
Change in 

Average Size 

1987 75,131 221 1987 1,502 246 

1992 67,959 228 3.17% 1992 1,383 243 -1.22% 

1997 65,602 227 -0.44% 1997 1,452 229 -5.76% 
Source: W isconsin CountyAgricultural Trends in the 1990's,Prepared byPATS,UW Madison,August 2001 

As Table A2 shows, from 1990 to 1997,3,766 acres of agricultural land were sold in the Town of 
Reedsburg.1,073 acres of this land (about one third) were diverted from agriculture to other 
uses.  This means that out of the total existing farm acreage in 1990,7.2% of it was converted to 
on-agricultural uses.  These numbers coincide with those of Sauk County and W isconsin.In 
each case, about one third of the total agricultural acres sold were diverted to other land uses. 

Table A2: Agriculture LandSales,TownofReedsburg,SaukCounty,andState ofWisconsin 

Agriculture Land Sales 

Agriculture Land Continuing in Agriculture 
Use 

Agricultural Land Being Diverted to Other Uses Total of all Agricultural Land 

Number of 
Parcels Sold 

Acres Sold 
Average Dollars 

Per Acre 
Number of 

Transactions 
Acres 
Sold 

Average 
Dollars Per 

Acre 

Total Farmland 
in 1990 

Percent of 
Farmland Sold 
and Converted 

Number of 
Parcels 

Sold 
Acres Sold 

Dollars Per 
Acre 

Town of 
Reedsburg 
1990 -1997 

N/A 2,693 $898 N/A 1,073 $1,235 14,954 7.2% 60 3,766 $979 

Sauk County 
1990 - 1997 

N/A 50,947 $914 N/A 16,130 $1,124 313,543 5.1% 1,103 67,077 $979 

Sauk County 
2001 

33 2,017 $2,511 19 642 $2,712 N/A N/A 52 2,670 $2,560 

State of 
Wisconsin 

2001 
1,974 126,404 $2,060 993 49,337 $3,448 N/A N/A 2,967 175,741 $2,450 

Source: W isconsin Town Land Use Databook,Prepared bythe Program on Agriculture TechnologyStudies 
(PATS),UW Madison,September 1999– W isconsin Agriculture Statistics Service in cooperation with the W I 
Department of Agriculture 

The dollar per acre is the average price per acre of land sold between 1990 and 1997.It is 
evident that farmland being converted into other uses had a greater price per acre than farmland 
being sold for continuing agricultural use in the Town of Reedsburg as well as in Sauk County 
and W isconsin.  Although no specific data has been developed, recent real estate transactions 
indicate that land prices have more than doubled since 1997 and are continuing to climb. 

A look at the trends in farm numbers from 1990 to 1997,Table A3 shows that the estimated 
number of farms in the Town of Reedsburg has remained stable, increasing by only 1 farm from 
87 to 88.  The actual number and makeup of farms in the Town of Reedsburg is hard to 
pinpoint as these statistics includes any farms with main acreage in a neighboring township. 
In Sauk County, the rate of decrease was greater during this same time period.  The number of 
farms decreased  by 90 farms from 1,597 to 1,507 farms. 
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�

Table A3: Tren armN ber aukC andTowntounySsumF
disn
 eedburgsRfo

Trends in Farm Numbers, 1989 1997 

Sauk County 

Farm 
Numbers 

1990 

Farm 
Numbers 

1997 

% Change 
1990-1997 

Dairy 
Farm 

Numbers 
1990 

Dairy 
Farm 

Numbers 
1997 

% 
Change 
1990
1997 

Farms per 
Square Mile 

1997 

Dairy Farms 
per Square 
Mile 1997 

1597 1507 -5.6% 687 47 -30.90% 1.9 0.6 

Town of Reedsburg 

Farm 
Numbers 

1990 

Farm 
Numbers 

1997 

% Change 
1990-1997 

Dairy 
Farm 

Numbers 
1990 

Dairy 
Farm 

Numbers 
1997 

% 
Change 
1990
1997 

Farms per 
Square Mile 

1997 

Dairy Farms 
per Square 
Mile 1997 

87 88 1.1% 38 24 -36.8% 2.7 0.7 
Source: W isconsin CountyAgricultural Trends in the 1990's,Prepared byPATS,UW Madison,August 2001 

Dairy farms in the Town have significantly declined by 36.8% from 1990 to 1997 from 38 to 24 
farms.  This decline follows the trend in Sauk County where dairy farms also declined by 30.9% 
from 687 to 475 farms from 1990 to 1997.  However, the Town of Reedsburg is losing dairy 
farms at a slightly faster rate than Sauk County.In 1997, the Town had an estimated number of 
2.7 farms per square mile, which is higher than the County estimate of 1.9 farms per square mile. 

Production Trends 

Tables A4 and A5 show that during 1999, the average yield for field corn for Sauk County differs 
by only 1 bushel per acre than that of the State.  The average difference for corn silage is 1 ton 
per acre.  Other yield differences between Sauk County and the State were: alfalfa at .3 tons per 
acre, forages harvested at .5 tons per acre, and soybean yields at .2 tons per acre. 

dstrd itrouconTablesA4& A5: P en : S isconsnfttounyaukC & Sate oWi

Forage Small Grains 
(combined 

Farm 
Production 

Trends, 1999 
Alfalfa Other forages All forage Harvested 

Soybeans 
oats, barley, 

wheat) 

acres yield acres acres yield acres yield acres 

Sauk County 715 4.1 8,100 79,600 4.6 24,500 48 7,300 

State of 
Wisconsin 

3,000,000 4.4 600,000 3,600,000 4.1 1,300,000 46 485,000 

C o r n 

F a r m 
P r o d u c t io n 

T r e n d s , 1 9 9 9 
F i e l d C o r n C o r n s i l a g e T o ta l C o r n 

a c r e s y i e l d a c r e s y i e ld a c r e s 

S a u k C o u n ty 6 6 , 0 0 0 1 4 4 1 5 , 1 0 0 1 6 8 1 ,1 0 0 

S ta t e o f 
W is c o n s in 

2 ,8 5 0 , 0 0 0 1 4 3 7 3 0 ,0 0 0 1 7 3 , 5 8 0 ,0 0 0 

Source: W isconsin CountyAgricultural Trends in the 1990's,Prepared byPATS,UW Madison,August 2001 
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�

Table A6 on the next page shows that the number of dairy cows, the total milk produced by 
them, and the number of dairy herds decreased for both the County and the State from 1991-
1999.  On contrast, the productivity of the herds did increase from 1991 to 1999 for both the 
County and the State, reflective of the agriculture industry throughout the State of W isconsin. 

In light of  these changes collectively, agricultural productivity has increased.  Sauk County 
remains one of the State’s leaders in terms of production and revenue generated according to a 
recent study completed in August,2001 by the University of W isconsin- Madison entitled, 
“Wisconsin County Agricultural Trends in the 1990s”. 

Table A6: P en : Sdstrd itroucon aukC & Sate oWi isconsnfttouny

Number of 
Cows 

Total Milk 
Produced 

Herd 
Productivity 

Number of 
Dairy Herds 

Number of 
Cows 

Total Milk 
Produced 

Herd 
Productivity 

Number of 
DairyHerds 

Sauk County 
1991- 1997 -6,300 -4,060 2,800 -223 -17.10% -0.80% 19.70% -35.00% 

Stateof 
Wisconsin 
1991- 1997 

-388,000 -1,329,000 2,983 -12,103 -22.10% -5.40% 21.40% -37.20% 

Net Change, 1991 1999 Percent Change, 1991 1999 

Dairy Trends, Sauk County andWisconsin 

Source: W isconsin CountyAgricultural Trends in the 1990's,Prepared byPATS,UW Madison,August 2001 

Agricultural Infrastructure 

The agricultural industry in the Town 
of Reedsburg is supported by a 
diverse agricultural infrastructure 
within the Reedsburg area and Sauk 
County region.  The Reedsburg area 
has historically served as a regional 
trade center for the northwest 
portion of Sauk County, acting as a 
marketplace for selling produce and 
purchasing agricultural services and 
products.Interviews were conducted with local farmers, the Town of Reedsburg Planning 
Committee, and agricultural resource agencies to identify the existing agricultural infrastructure 
and evaluate it.  The catergories that were assessed in terms of infrastructure included: 
lending/credit institutions, shipping services, fertilizer suppliers, feed mills, elevators, bulk grain 
storage and loading facilities, hardware stores, equipment dealers and implements, machinery 
repair services, contractual services, manure hauling, veternarian services, meat processing, 
dairy/milk haulers, dairy cooperatives, genetics labaratories, dairy supply, farmer markets, and 
breeders.  The analysis included and evaluation of the provision of services and amount of 
competition within a 15 mile radius of the City of Reedsburg. 

Based on the analysis, responses to the interviews, and general discussions of the Planning 
Committee, it appears that the level of satisfaction of the existing agricultural infrastructure is 
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relatively high.In particular, a few needs were identified through an interview with the UW 
Extension Ag Agent in Sauk county.  They included the need for additional competition to 
improve local pricing, specifically for fertilizer and feed suppliers.In addition, the need for 
additional custom spray applicators is relatively high as well.  Finally, there appears to be no 
suppliers of organic feed and fertilizer within the area.  Some positive components of the 
agricultural infrastructure include a farmer’s market in the City of Reedsburg; the creation of a 
new marketing cooperative that will promote direct sales to area entertainment businesses within 
the W isconsin Dells area; and finally, the new rail load-out facility in Rock Springs.  The 
provision of banking/lending institutions, hardware stores, equipment dealers and implements, 
repair services, shipping services, dairy cooperatives and suppliers, and veternarian services 
appear to be adequate.  Also, the opportunity for ag-related businesses and cottage industries 
exist for residents within most areas of the Town and additional land for development has been 
identified within the ET area of the City for new business development. 

6.1  Local Agriculture Practices 

Exclusive Agriculture
� Table A7:
 wnhtinioniitcpur
ircu
lu e Ag lt e Par at e ToisvExc
Zoning is a type of zoning 
linked to the Farmland 
Preservation program that 
enables farmers to be 
eligible for Farmland 
Preservation tax credits. 
To be eligible for the 
program, Sauk County 
adopted an Agricultural 
Preservation Plan in 1979, 
and Exclusive Agricultural 
zoning in 1985.  Exclusive 
Ag Zoning is designed to 
preserve agricultural lands. 
It allows land to be zoned 
for agricultural purposes 

Exclusive Agriculture Zoning Certification 

Reedsburg Number of 
Certificates 

Acres of 
Exclusive Ag 
Participating 
and Certified 

Percent Change 
in Acreage Per 

Year 

Average Farm 
Size 

1989 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

1990 34 5,075.23 149.27 

1991 31 4,875.38 -3.94% 157.27 

1992 33 5,184.72 6.34% 157.11 

1993 31 4,935.63 -4.80% 159.21 

1994 36 4,990.43 1.11% 138.62 

1995 31 4,996.44 0.12% 161.18 

1996 27 4,682.63 -6.28% 173.43 

1997 32 5,438.57 16.14% 169.23 

1998 34 5,753.88 5.80% 169.23 

1999 31 4,783.79 -16.86% 154.32 

2000 34 4,902.62 2.48% 144.19 

2001 44 5,933.49 21.03% 134.85 

2002 48 6,198.92 4.47% 131.89 

only, sets a minimum lot size Source: SaukCountyPlanning and Zoning 

(35 acres in Sauk County) and 
states that modifications to the zoning or the use of land designated exclusive agriculture can 
only occur for uses compatible with agriculture.  Between 1990-2002, the number of Exclusive 
Agriculture Zoning Certificates in the Town of Reedsburg has ranged from 27 to 48.   However, 
since 1999 the number of certificates has increased each year, with 2001 and 2002 recording the 
highest numbers of certificates ever: 44 certificates were administered in 2001 for a total of 5, 
933.49 acres and 48 certificates were adminstered in 2002 for a total of 6,198.92 acres. 

Agricultural Suitability Classifications 

Soil suitability is a key factor in determining the best and most cost-effective locations and 
methods for agricultural practices.It is also important when considering the development 
potential and type in certain areas.  The USDA-NRCS categorizes soils according to their 
suitability for producing food, feed, fiber, forage, and oilseed crops.  Their classification analyzes 
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the limitations of the soil, Table A8,Soil Classification,TownofReedsburg
�
the ease bywhich it is 
damaged,and its response 
to treatment bylooking at 
types of soils,slopes, 
drainage,erosion,depth to 
bedrock,depth to water 
table,and various other 
factors.In general the 
fewer limitations a soil has, 
the more suitable it is. 

Town of Reedsburg Land Capability Classification 

Soil Class Acres Percent of Total Land Area 

Class I 308.79 1.34% 

Class II 4,706.93 20.42% 

Class III 5,446.66 23.62% 

Class IV 3,811.83 16.53% 

Class V 0.00 0.00% 

Class VI 4,079.05 17.69% 

Class VII 231.81 1.01% 

Class VIII 1,206.57 5.23% 

Total 19,791.64 85.85% 
Acreage in City of 

Reedsburg 3,263.30 14.15% 

Total acreage in 
Reedsburg 23,054.94 100.00% 

Source: SaukCountyPlanning and Zoning 

The Land CapabilityClassification 
Map (Map 6-1)located at the end of 
the Chapter,identifies the soils 
within the Town of Reedsburg.Of 
the approximately23,000acres in 
the Township,over 3000acres lie 
within the Cityof Reedsburg. 
Approximately45.38% of the soils 
in the Town of Reedsburg are Class 
I,II,or IIIsoils.These are 
considered prime farmland soils. 
Only 1.34% of the soils or  308.79 
acres are Class Isoils.These soils 
have few limitations. 20.42% or 
4706.93acres are Class IIsoils.This 

soil class has some limitations such as wetness,erosion,or ariditythat require conservation 
practices and cultivation with a few simple precautions.23.62% or 5,446.66acres are Class III 
soils.Theyalso require conservation practices and can be cultivated safelywith a few special 
precautions. 

34.23% of the soils in the Town of Reedsburg are Class IV,V or VIsoils.  16.53% or 3,811.83 
acres are Class IV soils.These soils have more severe limitions that require careful management. 
There are no Class V soils in the Town of Reedsburg. 17.69% or 4,079.05acres are Class VI 
soils.These soils have limitations that make them generallyunsuited for cultivation and limit 
their use to pasture,woodland or wildlife. 

Only6.24% of soils in the Town of Reedsburg are Class VIIand VIIIsoils.  1.01% or  231.81 
acres are Class VIIsoils,which have verysevere limitations that restrict their use to pasture, 
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woodland and wildlife. 5.23% or  1,206.57acres are Class VIIIsoils with verysevere limitations 
that restrict their use to recreation and wildlife. 

Additional information will be discussed regarding types of soils prevalent in the Town of 
Reedsburg and restrictions due to surface water features and/or significant slopes. 

6.2 Alternative Agriculture Economic 
Opportunities 

As technological advances continue to find their way 
into farming,agriculture will continue to experience 
change in years to come.At this point it is hard to 
determine if that trend will mean more farms with less 
acreage and greater efficiencyor less farms with more 
acreage as the market becomes too competitive for 
marginal farms. 

Country Bumpkin Farm Market 

Despite the changes in the number of farmers,farm productivityhas increased.According to a 
recent studycompleted in August,2001bythe Universityof W isconsin-Madison entitled 
“W isconsin CountyAgricultural Trends in the 1990’s”,SaukCountyremains one of the State’s 
leaders in terms of agricultural production and revenue generated.Changes in technology, 
machineryand agricultural practices have resulted in the indusrybecoming more efficient.In 
addition,it is more common for farms to concentrate their efforts on a certain niche in the 
market or to ‘specialize.’One component of this trend towards specialization is the cultivation 
of non-traditional types of food and fiber.These factors,coupled with the opportunityfor 
direct marketing and exclusive contracting have produced positive results for the industry. 
These findings could provide insight into how to preserve and successfullymanage existing farm 
operations. 

Due to the relativelystagnant 
agricultural market for the past 20 
years and rising health care costs, 
farm families have had to lookfor 
alternative sources of income to 
sustain their operations. 
Traditionally,this meant that one or 
both of the parents of a farm 
operation looked for outside 
employment opportunites to support 
the familyfarm operation.Recently, 
more and more families are 
identifying ways to seekalternative sources of income without having to leave the farm.Niche 
market farming,direct sales marketing,agri-tourism/bed and breakfast establishments, 
flower/landscape nurseries,organic farming,orchards,recreational opportunities (i.e.corn 
maze),ag-related cottage industries,and game farm operations are just some examples of ag-
related income opportunities that exist at the farmstead.In addition,some farms have been 
successful byconcentrating on a specific agricultural product,as mentioned above.The Sauk 
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County UW  Extension office recently published “Sauk County Farm Connect Guide,2003”. 
This guide lists area farmers who directly market their products and/or provide consumers an 
opportunity to learn firsthand about agriculture today. 

6.3  Federal, State and Local Programs and Resources 

There are numerous programs and resources available through federal, state and local agencies 
that can provide assistance to farmers to help ensure agricultural sustainability.  These programs 
should not be looked at individually as a possible solution to ensure the viability of agriculture, 
but rather viewed as small components of the collective system aimed at preserving the 
production of food and fiber and our resources in the United States. 

• Federal Programs and Resources 
Below are some examples of federal programs and resources, administered by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA), that can provide assistance to farm operators in the 
Town of Reedsburg.  The Farm Service Agency (FSA) and the Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (NRCS) are agencies within the USDA that provide consultation 
and local administration of these programs and resources within Sauk County.In 
addition, these agencies also provide technical assistance and staffing to develop farm 
conservation plans and other management tools. 

Farmland Protection Program (FPP)– provides cost-share funds for state and local 
farmland protection programs. 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) – pays farmers to take highly erodible land out 
of production for 10 to 15 years. 

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) – enhances CRP by 
authorizing higher payments for environmentally sensitive land. 

W etlands Reserve Program (W RP)– Restores drained wetlands and protects them 
with permanent or 30-year easements. 

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)– provides cost-sharing funding 
for conservation practices. 

W ildlife Habitat Incentives Program (W HIP)– provides financial assistance to 
landowners looking to restore wildlife habitats. 

• State and Local Programs and Resources 
In addition to federal programs, several state and local programs and resources are 
availabe to aid in the sustainability of agricultural operations in the Town of Reedsburg. 
These programs are supported by agencies like the W isconsin Department of 
Commerce, Department of ‘agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) and 
local organizations like the Sauk County Development Corporation and the Sauk Connty 
Department of Land Conservation.  A few examples of these programs resources 
include: 
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Farmland Preservation Program  - providing tax credits to farms of 35 acres or more 
in areas zoned Exclusive Agriculture, with an income not less than $6,000 for each of 
the last 3 years, and operations are in compliance with county soil and water 
conservation programs (Farmland Preservation Agreement Fact Sheet, drafted by 
DATCP 4/98). 

W isconsin’s Use Value Tax System – provides tax relief to agricultural land owners 
by assessing the property on its value in terms of crop production and agricultural 
market prices, not current real estate market trends or non-farm development potential. 

Ag Zone – A new agricultural economic development initiative in the State of 
W isconisn, the Ag Zone program provides tax credits to farm operators and business 
owners who make new investments in agricultural operations.  These tax incentives are 
offered for three basic categories of investment including: job creation, environmental 
remediation, or capital investments in technology/new equipment.  This program is 
administered by the W isconsin Department of Commerce. 

6.4  Agricultural Objectives and Policies 

This comprehensive plan seeks to guide decision-making regarding the preservation of 
agricultural resources and land use in the Town of Reedsburg.  As a result, the following 
objectives and policies have been developed by the residents of the Town of Reedsburg to meet 
present challenges and plan for the future: 

Agriculture Resources Objectives: 

ARO-1Preserve and protect the natural agricultural quality of the township by maintaining 
family farms for future generations. 

ARO-2Protect prime agricultural areas by encouraging housing to locate in areas that are not 
conducive to productive agricultural operations. 

ARO-3Encourage the development of alternative agricultural businesses, cottage industries and 
ag-tourism so as to improve the economic position of agriculture in the Town. 

ARO-4Encourage ecologically sound agricultural practices. 
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ARO-5Discourage factory farming.
�

ARO-6Utilize farm products and farm waste products for energy production.
�

Agriculture Policies:
�

The TownShall: 

ARP-1 Promote agriculture that is locally owned and operated. 

ARP-2 Develop a special permitting and public hearing process to farms larger than 500 animal 
units. 

ARP-3 Develop a land assessment process that protects prime agricultural land, wetlands, 
contiguous woodlands over 40 acres and prime wildlife habitat from residential development. 

ARP-4 Encourage cottage industries that are consistent with the agricultural context of the 
town. 

ARP-5 Promote agriculture by advertising farms in the town that are willing to host tours to 
educate the public about the importance of agriculture; offer incentives to the farms 
participating in the program. 

ARP-6 For purposes of rural aesthetics and pest management encourage crop rotations and 
crop variety. 

ARP-7 Create a town committee to educate landowners about using environmentally friendly 
farm practices and notify landowners if environmental improvements and alternative practices 
are needed on their property. 

ARP-8 Encourage the use of “manure digesters” to help reduce odor. 

ARP-9 Explore cooperative opportunities for direct marketing to increase the income potential 
for the Town’s agricultural operations. 

ARP-10 Guide the location of future development away from prime agricultural lands and 
established agricultural operations as illustrated on the official proposed land use map. 
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sponsoredbytheSaukCountyLandConservationDepartment,which continuesuntil 
2004.TheSaukCountyHealth CareCenterdischargestoatributaryofNarrowsCreek. 
HayCreek– HayCreekisaspringandseepagefedstream thatflowstotheReedsburg 
Millpond.ThecreekisconsideredaClassIItroutstream forthelower5.7miles.The 
upstream portionistoosmalltosupportatroutfishery.Thestream isimpactedby 
nonpointsourcesofpollution.Surveysconductedin1998foundwaterqualitytobe 
poorforwarm waterspeciesandfairforcoldwaterspecies. 

Groundwater 

ZonesofContribution- Groundwaterisfoundatvariousdepths,dependingonthe 
generaltopography,thedistanceabovethepermanentstream levelandthecharacterof 
theunderlyingrockformation.TheTownofReedsburgdrawswaterfrom the 
Cambriansandstoneaquiferthatdominatestheregion.Map 7-2,EnvironmentallySensitive 
AreasshowsthatmostgroundwaterintheTownandCityofReedsburgisobtainedfrom 
fourdifferentsources.TheMap 7-2 alsoillustrateshow thezonesofcontribution 
feedingthesesourceswillexpandoverthenext100 years.Thezonesofcontributionfor 
theCitystretch intotheTown.Itisnecessarytounderstandhow thesezonesof 
contributionexpandsothatitispossibletoplanfortheirpreservation.W ellhead 
protectionisapreventiveprogram thatexistsdesignedtoprotectpublic watersupply 
wells.Thegoalofwellheadprotectionistopreventcontaminantsfrom enteringpublic 
watersupplywellsbymanagingthelandthatcontributeswatertothewells.Such a 
program doesnotexistinSaukCounty,however,each individualcommunitycantake 
measurestoensurethegoodwaterqualityofthezonesofcontributionthrough 
regulationsontypesofdevelopmentpermitted. 

W aterQuality– 
Ingeneral,water 
qualityintheTown 
ofReedsburgis 
good.However,in 
thesandysoilsof 
thenortheast 
cornerofthe 
Town,higherthan 
normallevelsof 
nitrateshavebeen 
discovered. 

DepthtoBedrock- Depth tobedrockcanbecomeaplanninganddevelopmentissue 
whensoilelementsabovebedrockarelessthan10 feetdeep.Thismeansthattheremay 
betoolittlesoiltoconstructfoundationsorputinseptic systems.Thedepth tobedrock 
intheTownofReedsburgis25to150 feetinareasurroundingNarrowsCreek,the 
BarabooRiverandBabb’sCreek.Inotherareasthedepth tobedrockis0-25feet. 
Therefore,therecouldbesomedevelopmentissuesintheTownduetodepth of 
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referredtoasenvironmentallysensitiveareasduetoavarietyofreasons,includingmost

importantlyerosio
n.Map 7-2
  Areitveiens asidentifiesthesteepslopeswithinthe
En me allyS
TownofReedsburg.Asyoucanseebythemap,theseslopestendtoliesouth oftheBaraboo 
Riverandprimarilynorth oftheNarrowsCreekcorridor.Theseslopesareunglaciated 
remnantsand,asaresult,theTown’stopographyisdramatic anddiverse,creatingnatural 
limitationstodevelopmentbytheexpandingCityofReedsburg.Theseslopesaregenerally 
characterizedbytheirNordenandElevaSoils(includingrockoutcrops)andLa-Fargesiltloams 
with thepotentialforexposeddolomiteorsandstoneoutcropsalongridgetops.The 
significanceoftheslopesintheTownofReedsburgareduetotheirinclusionaspartofthe 

tnivron

we
ste
 tionofthenorthernreachesoftheBa oRa .TheBarangebra o booRangeisa
rnpor

regionallyandnationallysignificantancientmountainrangecontainingoneofthelargerst 
uplandhardwoodforestsintheupperMidwest.Italsoischaracterizedbyvaryingclimatic 
conditionsandmicro-habitatsthatsupporta widevarietyofuniquefloraandfaunaaswellas 
somecertainendangeredspecies.Atlastcount,twenty-eightdifferenttypesofforests,wetlands 
andprairieshavebeenidentifiedintheRange,providinghabitatfor23federalorstatelisted 
threatenedorendangeredspecies.Theprimaryreasonfortheseecologiesflourishingwithinthe 
rangehasbeentheirprotectionfrom developmentinthepastduetoshallow bedrockconditions 
which havegreatlyrestrictedagriculturalpracticesaswellasthelocationofresidential 
development. 

7.2 En dSp

TheDepartmentofNaturalResources,BureauofEndangeredResources,hasidentifiedaquatic 
andterrestrialoccurencesofrareanimalandplantspeciesaswellasnaturalcommunities 

iecesdangere

ytnivronthroughttheTownofReedsburg.ThegeneralareasarenotedonMap 7-2 En me all
 AreitveS iens as.TheseareasincludelandsborderingNarrowsCreek,thesouthwestcornerofthe


Town,thewetlandsareasnorth oftheBarabooRiverinthecentraleastoftheTown,and 
anothersectionoftheBarabooRiverandlandtoitssouthwestneartheCity.Theactualspecies 
nameandlocationarenotprovidedinanefforttoprotectthem.On-siteinspectionsoflands 
goingthrough achange-of-useareneededtodetermineifanaspeciesdoesliveinaparticular 
area. 

aces 

rs

e

’

7.3 Op nSp

CadysM a h– OccursinpartoftheNW  ½ ofSection13,T12N,R4E intheTownof

Reedsburg,SaukCounty.Moreparticularly,this80 acresofDNR landislocatedinthe 
southwestcorneroftheGolfCourseRoadandHwy.K Junction.Itischaracterizedasa 
wetlandcomplexofsedgemeadow,cattailmarsh,andshrub-carrwith patchesofwet-mesic to 
mesic prairie.ThesetypesofcommunitiesareuncommonintheDriftlessAreaofthestate. 
Thissiteisborderedbyditchedagriculturalland,anairport,andarailroadright-of-way.This 
naturalareawasidentifiedontheDNR’s1992PriorityProtectionSitelist.anareaofdryand 
Mesic prairie,sedgemeadow,marsh andwoodsthicket. 

n– A 100 acrehighlyscenic privately-ownedlandarea.Itischaracterizedbya
nyodcalW i tCa
deep,moderatelywidegorgecutbyatributaryoftheNarrowsCreek.Quartziteandquartzite 
conglomerateareexposedinthegorgesides.Thevalleyflooriswoodedwith yellow birch, 
sugarmaple,elm andbasswood.W hitepinegrowsonthesteepslopesandcliffs. 
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OakFo tres – 160 acreprivately-ownedparcelforestedpredominantlybyredoaks
.


TheCiyofRe
residents.TheseincludeAnnaStonePark,CityPark,North Park,HuntingtonPark,OakPark, 
RamseyPark,W illow Park,W ebbPark,NishanPark,South Park,ThePoppleNatureArea,The 
Smith Conservancy,ErnstmeyerPark,HayCreekPark,andthe400 StateTrail. 

d be s urgt - hasmanyopenspacesandparksthatareaccessiblebytheTown’s


7.4 M i lResourcesnera

Currently,theTownofReedsburg 
hastwomineralextractionsitesthat 
arepermittedforexcavation.The 
firstsite,operatedbyRayZobeland 
SonsInc.since1991,islocatedin 
section19inthesouthwestpartof 
thetown.Thetypesofactivities 
presentinthequarryinclude- topsoil 
andclayextraction,aswellas 
blastingandcrushinglimestoneinto 
variousproducts.Thequarry 
crushesabout80,000 tonsof 
limestonematerialseach year.These 
activitieswereapprovedthrough themeansofa5yearspecialexceptionpermitgrantedbythe 
SaukCountyBoardofAdjustmentin2000.Thereclaimationplanthatmeetstherequirementof 
W isconsinAdministrativeCodeNR-135wassubmittedtotheSaukCountyPlanningand 
ZoningDepartmentandapprovedin2003.Theplanstatedthatcurrentlytherewere24acres 
disturbedinthequarryand16moreacreswillbeminedinthenext15years.6acresofthe 
quarryhavealreadybeenreclaimedandapprovedbyPlanningandZoning.Oncompletionof 
miningactivity,thereclaimationplanstatestheverticalwallswillbestabilizedanda3:1slope 
willbepositionedagainsttheverticalwalltominimizethehazardsofthesteephigh wall. 
Appropriateerosioncontrolmeasureswillbeperformed,thesemightincludeaddingaretention 
pondtocontrolerosionnearBabbCreek.Additionalsafetyfeaturessuch as- a3strandbarbed 
wirefence,addedbouldersandapermanentvegetatedberm willbeaddedtodetertresspassing. 
Lastly,overburdenmaterialswillbespreadoverthefloorofthemineandappropriateseeding 
willbeaddedtomakethereclaimedareasuitableforthepastureuse.Allexistingvegetation 
surroundingtheminewillremaintoscreentheminefrom theroad. 

TheothersitepermittedformineralextractionisoperatedbySaukCounty,locatedontheSauk 
CountyFarm inSection33.Thissitewaspermittedforoperationbythemeansofa5year 
specialexceptionpermitin1996,andsubsequentlyrenewedin2001,bytheSaukCountyBoard 
ofAdjustment.Sinceinitialapproval,60,000 cubic yardsofclaysoilshavebeenextractedform 
theborrow siteforuseinlandfilllinerconstructionandclosureattheSaukCountyLandfillin 
theTownofExcelsior.Theneedforadditionalclayvolumestoclosethelandfillhascurrently 
diminishedduetotheSaukCountyLandfillnearingmaximum capacityin2005.Presently, 
mineralextractionactivitiesfrom thecountyFarm sitehavestopped,buttopreservefuture 
optionsavailibletothecounty,thesitewillremaininactivebutpermittedtocontunueoperation 
whenneeded.A reclaimationplanthatmeetstherequirementsofW isconsinAdministrative 
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CodeNR-135wassubmittedtotheSaukCountyPlanningandZoningDepartmentand 
approvedin2003.Accordingtothereclaimationplan,approximately4acreshavebeen 
disturbedonthesite,with thepotentialofanadditional8acrestobeminedinthefuture.Upon 
completionofclayextractionavtivities,gradingwillbeperformedtocreateproperdrainageand 
slopeswillnotexceeda3:1ratio.Thesitewillfinallybeseededforuseasapublic “green 
space”. 

ThebestpotentialforfuturemineralresourcesmaybefoundintheOneotaformation,which 
consistsofPrairieduChiendolomitebedsthatcaptheridgetopsinthesouthwesternpartof 
thetown.Allnew mineralextractionactivitiesaresubjecttoapprovalbythetown,aswellas 
mineralextractionandreclaimationrequirementssetbySaukCountyandtheStateof 
W isconsin. 

7.5 Ot rSi tFe sa dRe

locatedapproximatelyonemilesouth oftheCityofReedsburgalongoneoftheridgesofthe 
northerportionoftheBarabooRange.Thewayside,whileoriginallydevelopedasarestareafor 
travelersonSTH 23,hasbecomeknowntomanyresidentsintheTownasa‘look-out’pointor 
scenic viewingandparkarea.Recently,theW isDOTdeterminedthatduetofundingshortfalls, 
itcouldnolongerkeepthewaysideopentothepublic.TheSaukCountyHighwayDepartment 

sourcesn

wasapproachedregardingthepossibilityoftheCountytakingoveroperationandmaintenance 
ofthewayside,which theyagreetodoearlyin2004. 

taureican
f
ign
he

tta
S
 eHighway23W a deiys – TheSta
teHighway23W aysideisasmallpark-likewaysid
earea


:sources7.6 Cul  a dHi lReitsorcan
ltura


Ceme iteres 

tearymleCo Ce
Road,betweenSTH 136andGolfCourse 
Road,lyingroughly1.5milessouth ofSTH 
33. Itistheonlycemetarylocatedinthe 
TownofReedsburg. 

– islocatedonJunction


t tneresitnitsorcanlturahe

i flt nt ntaco e so gse wno e sugwa nu

Ot rCul  a dHi lPo sofI

TheReedsburgAreaishosttomanyCulturalandHistoricalResoucesincludingPioneerLog 
VillageandMuseum,Museum ofNormanRockwellArt,theHarvestFest,theButterFestival, 
andtheCommunicationArtsandLearningCenter.TherearenumerousbuildingsintheCity 
thatarelistedontheStateand/orNationalHistoric Registeraswell.A search forproperties 

n in do heHitrc Reitri heTo fRedb r su sccessu. 
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ll:haSh Te ownT

NRCO-13 Ensurethatthearea’snaturalbeautyanditswater,airandlandresources
 areadequatelyprotectedthrough propersolidwasteandsanitarywaste
 management. 

NaturalResourcesPolicies: 

NRCP-1 Establish anArchitecturalReview Boardtocreatedevelopmentguidelines
 similartotheLowerW isconsinRiverwayguidelinespertainingtodevelopmentalong
 theBarabooRiverandencouragepublic-recreationadditionssuch aspicnic areasand
 canoelandings.Atsuch timewhendevelopmentguidelinesaredefined,includethem as
 anaddendum tothispolicy. 

NRCP-2 Encouragelandownerstoparticipateinprogramsthatprotectandrestore
 stream bankslikeCREPandotherwaterresourcemanagementprograms. 

NRCP-3 Enhancewildlifehabitatbyencouraginglandownerstodevelopwildlife
 sanctuaries,windbreaks,fencerow vegetation;also,plantsmallfoodplotsadequatefor
 sustainabilityandeffectivelymanagenuisancewildlife. 

NRCP-4 Minimizetheuseoflightingonbillboards,signsandtelecommunicationtowers.
 Alllightfixtureshouldbeshieldedand/ordirecteddownwardtoeliminateglareand
 otherlightpollution. 

NRCP-5 W orktodevelopscenic roadsandbikeroutes;recommendpostingsignsand
 creatingamaptopromotethesescenic areasandtowarndriversthattheseroutesmay
 beusedbybicyclists. 

NRCP-6 MinimizethedevelopmentanduseofsnowmobileandATV trails. 

NRCP-7 Createscenic waysidesandrestareasforbicycleandcartourists. 

NRCP-8 Limitsecondpassmowingofroadrightofwaysuntilfalltopreservenative
 plants.Singlepassmowing(roadshouldersonly)isapprovedanytimeasneeded. 

NRCP-9 Establish anArchitecturalReview Boardtopromoteattractivelysited
 developmentthatblendsintothenaturallandscape. 

NRCP-10 Establish anArchitecturalReview Boardtodevelopguidelinesthataddressthe
 sizeandplacementofbillboardstoensuresafetyandenhancethenaturalbeautyofthe
 area.Atsuch timewhenbillboardguidelinesaredefined,includethem asanaddendum
 tothispolicy. 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Seven: Natural, Cultural and Community Resources 

NRCP-11Support the clean-up and revitalization of the Baraboo River and its tributaries
 to enhance recreationaland tourism opportunities.  This may include application for
 funding from the DNR. 

NRCP-12 W ork with industries and City to reduce the impact industrial development
   has on our air and water quality. 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Eight:Transportation 

Tr ionttanspora

8.1 ExistingTransportationNetworkInventory 

Transportation networks are keycomponents 
of developmentpatterns in northwestern 
SaukCountyand south central W isconsin. 
Effective systems allow people and materials 
to flow productivelyfor employmentand 
marketreasons both locallyand regionally. 
Theyalso provide a firstopportunityfor 
manytourists to view the sceniclandscapes 
and historyof an area.An extensive 
transportation networkinvolving federal, 
state and countyhighways,as well as local 

and private roadwaysystems,services the Town of Reedsburg.Other transportation facilities 
thatlie within or are nearbyinclude rail,air,and bicycle/recreational trail systems.This section 
describes the existing transportation facilities in the Town and examines their respective 
conditions.Map 8-1Existing Transportation Systems shows existing transportation facilities 
and their classifications. 

Fu lCl

Vehicle travel is a major mode of transportation in the Town of Reedsburg.Therefore,itis 
importantto understand whattypes of roadways serve this significantcar travel.The Federal 
HighwayAdministration established the National Functional Classification system to classify 
roads based on their abilityto provide for the greatestmobilityor access to property.Functional 

classifications of roadways playan important 
role in obtaining federal funds for roadway 
projects and in understanding how land use 
decisions mayimpactexisting transportation 

iona

infrastructure.The transportation networkis 

tnc

integrallytied to land use.Changes in land use 
can affecttrafficvolume and circulation 
patterns.In addition,itcan also change the 
functional classification,and perhaps 
ownership,of roadways.Itis importantto 
create an inventoryof The Town of 

Reedsburg’s roads so thatfuture impacts can be better understood.The Town’s Roads can be 
classified into five major categories defined bythe W isconsin Departmentof Transportation: 

Arterials  are characterized byHigh trafficflow and volume.Their primarytaskis to efficiently 
channel trafficthrough an area.Principal arterials serve interstate and interregional trips,while 
minor arterials provide intra-regional and inter-area flows. 

ysnofRo wadaioi tcafiass
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Eight:Transportation 

Collectors handle moderate vehicle flow and volume.  They gather traffic from local roads and 
funnel it to arterial roads,they serve as the major means of entering and exiting residential, 
commercial and industrial areas.  Depending on how many cars a collector handles, it is 
classified as major or minor. 

Local roads primarily serve as means of access.  Traffic volumes are low and through traffic is 
minimal. 

Town of Reedsburg Roadway Classification Inventory 

Road Classification Description 

I-90/94 
Regional Interstate Roadway 

Principal Arterial 

Located 13 miles from the Town of Reedsburg, Interstate 90/94 serves as a regional controlled-access facility 
within Wisconsin, connection Minneapolis and LaCross with Milwaukee and Chicago. It is considered a Backbone 

route, according to the Corridors 20/20 Plan, connecting major population and economic centers. 

US Highway 12 
Regional Interstate Roadway 

Principal Arterial 

Located 13 miles from the Town of Reedsburg, Highway 12 serves as a principal north-south arterial, connecting 
Wisconsin Dells with Dane County and carrying a large volume of both local and through traffic. In Sauk County, 
in 2000, traffic volumes were generally 15,000 to 18,000 vehicles per day north of Baraboo and 8,000 to 12,000 
vehicles per day south of Baraboo 

State Hwy. 23 
Regional State Roadway 

Principal Arterial 

State Highway 23 traverses the Town Reedsburg from south to north and then connects in the City of Reedsburg 
to State Highway 33. It is part of a tourism corridor from Spring Green to the Wisconsin Dells. It links the villages 
of Spring Green, Plain and Loganville, and the City of Reedsburg. From the City of Reedsburg, it follows State 
Highway 33 to the east and then branches off toward the Lake Delton area where it intersects I 90/94. The most 
current six-year highway improvement plan developed by WisDOT District#1, outlines major improvement projects 
for the Reedsburg area. During 2004, the highway from Lime Ridge Road to State Highway 33, and from 
Loganville to Reedsburg the pavement will be recycled, the road resurfaced and the Narrows Creek Bridge will be 
replaced. 

State Hwy. 154 
Regional State Roadway 

Minor Arterial 

State Highway 154, an east-west route coming from Rock Springs, cuts across the lower southeast corner of the 
Town. It merges with State Highway 23 within the Town of Reedsburg and follows it south. It branches off again 
in Loganville towards Hillpoint. 

State Hwy. 136 
Regional State Roadway 

Minor Arterial 

State Highway 136, a east-west route coming from Baraboo via Rock Springs to the east side of the City of 
Reedsburg. It cuts across the most eastern edge of the Town of Reedsburg and ends at STH 33 just east of Golf 
Course Road. 

State Hwy. 33 
Regional State Roadway 

Principal Arterial 

State Highway 33 is a major east-west route connecting the Cities of Reedsburg and Baraboo. It intersects State 
Highway 12 to the east of the Town of Reedsburg, near the City of Baraboo. In the past 20 years, traffic volumes 
on this arterial highway have increased 149% near its intersection with Highway 12. The most current six-year 
highway improvement plan, developed by WisDOT District#1, outlines major improvement projects for Highway 
33, all of which are north of the Reedsburg area. 

County Highways H 
and K (north) 

Regional Intrastate Roadways 
Minor Arterials 

County Highways H and K branch north from the City of Reedsburg through the Town towards I-94. The portion 
of County Highway K from the City of Reedsburg to Theiman Hill Road was resurfaced in 2002 and the portion 
from the City Limits on towards Juneau County is scheduled to be resurfaced in 2008. 

County Highways 
S, CH, V, K (west) 

Regional Intrastate Roadways 
Collectors 

County Highway S enters the southwest corner of the Town and runs west/east, connecting to State Highway 23. 
County Highway CH connects State Highway 154 to State Highway 23 in the southern portion of the Town of 
Reedsburg. County Highway K (west) runs from west to east through the western portion of the Town and into the 
City of Reedsburg. 

Golf Course Road, 
Reedsburg Road 

Local Roads 
Collectors 

Golf Course Road and Reedsburg Road are two of the most heavily used roads in the Town of Reedsburg. Golf 
Course Road runs north/south and provides a short-cut for motorists between STH 23 as well as STH 154 and 
the east side of the City of Reedsburg/STH 33. Reedsburg Road, officially named East Reedsburg Road in the 
Town of Reedsburg, runs parallel to STH 33 between the City of Reedsburg and USH 12, intersecting with STH 
23 along the way. 

Herritz Road, 
Theiman Hill Road, Herritz Road runs east-west and connects STH 23 with CTH K in the Town of Ironton. Thieman Hill Road runs 

South Dewey Ave, Local Roads north-south and connects CTH S with CTH K. Ski Hill Road runs east-west near the southern edge if the City of 
Reedsburg and connects Old Loganville Road to Golfcourse Road and South Dewey Avenue runs north-south 

Skihill Road, Old into the City of Reedsburg from Ski Hill Road). 
Loganville Road 

SaukCountyDepartmentof Planning and Zoning 97 11/09/04 



                                                                    

              

 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
   

 

 
 

   

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Eight:Transportation 

2  Ai

Re gM u lAi trporiincpad be s ur

trpors8.

The Town of Reedsburg has access to 
the Reedsburg Municipal Airport.This 
airporthas paved and lighted runways of 
4,900and 2,650feetin length.Itis 
designated as a “Transport/Corporate” 
airportfacilityintended to serve 
corporate jets,small passenger and cargo 
jetaircraftused in regional service and 
small airplanes used in commuter air 
service.The Reedsburg Cab Service 
provides drop-off and pick-up service for 
the airport. 

Ba /DellsM u lAi trpor 

trpor 

iincpa

The Baraboo Dells Municipal Airportis loc ed about13miles awayfrom the Town ofat
Reedsburg near the int ion of Highway33and USHighway12  I offers small passengert tersec .
and freightservic  Itis jointlyowned and managed bythe Cities of Baraboo and W isconsine.
Dells,he Village of Lake Delt  and the Town of Delt  I he terminalt mprovements to ton, on.
building and hangars were rec lycompleted with additional expansion planned for the futent ure. 
The airportis equipped with paved and lighted runways suitable for rec ional and smallreat
business aircraft I also offers privatelyowned hangars on sit  hangar lots for lease, doort  oute,.
airplane parking and airplane maint e facilities.enanc

Da eCo yRegi lAionatun

bra oo

n

The Dane CountyRegional Airportprovides larger air carrier and passenger services,which is 
home to 9commercial airlines.Itis approximately55miles awayfrom the Cityof Reedsburg,in 

l 

the Cityof Madison. 

Rai83.

W isconsin Southern Railway,a contractor of the Union PacificRailway,serves the Town of 
Reedsburg.Ithas a line thatconnects the cities of Reedsburg,Baraboo and Madison,crossing 
the W isconsin River atthe Village of Merrimac.This line is a class 2line rated for 25mph 
service.Amtrakin nearbyW isconsin Dells on the Canadian PacificRailwayprovides passenger 
rail service for the area. 

lsiaionatcrea

ionatcrea

n
lcyc


tta

8.4  Bi ea dRe lTr

400S eRe lTr lia

The 400State Recreational Trail,which 
begins in downtown Reedsburg,stretches for 
22miles along the Baraboo River between 
Reedsburg and Elroy.The Trail is partof a 
117-mile trail system thatincludes the Elroy 

SaukCountyDepartmentof Planning and Zoning 98 11/09/04 



                                                                    

              

 
 
 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
   

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

  
 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Eight:Transportation 

Sparta Trail,the La-Crosse River Trail, and the Great River Trail in westcentral W isconsin.  The 
400 Trail was built on an abandoned railroad grade with packed limestone screenings and 
planked surface bridges.  This trail is maintained by the W isconsin Department of Natural 
Resources and is managed by the W ildcat Mountain State Park office. 

In 1990,the W isDNR created a management plan for the 400 Trail.  The plan provides 
background information on the trail system; on the goals, annual objectives, and additional 
benefits of the trail; provides recommended management (including vegetation, wildlife, and 
fisheries); and a development program. 

Upcoming projects for the 400 trail include road maintenance,the Reedsburg Depot grounds 
(2003-2005), drainage improvements at STH 33(2003-2005), fencing (2005-2007),Strawbridge 
security lights (2005-2007) and ditching (2005-2007). 

  El  Di bld or Ve n Tr ionttansporateraesa,
d lery
85.

defines its servic he area within the Reedsburg S hool Distric  however, it will make area as t tc e,

ians

Sauk County offers several specialized transportation assistance programs for the elderly, 
disabled or veterans within the Town of Reedsburg. 

Elderly and disabled persons who are unable to transport themselves and who do not have 

are also encouraged to call. 

Veterans in need of transportation assistance to a Veteran’s Hospital or Clinics should contact 
the Veterans Service Office at 608-355-3260. 

family members of friends to drive them c ake advantage of the Volunteer Driver Program an t
by c ing the Sauk County Commission on Aging at 608-355-3289  This service is provided ont tac .
for medical, ritional and personal business reasons.Individuals who are available for driving  nut

Reedsburg Cab Servic  loc ed in the City of Reedsburg,offers disabled and elderly servic  Iat te, e.

t 

pick-ups outside of this area.It is available for general transportation needs and it provides 
transportation to and from the Reedsburg Municipal Airport. 

he  Ot r Tr86.

iervcesiottansporaTr n S

The Reedsburg Cab Service is a for-profit taxi company that primarily services the area within 
the Reedsburg School District boundaries.  This service is contracted by the City, which receives 
State and Federal assistance for a shared ride taxi-system.  According to the City of Reedsburg 
2002 Comprehensive Plan,the shared-ride taxi-system provided service to approximately 124 
people a day for a total of almost 45,000 miles in 2000.  There is no other intra-community 
transportation service available in the Reedsburg area.  However,the Reedsburg area is also 
provided bus service via the Greyhound Lines bus terminal just 15 miles away in the City of 
W isconsin Dells, which offers daily runs between the Twin Cities and Milwaukee or Chicago.In 
addition to this bus service, passenger rail service is also provided via a terminal in the City of 
W isconsin Dells by Amtrak.  The Amtrak service runs on the Canadian Pacific rail line that runs 
between the City of Milwaukee and the Twin Cities with daily service running east and west. 
The W isconsin Department of Transportation is currently working with other state 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Eight:Transportation 

transportation agencies, Amtrak and the Federal Railroad Administration on expanding this 
high-speed rail service throughout the midwest to provide greater high-speed mobility. 

Tr kinguc

Trucking service is accommodated through the regions transportation network.  There are 
several privately owned trucking operations within the area that meet the needs of the residents. 
Area freight services include LBS Expediting Services, QTI, Skinner Transfer Company, DRM 
Properties, Mindemann Trucking Inc.and Fever River Trucking all in the Reedsburg area. 

W ater 

The major water feature nearest to the Town of Reedsburg is the Baraboo River. However,this 

ans 

river is not a major transportation route.Its main use is for recreational activities. 

  Re w of S  Regi  a d Ot r Appl ble Plicahenlonattae,ive87.

The following is a review of local, state and regional plans and studies relevant to the Town that 
may affect the overall transportation system.  The Town of Reedsburg’s transportation element 
incorporates these plans into the comprehensive plan in varying degrees to ensure an accurate 
reflection of the overall transportation system. 

as a “Corridors 2020 Connecor” rout hat is vital t he economic prosperity of the t e t o t

tta ,bruary

Tr k 21
(November,1995) 

This plan provides a broad planning “umbrella” including an overall vision and goals for 
transportation systems in W isconsin for the next 25 years.  The Plan recognizes USH 12 

State.It also provides grant funding for local governments to develop transportation 
corridor management plans to deal with growth issues, provisions of state funding to 

in

assist small communities with transportation services for the elderly and disabled, and 

lans

iscons

development of a statewide assessment program for local road improvements. 

W i n S n (Fe  20

: A Multimodal Transportation Plan for W isconsin’s 2
1st Century 

ae Highway Pl )00

This plan focuses on the State Trunk Highway routes in W isconsin.  Although the plan 
does not identify specific projects, it does set forth broad strategies and policies to 
improve the State’s highway system.  The plan also includes three main categories of 
emphasis:  pavement and bridge preservation,traffic movement and safety.  USH 12 is 
recognized within the plan as being an important aspect of the overall transportation 
system in W isconsin. 

tunau0020 2-20 6 S k Co

 The Highway Improvement Program for Sauk 
County identifies and prioritizes specific county 
highway improvement projects for the next five 
years.In the Town of Reedsburg,the portion of 
County Highway K from the City of Reedsburg to 
Thieman Hill Road was resurfaced in 2002 and the 

ogramnrovey Highway Imp me t Pr
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Eight:Transportation 

portion from the City Limits on towards Juneau County will is scheduled to be
�
resurfaced in 2008

W i n Bi e Tr

. 

lcyciscons )8991n Pln 2020 (

The W isconsin Bicycle Transportation Plan 2020 sets forth three initiatives for bicycle 
transportation in W isconsin:1) a plan for improving conditions of bicycling,2) 
clarification of W isDOT’s role in bicycle transportation, and 3) establishes policies for 
further integrating bicycling into the current transportation system.  The Department of 
Transportation State Bicycle Plan identifies these Priority Routes in the Town of 
Reedsburg area: STH23, CTH K north of Reedsburg, CTH H northeast of Reedsburg, 
and Old Reedsburg Road east of Reedsburg. 

aiottanspora

W i n Pe n Pol y Pli ac

This is a policy doc hat present ewide and local measure to increase waling ument t s stat
and promote pedestrian safet   The goals of the Plan are to inc he number and rease ty.
improve the quality of walking trips, reduc he number of pedestrian crashes and e t
fatalities, and inc he availability of pedestrian planning and design guidance for rease t

e and local officials and citiz    The key S e obj ive identified in the plan is tstat tat tens. ec o 
work with local governments and other int ed stakeholders to incerest rease 

ommodations for pedestrian travel t he ex icable along and across So t tent pract tatacc e 
highway   There are no recommendations specific to Sauk Counts. y. 

d itesraiscons 0n 2020 (M a h, 20 2) rc

anlveopd be s urTown of Re g De me t Pl bto en (Oc r 1

The Town of Reedsburg Development Plan is primarily a land use plan that was 
developed to satisfy the requirements of the W isconsin Farmland Preservation Law.  The 
purpose of the law is to assist local people who want to preserve farmland, practice soil 
conservation and to provide tax relief to farmers who participate in the program.  As 
such,the current plan tends to focus on agricultural preservation and the siting of 
various other land uses and does not take into account the local or regional 
transportation system.  This is one of the many reasons the Town of Reedsburg has 
decided to move forward with the comprehensive planning process. 

)099

tseiottansporainits

tse

l iays

da

88.  An s of Ex g Tr n Sy ms 

As previously described,the Town of Reedsburg’s regional transportation network is fairly 
extensive.  The Town’s transportation needs are being met when looking individually and 
collectively at all modes of transportation including: auto,truck, rail, air and alternative modes 
including bicycling and mass transit. 

Ro way Sy ms 

Maintenance 

Specifically,the arterial highway transportation system has or continues to experience several 
upgrades to improve the efficiency and safety in recent years.In addition,the Town has a 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Eight:Transportation 

proactive maintenance program in place to maintain and improve all local roads under their 
jurisdiction utilizing several aid programs. 

Chart TR1:RoadwayImprovementProjects 

Roadway Improvement Projects for the Reedsburg Area 
JURISDICTION YEAR ROADWAY LOCATION LENGTH (MILES) PROJECT TYPE 

State 2002 STH 33 
Golfcourse Rd 
to USH 12 9.82 Resurface Pavement 

2002 STH 33 
Viking Dr. to 
Golf Course 0.77 Grade, Base & Surface 

2004 STH 23 
Loganville to 
Reedsburg Rd 6.38 Recycle Pavement 

2004 STH 23 
Narrows 
Creek Bridge Bridge Replacement 

County 2002 CTH K 

Reedsburg 
City limits to 
Thieman Hill 1 Pave 2" surface mat 

2003 CTH F 
CTH K to CTH 
KK 2 

Shoulder work, pulverize 
and pave 4" mat 

2006 CTH S 
STH 23 to 
Lime Ridge 8 Pulverize and Pave 4" mat 

Town 
2003 South Dewey 
2004 
2004 

ImprovementProgram,Cityof Reedsburg 2002Comp Plan,Town of Reedsburg Paser Program,Source:W isDOT,SaukCounty5-yr Highway 

Tr ic V lmaff ou es 

The chartbelow represents the average dailytrafficcounts of the majorityof the regional road 
networks thatserve the Town of Reedsburg.A comparison of the trafficvolumes between 1996 
and 1999has also been included to provide better insightas to how growth in the area has or 
continues to affectthe Town’s auto and trucktransportation systems.As you can see,the 
regional transportation systems in the area have experienced the greatestamountof increase 
during this period of time,butother inner-countyroad networks have also experienced 
significantincreases during this timeframe. 

Chart TR2:AverageDailyTrafficCounts 

Average Daily Traffic Counts 
Town of Reedsburg 

1999 1996 Difference % Change 
USH 12 - (Hwy 33 to I-94) 14,500 10,900 3,600 33.0% 
Hwy 33 East of City 4,200 3,800 400 10.5% 
Hwy 33 West of City 6,200 5,000 1,200 24.0% 
Hwy 23 South of City 3,800 3,700 100 2.7% 
Hwy 154 1,100 1,100 0 0.0% 
CTH H 4,500 3,700 800 21.6% 
CTH K 1,600 1,200 400 33.3% 
CTH S 340 330 10 3.0% 
CTH V 1,000 820 180 22.0% 

Source:W isDOT – 2001W isconsin HighwayTrafficVolume Data 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Eight:Transportation 

Saf C ncerns ety o

Ac t Re s fotporden
ic
TR3:
 r the Town of Re d be s urg 

Traffic Accidents: 2000 2004 

State Road 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Total per highway: 
2000-2004 

Highway 23 S 7 10 7 9 5 38 
Highway 33 W 13 10 8 9 6 46 
Highway 33 E 1 5 2 4 3 15 
Highway 154 2 3 2 6 3 16 
Highway 136 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Total per year 23 28 19 29 17 

County Road 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Total per highway: 
2000-2004 

County Highway V 1 4 3 6 1 15 
County Highway V 1 0 0 0 0 1 

County Highway KW 1 0 0 0 0 1 
County Highway CH 2 0 2 2 1 7 
County Highway H 1 3 1 4 4 13 
County Highway K 0 3 8 2 2 15 
County Highway S 0 2 2 0 2 6 

Total per year 6 12 16 14 10 

Town Road 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Total per highway: 
2000-2004 

Junction 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Golf Course Road S 1 7 5 1 2 16 
Golf Course Road N 4 0 2 3 1 10 

North Reedsburg 2 1 1 2 1 7 
Crosscut Drive N 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Dunse Road 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Ski Hill Road 3 6 8 2 2 21 

Grote Hill Road 1 0 0 2 1 4 
Twin Pine Road 1 1 1 1 0 4 

N Dewey Avenue 1 1 1 0 0 3 
D and W Road 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Old Ironton Road 0 2 0 1 1 4 
Old LaValle Road 0 0 0 1 1 2 

Old Loganville Road 0 1 0 0 2 3 
Herritz Road 0 2 2 0 1 5 

Churchill Road 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Horkan Road 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Giles Road 0 2 0 0 0 2 

Mittlesteadt Road 0 0 1 0 0 1 
Virginia Street 0 0 1 0 0 1 

Fish Pond Road 0 0 0 1 1 2 
Fairway Drive 0 0 0 1 0 1 

South Dewey Avenue 0 0 0 1 1 2 
Luedtke Road 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Klitzke Road 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Pine Bluff Road 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Fawn Valley Drive 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Thieman Hill Road 0 0 0 0 1 1 

Copper Springs 0 0 1 0 0 1 
Total per year 16 26 23 19 16 

Source: WisDOT data 

In terms of safety concerns identified with the existing road transportation system, recent 
upgrades to the State Highway system have done a great deal to improve the overall 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Eight:Transportation 

effectiveness and safetyof the road network.However,identifiable concerns expressed during 
the planning process include:industrial and trucktrafficroutes within and around the City, 
maintaining setbacks from right-of-ways,providing parking provisions outside of the right-of-
way,obstructions caused byexcessive signage,and finallyproviding safe and effective accesses 
to new driveways and between new developments. 

Due to the number of crashes from 2000to 2004,itis possible to identifysafetyimprovement 
needs for future upgrades on the following Town roads:Ski Hill Road,N.Reedsburg Road, 
Golf Course Road N and S. 

Airs iervce 

The needs of the Town of Reedsburg are continuing to be metbythe existing air service 
facilities utilized bythe town’s residents.According to the Cityof Reedsburg 2002 
Comprehensive Plan,approximately8,600private and corporate aircraftutilize the Reedsburg 
Municipal Airporteach year.The maximum weightof aircraftthatcan be supported bythe 
airportis 60,000pounds,which will handle mostof the freighttrafficgenerated in the area as 
well.Recentupgrades to the Municipal Airportin 1997addressed manyof the improvement 
recommendations pointed outin the AirportDevelopmentStudyand LayoutReportin 1995. 
Additional regional air service is provided bythe Baraboo/Dells Airportlocated just12miles 
eastof Reedsburg along USH 12.National cargo and passenger service is adequatelyprovided 
bythe Dane CountyRegional Airport,which is just55miles awayto the southeastin Madison. 

Rais iervcel

Freightrail service to the Town is one of the issue thatmayneed additional analysis.A few 
questions leftunanswered bythe City’s Comprehensive Plan and rail in general in this partof 
SaukCountyare:how long will itremain feasible to maintain and operate a rail spur of this 
length in one direction;and,whether or notthe existing rail line will meetthe needs of existing 
and future freightrail users in the future?As for passenger rail,the existing system and future 
plans for additional passenger rail networks will benefitthe Reedsburg are as a whole.The 
Town should follow the progress of this effortand lookfor opportunities for inputand/or 
involvement. 

lsiain
lcyc
Bi gTr

Bicycling is valued means of transportation in the Town of Reedsburg.57.42% of Town of 
Reedsburg surveyrespondents agreed to stronglyagreed thatbiking and walking are important 
modes of transportation in the Town.Additionally,the Town’s Comprehensive Planning 
Committee underlined the importance of biking in their communitybyproviding a map 
designating local biking routes to include in the Plan.However,currently,the onlyexisting 
biking route within the Town is the 400Trail.W hen considering future roadwayimprovements 
to certain local roads,the Town should refer to the transportation map included within this 
section as well as the Official Map contained within the Implemetation Chapter to determine 
whether or notthe road should be considered for bicycle improvements as well.This may 
include some additional coordination with the Cityof Reedsburg. 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Eight:Transportation 

M a sTr  a dSp dTr nOpt

Mass transitneeds are currentlybeing metthrough low-costpractices like vanpooling,passenger 
bus service and taxi service in the area.Specialized programs thatprovide assistance for the 
elderlyor disabled in the Town are provided bySaukCounty. 

Overall,the Town of Reedsburg’s transportation system should be considered one of its main 
assets.Careful planning of these various systems has been ongoing for more than a decade and 
the results of those efforts are reflected in a networkthatis able to move individuals and goods 
economically,safelyand efficiently. 

Fu eTr nNe
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89.

The future roadwayneeds,and for thatmatter the 
official mapping of them,is one componentthat 
will relyheavilyon intergovernmental cooperation, 
which will include the involvementof the Cityof 
Reedsburg,the SaukCountyHighway 
Commission,the surrounding Towns,and the 
W isconsin Departmentof Transportation.Recent 
upgrades to the State highwaysystem,including 
those planned for 2004,will be a catalystto 

improve the regional flow of trafficin the Reedsburg area.Together,with additional upgrades 
to the USH 12corridor to the east,the road componentof the area’s regional transportation 
needs will be metduring the duration of this effort’s planning horizon.Additional regional 
needs are also being metbythe CountyRoad system.According to SaukCounty’s 5-Year 
Transportation Plan (2002-2006),improvements to CTH’s K,Fand Seither have been or will 
be made to provide safe road transit.Additional projects thatthe Countyshould consider 
include realignmentand resurfacing of CTH K north of the Cityof Reedsburg and CTH V 
running northwestof the Cityof Reedsburg. 

As for local roads within the control of the Town of Reedsburg,implementation and use of the 
Paser Program byall local units of governmentin W isconsin has greatlyaided local decision 
makers as to whatroadways should be repaired or reconstructed.The program establishes a 
scoring system thattranslates to a prioritylisting of local roadwayprojectneeds,usuallyon a 5-
year basis.Listed in Table TR1is the Town of Reedsburg’s roadwayimprovementprojects for 
the nextfive years.Additionally,the Town mayneed to consider where new developmentis 
likelyto occur in order to preserve future roadwaycorridors and intersection expansions,which 
will enhance the area’s interconnectivity,safetyand efficiencyof trafficflows.This mayinclude 
changing the functional classification of existing roads and,inevitably,the jurisdictional 
responsibilityfor construction and maintenance.There are several potential roadways thatmay 
merita change in functional classification based on currenttrafficvolumes:CTH H,Golf 
Course Road and North Reedsburg Road.The Cityof Reedsburg and its future growth plans 
will playan importantrole in the future functionalityclassifications of the area’s roads. 
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According to the Town’s densitypolicies and planning goals for areas outside of the City’s 
Extraterritorial Area,itis highlyunlikelythatnew transportation corridors will need to be 
mapped.However,in review of the Cityof Reedsburg’s 2002Comprehensive Plan,several 
roadwayextensions and connections have been proposed and officiallymapped within the City’s 
Extraterritorial Area.Some of the more notable proposed roadways include:an easterly 
extension of Fawn ValleyDrive to Golf Course Road,a westerlyextension of Ski Hill Road to 
STH 23(and designation as a truckroute),an easterlyextension of Coon ValleyDrive from 
Thieman Hill Road to STH 23,an east/westconnection between CTH K and CTH V,and 
finallya networkof roadways lying eastof Twin Pine Road,north of CTH K,and south of STH 
33(all westof the Cityof Reedsburg).As these corridors have been identified and officially 
mapped within the Cityof Reedsburg’s Comprehensive Plan,itseems reasonable to include 
them within the Town’s official map as well.W ith thatbeing said,itwill be necessaryfor the 
Cityand Town to discuss when,how and who will be responsible for establishing and 
maintaining these routes in the future. 

AirS iervce 

The Reedsburg Municipal Airport,located in the southeastern portion of the city,will continue 
to meetthe needs of the Reedsburg area for the forseeable future.However,the future of the 
airportmaybe dependenton its abilityto expand.W ith thatbeing said,itmaybe an issue of 
importance for both the Cityand Town to closelylookatthe primaryrunway(which runs 
north/south)and consider options for expansion in the future.The mostnotable issue is the 
factthe airportcurrentlyappears to be landlocked bySTH 33to the north and the railwayto the 
south.Itis highlyunlikelythatexpansion to the north of the currentlyfacilitywill ever take 
place due to the location of STH 33.W ith thatbeing said,the Citymayneed to closelyevaluate 
its rail service and air service collectivelyto determine the future of transitalternatives available 
to the area.Itdoes notappear thatexpansion of the airportcan take place in conjunction with 
continued operation of the rail into the middle of the City.Ongoing discussion relating to the 
establishmentof a regional airportfacilityoutside of the citylimits in conjunction with other 
airportfacilities maybe one option worth exploring atsome pointin time. 

iervceRailS

lcyc

Itis essential to breakthe discussion aboutfuture rail transitneeds into two categories here, 
freightrail and passenger rail.W isconsin and Souther Railroad continues to maintain a spur to 
the Cityof Reedsburg thatends atthe head of the 400State Trail.According to the Cityof 
Reedsburg 2002Comprehensive Plan,itappears as though the Cityhas designated lands lying 
adjacentto the rail line (in the Frog Road area)for future industrial growth.This being the case, 
itseems more likelythatthe City’s airportwill be maintained atits currentsize,therebyallowing 
the Cityto add additional rail users to the existing rail line south of the airport’s north/south 
runway. 

Bi eTr lsia

The Town’s Comprehensive Planning Committee prioritized the expansion of biking in the 
community.Theydevised a map of proposed biking routes,Map 8-1,to include in the Plan that 
identifies desirable local roads,collectors and arterials.Potential future bike routes have also 
been marked in the Cityof Reedsburg’s 2002Comprehensive Plan’s proposed mapped trail 
system.This Plan identifies Old Loganville,Ski Hill Road and Golf Course Road as a potential 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Eight:Transportation 

main bike loop.The goals setforth in the W isconsin Bicycle Transportation Plan 2020site State 
Highways 23and 33,CountyRoads K (north)and H,and North Reedsburg Road as potential 
bike paths.W ith thatbeing said,itwill be necessaryfor the Cityand Town  and State to discuss 
when,how and who will be responsible for establishing and maintaining these routes in the 
future. 

Keeping in mind the supportfor bike routes,policyrecommendations can be enacted to help 
build the networkof biking possibilities.For example,itis desirable to recommend thatwide 
paved shoulders are included when countyroads are resurfaced or reconstructed so as to extend 
the networkof biking possibilities. 

0 Obj sa dPol

In order to guide the future developmentof the various modes of transportation and their future 
developmentof utilities and communityfacilities in the Town,the following Objectives and 
policies have been identified. 

iicesnive
tec
81.

i :ves
tec
Tr nObj

TO-1 Cooperate with the Cityof Reedsburg to identifyand improve industrial traffic
 routes in order to discourage trucktrafficon Main Street. 

TO-2  Cooperate with the W isconsin Departmentof Transportation to ensure and preserve the 
safetyand functionalityof the roadwaysystem. 

billboards in the Town of Reedsburg. 

TO-4 Maintain and enforce setbacks from road right-of-ways to reduce transportation 

io

hazards. 

ttanspora

TO-3 Maintain natural beautybyimplementing policies and review opportunities for

TO-5 Preserve the c ondition of the Town’s roads with provisions for upgrades turrentc o
 roads thathave the mosttrafficpressure. 

TO-6 Identify,expand and promote the use of trails and paths for alternative
 transportation and recreational uses including walking,biking and horsebackriding. 

TO-7 Ensure thatall new and existing residential developments provide streets and roads
 to be interconnected to the existing road networks. 

ii :cesio
ttanspora
Tr nPol

Th on Shalle T w : 

TP-1 Ensure thatall commercial and multi-familydevelopmentestablishes parking lots 
outof the road right-of-wayand provide adequate parking for the intended use of the 
development. 
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TP-2 Establish an architectural review board to develop access guidelines that ensure 
driveways including dead-end drives and cul de sacs are accessible to fire and emergency 
vehicles, snowplows, and school buses and that they do not interfere with the overall 
connectivity of the road system. 

TP-3 Request that the County prepare a functional classification and safety analysis of the area’s 
roadways through its Comprehensive Planning Process that takes into account all local 
government Comprehensive Plans within or adjacent to Sauk County. 

TP-4  Keep vision triangles and sight lines free of debris and vegetation growth. 

TP-5 Strengthen communication with the town patrolman and notify him/her of 
problem areas or areas in need of extra enforcement, direct patrolman to pursue 
enforcement through proper authorities. 

TP-6 Continue to participate in and utilize the Town Road Improvement Program. 

TP-7 Increase enforcement of town road weight limits during the spring thaw. 

TP-8 Establish a priority system to assist in road maintenance.(Higher priority roads 
will be repaired faster and more frequent than lower priority roads).  Roads with greater 
volume indicate a higher priority. 

TP-9 Promote recreation routes that will direct recreation traffic to the 400 Trail
   referenced by the official trail map. 

TP-10 Recommend that highway resurfacing and reconstruction projects, which target the 
proposed bike routes identified in Map 8-1,  include provisions for wide paved shoulders and 
layouts conducive to bike use.  The Town, City and County should pursue enhancement grant 
funding from the W isDOT to aid in the development of these alternative transportation 
improvements. 

TP-11 W ork with the City of Reedsburg to identify and map a truck route for access to 
and from the Industrial Parks.  The costs of needed improvements should be a 
responsibility of the City. 

TP-12  Collaborate with the W isconsin Department of Transportation on highway development 
proposals thatcould impact state highways. 
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UtilitiesandCommunityFacilities


CommunityFacilitiesandUtilities


Communityfacilities and public/private utilities (i.e.a community’s infrastructure)are essential 
components of an area’s economicvitality.Communityfacilities include such items as 
municipal buildings,publicworks,schools and other educational institutions,libraries, 
cemetaries,parks,health care facilities (including those for the elderly),solid waste disposal sites 
as well as other emergencyservice or protection facilities and/or services such as police,fire, 
and rescue.Publicand private utilities include telecommunication facilities (including wireless 
and internetservices),water supply(both private on-site or public),wastewater treatment(both 
private on-site or public),power-generating plants and transmission lines,storm water 
maintenance systems and cable television. 

As a componentof this comprehensive planning process,the communityfacilities and utilities 
will be identified in the Town of Reedsburg,as well as those nearby.Theywill then be evaluated 
in terms of location,capacity(demand versus supply)and use to determine whether or notthey 
are adequate to meetthe existing and future needs of the Town of Reedsburg. 

9.0 CommunityFacilities 

PublicFacilities– General 

Town Hall 

The Town Hall for the Town of 
Reedsburg is located at600W est 
Main Street(STH 33)near the 
western edge of the Cityof 
Reedsburg.Itconsists of a kitchen 
area,restrooms,a meeting room and 
the Town Shop area which houses 
the Town’s road maintenance office 
and equipment.The building was 
constructed in 1977. 

itydb Csurg

P bu

Ree

The Reedsburg CityHall is located at134South LocustStreet,justsouth of Main Street.It 
consists of the administrative office for the Cityincluding the cityadministrator,building 
inspector,clerk/treasurer,cityengineer,parks director as well as the council chambers and 
various other meeting spaces.The building was constructed in 1971. 

Hall (Provides zoning administration to the area within the ET boundary)
�

ybriLcli ar

The Reedsburg PublicLibraryis located at370Vine Street,justsouth of the Reedsburg City 
Hall.Itis owned and maintained bythe Cityof Reedsburg.Itwas constructed in 1998and 
provides publicaccess to books and other reading materials,the internet,children’s programs, 
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audio/video equipmentrental,studyrooms and several meeting/conference rooms for public 
use.A portion of the operation expenses of the Libraryare provided bySaukCountythrough its 
annual budgetprocess,which then  assures thatthe resources are available to the publicatno 
cost.The libraryis also connected to the South Central LibrarySystem,which allows for the 
inter-libraryloan of librarymaterials between libraries in the network. 

PublcFai – Eme yS iervcesrgenciestilic

oli ot on 

The Town of Reedsburg is primarilyserved bythe SaukCountySheriff’s Department.The City 
of Baraboo is the headquarters for the Sheriff’s Department,while there are two precinctoffices 
throughoutthe County,including one such office in the nearbyVillage of LaValle.Patrol 
officers are assigned general service areas within the county.According to the 2004Sauk 
CountyBudget,there are approximately60personnel employed bythe Sheriff’s Department 
thatwould considered partof the police force,inclusive of the Sheriff,Chief Deputy,patrol 
deputies and sergeants,lieutenants,captains,detectives,and communications personnel.In 
addition,another 66are employed in conjunction with the new Law EnforcementCenter/jail, 
which was opened in 2003.Finally,there are currently24supportstaff to both the jail facility 
and the patrol and communication divisions.Collectively,the Sheriff’s Departmentserves all of 
SaukCounty. 

itecPce rP

iottoneci Pre rF

The Town of Reedsburg is primarilyserved (through an intergovernmental agreement)bythe 
Cityof Reedsburg’s Fire Department,which is located at131 South ParkStreet.Itis located 
one blockwestof the CityHall.The building was constructed in 1971.Ithouses departmental 
offices,a meeting/training room,an activityroom,storage areas,and a garage area for vehicles 
and equipment.There are currently16volunteer members on the rural fire department.The 
Reedsburg Fire Departmentcurrentlyhas eighttrucks (three pumpers,a snorkel pumper with a 
100-footaerail ladder,a ladder/pumper truck,a personnel carrier,and a chief’s car)as well as 
foam generating equipmentand a rescue unit,which includes hydrauliccutting equipment. 

iervceicdyergeEm ncMe al S

Emergencymedical services are provided bythe Reedsburg Area Ambulance Service through an 
intergovernmental agreementas well.The ambulance garage is located at230Railroad Street 
and was constructed in 1998.Ithouses three fullyequipped ambulances and has a staff of 7 
drivers and 14EmergencyMedical Technicians (EMTs).Firstresponders are also located 
throughoutthe districtin outlying communities including Loganville,LaValle,Hillpoint,Rock 
Springs and North Freedom.The total service area includes the Cityof Reedsburg,the Towns 
of W ashington,Reedsburg,W infield,Excelsior,LaValle,W estfield,Seven Mile Creek,Ironton, 
Freedom,and Dellona with a total population of justover 15,000people. 
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PublicFacilities– ParksandOpenSpaces


Although there are no publiclyowned parks bythe Town of Reedsburg,the Town does have 
two areas thatare maintained as open space which are owned bythe public.The firstopen 
space is the STH 23wayside,which is located on the eastside of STH 23,justnorth of the 
intersection with Old Loganville Road and CTH S.The site boasts panaromicviews of the rural 
landscape in the Town of Reedsburg with the Cityin the background.Itis justless than five 
acres in size and has a shelter with restrooms,which allows itto be used as a functional park 
space for the Town.Based on cost-cutting measures taken byW isDOT in 2004,the Sauk 
CountyHighwayDepartmenthas taken over the responsibilityof upkeep and maintenance of 
the wayside to help ensure itis available for publicuse in the future.In addition,to this open 
space,the W isconsin Departmentof Natural Resources also owns a parcel of land along Golf 
Course Road,atthe intersection of Junction Road.The propertyis 80acres in size and supports 
manydifferenttypes of aquaticand upland flora and fauna.The propertyis notreadily 
accessible as itis primarilya wetland/floodplain forestarea.Finally,the extensive networkof 
the Baraboo River and its tributaries (including Babb,Hay,Copper,and Narrows Creeks) 
provide other open space opportunities within the Town of Reedsburg.In addition to the 
publicparks and open spaces thatare located within the Town of Reedsburg,several parks are 
located within the Cityof Reedsburg and are available for recreation and enjoymentbythe 

ites
i

residents of the Town.The parks have been indic
Facli  as well. 

itesUit tyumCated on Map9-1 om ni li and 

PublicFacilities– SolidW asteandServices


Solid waste disposal sites,or landfills,are 
potential sources of groundwater pollution 
in the SaukCounty.In 2000,the Sauk 
CountyDepartmentof Planning and 
Zoning conducted an inventoryto verify 
the number of active versus inactive or 
abandoned landfill sites.According to that 
process,itwas determined thatSauk 
Countyhas 16active sites throughoutthe 
County,including everything from sites for 
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brush disposal to a fullyoperational solid waste disposal site.In addition,more than 40sites 
were identified as abandoned sites.Manyof these abandoned sites are the resultof the passage 
of more stringentfederal regulations in the mid 1980’s.Due to the factthatmanyof these 
landfills were located in abandoned sand and gravel pits or low-lying wetland areas,often 
withoutproper liners or leachate systems,there is a high potential for groundwater 
contamination. 

The inventoryshows thatthere are 8solid waste disposal or landfill sites in the Town of 
Reedsburg.Of these,7are inactive or abandoned,and 1 site is active.The active site is located 
along Ski Hill Road.Grede Foundryactivelyuses this site for waste generated bymanufacturing 
processes atthe Grede Reedsburg plant,excluding toxicor hazardous waste materials. 

Acccording to the Solid W aste Manager for the SaukCountyLandfill located nearbyin the 
Town of Excelsior,2/3of the municipal waste generated in SaukCountyis disposed of atthe 
landfill site.In 2003,this amounted to 75,000tons of solid waste.Itshould be noted here that 
the currentlandfill operation is slated to close atthe end of 2004,and future provisions for solid 
waste have yetto be determined.Options currentlybeing considered include a new public 

landfill site,the creation of a publicowned and 
operated transfer facility,or reliance on the private 
sector for developmentof a private transfer facilityand 
hauling. 

For solid waste collection services,the Town of 
Reedsburg has contracted with Town and Country 
Sanitation disposal services.Collection,which includes 
refuse and recyclable materials,occurs everyweekon 
Tuesday.
�

ionsttuitnsionatucahtenh lc oo
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The Reedsburg School Districthas five 
publicschools:Reedsburg High School 
located at1100S.AlbertAvenue,W ebb 
Middle School located at707N.W ebb 
Avenue;Pineview ElementarySchool 
located at1121 8th Street;South 
ElementarySchool located at420Plum 
Avenue;and W estside ElementarySchool 
located at401 Alexander Avenue.The 
majorityof the school age children in the 
Town of Reedsburg attend school in the 

Reedsburg School District.The publicschools in this districtserve approximately2,486 
students in grades K-12.Recentconstruction projects have included a new high school and an 
addition to the W estside Elementary. 

In addition to the publicprimaryeducational facilities,the Cityof Reedsburg also has three 
private schools,which include:Peace Lutheran School located at14008th Street,Sacred Heart 
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CatholicSchool located atNorth OakStreet,and St.Peter’s Lutheran School located at346N. 
LocustStreet.Total enrollmentof these institutions is approximately440students. 

iestilicyEd lFa

The Reedsburg area is home to one two year college-the Madison Area Technical College 
regional campus in Reedsburg- and is within commuting distance from the Universityof 
W isconsin Campus in Baraboo (approximately15miles),and the Universityof W isconsin 
Campus in Richland Center (approximately24miles).Residents could also attend the the 
Madison Area Technical College Madison Campuses,Universityof W isconsin in Madison,or 
Edgewood College in Madison (approximately62miles),however these campuses require a 
much longer commute. 

ionatucaS decon ar

AtM ATC-Re
provides technical and workplace skills training.The college awards associate degrees, 
technical diplomas,certificates and apprenticeships,and offers classes thattransfer to 
four-year degree programs.Programs are offered in accounting,administrative 
assistance,business mid-management,business software applications,childcare 
education,farm and production management,nursing and supervisorymanagement.The 
college offers apprenticeships in electrical and machine maintenance,and tool & die. 
MATC – Reedsburg also offers customized labor training for area businesses. 

d be s urgover 4,000students are served annually.MATC Reedsburg
�

tunyUW -Ba /S kCoaubra oo
leading to an Associate of Arts degree.W ith c  enrollment imately450urrent  atapprox , 
he average class size is approximately20  After building an academicfoundation att .

UW -Baraboo/SaukCount udent inue their worktowards a bachelor’st onty s can c s,
degree ata UW  bachelaureat her schools of their choic  Most udentampus or ot  ste c e. s 
live in or near Baraboo and c he commute to t ampus. 

UW -Baraboo/SaukCountyhas a continuing education program thatoffers a varietyof 
non-creditseminars,workshops and shortcourses.The programs range from computer 
applications and communications courses to theater and artfield trips. 

offers freshman/sophomore-level universityinstruction
�

tnerancUW -Rihl dCe
W isconsin thatserves around 500students.Students can earn an Associate of Arts & 
Sciences degree,which transfers to all UW  campuses.Students can go part-time,full-
time,daytime,evenings.Summer Session courses are also offered.In addition,the UW -
Richland serves southwestern W isconsin as a cultural center and provides a wide variety 
of non-creditoutreach courses for people of all ages. 

is a freshman - sophomore campus of the Universityof
�

sonM ATC M adi
provides a comprehensive curriculum of technical,liberal arts and sciences,adultbasic 
education and continuing education,as well as customized employee training.The 
college awards associate degrees,technical diplomas and certificates and offers classes 
thattransfer to four-year degree programs.Itoffers career training in areas such as 
biotechnology,broadcastcaptioning,electron microscopy,webpage design,Internet 
development,computer networking,accounting,marketing,culinarytrades,nursing, 
automotive technology,criminal justice-law enforcementand welding. 

is the main branch of the W isconsin technical college system.It
�
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currentlyenrolls 41,219students.The UW -TheUn yofW i  M adi
Madison is the flagship research campus of the Universityof W isconsin system.The 
world-class universityoffers 137undergraduate programs,157Masters degree programs 
and 133Doctoral degree programs.UW -Madison also has professional degree programs 
in law,medicine,pharmacyand veterinarymedicine. 

sonisconsn,t
i ivers


Edg wo dColl
15,000undergraduate students and 500graduate students.Edgewood offers more than 
40Majors and 32Minors,plus opportunityfor individualized programs and 65% of all 
classes have less than 20students. 

Programs for Master's degrees are offered in Business,Religious Studies,Education, 
Nursing,and Marriage and FamilyTherapyare offered atEdgewood College.The adult 
accelerated degree programs allow working adults to earn undergraduate degrees in 3 
years,completing both their general education and major requirements.Edgewood 
College offers the Doctoral of Education degree;atpresent,the Ed.D. 

egeoe in Madison is a private College,currentlyenrolls approximately
�

M edi lFaca iestilic

The Town of Reedsburg is served by 
the Reedsburg Area Medical Center, 
which is located at2000North Dewey 
Avenue.The facility,which was 
constructed in 1976is an independent, 
non-profitorgainztion thatis locally 
controlled.Since its original 
construction,ithas undergone several 
expansions and upgrades. 

This modern facilityprovides acute 
care,long term and daycare surgery 
facilities as well as 24-hour emergency 

and urgentcare services.The hospital houses a 53acute care beds,50long term care beds,and 
eightdaycare surgerybeds.The Surgical Departmenthas three OR suites,and EndoscopyLab, 
four Post-Anesthesia Care beds,and an eight-bed AmbulatoryCare unit.The Consulting Care 
Unitis equipped with seven exam rooms.Featuring a full arrayof therapy,studyand testing 
services the Reedsburg Area Medical Center is known for progressive techniques,state-of-the-
arttechnologyand warm personalized care. 

In addition to the Reedsburg Medical Center,the Town of Reedsburg is also home to the Sauk 
CountyHealth Care Center,located atS4555HighwayCH in the south central portion of the 
Town,justeastof STH 23.This skilled nursing facilityoffers professional and individualized 
nursing,rehabilitative and supportive care and services,including specialtyunits for Alzheimer’s 
and Rehabilitation/Intensive nursing care.The operations include a 110bed Skilled Nursing 
Facilityand a 23bed Facilityfor the DevelopmentallyDisabled.The facilityis supported bya 
dedicated staff of approximately150employees,which includes licensed individuals as well as 
other supportstaff.An analysis of the existing facilityand developmentof future plans based 
on expected demand is currentlyunderway.Based on the outcome of the study,a decision will 
be made to either rebuild on-site,revitalize the existing facility,or to move the facilityoff-site of 
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its currentlocation.The other decision thatwill be given consideration is whether the facility 
will continue to be operated as a countyor privatelyowned and operated facility. 

SanitarySewerandW aterFacilities/Utilities 

SanitarySewerFacilities 

The Town of Reedsburg does nothave publicor communitywater and sewer facilities available 
to it’s residents atthis time.W ater and sewer service facilities located within the Town are 
primarilyprovided on-site byindividual propertyowners.The SaukCountyDepartmentof 
Planning and Zoning regulates the siting,design,installation,inspection and maintenance of 
private on-site sewage systems through enforcementof the W isconsin Departmentof 
Commerce’s private sewage system code,commonlyreferred to as COMM 83.This code was 
revised in 2000to allow for certain new alternative sewage treatmenttechnologies to be 
incorporated into the code.Italso provided for system inspection requirements everythree 
years to ensure compliance with installation and operational specifications.In early2003,Sauk 
Countyrevised its Private Sewage System Ordinance to reflectthe changes to COMM 83. 

Maps9-2and9-3 show soil suitabilityfor conventional and alternative septicsystems in the 
Town of Reedsburg.The suitabilityclassifications,ranging from verylow to high suitability,are 
determined based on information obtained from the SaukCountyLand Conservation 
Department’s Land Evaluation System,as monitored bythe NRCSoffice.These classifications 
are based on average slope,depth to soil saturation,average depth to bedrock,and flooding 
potential. 

In general,there is a high to moderate opportunityfor the installation of conventional private 
on-site sewage treatmentsystems in mostparts of the Town exceptfor areas with steep slopes, 
wetlands and areas bordering the surface water bodies in the Town. 

The majorityof the Town is highlysuitable for alternative septicsystem installations. Hilly 
areas with steep slopes,wetlands areas and areas bordering the surface water bodies in the Town 
are also areas of low to verylow suitabilityfor these systems. 

WaterFacilities 

SaukCountyis in the process of 
completing a groundwater studyin 
conjunction with the W isconsin 
Geological Surveyoffice in Madison. 
The studyincludes information 
pertaining to groundwater quantityand 
qualityas well as typical movement 
patterns,wellhead protection areas,and 
contamination issues.The study 
indicates thatSaukCountyhas a 
sufficientamountof groundwater 
resources to continue to meetexisting 

and future needs will still allowing for the recharge of the various aquifers.According to the 
study(page 55),“almostall of the groundwater pumped in SaukCountyoriginates from 
recharge in the county.” In fact,the studygoes on to say(on page 56)thatapproximately14 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Nine:Utilities and CommunityFacilities 

million gallons of water are pumped dailywhile more than 240million gallons recharge the 
aquifers.W ith this being said,continual drawdown of water in specificlocations,like the 
Reedsburg area,can presentfuture problems.As new municipal wells are planned,attention 
should be paid to the aquifers and potential zones of contribution to ensure thatadditional 
demand does notexhausta specificaquifer. 

One problem identified from the studyis the condition or qualityof the groundwater itself and 
its succeptibilityto contamination.On page 56,the studyindicates thatthe groundwater quality 
is relativelygood,although itis relativelyhard.In addition,nitrates and pesticides applied on the 
surface have affected virtuallyall of SaukCounty.In mostcases,no protection exists between 
the unlithified and sandstone aquifers,therebypresenting a greater probabilityfor contamination 
within the sandstone aquifer,especiallyin areas of downward vertical gradients. 

Also identified on Map7-2 nvonm ntally ns asii Atve reSeeirE are whatare referred to as Zones
�

tili

of Contribution.A Zone of Contribution is an area of recharge for larger (typicallymunicipal) 

n

wells.The Cityof Reedsburg’s ZOC’s have been included to provide a better understanding of 
regional groundwater flow issues and more importantlypointoutopportunity’s for 
intergovernmental cooperation and wellhead protection.According to information obtained 
from W isconsin and neighboring states,a low probabilityof significantgroundwater pollution 

itecrc,

from private on-site sewage treatmentsystems occurs in housing developments with a density 
less than one house per two acres.There is a high probabilityof groundwater pollution where 
homes are located ata densitygreater than one house per acre. 

ics,Pr eTe ph /Fi rOpt  El  Cablea dGasUt yPrbeonelei tva ders
iov


Electrical Service 

F/hpTele one itcsberi Op

Local telephone service for the Town of Reedsburg is provided 
byVerizon.Internet,DSLand other telecommunications 
services (including wireless)are available from multiple providers. 
Itshould be noted thatthe Cityof Reedsburg has recently 
developed a fiber opticloop around the Cityin conjunction with 
the operation of a communications utility.However,mostof the 
Town is notserved bythis utility.The Town of Reedsburg is 
satisfied with the currenttelephone service provisions.However, 
fiber opticupgrades maybe warranted in the future,especially 
when considering the demand for high-speed internet. 

Electrical service to the Town of 
Reedsburg is provided byAlliant 
Energy.In 2001,the American 
Transmission Company(which owns, 
plans,operates and maintains the 
high-voltage electrictransmission 
system in central and eastern 
W isconsin)issued a reportoutlining 
needed improvements to the electrical 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Nine:Utilities and CommunityFacilities 

transmission system over the next ten years.In the Reedsburg area,they identified two major 
problems with the power distribution system that needed to be addressed, including low voltage 
problems and facility overloading.  These problems primarily occurred during the summer and 
peak use.  Through their report,the American Transmission Company set forth a plan to 
address the problems that includes:  Rebuilding the 69 kV transmission line between Hillsboro 
and Redstone, installing a new transmission line between Redstone and Reedsburg, siting and 
constructing a new substation in the Town of Dellona, and installing new tranformers in 
Hillsboro and Killbourn.In the future,the regional transmission system will be upgraded from 
a 69kV to a 138 kV distribution system. According to the American Transmission Company, 
these system upgrades will satisfactorily meet service provision requirements during their current 
planning horizon, which is 2010. 

  An s a d Fo

om ni acli

trecass 
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The existing and future needs of the Town’s residents are primarily being met by the existing 
ommunity facilities.  Based on the current facilities and future population proj ions,hese t  tc ec

Uit

facilities will continue to meet the needs of the public during the duration of this planning 
document. Recentcommunity facility projects that have been upgraded and/or completed 
include:the County Law Enforcement Center, ambulance garage, Reedsburg Area Llibrary, 
public schools (new high school) and the updates and expansion of the Reedsburg Medical 
Facility.  However, a few public facilities that should be given consideration for upgrades and/or 
replacement, including the Sauk County landfill and the Sauk County Health Care Center. 
These facilities are scheduled for closure in the near future or are in need of upgrades to meet 
the existing licensing requirements.In lieu of the fact that both of these facilities are owned and 
operated by Sauk County,the Town should consider becoming involved with the upcoming 
decisions regarding their future. Additional consideration should also be given to available public 
park space in the Town of Reedsburg.  The needs of the Town for public park space are 
currently being met be the access to various park facilities within the City of Reedsburg,the 
STH 23 wayside, and proximity to county-owned park spaces within a short distance to the 
Town.  As new development is being planned, provisions for including usable park spaces in the 
developments,thatcould be connected with other facilities, should be encouraged. 

li

The Town of Reedsburg is also in relatively good 
condition in terms of the adequacy of utlities. 
W ith the recent upgrades to address low voltage 
and overloading problems,the electrical/power 
needs of the Town of Reedsburg appear to be met 
for the next ten years, according to the American 
Transmission Company.  Provision of natural gas, 
cable and telephone are currently meeting demand 
and are anticipated to continue to do so based on 

the growth projections of the Town of Reedsburg.  Again,consideration should be given to the 
potential upgrade of the existing fiber optic line to provide an opportunity for high-speed 
internet and other communication services.  As for wireless communication facilities,the Town 
of Reedsburg is currently served by a tower facility located at the wayside on STH 23.In 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Nine:Utilities and CommunityFacilities 

addition to this site, additional sites have recently been approved for wireless communication 
towers in the Town of LaValle to the west.  Finally,Sauk County has recently completed a study 
of its communications systems for emergency services and has concluded that upgrades should 
be made to the system, specifically for wireless communication systems, in the next five years to 
ensure continued service in the future.  One remaining issue that seems relatively apparent is the 
need for community sewer and water facilities in the Town of Reedsburg, particularly within the 
City’s Extraterritorial Area.  As new development proposals come forward,the Town may want 
to consider the need for community systems versus the possibility of negotiating utility service 
agreements with the City of Reedsburg for water and sewer.Inevitably, it is an issue that should 
be addressed based on the existing groundwater conditions, land development densities and 
overall planning objectives of the Town and City,collectively. 

9.2  Utilities and Community Facilities Objectives and Policies 

In order to guide the future development of the various modes of transportation and their future 
development of utilities and community facilities in the Town,the following objectives and 
policies have been identified. 

Objectives 

UCFO-1 Improve the physical appearance of electrical transmission lines and related
   infrastructure to improve upon the unobstructed view of the open landscape. 

UCFO-2 Maintain and improve the electrical grid system to prevent long power outages. 

UCFO-3 Recognize the need for adequate communication towers (cell phone coverage)
   and encourage  tower co-location and placement of new towers that do not detract from

 the Town character. 

UCFO-4 Support the use of alternative energy sources and the infrastructure to provide 
it. 

UCFO-5 Support County efforts to enforce Comm 83 to protect surface and
   groundwater water quality and encourage cooperation with the City of Reedsburg to
   provide water and sewer service beyond the corporate boundary. 

UCFO-6 Encourage the expansion of fiber optics into the rural area. 

UCFO-7 Encourage cooperation with Sauk County and the City of Reedsburg to expand
   recreational opportunities in the Town. 

UCFO-8 Promote the use of community facilities for public events. 

UCFO-9 Emphasize the use of erosion control plans for construction of all utilities and
 community facilities. 

UCFO-10 Examine the implementation of user and impact fees to help purchase future
   and/or maintain current town public facilities. 
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UCFO-11 Support a cost effective and well-rounded school curriculum including
   professional,technical, agricultural and industrial learning opportunities by using
   innovative, on-site and contemporary learning from public and private educational
   institutions, local industries and local businesses. 

UCFO-12 Promote the enhancement of quality law enforcement, fire and ambulance
   services. 

UCFO-13 Further the community’s local needs through educational opportunities. 

UCFO-14 Assist in development and retention of a highly trained, innovative, and
   dedicated professional teaching staff. 

UCFO-15 Encourage local industries and businesses to recruit local talent. 

Utilities and Community Facilities Policies: 
TheTown Shall: 

UCFP-1 Establish a review process through the Architectural Review Board to ensure
   proper siting and screening for all new and existing electrical transmission lines and
   substations.  This may include burying the transmission lines in certain locations. 

UCFP-2 W ork cooperatively with the DOT and Sauk County to preserve the wayside
   park on Highway 23 as open public park space.  This may eventually mean ownership
   by the Town. 

UCFP-3 Continue to support the local libraries through the South Central Library
   System, specifically the City of Reedsburg’s. 

UCFP-4 Promote town involvement,through cooperation with Sauk County, for proper
   siting of and community education for the maintenance of Private On-Site W aste
   Treatment Systems (septic systems). 

UCFP-5 Encourage cooperation between all public and private educational institutions,
   specifically the Reedsburg School District and local business to provide opportunities for
   on-site job training and community awareness. 

UCFP-6 Establish an organized special collection program to allow Town of Reedsburg
   residents to safely and ecologically dispose of large item like appliances or hazardous
   materials produced by residential land uses or farming operations. 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Ten: Intergovernmental Cooperation 

ion
topera
Intergovernmental Co

t neighboring units of government.  Please refer to Map 1-1 Regional 
Contextto see how the Town of Reedsburg is situated in a regional c

 In order to achieve the overall vision in the 
Town of Reedsburg, including the protection of 
natural and cultural resources, agricultural 
operations, and the overall quality of life, the 
Town must interact with many agencies and 
governmental units.  This interaction, in part, 
calls for an evaluation of the plans and decisions 
of Sauk County as well as neighboring units of 
government as to how they will affect the Town 
of Reedsburg.From an opposite perspective, it 
will also look at how the Town of Reedsburg’s 

decisions affec

ontext with
�

neighboring local units of government.  In addition to these neighboring jurisdictions, this 
element will also analyze the relationships of other governmental entities, including 
overlaying jurisdictions (like school districts and emergency service providers), regional, state 
and federal. This chapter will then identify issues and potential conflicts, along with 
opportunities for the Town to concentrate intergovernmental relations upon. 

iestitanvern  Re hip to Ot r Go me l Ent

The Town of Reedsburg surrounds the City of Reedsburg to the east, south and west.  To 

he

the north of the Town lies the Town of Winfield.  Other municipalities adjacent to the 
Town include the Town of Excelsior to the east, the Town of Westfield to the south, and 
the Town of Ironton to the west.  In addition, the Towns of Delona,Freedom, Washington, 
and La Valle lie diagonally from the Town of Reedsburg. 

ions

As identified in the Utilities and Community Facilities element of the plan, the Sauk County 

lta

Sheriff’s Department provides the Town of Reedsburg’s police protection.  Fire protection is 
provided by the City of Reedsburg’s Fire Department, by way of an intergovernmental 

00.

agreement.  Finally, the Reedsburg Area Ambulance Service, following the provisions in an 

1

intergovernmental agreement, provides emergencymedical service. 

The Town of Reedsburg is entirely served by the Reedsburg School District.  The Town also 
lies within the jurisdictional boundaries of the Madison Area Technical College.  The Sauk 
County Development Corporation provides the majority of Economic Development 
assistance.Sauk County owns and operates a health care center in the south central portion 
of the Town,just east of STH 23. Other State agencies that play important roles in the 
Reedsburg area include the WDNR and WisDOT. 

anscainits01.1   Ex g Lo l Pl

Regional Planning Commission 

None. 
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City of Reedsburg 

In the fall of 2002, the City of Reedsburg adopted its Comprehensive Plan in accordance 
with State Statutes 66.1001, which was then amended in July of 2003.  This planning effort 
was preceded by many other past planning efforts by the City, including the 1989 
Comprehensive Plan, the 1990 Reedsburg Downtown Plan, and the 2000 Reedsburg 
Downtown Action Plan, in addition to various other studies and planning activities over the 
years. The goals of the plan, broken into each specific required element, are provided within 
Element 10 of the Plan,which begins on page 92.Some specific (paraphrased) goals of the 
City’s Plan are to: utilize the natural beauty surrounding the City to build on it diverse 
economy, including strong healthcare, retail trade, service elements, manufacturing, and 
tourism; encourage a high quality living environment in all neighborhoods and to assure an 
adequate supply of decent, safe, affordable, and sanitary housing for all; develop and 
maintain a well-integrated and cost-effective transportation system within the City of 
Reedsburg and its extraterritorial planning area that is capable of moving people and goods 
to, from, and within the community in a safe and efficient manner; plan for and provide 
public utilities to promote efficient, economical,and orderly growth and development for 
the community, phased in accordance to their system master plans when not already 
available; maintain and provide public and community facilities and services to make the City 
a safer and more attractive community in which to live, work, play, and raise a family; 
provide adequate park, open space, and recreation facilities within the City of Reedsburg that 
offer a wide rage of recreational opportunities to all groups and abilities and enhance the 
appearance of the community; preserve and enhance the natural resources that make the 
City of Reedsburg a desirable place to live, visit, and do business, while encouraging 
development in suitable areas; encourage a more coherent,consistent land use pattern within 
the City of Reedsburg and its extraterritorial planning area, with community growth and 
development occurring in an organized,economically efficient and environmentally sound 
manner; and finally,encourage cooperation with adjacent local governmental units and those 
agencies with overlapping jurisdiction to assure a more coordinated planning and decision 
making effort. 

Adjacent Towns 

Town of Winfield 

The Town of Winfield has not previously developed and adopted a land use or 
comprehensive plan.  The Town has agreed to contract with SaukCounty, starting in 2005, 
to develop a comprehensive plan in accordance with state law.  The Town of Winfield has 
adopted county zoning, which occurred in 1964.  In addition to the Towns of Reedsburg 
and Excelsior, the Town of Winfield also is a member of the City of Reedsburg 
Extraterritorial Committee, which was established in 1976. 

Town of Excelsior 

The Town of Excelsior adopted a Development Plan in 1999 in response to increased 
development pressure, particularly near the Lake Virginia area.According to the Town’s 
Plan, the primary objectives were to “establish criteria for future development in an orderly 
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manner that will provide for service provision in an economical and efficient fashion.  To 
achieve this, future development will be encouraged to occur in those areas near existing 
development or incorporated areas.” According to the Town’s Land Use Map (Map 11-9 
ProposedLandUse) incorporated within the Plan, the areas identified for additional 
development include the area around Lake Virginia,near the eastern edge of the Reedsburg 
Country Club, and south of STH 136 along Junction Road.  In addition to the Towns of 
Reedsburg and Winfield, the Town of Excelsior is a member of the City of Reedsburg 
Extraterritorial Committee, which was established in 1976 

In addition to identifying areas appropriate for development, the Development Plan also 
places high priorities on the preservation of productive farmland for continued agricultural 
use and preservation of the Town’s rural character.In order to better obtain these desired 
results, the Town adopted the County’s Resource Conservancy 5 Zoning District for the 
entire town, excluding those areas that were previously zoned for residential or commercial 
uses.  As of the drafting of this Plan for the Town of Reedsburg, the Town of Excelsior has 
provided no indication as to whether they will develop a Comprehensive Plan in accordance 
with State Statutes 66.1001 or when. 

Town of Westfield 

The Town of Westfield adopted an updated Land Use Plan in May of 1998. Prior to this 
update, the Town adopted a Development Plan and the County’s Exclusive Agriculture 
Zoning District (thereby enacting a density of 1 house per 35 acres) in 1987 in order to 
become enrolled within the Farmland Preservation Program.  Wisconsin’s Farmland 
Preservation Program was designed to provide tax credits for landowners who kept their 
property in production, rather than developing it. Overall, the underlying goals of Westfield’s 
Plan includes the control of growth and placement of new housing, promotion of a strong 
agricultural economy and a farmers’ right to farm, preservation of the overall natural beauty 
and resources, preservation of the rural character, and the maintenance of responsible local 
government.  In general, the Town of Westfield Plan attempts to locate residences to those 
areas that will have the least impact on agricultural operations and further maintains that new 

residential development be screened to blend into the natural surroundings. The Town has 
agreed to contract with Sauk County, starting in 2004, to develop a comprehensive plan in 
accordance with state law.  The Town of Westfield adopted County zoning in 1964. 

Town of Ironton 

The Town of Ironton adopted a Development Plan in October of 1986.  In conjunction 
with the preparation of this Plan, the Town adopted Exclusive Agriculture Zoning (thereby 
enacting a density of 1 house per 35 acres) in order to become enrolled within the Farmland 
Preservation Program as well. Overall, the underlying goal of Ironton’s Plan is to “preserve 
agricultural land and protect farm operations as well as environmentally sensitive areas.” 
The Plan recognizes that the Town has not historically experienced rural residential growth 
and therefore adopted Exclusive Agricultural Zoning throughout the entire Town, excepting 
out the Villages of Ironton, Lime Ridge and Cazenovia.  As of the drafting of this Plan for 
the Town of Reedsburg, the Town of Ironton has not formally committed to the 
development of a Comprehensive Plan in accordance with State Statutes 66.1001, although 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan	� Chapter Ten: Intergovernmental Cooperation 

theyhave recentlyinquired to SaukCountyabout the process,cost and timeframe.The 
Town of Ironton adopted countyzoning in 1964. 

iesAraI me lPr ms Pl Ag me sa dOpp titorunntnreeans,,ogratnatnergoverne02.1

• kCo y2 /20De me tPln(

In 1

anlveop0
tun
Sau )9991

999,the SaukCountyBoard of Supervisors adopted the SaukC
 02/02touny
pm

statement,goals,and policies on sixmajor planning issues: communitychange,economic 
development,farmland preservation,housing,natural resources and transportation.By 
design,this plan does not contain a countyfuture land use plan map.It is envisioned that 
individual town plans and other land use plan maps will comprise the various 
implementation chapters of the Development Plan.The 20/20Plan also recommends that 
the Countyprepare comprehensive rewrites of its Zoning Ordinance and Land Division and 
Subdivision Regulations Ordinance to reflect the values of the Plan.It also recommends 
that the Countystudyinnovative land use approaches such as purchase of development 
rights (PDR),transfer of development rights (TDR),and conservation subdivision design as 
ways to preserve farmland and natural resource areas while respecting private property 

vision for the region. 

l

rights.Finally the Plan recommends that the Countyadopt an erosion control/storm water,
 a groundwater protection program,and a highwayac ontrolmanagement program, cess c

ordinanc  This Plan will remain in affect until the Countycompletes its Comprehensivee.
Plan,which will follow and,thereby incorporate the local municipalityplans into one overall,

In addition to comprehensive and land use planning practic  SaukCountyalso administerses,
several ordinances that regulate land use within the Town of Reedsburg.These ordinances 
serve as implementation tools for manyof the policies spelled out within municipal plans. 
Examples of these ordinances include: zoning,floodplain,shoreland protection,land 
division/subdivision, iting,private sewage and nonmetallicmining reclamation.tower c

PtenD leveo an.
 The Development Plan is a policydocument that presents a vision
�
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The Memorandum of Agreement (MOA)is an agreement between SaukCounty,Dane 
County,the State of Wisconsin,WisDOT,the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR),the Federal HighwayAdministration (FHWA),the U.S.Environmental Protection 
AgencyUSEPA),the U.S.Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS),the National ParkService (N 
PS),and The Nature Conservancy(TNC).The agreement includes commitments and 
timeframes for Highway12improvements in Dane and SaukCounties,protection of the 
Baraboo Range National Natural Landmark,farmland preservation and other natural 
resource protection.Specifically,the parties agreed to the following transportation system 
improvements: 

1.  “WisDOT and FHWA mayproceed with a phased construction of a modified four-lane 
USH 12in Dane County(between Middleton and SaukCity]..." 

SaukCountyDepartment of Planning and Zoning 123	� 11/9/2004 
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2. "WisDOT will exercise its authorityto control and reduce access points along USH 
12..." 

The parties also agreed to the following: 

1. The creation of two funds "to provide long-term protection of the nationallysignificant 
natural resources in the Baraboo Range National Natural Landmark(BRNNL)which 
maybe impacted from the USH 12project."The BRNNLProtection Fund "will contain 
$5million paid byWisDOT from state/federal transportation monies."The Special 
BRNNLStewardship Fund"will contain up to $5million of additional Stewardship 
Capital Fund dollars but will require a dollar-for-dollar federal/local/private non-
transportation fund match...”Funding of $250,000each for Dane Countyand Sauk 
Countyfor local planning assistance for "the towns,cities,and villages along the USH 12 
corridor to use as theysee appropriate to address growth-related issues." This is the 
funding source for this Highway12Corridor Growth Management Plan and future 
implementation projects to be determined. 

2. The creation of the SaukCountyFund in which "WisDOT agrees to provide up to 
$250,000over a five year period in state/federal transportation monies to be used to 
establish and fund a program to purchase lands,scenic/conservation/agricultural 
easements and/or development rights from willing sellers in SaukCountyoutside of the 
BRNNL" 

• BarabooRangeProtectionProgram 

The Countycreated the Baraboo Range Protection Program (BRPP),a component of the 
SaukCountyProtection Program (SCPP),to use state and federal monies and local matches 
provided bythe MOA,described above to purchase development rights.The BRPP 
reimburses eligible participants for costs associated with the purchase of land or 
development rights of properties with substantiallyundisturbed forested land.Eligible land 
or development right purchasers include SaukCountygovernment,anySaukCountyTown 
government,anynonprofit conservation organization,and State and Federal agencies.The 
SaukCountyBaraboo Range Commission,a special committee of the SaukCountyBoard of 
Supervisors,administers the program. 

• SaukCountyHighway12CorridorGrowthM anagementPlan 

As part of the USH12MOA,funding was provided to address growth related issues 
resulting from the expansion of USHwy12from Middleton to Lake Delton.In Sauk 
County,the Highway12Local Planning Assistance AdvisoryCommittee was formed.The 
committee consists of members of SaukCounty,the Ho-ChunkNation,and local 
governments along the Hwy12corridor.In March of 2002,the Committee hired a 
consulting firm to assist with the preparation of Highway12CorridorGrowthManagement Plan. 
The GrowthManagement Plan focuses on issues such as complimentaryland use,preservation, 
access,economicdevelopment,and communityimage issues that arise as a result of the 
future Highwayexpansion.The planning process was completed in October of 2003,with 
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the adoption by the SaukCounty Board of Supervisors. The Plan includes an overall vision 
and detailed recommendations for the entire 24-mile Highway 12 corridor in Sauk Countyas 
well as a vision and recommendation for rural areas that may be affected by the corridor. 
Overall, the Vision for the rural areas seeks to direct large-scale development to the 
appropriate areas (namelywithin the incorporated municipalities and along USH 12 between 
Baraboo and Lake Delton) to protect the economicviability of farming, and the natural 
beauty and rural character of the area.  The Plan also suggests tools and recommendations to 
achieve this vision.  The Town of Reedsburg was not a part of the Highway 12 Local 
Planning Assistance Advisory Committee, or part of the Plan's General Planning Area. 
While not in the Studyarea Reedsburg may experience some “spin off” impacts from future 
Highway 12 expansions. 

ans•	 Va s S  Regi r Lo l Tr n Pl

Information pertaining to various transportation system plans is provided in the 

io

Transportation element of this plan.  Please refer to that section for information on planning 

ttanspora

obj tives and goals in terms of various modes of transportation that may impact the Town ec
of Reedsburg. 

calona ottae,
irou


tnsree•	 M u l I me l Ag metna

As discussed in the Utilities and Community F ilities element of this plan, the Town is ac
party to several intergovernmental agreements, including fire protection, emergency medical 
service, and an extraterritorial zoning commission with the City of Reedsburg and several 
other entities.  Please refer to the Utilities and Community Facilities element for additional 

tnergovern

information on these agreements. 

iincpa

itcslfniat tenEx g a d Po lCon

‹	
 Annexations by the City of Reedsburg from the Town of Reedsburg continue to 
present intergovernmental conflict. 

inits

The rate of growth and direction of growth along highwaycorridors. ‹ 

‹ Preservation and enhancement of the Baraboo River and its tributaries.  The need 
for cooperative and effective storm water management is present. 

‹ The density of development and provision of utilities within the Extraterritorial 
Area. 

‹ Multi-jurisdictional regulations and procedures within the Exterritorial Area. 
‹ The future of the Sauk County Health Care Center and the return of unneeded land 

to the tax roll. 
‹ Preservation of the productive agricultural lands lying west and south of the City of 

Reedsburg. 

Potential Issues and Opportunities 

Several opportunities have been identified throughout this planning process that could either 
improve the communication or intergovernmental relations of the Town with the 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan	� Chapter Ten: Intergovernmental Cooperation 

neighboring or overlying governmental jurisdictions.  They are summarized here to provide 
additional direction to the Town of Reedsburg in terms of focusing their cooperative efforts. 

‹	
 Development of a Cooperative Boundary Agreement with the City of Reedsburg 
‹	
 Continued involvement with the Reedsburg Area Development Committee (ET 

Commission), especially in terms of following and implementing adopted and official 
comprehensive plans. 

‹	
 Development of a utilityextension agreement outside of the City of Reedsburg’s 
corporate limits into the Town of Reedsburg to serve existing and future higher 
density development patterns. 

‹	
 Continued involvement and support of regional emergency services (fire, ambulance, 
police). 

‹ Coordinated efforts between the Town, Cityand County in terms of developing
�
additional park space, particularly the STH 23 Wayside, should be explored.
�

‹ Development of SaukCounty’s comprehensive plan, recognizing and integrating
�
local plans, and a comprehensive revision to the zoning ordinances. 

‹ Coordination with adjacent municipalities to ensure that existing roads are adequately 
maintained and that future roadways provide interconnectivity. 

‹ Continued involvement and support of the area’s educational institutions, and 
particularly, provision of educational opportunities for the agricultural industry. 

‹ Coordination of efforts on restoration and recreational enhancement of the Baraboo 
River, to be inclusive of the Department of Natural Resources. 

‹	
 Coordination with the City of Reedsburg,SaukCounty Development Corporation 
and other entities for additional economic development efforts in the Town of 
Reedsburg, specifically within the ET area of the City. 

10.3  Intergovernmental Forum

 On May 26,2004, the Town of Reedsburg held 
an intergovernmental forum with adjacent and 
overlying governmental jurisdictions to discuss 
aspects of the draft plan that had been developed 
to date.  The purpose of the meeting was to 
provide an opportunity for these governmental 
jurisdictions to come together and mutually 
discuss issues relative to the Town of Reedsburg, 
specifically looking at the existing and proposed 
land use maps and the issues and opportunities 
that have been provided above.  Approximately 

25 individuals attended the meeting, primarily from the City of Reedsburg and adjacent 
Towns of Excelsior and Winfield.  It should be noted here that the Towns of Excelsior and 
Winfield, along with the Town of Reedsburg, all holds seats on the City of Reedsburg’s 
Extraterritorial Zoning Commission.  A great deal of the discussion focused on the ET area 
of the City and the appropriate location,type and density of development that should occur 
in the future.  In addition, discussions related to annexation of developed land versus 
development of land remaining outside of the City’s corporate limits and the development of 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Ten: Intergovernmental Cooperation 

possible standards occurred.  Additional discussions relative to future transportation 
corridors, well head protection ordinances, storm water management issues and other 
existing conflicts or issues highlighted the need to have a future meeting a series of meetings 
to discuss the ET area in more detail, possibly through a facilitated process, to identify and 
implement mutually beneficial policies and regulations.  It was agreed that it would be 
appropriate to continue these types of discussions in the future, perhaps through 
programming of the ET Commission meetings, to reach some sort of a mutual solution. 

10.4 IntergovernmentalObjectives and Policies

Intergovernmental Cooperatio

I

ICO-2 Strive to improve relations with all levels of 

I

 In order to further and improve the relationships of the 
Town of Reedsburg with various other municipal and/or 
governmental agencies, the following Objectives and 
Policies have been identified. 

i :ves
n Obj tec


CO-1 Limit annexations by the City of Reedsburg by
   encouraging intergovernmental cooperation and
   improved communication opportunities through
   formal agreements. 

government.
�

CO-3 Work with the DNR to promote recreational opportunities that utilize the Baraboo
   River and promote bike trail opportunities. 

CO-4 Encourage participation and partnership with governmental programs that enhance
   good stewardship of the land, air and water. 
I

CO-5 Utilize the County’s University of Wisconsin-Extension and the Sauk CountyI
   Development Corporation resources and expertise to assist the Town in stimulating
   economic growth including the expansion of cottage industries, alternative agricultural
   practices and agriculture tourism. 

ICO-6 Continue to pursue cooperation between governmental bodies to ensure appropriate
   funding for our own infrastructure such as roads,power etc. 

I

I

CO-7 Work with SaukCounty to return non-essential county land to the tax base. 

CO-8 Continue to work with Sauk Countyin areas related to growth management, plan
   implementation and local and county ordinance development. 

ICO-9 Work with agencies like the Wisconsin DNR to implement programs and solutions
   that protect and enhance the quality of water, air and land resources. 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter Ten: Intergovernmental Cooperation 

IntergovernmentalCooperationPolicies:


all:hSh Te ownT

ICP-1 Pursue the development of a corporate boundaryagreement with the Cityof
 Reedsburg. 

ICP-2 Continue participation in the Reedsburg Area Development/Planning Commission 

ICP-3 Cooperate with SaukCountyto develop and implement a blockgrant program to
 improve the town’s housing stock. 

ICP-4 Promote cooperation with the Cityof Reedsburg,SaukCountyand the Wisconsin
 Department of Natural Resources to explore tourism and economicopportunities with
 specificemphasis on the Baraboo River corridor and the 400state trail. 

ICP-5 Workwith the local snowmobile clubs to minimize and coordinate the location of
 future trails. 

ICP-6 Promote cooperation with the Cityof Reedsburg and SaukCountyto establish
 intergovernmental agreements and programs designed to promote development that 
reflects and respects the town’s rich communitycharacter. 

ICP-7 Workwith the Cityof Reedsburg to develop a well head protection ordinance within
 the ET area to protect the qualityand quantityof the contributing aquifers. 

ICP-8 Cooperate with the Cityof Reedsburg to preserve the natural resources,rural
 character,river corridor and prime agricultural land surrounding the citythrough
 implementation of each comprehensive plan. 

ICP-9 Encourage cooperation with the Cityof Reedsburg as well as surrounding towns to
 investigate grant and cost sharing programs to fund roads shared near boundaries. 

ICP-10 Encourage support for a well-rounded,high qualityeducational curriculum that 
includes professional,technical and agricultural learning opportunities at all learning levels. 
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Town ofReedsburgComprehensivePlan ChapterEleven:LandUse 

La dUsen

 Pu

TheLandUseChapterofthe 
ComprehensivePlan is thesection within 
theplan wheretheotherpreviously 
developedelements (chapters)converge 
togetherandprovidevisualtextualinsight 
as totheTown’s desires forthefuture.  In 
terms ofimportance,theLandUse 
elementofacomprehensiveplan is only 
secondtotheImplementation Chapter, 
whichestablishes an action plan forthe 
localgovernmentalunit. Priortothe 
adoption oftheComprehensivePlanning 

Law (SmartGrowth)in 1999,manycommunities involvedin planningatthelocallevel 
developed“landuseplans”as ameans todirectgrowthandaddress specificlanduseissues 
in thecommunity.  This is particularlytrueoftown government.  TheTown ofReedsburg’s 
originalDevelopmentPlan (orlanduseplan)was preparedandadoptedin 1990.  Itwas 
developedin responsetothe“potentialforincreaseddemands on agriculturallandfornon-
farm developmentin theTown ofReedsburg”as wellas toobtain eligibilityintothe 
W isconsin FarmlandPreservation Program byplanningforandadoptingSaukCounty’s 
ExclusiveAgriculturalzoningdesignation.  Thatplan has remainedin effect,withoutchange 

es 

ormodification,untilthepresent. 

n

rpose 

its

Cooperation;andfinally,Implementation.  Foreachoftheelements,objectives andpolicies 
havebeen developedfortheirrespectiveissues.  Manyofthesesameobjectives andpolicies 
directlyorindirectlyimpactandareultimatelyrelatedtolanduse.  As aresult,theLandUse 

10.

11.

1

I he1990LandUsePl hi nd h ebya l i ndnt sttot  t s tn co ra an, s process expa escop nayznga
d lpi h h i del fac h nsiepl  i ldi  I ndngt t nt :eveo eo errequre eme s o ompre e v an,ncu ng ssues a
Opp nii  Agi l lRe  Ho si  Utilii ndCo niyFailiit t s; t s; ng; t t t s;oru e rcu ura source u es a mmu c e
Ec micDe l Na lCul l ndCo niyRe  I lnt; t t t s;nt ntono veopme ura ura a mmu source ergovernme a,

i fac h nsiepln h wodi i  Thefisti l ndmakt s t st tp s t tporon o ompre e v a a nc urposes. r oreaea e 

i1 n

consistentalloftheelements ofacomprehensiveplan in oneconcisefuturelandusemap. 
Thesecondpurposeis toprovideopportunitytoaddress issues thatremain specifictoland 
use,suchas landdivisions,permittingprocesses,anddevelopmentguidelines. 

Ex gLa dUs

dn covernnLa dUsea dLa

Comparingexistinglanduses tofuturelanduses andzoningdesignations can serveas a 
methodtovisualizehow overalllanduses arechangingovertimeandin whatdirection. The 
information providedin this section willserveas apointofbeginningtocomparelanduses 
in thefuture(i.e. 2010,2020).
 dcoverduseinitsMap 11-1 Ex gLan  andLan
followingdescriptors willaidin theunderstandingoftheexistinglanduses in theTown. 
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Town ofReedsburgComprehensivePlan ChapterEleven:LandUse 

Alsoprovidedon amapis adetaileddetermination completedbyawindshieldsurveyofthe 
Town todeterminewhetherruralresidences wherefarmsteads orsinglefamilyhousingin 
nature. 

Ag
farmsteads,andsupportingactivities.  This alsoincludes ruralsinglefamilyresidential 
developmentwithlow densities.  This areaincludes 56% ofthetotallandareaor 
a rx tl 10 1ars. 

turi lrcu

i y1 2mappo e ce,

e– This areagene
rallyincludes landuses primarilyforfarming
‹

 ,


Gr
arenotin agriculturalorwoodlanduses.  Itshouldbenotedthattheseareas typically 
consistofprairieremnants orthereestablishmentofprairieareas representingthe 
grasslands firstexperiencedbyearlysettlers.  Theseareas accountforapproximately 
14.5% oftheTown’s landarea,orroughly2,850acres. 

lassand– This are
aincludes privateandpubliclands thatareundevelopedand
‹



Co sFo
whichis undeveloped.  This areamayalsoincluderuralresidentialdevelopmentwith 
low densities,butduetothesmallpatchworkofacres withthis designation,itis 
highlyunlikely.  This arearepresents less than 1% oftheTown’s totallandarea,or 
approximately30acres. 

tresferou
in
 - This are
aincludes landthatis primarilyevergreen forestland,
‹



De sFo
hardwoodforestlandthatis undeveloped.  This areais reflectiveofundeveloped 
ridgelines ofthenorthern segmentoftheBarabooRange.  This arealsoincludes 
areas oflow-densityresidentialdevelopment.  This is thesecondlargestlanduse 
categoryin theTown accountingforalmost20% ofalllandareas,orroughly3,870 

duouic

acres. 

This areaincludes privateandpubliclands thatareprimarily
-
tres
‹



terOp nW a  -
Itaccounts forless than 1% ofthetotallandarea,orapproximately26acres. 

e Theseareas arecharacterizedas beingponds,perennialstreams etc.
‹



lantW e
water.  Theseareas arereflectiveoffloodfringeareas likemarshes andlow lying 
stream bankareas.  Theyaccountforapproximately8% oftheTown’s area,or 
approximately1,570acres. 

d- Theseareas co
nsistofhydricsoils thatarenotcharacterizedbystanding
‹



eBarrn-
activity,whichhas leftthegroundin an infertilestate.  Itis alsoreflectiveofdifferent 
types ofsoilclassifications,whichareincapableofsupportingplantgrowth,orthat 
maybecharacterizedbyexposedrockformations. This areaaccounts forroughly 
1% ofthetotalarea,orapproximately214acres. 

Theseareas havetypicallysupportedminingactivities orotherh
‹

 uman


lveopebanUr /De
higherdensitydevelopmentpattern,includingresidential,commercialandindustrial 
uses.  W ithin theTown ofReedsburg,this areais representativeofthesmallamount 
ofspilloverofdevelopmentoutsideoftheCityofReedsburgintotheTown.  This 
areaalsoaccounts forless that1% ofthetotalarea,orapproximately32acres. 

d- This are
aincorporates landuses within theTown thath
‹

 avea
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ions
i tsgna
Ex gZo gM apDe

 Landusein theTown of 
Reedsburgis generallyregulated 
bytwoseparatezoning 
ordinances,SaukCountyandthe 
CityofReedsburg.  In September 
of1964,theTown ofReedsburg 
officiallyadoptedtheSaukCounty 
CodeofOrdinances.  These 
ordinances establishedregulations 
forspecificlanduses outsideof 
theCityofReedsburgfor 
propertyowners in theTown. 
Then,in Januaryof1976,theCity 
ofReedsburgofficiallyadoptedandexercisedtherighttoestablishextraterritorialzoning 
within 1and³ miles from theCity’s corporateboundary.  TheCitythen establishedajoint 
extraterritorialplan commission in accordancewithStatelaw,whichincludedequal 

inninits

it tsrcsinnMap 11-2Zo gDi
delineates thezoningregulatoryauthorities oftheCityversus theCountyas wellas provides 
information relativetoexistingzoningofparcels oflandin theTown outsideoftheCity’s 
extraterritorialjurisdiction.  Theprimaryzoningdesignation fortheTown ofReedsburgis 
ExclusiveAgricultural.  This zoningdistrictdesignation was adoptedbytheTown in 1990, 
followingthedevelopmentandadoption oftheTown ofReedsburgDevelopmentPlan. 
This zoninganddevelopmentplan cameas aresultoftheTown optingintotheW isconsin 
FarmlandPreservation Program,whichprovidedtaxrelieftofarmers throughataxcredit 
program.  Thesecondmostcommon zoningdistrictdesignation in theTown ofReedsburg 
is Agriculture.  This is thezoningdesignation whichremainedin effectfrom 1964until1990, 
when ExclusiveAgriculturalzoningwas adopted. Today,theareas thatremain zonedas 
AgricultureincludetheSaukCountyHealthCareFacility,theZobelQuarry,theGrede 
Foundarypropertyandafew othersmallertracts andremnants thatexistedwithin theTown 
ofReedsburg’s transition zone,whichwas alsoidentifiedin the1990DevelopmentPlan. 
Areas zonedas commercial,singlefamilyandrecreational-commercialalsoexiston theeast 
sideoftheCityaroundSTH 33. 

As youcan seebycomparingthetwomaps,thezoningdesignations andlanduse 
classifications generallycomplimentoneanotherin theTown ofReedsburgoutsideofthe 
City’s ETarea.  A few smallexceptions tothis include:somepropertyzonedas singlefamily 
westoftheCityon CTH K,somespottedcommercialareas tothewestoftheCityand 
locatedcloselytoSTH 33,andtheareanortheastoftheCitybetween Horkan andGolf 
CourseRoads. 

repre
senta
tion bytheCityandeachofthesurroundingTowns.


ho

den s 

t

n

den s

lveop

r

12.1 De me tTr

PemitTr  – RaeofGrwt

Theissuanceofpermits fornew developmentin theTown ofReedsburghas experiencedan 
upswingin recentyears.  This trendis dueprimarilytonew housingconstruction.  From 
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Town ofReedsburgComprehensivePlan ChapterEleven:LandUse 

1990to2003,an averageof5.85permits peryear(IO 17)wereissuedfornew residential 
construction.  (PleaserefertotheInventoryandAnalysis Chapter– HousingAnalysis for 
moreinformation ofrecenthousingtrends)This trendsuggests agrowthrateofaround 
12% to15% every10years.  In Marchof2004,theComprehensivePlanningCommittee 
discussedfuturedevelopmentpatterns,andparticularlygrowthrates,bothin terms of 
population andhousing. Althoughconsensus was notreachedon themostappropriate 
growthrate,manyagreedthattheratereflectedin theTown’s recenttrendwas appropriate. 
Forpurposes ofthedevelopmentofthis elementofthePlan,theCommitteedecidedto 
utilizeagrowthrateof10% to12% as atargetforincreases in population andhousing. 

De me tPatt sa dDe itns ynernnlveop

Anothercomparativetoolthat 
can beusefulwhen developing 
theLandUseChapterofa 
comprehensiveplan is tocompare 
population andhousingstatistics 
foracommunitytolanduse 
throughadensitycalculation. 
This provides somesortofideaas 
tohow muchlandwillbeneeded 
in thefuturefordevelopment 
basedon pasttrends andfuture 
developmentprojections. 
Housingdensityis essentially,the 

numberofhousingunits foundon aspecificareaofland.  Thecurrent(2003)housing 
densityoftheTown ofReedsburgis moreappropriatelysplitintotwocategories,areas 
within theCityofReedsburgExtraterritorial(ET)Areaversus theareas outsideoftheETin 
the Town ofReedsburg.  Thedensitywithin theETareais approximately1singlefamily 
residenceper23.6acres oflandwhilethedensityfortheareaoutsideoftheETis 1single 
familyresidenceper66.86acres ofland.  Anothercomponentofthecurrentdensity 
calculation is thenetdensityofsinglefamilyresidences locatedwithin subdivisions within 
theTown ofReedsburg,whichis approximatelyoneper.67acres.  Theoveralldensityof 
theTown ofReedsburg,whichaccounts forallacreagedividedbyallresidences is 
approximately1singlefamilyresidenceper44.12acres ofland.  In comparison,thedensity 
fortheentiretown in 1990was roughly1singlefamilyresidenceper53.37acres ofland. 
Onecan determinebasedon this determination that,as additionaldevelopment 
(approximately67homes)has occurredsince1990coupledwithareduction of588.75acres 
duetoannexation bytheCity,thenetresultwas achangein densityofapproximately9.25 
acres perresidence.  Itshouldbealsonotedherethatofthenew permits issuedbetween 
1990and2003as discussedabove,nonewerefornew farmsteads andonlytwowerefor 
commercialdevelopmentwithin theETareaoftheCity. 

Noprovisions forcommercialorindustrialdensities areprovidedin this plan.  This action 
recognizes that:1)theCityofReedsburghas establishedExtraterritorialZoning,2)thearea 
within theETboundarywas includedwithin thedevelopmentoftheCity’s Comprehensive 
Plan,and3)accordingtocurrentStatelaw,areas outsideofcorporatelimitboundaries that 
areincludedwithin amunicipality’s comprehensiveplan remain in effecteven thoughthe 
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Town ofReedsburgComprehensivePlan ChapterEleven:LandUse 

subjectpropertymaybewithin aTown’s officiallimits.  As willbediscussdlaterin this 
chapter,theTown wishes todirectcommerciallyandindustriallyzoneddevelopmentto 
within theETarea.  Therefore,densitycalculations and5-yearlanduseprojections forsuch 
havenotbeen providedwithin this plan.  However,theTown has expressedtheirinterestin 
permittingthedevelopmentofsmallhome-basedbusinesses andag-relatedbusinesses in the 
Town,as indicatedin theAgricultureandEconomicDevelopmentChapters ofthis Plan,as 
ameans toprovideadditionalincomepotentialanddiversification opportunities toexisting 
and/ornew familyfarms.  In essence,agricultureis theTown’s business ofchoice. 

– Since1990,alongwiththeadoption ofExclusiveAgricultureZoningbytheTown,R lura
arequirementhas been in placethatmandates thataminimum of35acres berequiredin 
ordertobuildanew houseon anew lot.  Today,this samestandardapplies.  Traditionally, 
theintentofthe35-acreminimum lotsizewas todiscouragehousingdevelopmentin rural 
areas,andespeciallythoseareas thatwereutilizedforagricultureproduction.  Historically, 
this application has been successfulas expressedbytherelativelylow numberofnew ‘35-
acre’lots beingcreatedandhouses beingbuiltin theTown.  However,overtime,35-acrelots 
havebecomeamoredesirableoption totraditionalsubdivision developmentforresidents 
andworkers notinvolvedin agribusiness.  As aresult,the35-acreruleis beginningtofailin 
part,andcontinuingtobesuccessfulin part. 

As notedearlier,theimpactofthe35-acrerulehas been expressedbytheincreasing 
numbers of35-acrelots beingcreated,notonlyin theTown ofReedsburg,butalsoin many 
surroundingTowns withsimilarzoningdesignations.  Thenetresultof35-acrelots includes 
widelyscatteredresidentialdevelopmentthatoften conflicts withagricultureoperations 
(from theperspectiveofhouses beingbuiltin agriculturefields);conflictbetween suburban 
residents andruralfarmingoperations;andquitesimplytheloss ofagriculturelanditself. 
From anaturalresources perspective,the35-acrelotsizehas causedan increasednumberof 
landdivisions in environmentallysensitiveareas wherehousingmaybedetrimentaltothe 
protection ofcriticalhabitat.  Ruralhousingcan alsoserveas avehicletotheintroduction of 
exoticinvasivespecies. Examples oftheshortcomings ofthis rulearenumerous. 

On theotherhand,thesuccess ofthe35-acrerulehas alsobeen quiteapparent.  Simply,it 
has and,toacertain degree,continues topreserveboththerurallandscapeas wellas 
agriculturalandnaturalresources areas.  Toillustratethis point,acomparison tothe 
numbers ofnew lots andhousingstarts in ReedsburgtoaTown thatdoes nothave 
ExclusiveAgricultureis quitenoticeableas indicatedbythepopulation andhousing 
compa
 l iayssnI tnvenorrisons providedin the ya dAn  chapterofthis Plan.  Examples ofthe

successes ofthis rulearenumerous. 

As partoftheplanningprocess,discussions withtheComprehensivePlan Committeetook 
placeandresultedin thedevelopmentofan option tothe35-acrerule.  As partofthis 
discussion,theCommitteeutilizedthreeprimarybuild-outscenarios.  Theseoptions are 
discussedlaterin this chapter. 

Areai iltrroraE t txraeinht - Currently,higherdensitydevelopments (definedas lotsizes
Wi
of2acres orless)areconcentratedwithin theCity’s ETarea.  Theseincludethesingle-
familyresidentialsubdivisions (LaBansky,OakCrest,EagleRidge,Fawn Valley)as wellas 
somesmallerlotresidentialdevelopmentalongCountyHighways V andK northandsouth 
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Town ofReedsburgComprehensivePlan ChapterEleven:LandUse 

oftheCityandcommercialdevelopmenteastalongSTH 33.  Thepolicies in this plan call 
forbothnew developmentandredevelopmentoftheserecognizedareas tomeetmuchof 
thegrowthdemands in thefuturein ordertopreservemuchoftheruralcharacterofthe 
Town,primeagriculturallands,andenvironmentallysignificantlands outsideoftheETarea. 
Theplan alsodirects anynew subdivision developmentwithin theETareaoftheCityof 
Reedsburgwhilerecognizingthefactthattheremaybesomeconflicts withtheCity’s Plan. 
Discussion whichoccurredduringtheIntergovernmentalForum withtheCityandthe 
Town shouldcontinuetodeterminewhetherornotstandards couldbedeveloped,which 
mayincludearequirementforprivatelyownedcommunitywaterandsewerfacilities,to 
adequatelyensurethatthenew developmenttakes placein adensitypattern andmannerthat 
can beefficientlyservicedin thefuturebytheCityshouldthedevelopmentbeannexed. 

LosofRe

Forpurposes in theTown ofReedsburg,alotofrecordis definedas alandareadesignated 
on aplatofsurvey,certifiedsurveymap,ordescribedin aconveyancerecordedin theSauk 
CountyRegisterofDeeds officewhichcompliedwiththezoninglaws in existencewhen the 
propertywas originallydividedand/orrecordedbutwhichmaynolongercomplywiththe 
currentminimum landareawithin theapplicablezoningdistrict.  Suchlandareamaybe 
utilizedtoprovidespacenecessaryforonemain buildingandits accessorybuildings oruses. 
Saidin simplerterms,itis alandareaundersingleownershipthatis less than 35acres and 

However,itmustbepointedoutthatsomeoftheselots maynotmeettherequirements of 
otherapplicableregulations includingShorelandandFloodplain zoning. Priortoissuingany 
permits forbuildingon theselots,verification oftheirlotofrecordstatus anda 

dcor 

whihe i dpi h d i fEx lsieAgi l eZoningbytheTo fst rtot t tc x e ro ea op on o cu v rcu ur wn o
Redsb gin 1990 Map11-3Lo fRe dsh hel i fe i ingl fr di ht ws t t st t n te ur  o cor o oca on o x os o ecor e. 
To  Iti i dth h n 90l fr dandd l blei heTo fst t t et t n twn. s e mae a mor a os o ecor eveopa wn o
Redsb gb do h i ftheEx lsieAgi l l ningdi in t nt t st te ur ase erequreme s o cu v rcu ura zo rc. 

d mi i h ppli bili foh ni i s sh ldb debytht t s tot t t nteer na on a ea ca yo erzo ngrequreme ou ema e 
SaukCountyPlanning& ZoningDepartment. 

t

11.3 AlternativeDevelopmentScenariosAnalysis

 As partoftheplanningprocess,lengthy 
discussions tookplaceoveraperiodof6 
months tobothidentifythestrengths and 
weaknesses ofthe35acreruleandto 
proposeworkablealternatives thatserveas a 
win (orcompromise)situation forall.  This 
process tookplaceunderaformalconsensus 
process discussedunderChapterThree: 
PlanningIssuesandOpportunitiesas wellas 
generaldiscussion bytheComprehensive 
Plan Committeethroughouttheplanning 
process.  Itshouldbepointedoutthatthe 
alternativedevelopmentscenarioanalysis 
focusedon theareas within theTown that 
lieoutsideoftheCityofReedsburg’s ET 
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Town ofReedsburgComprehensivePlan ChapterEleven:LandUse 

boundaryin lieuoftheCity’s existingCompPlan andtheapplicablestatutoryrule. 

ToaidtheCommitteewiththediscussion,theyfirstcreatedalistofpossibilities basedon 
currentzoningas wellas desiredoutcomes basedon theTown’s futuregoals.  The 
committeeexploredmorethan 10alternatives beforetheybegan tofocus on threebuild-out 
scenarios fortheTown. A description andsummaryofthediscussion regardingeachof 
thesescenarios is as follows: 

cresh 3e ouseperOnehouseper35acres (seealsoMa 11-4On 5 a ).:p
Scenarioonereferences thecurrentapproachof1houseper35acres.  This scenariowas 
utilizedtoillustratethepotentialfullbuild-outoftheTown ofReedsburgiftheTown 
weredividedinto35-acrelots respectively.  This build-outeffectivelyrepresents adensity 
ofonehouseper35acres owned.  Concerns toconsiderin this scenarioincludethefact 
thatnoteverylandownerwillbewillingtoparceltheirlandinto35acrelots,whichis in 
partonereason whythe35acrerulehas been successfulin preservinglands.  A second 
issueincludes thefactthatnotalllands arereadilyaccessibleto35-acrelotcreation and 
varyingimpacts associatedwithotherregulations. Consideringthis wouldbeastatus quo 
approach,theCommitteedidnotfeelthatthis wouldbethedirection theywouldliketo 
seetheTown goin thefuture. 

oOn :eS icenar‹


h 3e ouseperlsoMap11-5 On 5
oTwo:Onehouseper35acres clustered(seeaS icenar‹

). Sl dtusereCacres cenariotworeferences scenariooneonlyeachnew homeis clustered


on a1to5acrelotrespectivelywithan easementplacedon theremainingacreagefora 
periodof20years.  Althoughthis scenariomaystillhaveinherentissues,itwas discussed 
andagreedupon thatthis density-basedprovision shouldapplytoalllands in theTown 
outsideoftheCity’s ETboundary,even thosewhichmaynothavemetaccessibility 
requirements orotherrequirements underScenarioOne.  Possiblebenefits includethe 
abilityofrurallandowners toselloffnon-productivelands fordevelopmentpurposes 
whilemaintainingandpreservingproductiveagriculturallands andlargecontiguous 
blocks offorestry.  Also,thereis an increasedpotentialforlandowners tobewillingto 
selllots ofless than 35acres withoutimpactingtheirfarmingoperations toagreat 
degreeandcreateadditionaltaxbasefortheTown ofReedsburg. 

:reeS icenaroTh
directedtospecificgrowthareas throughaTransferofDevelopmentRights program 
thatwouldsitethedevelopmentin atypeofsubdivision developmentpattern andata 
specificlocation whilekeepingtheremainingportion ofthetypepreservedin arelatively 
open agriculturallandusepattern. Severalcommitteemembers thoughtthis wouldbe 
theidealsituation tomeetalloftheplanninggoals establishedbythecommittee. 
However,throughtheplanningprocess andin additionaldiscussions withdevelopment 
andfinancialprofessionals,itwas determinedthatthis typeofproposalhas toomany 
hurdles tocross from an educationalstandpointwiththegeneralpublic,thefinancial 
field,andtherealtoranddevelopmentbackgrounds tobecomeareality. Anotherissueto 
address wouldbewheretolocatethedevelopmentareas andhow toservethem 
appropriatelywiththeappropriatetypeandamountofinfrastructure,i.e. roads,water, 
sewer,utilities,etc.  As aresult,this maybealongrangegoalfortheTown toexplorein 
thefuture 

A densityofonehousingunitper35acres withalldevelopment
‹
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Town ofReedsburgComprehensivePlan	 ChapterEleven:LandUse 

ThroughtheCommittee’s examination ofthescenarios coupledwiththeconsensus process 
andgeneraldiscussion itbecameevidentthatthe1houseper35acres was notthepreferred 
option in terms ofadensitypattern.  Additionally,thePlanningCommitteefeltstronglythat 
new options needtobemadeavailabletoruralpropertyowners duetothechangingnature 
oftherealestatemarketin terms ofdemandas wellas thechanges andchallenges tothe 
agriculturalindustry.  As aresult,theCommitteechoseScenario2as theirpreferred 
alternative.  Theyfeltthatthis alternativewouldbethebesttotreatalllandowners thesame, 
providean opportunitytorurallandowners toselloffsomenon-productivelands forextra 
incomewhichmayin-turn allow them toreinvestin theiragriculturaloperations,providea 
supplyofhousingopportunities tothepublic,andbetterlocatenew housingwithin the 
Town soas nottobein conflictwithexistingorfutureagriculturaloperations as wellas 
protectandpreserveimportantenvironmentalfeatures.  This choicewas basedon a 
consensus approachusedwiththeCommitteetofindachoicethatwas acceptabletoall 
members ofthediversegroup. 

Pr errdS icenaroefe14.1

As aresultofthePlanningCommittees discussion overasixmonthperiod,thepreferred 
alternativethatwas chosen thatbestfits withtheinputreceivedduringcommitteemeetings, 
theresults ofthecommunitysurveyandwhichshouldfulfilltheFivePlanningGoals ofthe 
Town ofReedsburgwas ScenarioTwo(Map11-5),withafew clarifications and 
modifications.  Theportions ofthis scenarioon whichthePlanningCommitteereached 
consensus on includedthefollowingclarifications: 

‹	
 ThedensitypolicyoftheTown ofReedsburgoutsideoftheETareais 35 
acres perhousingunit 

‹	
 Basedon this densitypolicyprovision,landowners willhaveachoicein the 
futuretodecideiftheywishtoselloff35acre(orlarger)lots fornew 
housingoriftheywishtocreatea1to5acrelot(applyingtheclustering 
option)withan easementon thedifferenceoftheremainingacreage.  In 
essence,ifapropertyownercreates a3acrelot,theywouldplacean open 
spaceeasementon 32acres tomeetthe35acredensityprovisions. 

‹	
 Theeasementwillbeforaterm of20years,in essenceaonegeneration 
decision. 

‹	
 Farm consolidations – thecommitteefeltthatthis alternativeshouldbe 
madeavailabletoonlythoselandowners thatoperatefarm operations,as 
determinedbymeetingtherequirements oftheFarmlandPreservation 
Program in terms ofminimum acreageandincome. 

In addition,acomponentofthepreferredscenarioon whichconsensus was notreached 
includedapotentiallimiton thenumberoflanddivisions overacertain periodoftimein 
ordertobettermanagegrowth,assess theimpacts ofthis new direction,andbettermeetthe 
planninggoals andsurveyresults oftheplanningprocess.  Basedon this component,the 
Committeedevelopedtwoalternatives,withapreferencegiven tothefirstalternative. 
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Town ofReedsburgComprehensivePlan	 ChapterEleven:LandUse 

‹	
 Alternative1:Limitof3landdivisions in a10yearperiod.  A landdivision 
refers toalanddivision ofless than 40acres.  This alternativewouldlimitthe 
numberofdivisions ofless than 40acres (ieclusters percontiguous 
property)to3in a10yearperiod,orin essence6in an 11yearperiod.  Some 
ofthereasons forthis preferredalternativeinclude:slowerpaceofgrowth, 
steadyorgradualregulatedgrowthin ruralarea,andallows theTown to 
betterassess theconsequences ofclusteringoveraperiodoftime.  Two 
futurelandusescenarios,oneataten yearandoneatatwentyyear 
increment,wereconstructedbasedon this alternative.  Theseareshown in 
Maps11-7 and11-8. 

‹	
 Alternative2:Limitof3divisions in a5yearperiod.  This alternativefollows 
thecurrentrestrictions in placewithin theSaukCountyCodeofOrdinances. 
This alternativewouldlimitthenumberofdivisions ofless than 40acres (ie 
clusters percontiguous property)to3in a5yearperiod,orin essence6in an 
6yearperiod.  Someofthereasons this was supportedwere:thatitdoesn’t 
treatlargerpropertyowners unfairly,is theleastrestrictive,is areasonable 
rateofgrowth,moreflexibilitytolargelandowners,andthatitplaces 20year 
easements on propertyin afasterfashion ifclusteringis used. 

Itwas theintentoftheCommitteetoadvancethis preferredscenarioandpreferred 
alternativetothepublicforreview andcommentatthepublicopen houseandpublic 
hearingtogain additionalfeedbackbeforefinalizingthescenarioas thefinalpolicy. 

11.5 FutureLandUses 

Futurelanduses arein partofprocess ofprojectingtrends intothefuturetodeterminethe 
demandthatwillbeplacedon acommunityrelativetomaintaininglandin its currentland 
useorconvertingittoan alternativelanduse.  In ordertostudythedemandoffutureland 
uses in theTown ofReedsburgtwofactors willbeconsidered.  Thefirstofthesefactors 
looks atpopulation projections overtime,andmorespecifically
 iolPopuatnP

 Thesecondfactorutilizes assumptions th
iojtecro n4,which


tnvenoreris notedunderChapt TwoI yan iyssdAnal . at

thegrowthoftheReedsburgareawillcontinueas USH 12is expandedandtheW isconsin 
Dells areacontinues toexperienceincreasedgrowthtrends. FuturelandUses arebroken 
down intoresidential,commercial,agricultural,andnaturalresources. 

‹	
 FutureResidentialLandUses

 In briefreview,thepopulation in 
Town ofReedsburghistoricallyhas 
shown adecreasein thelast20-plus 
years accordingtocensus figures (1980-
2000).  Logicallyspeaking,itseems 
realisticthatthis trendwillmostlikely 
reverseitselfin thefuture,specifically 
in lieuoftheamountofnew 
developmentthathas taken placesince 
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Town ofReedsburgComprehensivePlan ChapterEleven:LandUse 

1999in theTown andthefactthatthepopulation oftheSaukCountyHealthCareCenter 
has becomemorestable. However,thesecondfactortoconsiderwillbeacompleted4-lane 
U.S. Highway12corridorwhichwillprovideforaquickercommutebetween theW isconsin 
DellandtheCityofMadison’s westsidecoupledwiththepossibilityofcluster 
developments andadditionaldevelopmentin theETareaoftheCityofReedsburg. 
Althoughitis notknown exactlyhow thesefactors willimpactthepopulation in theTown, 
orwhatimpacttheothercomponents willhave,itis surmisedthatthepopulation willmost 
likelyresemblethatofPopulation Projection 4resultingin roughly87additionalpeopleover 
athefirst10yearperiod(2000-2010)androughly149additionalpeopleoverthesecond10 
yearperiod(2010-2020). Itshouldbenotedherethatthis projection is alsobasedon an 
assumption thattheaveragenumberofresidents perhouseholdwillcontinuetodecline 
beforelevelingoutaround2.5perhousehold,whichis relativelythesameaverageas Sauk 
CountyandW isconsin. 

Given this abstractanalysis,andbasedon Population andHousingProjection 4,theTown 
can expectapproximately146new single-familyresidences,orroughly7houses peryear 
until2020. 

Partoftheanalysis foridentifyingfutureresidentiallanduses firstlooks atthepotential 
demandforadditionalhousingunits,butitalsomustconsiderwhereresidentialstructures 
havebeen builtin thepasttodeterminewherethenew residences willmostlikelybebuilt. 
Between theyears 1990and2003,therehavebeen atotalof82new single-familyhomes 
builtin theTown.  Themajorityofthesehomes werebuiltin theruralareas,withafew also 
beingconstructedin theETarea.  Given this trend,itcan beassumedthatthemajorityof 
new housingwillcontinuetobelocatedin ruralareas.  However,this Plan,alongwiththe 
previous plan oftheTown,officiallyrecognizes theETareaoftheCityofReedsburgas a 
residentialgrowtharea.  Tobetteraddress this trendandbringdevelopmenttotheETarea 
tomeetfuturehousingdemand,theComprehensivePlan continues todesignatetheET 
areas as thepreferredareaforresidentialgrowth,butalsotakes theideaofgrowthastep 
furtherbysupportingthedevelopmentofthedevelopmentstandards withtheCityof 
Reedsburgtoaddress theirconcerns andallow developmenttotakeplacein apattern that 
supports higherdensityandthatcan bemoreeasilyandefficientlyservedbycity 
infrastructurein thefuture.  This should,overtime,aidin theredevelopmentand 
developmentoftheseareas. 

Itshouldbenotedthatthis ComprehensivePlan does makespecificreferencetolands tobe 
developedorredevelopedwithin theETareas,whichprimarilycomplimentthelanduses 
specifiedwithin theCity’s ComprehensivePlan,butthatadditionaldiscussions maybe 
necessarybetween theTown andtheCitytoreachan understandingoragreementthatmay 
bebettereffectuatedwiththeadoption ofan officialboundaryagreement. Map11-9 

seLtuure anProposedF dU  c
forbothcommercialandresidentialuses.  Notethatalthoughthecomprehensiveplanning 
law requires thefuturelandusemaptomakereferencetogrowthbasedon 5-year 
increments,itis difficulttodetermine5-yearprojections untiladditionaldiscussions take 
placewiththeCityofReedsburgwithregardtotheETarea,theappropriatedevelopment 
density,andwhetherornotacorporateboundaryagreementis developed. W iththatbeing 

ontinues tooofficiallyrecognizetheETareaas agrowthare
a


said,theacreageprovidedforresidentialdevelopment
 L dtuure anroposeon Map11-9P dF
Useandtheopportunityfornew residentialdevelopmentin theruralareaoftheTown, 
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Town ofReedsburgComprehensivePlan ChapterEleven:LandUse 

utilizingtheclusteringoption,willmeetandexceedthedemandforfuturegrowthbasedon

theprojections in Chapt 2:I yantnvenorer dAnal .iyss

‹

 Fu eComme lLa dUs

Futurecommercialdevelopmentin theTown ofReedsburgis primarilydirectedtoareas 
alongSTH 33in theCity’s ETarea.  This is alsorelativelycomplimentarywiththeCityof 
Reedsburg’s ComprehensivePlan withregardtofuturecommercialuses.  In addition,itis 
fairlyrepresentativeofthemorerecentgrowthtrends in theReedsburgarea,whichtendto 
bepulledtowards USH 12,theBarabooarea,andtheW isconsin Dells area. This Plan also 
supports theestablishmentofag-basedorcottageindustrytypebusinesses throughoutthe 
Town as ameans toprovideadditionalincometoruralpropertyowners,andspecifically 
farm operator.  In eithercase,theReedsburgareawillcontinuetoberecognizedas atrade 
centerandopportunities fortourism andtourism-typebusinesses shouldalsobeencouraged. 

TheComprehensivePlan envisions thatfuturedevelopmentbeprimarilyserviceandretail 
orientatedandincludebusinesses thatservetheagriculturalcommunityandlocalstores that 
primarilyservelocalresidents andtourists.  In consideration oftheexpectedincreases in 
population andthereforelaborforceparticipants,theareas identifiedforcommercialuses 

esnircartu

andindustrialuses within the
 seLtuure andF dUPropose
h l i lysmalli sein lb rf h t20yyt tt t rtspacenecessar omee erea ve ncrea a o orceove enex ears. 

F h h bili ndlik lih dofaddii l eind l db sit  t t t ott st tur ermore ea ya e oo ona c ag u ryorag-reae u nesses,
beingestablishedin theruralportions oftheTown willalsoprovideemployment 
opportunities as well. 

Mapwilladequatelyprovidethe


‹

 Fu eAg

Definingfutureagricultureareas is generally 
easierthan definingfutureresidentialor 
commerciallanduses as agricultureareas (and 

rtu

lnds) einfl dl lybyl lp liy(i  1a  ar uence arge oca o c .e.,
per35)ratherthan marketforces.  The 
establishmentofadensitypolicycoupledwith 
clusterdevelopmentoptions utilizingeasements 
offers aviableoption forthepreservation of 
agriculturallands in largercontiguous blocks. In addition toclusteringoptions andopen 
spaceeasements andas expressedin this planningprocess andbythecommunitysurvey, 
agricultureandfarmingis vitaltomaintainingthecommunitycharacterandtradition as well 
as thecommunity’s economy.  W ithoutastrong,activeandeconomicallysuccessful 
agriculturalbasealongwithinnovativepolicies toprotectagriculturelands andoperations, 
theTown ofReedsburgwillmostlikely,overalongperiodoftime,transition from a 
farmingcommunitytothatofalargelotresidentialsubdivision andsuburban sprawl.  Thus 
thereis meritin utilizingvarious developmentoptions,whichbetterdefineboththe 
protection ofagriculturelands whilestillallowingforresidentialdevelopment.  Thereis also 
meritin definingways thatReedsburgfarmers can continuetobeeconomicallyviable. As a 
resultoftheseefforts,futureagriculturalareas arebestdefinedbyvarious mappingresources 

easeArrtui lrcu
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Town ofReedsburgComprehensivePlan ChapterEleven:LandUse 

includingth
eMap11-9 dL dUse,anPropose Map6-1 L dCan i itcaonfiassli Ctylibapa and

Map6-2Pirm dS .i itneaonl D lope elanFe arm

‹


Likeagriculture,definingfuturenatural 

preservation orprotection ofsignificantnatural 
resources suchas contiguous forestedblocks, 
criticalwildlifecorridors,prairieremnants, 

ra

id  mi oh bi ndthelikst ttream corr ors, cr a as a eare 

tu

onceagain largelyinfluencedbylocalpolicyand 

rtu sourc

d l  Andlk li i hnt  ttv p rc ue eeae eo me g u r. ,

Fu eNa lRe eAreas

s i l i l ht sytresourcearea s rea veymoreea an 
d finingf sid il ilt nte uurere e a orcommerca

lations.  Likeagriculture,theestablishment
http:// pi mar m/Bht tgrow co.tcures
www.
 arabooRan mlthge. regu

ofadensitypolicy,coupledwithclusterdevelopmentoptions,offers aviableoption tothe 
conversion ofnaturalresourceareas into35-acreresidentiallots. As expressedin the 
planningprocess,preservingsignificantnaturalresources is ofahighpriority.  Also,as 
expressedin theCommunitySurvey,thepreservation ofnaturalresources was oneofthe 
highestpriorities.  ProtectingtheTown’s NaturalResourceAreas willtakeaslightlydifferent 
approachthan thepreservation ofagricultureresources,whichprimarilyrelies on ensuring 
theeconomicviabilityandsuccess oftheTowns farmers anduseofdevelopment 
regulations.  Naturalresources willmorelikelyrelyon programs thataim toensure 
continuedprotection suchas purchaseofdevelopmentrights,voluntaryeasements,the 
policies ofthis plan,andofcourse,regulation.  However,likeagriculture,theprotection of 
naturalresources willalsoheavilyrelyon theutilization ofalocaldensitypolicyandfuture 
build-outscenariothataims toprotectidentifiednaturalresourceareas.  Fortheproposes of 
this plan,futurenaturalresources areas arebestdefine
 danF Ptuure roposedbyMap11-9 dL

invronmandMap7-2EUse llS ii Aty ens ve reastena .  In general,areas definedas beingwithin

theBarabooRiverCorridorandTributaries (includingtheNarrows CreekCorridor)have 
been identifiedas requiringthehighestlevelofnaturalresourceprotection andanyfuture 
localpolicies willneedtoreflectthis designation.  Additionally,areas thatalsohave 
significantenvironmentalvalue,includingthenorthern segments oftheBarabooRangeand 
largecontiguous blocks offorestry,arealsorecognizedas highpriorities in terms of 
protection orpreservation.  Finally,theconnectors ofthesevastnaturalresources,the 
criticalwildlifecorridors,shouldbepreservedtoallow fortheconitnuedandsafemovement 
ofwildlifebetween thewoodedcannopies oftheBarabooRangeandotherridgetops tothe 
ecologicallydiverserivercorridors andothersurfacewaterfeatures.  Theexistenceofthese 
corridors is probablythemostprevalentalongSkiHillRoad,wherethenorthern portion of 
theBarabooRangeconverges withtheBarabooRiverCorridor.  Specifically,theNE portion 
ofSection 23,theW 1/2ofSection 24,andtheE1/2ofSections 15and22contain drainage 
corridors thatactas environmentalcorridors andpermitwildlifemovementandhabitat 
connectivitybetween theBarabooRiverCorridorandtheNorthern RangeoftheBaraboo 
Hills as wellas actas surfacewaterdrainageways.  Theseareas shouldbeprotectedand 
preservedfrom additionaldevelopmentin thefuturetominimizeerosion andadversewater 
qualityimpacts as wellas maintain essentialwildlifecorridors.  Pleaserefertothe 

pllS ii Aty ens ve reasE i tnvronmena Ma toview thelocations ofthesewildlifeanddraina
ge

corridors. 
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Town ofReedsburgComprehensivePlan ChapterEleven:LandUse 

SmatGrwthAr

SmartGrowthAreas arestatutorilydefinedas areas thatwillenablethedevelopmentand 
redevelopmentoflands withexistinginfrastructureandmunicipal,stateandutilityservices, 
wherepracticable,orthatwillencourageefficientdevelopmentpatterns thatareboth 
contiguous toexistingdevelopmentandatdensities whichhaverelativelylow municipal, 
stategovernmentalandutilitycosts.  Basedon this definition andthroughan examination of 
theTown as partofthis planningprocess,theprimarysmartgrowthareathathas been 
definedshouldbeconsideredwithin theCity’s ETareaprimarilytotheNorthofthe 
BarabooRiverCorridor.  Theareawillmorethan likelybeservicedbymunicipalutilities in 
thefuture,can beservedin acostefficientmanner,andis contiguous toexisting 
developmentwithasimilarhigh-densitypattern. 

lasTownofRe gComp ePlnGoah ire ensv

eas


d be s ur


or16.

17.

1

1

ltaurahttnleutac

1. 

e
te
laanc


n
. Pr ea de

t

eserv

o

2

3. Prmoeab eb we ntheimp sofh mansett me  wihten

ty.inohh taracePr eten lb ya dr  c roftec mmulrau

Thepredominantfeatures oftheTown ofReedsburg’s rurallandscapeareits small 
familyfarms,rollingagriculturalfields andwoodedhillsides.  This rurallandscapeis 

n

furtherenhancedbyawidearrayofuniquegeologicalandecologicalsystems, 
includingtheBarabooRiver,withits vasthighwayofuniquebranches and 

teau

tributaries.  TheTown aims torecognizeandenhancethenaturalbeautyofthearea 
bypromotingstewardshipofforestedareas,grasslands,theBarabooRiverand 

ra

uniquewetlands thatsupportdiversefloraandfaunaecosystems;as wellas modern 

tau

agriculturalconservation practices,in ordertomaintain theruralcharacterofthe 
communityandthehealthofthearea’s naturalresources. 

heserv

p.sasaturuntresenhn ancethep  a df etxb eoftheTown hi

TheTown ofReedsburg’s presentandfuturedevelopmentopportunities are 
benefitedbyits proximitytotheCityofReedsburgas amajormarketcenterofSauk 
County,transitioningfrom an urban settingtoaproductiveagriculturaleconomy. 
Throughcooperativeefforts withtheCityofReedsburgandSaukCounty,theTown 
strives toestablishintergovernmentalagreements andprograms designedtopromote 
developmentthatreflects andrespects this transition andthecommunity’s character. 
This effortwillfurtherprotectandenhancethediverseruralenvironmentandhigh 
qualityoflifefortheareaas awhole. 

t.nienvronme

Throughpartnerships andopen communication withallunits ofgovernment, 
conservation groups,developers,farmers andcitizens,theTown willpromotethe 
utilization ofstateoftheartpractices andprograms whichprotectnaturalresources 
andin turn enhancethequalityoflifeforthearea’s residents andvisitors.  These 
partnerships willalsoidentifycurrentandpotentialsources ofpollution and 
encouragelandowners tointegratesolutions thatprotectandenhancethequalityof 
water,airandlandresources. 
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Town ofReedsburgComprehensivePlan ChapterEleven:LandUse 

4. PreserveandenhancetheTown’sfamily-farmingtradition. 

In ordertopreservetheTown’s richfarmlandandagriculturaltradition,aviable 
marketforagriculturalproducts andcomplimentarybusiness opportunities mustbe 
identifiedanddeveloped.  Byencouragingdiversification,emergingmarkets for 
agriculturalnicheproducts willhelpimprovetheeconomiclivelihoodoftoday’s 
operations.  Throughtheeffectivepromotion ofag-tourism,consumers willhavean 
opportunitytobecomeconnectedwiththeirfoodsources andachieveabetter 
understandingandappreciation ofthefamilyfarm operation.  Additional 
opportunities forag-relatedorag-compatiblecottageindustries willprovide 
supplementalincomewhilesupplyingtraditionalgoods andservices forthe 
communityandvisitors alike. 

5. Enhancetheavailabilityofhighqualityeducationalopportunities. 

)sl tsysemhq hooi tprvaesc/iclbpuityluaig
htoe
prom(

Highqualityeducationalopportunities arethecornerstones oftoday’s economyand 
community.  Theseopportunities,coupledwiththeidentification oflocalcurriculum 
(employment)needs,willbuildaknowledgeable,innovative,anddedicated 
workforcetofilltheneeds ofagrowinglocalandregionaljobmarket.  Emphasis will 
beplacedon public/privatepartnerships toprovidenontraditionaleducational 
programs outsideoftheclassroom,increasingcivicinvolvement,responsibilityand 
specializedtraining. 

11. 8 LandUseObjectivesandPolicies 

In ordertofurtherandimprovetherelationships oftheTown ofReedsburgwithvarious 
othermunicipaland/orgovernmentalagencies,thefollowingObjectives andPolicies have 
been identified. 

LandUseObjectives: 

LUO-1 PreservetheruralcharacterandintegrityoftheTown ofReedsburgforpresentand 
futuregenerations. 

LUO-2 Promotion ofcooperation between agandnon-agbasedresidents in ordertofoster 
apositiverelationshipandopen communication as changes occurin theagriculturalindustry. 

LUO-6 Encouragelandowners toparticipatein programs thatprotectandrestorestream
 banks likeCREPandotherwaterresourcemanagementprograms. 

LUO-7 Enhancewildlifehabitatbyencouraginglandowners todevelopwildlifesanctuaries,
 toplantsmallfoodplots adequateforsustainabilityandtoeffectivelymanagenuisance
 wildlife. 

LUO-8 Restrictunsightlylanduses suchas quarries,strippingoftopsoil,mining,etc. 
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Town ofReedsburgComprehensivePlan ChapterEleven:LandUse 

ll:haSh Te ownT

LUO-9 Protectprimeagriculturalareas byencouraginghousingtolocatein areas thatare
 notconducivetoproductiveagriculturaloperations. 

LUO-10DirectgrowthwiththeCityofReedsburgnorthoftheBarabooRiverwithafew
 exceptions as follows: 

A)IndustrialareaeastofSouthDeweyAve. 
B) GrowthalongSTH 23northofthewesterlyextentofSkiHillRoadfrom 

OldLoganvilleRoadtoSTH23. 
C)Marginalgrowthon westsideofSTH 23northofK andsouthof33as 

depictedoftheTown’s ProposedFutureLandUseMap. 

LandUsePolicies: 

LUP-1 W orkwiththeCityofReedsburgtoencouragedevelopmentdensities thatcan be
 adequatelyservedin thefuturebyutilities andotherservices in afinanciallyefficient
 manner. 

LUP-2 W orkwithSaukCountyandseektoestablishaPurchaseofDevelopmentRights
 program foragriculturallands in theTown ofReedsburg. 

LUP-3 Guidethelocation offuturedevelopmentawayfrom primeagriculturallands and
 establishedagriculturaloperations. 

LUP-4 Establishavoluntarytransferofdevelopmentrights program tohelppreserveopen
 farm andgreen spaceandenvironmentallysensitiveareas. 

LUP-5 Utilizeestablishedcriteria(stateand/orcountyrequirements)andlocalobservation
 todefineappropriatesetbacks andbuffers between new housingdevelopmentandexisting
 agriculturaloperations as wellas between new agriculturaloperations andexistinghousing
 developments toreducethepossibilityofconflictinglanduses.  Atsuchtimewhen
 setbacks andbuffers aredefined,includethem as an addendum tothis policy. 

LUP-6 EstablishacommitteeofTown andCityofReedsburgofficials toencouragezoning
 options within theCityofReedsburg’s ET,including,butnotlimitedtozerosetbacklot
 lines fortwofamilydwellings,identifyingareas appropriateforPlannedUnit
 Developments (PUDs)andestablishingatime-baseddevelopmentsystem thatis relative
 totheabilitytoprovideservices. 

LUP-7 Strivetoencourageavarietyoflotsizes within theCityofReedsburg’s ETand
 promotediversehousingdesigns tominimizegeneric“cookiecutter”development. 

LUP-8 Developalandassessmentprocess thatprotects primeagriculturalland,wetlands,
 contiguous woodlands over40acres andprimewildlifehabitatfrom residential
 development. 
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LUP-9 Encouragecooperation withtheCityofReedsburgas wellas surroundingtowns to
 investigategrantandcostsharingprograms tofundroads sharednearboundaries. 

LUP-10 Establishan ArchitecturalReview Boardtodevelopsitingstandards fornew rural 
housingas wellas new agriculturaloperations. 

LUP-11 Offerclusteringhousingas an option toexclusiveagriculture35acrelotsizes ata
 densityidentifiedwithin this plan. 

LUP-12 Createaresidentialdevelopmentgrowthplan withtheCityofReedsburgwhichis
 beneficialtobothparties. 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter 12:Implementation 

Implementation
�

12.0 Purpose
�

A number of the policies in this Comprehensive Plan will notbe automaticallyimplemented and 
follow-up actions will be required for the Plan to become a reality.An example includes the 
developmentof village master plans,or inclusion of information in a town newsletter.However, 
bydefault,manyof the plan policies have been developed in such a manner thatbythemselves 
theyprovide specificguidance to the Town with everydaydecision-making.Thus,the Town of 
Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan takes on two roles.One of these roles provides for everyday 
guidance for decision making bythe Town,whereas the second role provides specificguidance 
or direction to carryforth projects which when completed will serve to aid the Town with the 
full realization of its Vision,goals and objectives. 

This section is meantto provide guidance as to the general process of adopting the 
Comprehensive Plan as well as more specificdetail as to how and when amendments will be 
made to the Plan.This section also provides a ‘timeline of implementation’of all policies in the 
plan as well as recommendations,where needed,as to who will be implementing these policies. 
This section also defines the suggested implementation role of the Plan Commission,Town 
Board,and the ‘Comprehensive Plan Implementation Committee’and establishes an Official 
Map in accordance with State Statutes. 

12.1 Plan Adoption 

The Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan mustbe adopted in such a manner,which 
recognizes a commitmentto implementeach policywithin this Comprehensive Plan.The Plan 
itself will also be adopted as an ordinance,which will allow the Town to enforce its vision,goals, 
objectives,and policies.The Town has also included all of the basicelements of Comprehensive 
Planning and has achieved all fourteen goals of the ‘SmartGrowth’legislation. 

In addition to this achievement,during the developmentof this plan,an extensive public 
participation componentwas included which ensured numerous opportunities for residents and 
landowners,as well as neighboring governments to give input.This opportunity,along with the 
recognition thatthe Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Committee consisted of people 
from all interests and backgrounds,ensured thata plan was developed bythe people and for the 
overall good of the Town.The publicparticipation componentof the planning process is 
summarized in AppendixB:PublicParticipation. 

To coincide with the adoption of the Comprehensive Plan,the Town will utilize its 5-member 
Plan Commission.Itis the intentthatthis Plan will be reviewed bythe Plan Commission with a 
recommendation forwarded onto the Town Board for final Town approval.Upon Town 
approval,the Plan will be forwarded onto the Planning,Zoning and Land Records Committee 
for recommendation to the SaukCountyBoard for final approval and finallybe submitted to the 
State of W isconsin,Departmentof Administration. 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter 12:Implementation 

12.2  Plan M onitoring,Amendments, and Update 

The Town should regularly evaluate it progress towards achieving the policies in this 
Comprehensive Plan, and amend and update the Plan as appropriate.  This section suggests 
recommended criteria and procedures for monitoring, amending,and updating the Plan. 

‹ Plan M onitoring 

The Town should constantly evaluate its decisions on private development proposals, public 
investments, regulations, incentives, and other actions against the recommendation/policies of 
the Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan.  More specifically, for each proposal thatcomes 
before the Town, any recommendation by the Town’s Plan Commission and final action by the 
Town Board should reference any and all plan policies utilized as part of the review and decision 
making process.  This reference maycome in the form of a resolution or minutes officially 
adopted by the Town. 

‹ Plan Amendments 

Amendments may be deemed appropriate or necessary in the years following the adoption and 
implementation of this Comprehensive Plan.  Amendments are generally defined as minor or 
major.  Minor amendments generally include changes to maps or general text.  Major 
amendments are defined as any change to plan policies,thus major amendments will require, ata 
minimum, a public hearing to garner input form the community regarding the amendment(s). 
Any amendment to the Plan must be adopted by Ordinance according to the procedures 
outlined in W is.Stat.§66.0295(4). 

‹ Plan Update 

The State comprehensive planning law requires that the Comprehensive Plan be updated at least 
every ten years.  As opposed to an amendment,an update is often a substantial re-write of the 
Plan document and maps.Further, on January 1, 2010,“any program or action that affects land 
use’ will have to be consistent with locally-adopted comprehensive plans- including zoning and 
subdivision ordinances, annexation, and transportation improvements.  Based on these two 
deadlines,the Town should update its Comprehensive Plan before the year 2014 (i.e.,ten years 
after 2004).  The Town should also monitor any changes to language or interpretations of State 
law though-out the life of the Comprehensive Plan. 

12.3  Role of Implementation 

‹ Town Board 

The Town Board will provide for general oversightof the Plan Commissions activities relative to 
enforcing and monitoring the Comprehensive Plan. The Town Board will also consider any 
current proposals and ensure that they are consistent with this Plan as well as consider Plan 
Commission recommendations for such proposals. 
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‹ Plan Commission 

Itis intended thatthe primarybodyresponsible for the implementation of this Comprehensive 
Plan be the Plan Commission.Implementation bythe Plan Commission will take two forms. 
The firstform comes with the utilization of the Comprehensive Plan for everydaydecision-
making. Itis also recommended thatthe Plan Commission take the role of identifying policies 
within the Plan to supporttheir decision/recommendation to the Town Board.The second 
form of implementation recognizes the role of the Plan Commission to monitor decisions and 
potential conflicts of the Comprehensive Plan as itapplies to implementation and applying the 
policies within itto developmentproposals.This workshould be based on the premise thatthis 
Committee will be the ‘work-horse’behind the implementation of manyPlan policies. 

12.4 Implementation Timeline andRecommendedCoursesofAction 

This section provides a summaryof the actions thatthe Town should complete in order 
implementthis Comprehensive Plan.This summaryhas been broken down byeach element 
and elements’policies to include a minimum recommended course of action and timeframe for 
implementation.Each policyhas also been assigned a representative bodycharged with the 
primaryimplementation of the policy.An asterisk(*)indicates those policies thatare 
automaticallyimplemented upon the adoption of the Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan. 

HOUSING 

Policy Implementation Timeframe Representative Body 

HP-1 ShortTerm Architectural Review Board 
HP-2 ShortTerm Plan Commission/ Town Board 
HP-3 ShortTerm Architectural Review Board 
HP-4 Long Term Plan Commission/Town Board 
HP-5 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
HP-6 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
HP-7 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
HP-8 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
HP-9 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
HP-10 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
HP-11 ShortTerm Architectural Review Board 
HP-12 ShortTerm Architectural Review Board 
HP-13 ShortTerm Plan Commission/Town Board 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter 12:Implementation 

AGRICULTURE RESOURCES
�

Policy Implementation Timeframe Representative Body 

ARP-1 Ongoing Plan Commission/ Town Board 
ARP-2 Long Term Plan Commission/ Town Board 
ARP-3 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
ARP-4 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
ARP-5 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
ARP-6 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
ARP-7 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
ARP-8 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
ARP-9 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
ARP-10 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 

UTILITIES & COM M UNITY FACILITIES
�

Policy Implementation Timeframe Representative Body 

UCRP-1 ShortTerm Architectural Review Board 
UCRP-2 ShortTerm Plan Commission/Town Board 
UCRP-3 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
UCRP-4 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
UCRP-5 ShortTerm Plan Commission/Town Board 
UCRP-6 ShortTerm Plan Commission/Town Board 

TRANSPORTATION
�

Policy Implementation Timeframe Representative Body 

TP-1 Ongoing Plan Commission/ Town Board 
TP-2 Ongoing Architectural Review Board 
TP-3 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
TP-4 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
TP-5 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
TP-6 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
TP-7 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
TP-8 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
TP-9 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 

ECONOM IC DEVELOPM ENT
�

Policy Implementation Timeframe Representative Body 

EDP-1 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
EDP-2 ShortTerm Architectural Review Board 
EDP-3 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
EDP-4 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
EDP-5 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
EDP-6 ShortTerm Plan Commission/Town Board 
EDP-7 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Chapter 12:Implementation 

NATURAL RESOURCES
�

Policy Implementation Timeframe Representative Body 

NRP-1 Ongoing Architectural Review Board 
NRP-2 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
NRP-3 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
NRP-4 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
NRP-5 ShortTerm Plan Commission/Town Board 
NRP-6 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
NRP-7 ShortTerm Plan Commission/Town Board 
NRP-8 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
NRP-9 ShortTerm Plan Commission/Town Board 
NRP-10 ShortTerm Architectural Review Board 
NRP-11 Ongoing Architectural Review Board 
NRP-12 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 

INTERGOVERNM ENTAL COOPERATION
�

Policy Implementation Timeframe Representative Body 

ICP-1 ShortTerm Plan Commission/Town Board 
ICP-2 Ongoing Plan Commission/ Town Board 
ICP-3 ShortTerm Plan Commission/Town Board 
ICP-4 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
ICP-5 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
ICP-6 ShortTerm Plan Commission/Town Board 
ICP-7 ShortTerm Plan Commission/Town Board 
ICP-8 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
ICP-9 ShortTerm Plan Commission/Town Board 
ICP-10 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 

LAND USE
�

Policy Implementation Timeframe Representative Body 

LUP-1 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
LUP-2 ShortTerm Plan Commission/ Town Board 
LUP-3 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
LUP-4 Long Term Plan Commission/Town Board 
LUP-5 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
LUP-6 ShortTerm Plan Commission/Town Board 
LUP-7 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
LUP-8 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
LUP-9 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
LUP-10 Ongoing Architectural Review Board 
LUP-11 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
LUP-12 ShortTerm Plan Commission/Town Board 
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IM PLEM ENTATION
�

Policy Implementation Timeframe Representative Body 

LUP-1 ShortTerm Plan Commission/Town Board 
LUP-2 Ongoing Plan Commission/ Town Board 
LUP-3 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
LUP-4 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
LUP-5 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
LUP-6 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 
LUP-7 Ongoing Plan Commission/Town Board 

12.5 ConsistencyAmongPlan Elements 

The State Comprehensive Planning statute requires thatthe implementation element,“describe 
how each of the elements of the Comprehensive Plan shall be integrated and made consistent 
with the other elements of the Comprehensive Plan.” Preparing the various elements of the 
Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan simultaneouslyhas ensured thatthere are no known 
internal inconsistencies between the differentelements of this Plan. 

12.6 Official M apping 

As a partof this planning process,the Town of Reedsburg has created an Official Map in 
accordance with the provisions of the State Statutes showing the location of future roads,park 
facilit  et.This doc ii Map. Again,his map coincidesies, c umentis provided as Map 12-1, Offcal  t
and compliments the provisions contained within the Cityof Reedsburg’s Comprehensive Plan 
with a few exceptions where disagreements existed.Along with the adoption of this Plan by 
ordinance,the Official Map of the Town of Reedsburg will also be adopted byordinance and 
therebybecome effective. 

12.7 Annual Review ofthe Implementation Progress 

Itis intended thatprior to each annual meeting,the Plan Commission and Town Board jointly 
review the Vision,Goals,Objectives and Policies of this Comprehensive Plan to ensure thatthe 
Plan has been adhered to and to also ensure its continued implementation.This will be 
particularlyimportantfor those policies thatdo nothave an asterisk(*)which in effectare 
policies thatrequire additional workas partof their implementation.Itis also intended thatat 
each annual meeting an update be provided which summarizes both how when policies of the 
Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan have been/will be implemented.This process of 
review and summarywill also offer the Plan Commission and Town Board an opportunityto 
identifywhatpolicies maybe implemented with the assistance of the Implementation 
Committee during the nextyear. 
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CommunitySurveySummary 
Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix A: Survey and Results 

Land Use: 

According to Survey Question 35, the three most important land use issues identified in 
the Town of Reedsburg, listed in order of importance, are: 1. protection of water 
resources, 2. scenic beauty, and 3. cropland disappearance.  In addition, the Town’s 
natural beauty and small town atmosphere were the 2nd and 4th most important reasons 
why families choose to live in the Town of Reedsburg.  In addition, within the City or 
within the City’s ET were the two highest choices as to where new housing should be 
created as well as new industry or commercial development.  In terms of agricultural land 
use, survey respondents were typically supportive of livestock operations with up to 500 
animals, with no limits necessarily on grazing, crop farming or forestry operations.  
According to the responses to Survey Questions 21 & 22, there is support for small 
commercial offices, ag-related, and tourism and entertainment based businesses while 
more general commercial and industrial establishments are not preferred.  The 
development of recreational-based and open space uses was also supported throughout 
the survey.   

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix A: Survey and Results 

Town of Reedsburg Survey Question Results
 

Question 1 What Type of 
Residence do you Live In? 

Single 
Family, 

Non-Farm 

Single 
Family 
Farm 

Mobile 
Home 

Part-time / 
Vacation Home 

Land 
Owner 
Only 

Other Total 

Raw Score 8 22 1 1 8 1 41 

Percent 19.51% 53.66% 2.44% 2.44% 19.51% 2.44% 100.00% 

Percent of total Survey Respondents 39.05% 

Question 2 - If you own land in the 
Town of Reedsburg, what is the 

primary use? 

Ag/Working 
Farm 

Non-Farm 
Residence 

Farm 
Related 

Business 

Recreational 
Land 

Other Total other comments 

Raw Score 27 56 1 4 6 94 woodland, recreation/hobby 
farm, horses, investment 

and sales Percent 28.72% 59.57% 1.06% 4.26% 6.38% 100.00% 

Percent of Total Survey Respondents 89.52% 

Question 3 - In what year did you 
become a Town of Reedsburg 

Property Owner/Resident? 
2000 - 2003 1995 - 1999 1990 - 1994 1980 - 1989  1970 - 1979 

1969 or 
earlier Total 

Raw Score 12 11 20 22 21 16 102 

Percent of Raw Score 11.76% 10.78% 19.61% 21.57% 20.59% 15.69% 100.00% 

Percent of Total Survey Respondents 97.14% 

Question 4. Approximately 
how many total acres in the 

Town of Reedsburg do 
members of your household 

own? 

None 
(Renter) 

Less than 
1 acre 

1 to 5 
acre(s) 

6 to 20 
acres 

21 to 35 
acres 

36 to 100 
acres 

101 to 
200 acres 

More than 
200 acres Total 

Raw Score 0 14 31 19 2 14 14 7 101 

Percent 0.00% 13.86% 30.69% 18.81% 1.98% 13.86% 13.86% 6.93% 100.00% 

Percent of Total Survey Respondents 96.19% 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 



                                                             
 

        
 

 
 
 

    

 

 

 
 

        
   
    

 

    

        
           

 

    

     
      

   

  

    

      
  

  

 

    

        
 

     
 

          
 

 

    

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix A: Survey and Results 

Questin 5. What is your employment 
status? Employed full time 

Employed part 
time Unemployed 

Self-
employed Retired Other Total 

Raw Score 54 3 0 21 24 0 102 

Percent 52.94% 2.94% 0.00% 20.59% 23.53% 0.00% 100.00% 

Percent of Total Survey Respondents 97.14% 

Questin 6. Where do you work? At-home/on farm In Sauk County 
Outside of Sauk 
County (in WI) Out of State Total 

Raw Score 17 54 9 3 83 

Percent 20.48% 65.06% 10.84% 3.61% 100.00% 

Percent of Total Survey Respondents 79.05% 

Note: some have two jobs 

Question 7. How far do you travel 
to work? 

At-home/on 
farm 

0 to 10 
miles 

11 to 20 
miles 

21 to 40 
miles 

40 miles 
or more 

Total 

Raw Score 17 46 12 3 6 84 

Percent 20.24% 54.76% 14.29% 3.57% 7.14% 100.00% 

Percent of Total Survey Respondents 80.00% 

Question 8. What is the total number of 
adults (18+), including yourself, living in the 

household? 
one two three four or 

more 
Total 

Raw Score 8 80 12 2 102 

Percent 7.84% 78.43% 11.76% 1.96% 100.00% 

Percent of Total Survey Respondents 97.14% 

Question 9. How many children 
(under 18), live in the household? 

none one two three four five or 
more 

Total 

Raw Score 65 13 11 5 1 1 96 

Percent 67.71% 13.54% 11.46% 5.21% 1.04% 1.04% 100.00% 

Percent of Total Survey Respondents 91.43% 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 



                                                             
 

        
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  

 

  
 

  

  
  

  

 

  

 

  

 

   

    

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

    

                         
       

  

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix A: Survey and Results 

Question 10. What is your 
household income range? 

less than 
$15,000.00

 $15,000 
to 

$24,999

 $25,000 
to 

$49,999

 $50,000 
to 

$74,999

 $75,000 
to 

$99,999

 $100,000 
or more 

Total 

Raw Score 4 7 31 28 13 11 94 

Percent 4.26% 7.45% 32.98% 29.79% 13.83% 11.70% 100.00% 

Percent of Total Survey Respondents 89.52% 

Question 11. Rank by order of importance the reasons for which you and your family 
choose to live in the Town of Reedsburg 

Raw Score Rank 

Number of 
Respondents 

to each 
question 

Percent of 
Total Survey 
Respondents 

Agriculture 7.02 9 54 51.43% 

Appearance of Homes 7.3 11 56 53.33% 

Community Services 8.9 13 51 48.57% 

Cost of Homes 6.36 6 61 58.10% 

Historical Significance 10.71 15 42 40.00% 

Low Crime Rate 6.62 7 60 57.14% 

Natural Beauty 4.22 2 65 61.90% 

Near Family & Friends 4.27 3 63 60.00% 

Near Job or Employment 
Opportunities 

3.35 1 60 57.14% 

Property taxes 7.9 12 51 48.57% 

Quality Neighborhoods 5.69 5 58 55.24% 

Quality Schools 6.77 8 60 57.14% 

Recreational Opportunities 7.22 10 59 56.19% 

Small Town Atmosphere 4.96 4 71 67.62% 

Inherited Family Farm 9.14 14 21 20.00% 

Other reasons listed: 3.36 n/a 11 10.48% 

Total 103.79 

Other reasons listed: Purchased Family Farm, Convenience, Investment 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix A: Survey and Results 

Question 12: Housing is 
an important part of how a 
community grows. How 
do you agree with each of 

the following? 

Strongly 
Agree Percentage Agree Percentage Disagree Percentage 

Strongly 
disagree Percentage 

No 
opinion Percentage 

Total 
Respondents 

Percent of 
Total Survey 
Respondents 

Your local jurisdiction 
should focus on 

maintaining (up-keep 
existing housing quality) 

24 58.54% 12 29.27% 1 2.44% 0 0.00% 4 9.76% 41 39.05% 

Singly family housing is 
needed 

1 0.00% 18 46.15% 6 15.38% 4 10.26% 10 25.64% 39 37.14% 

Duplexes (2 units) are 
needed 

0 0.00% 5 13.16% 11 28.95% 10 26.32% 12 31.58% 38 36.19% 

Apartments (3 or more 
unites) are needed 

0 0.00% 14 15.05% 24 25.81% 30 32.26% 25 26.88% 93 88.57% 

Affordable housing is 
needed in the Town 

21 21.43% 32 32.65% 15 15.31% 12 12.24% 18 18.37% 98 93.33% 

Elderly housing is needed 
in the Town 

18 18.95% 35 36.84% 14 14.74% 8 8.42% 20 21.05% 95 90.48% 

Starter (first time buyer) 
homes are needed in the 

Town 
18 18.37% 31 31.63% 18 18.37% 12 12.24% 19 19.39% 98 93.33% 

Question 13. Which of the following options below best describes your ideas of what 
types of new housing should be located in the Town. Rank 1 4. 

Raw Score Rank 

Number of 
Respondents 

to each 
question 

Percent 
Percent of 

Total Survey 
Respondents 

Multi-family not to eceed 
four units in a single family 

building 
3.19 4 72 4.43% 

68.57% 

Single Family Only 1.28 1 87 1.47% 
82.86% 

Mixed use, such as single 
family unit above a 

business on a lower level. 
2.74 2 72 3.81% 

68.57% 
A mixture of A,B, & C 2.95 3 80 3.69% 76.19% 

Comments: Where services are not provided, the City has no business dictating development. We 
live in the Town by choice.  We chose not to live in the City. 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix A: Survey and Results 

Question 14. Do you support 
residential subdivision 

development with the City s extra 
territitoral areas (I.e. within 1.5 

miles on City limit) where existing 
services are already provided (e.g. 

utilities, major road ways, etc.)? 

Yes No 
Need more 
information 
to answer 

Total 

Raw Score 43 34 18 95 

Percent 45.26% 35.79% 18.95% 100.00% 

Percent of Total Survey Respondents 90.48% 

Question 15. Would you prefer housing built 
in a traditional layout of one house per 35 

acres or a cluster design of houses on smaller 
lots surrounded by open space? 

One house on 
each 35 acres 

Houses 
clusteredd on 

small contiguous 
lots 

Standard 
Subdivision 

Development 
No Building 

More 
Information 

Needed 
Total 

Raw Score 29 29 12 16 12 98 

Percent 29.59% 29.59% 12.24% 16.33% 12.24% 59.18% 

Percent of Total Survey Respondents 93.33% 

Question 16. Which of the following 
options below best describes your ideas of 
where new housing should be located in 
the Town # 1 = most desirable idea for 

new housing, # 5 = least desirable idea for 
new housing. 

Lands annexed to the 
City of Reedsburg for 

development purposes 

Within 1.5 miles 
of the City of 

Reedsburg (the 
extra territorial 

area) 

Within or near 
existing rural 

concentrations of 
homes (4 or more 

lots) 

In a cluster of 
development of 1 
to 3 small "rural" 

lots 

Scattered on 
large lots (35+ 

acres) throughout 
the Town 

Directed to newly 
proposed rural 

subdivisions (4 or 
more lots) 

No new 
additional 
housing in 
the rural 

areas of the 
Town (more 

than 1.5 
miles outside 
of the City) 

Responses 

Total Score 181 219 213 201 243 240 205 

Total of those that chose to respond 67 74 64 68 68 58 64 

Average Score 2.7 2.95 3.33 2.96 3.57 4.14 3.2 

Rank 1 2 5 3 6 7 4 

Percent of Total Survey Respondents 63.81% 70.48% 60.95% 64.76% 64.76% 55.24% 60.95% 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 



                                                             
 

        
 

        
    

 

    

        
         

        
       
      

 

    

  
  

  

 

     

  
 

  
  

  

 
 

 

                    
                    

 
 

 

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix A: Survey and Results 

Question 17a. Are you in favor of the 
Town remaining zoned Exclusive 

Agriculture? 
Yes No Unsure Total 

Raw Score 47 35 15 97 

Percent 48.45% 36.08% 15.46% 100.00% 

Percent of Total Survey Respondents 92.38% 

Question 17b. Are you in favor of haing 
the ability to create lots of less than 35 
acres to build a house in exchange for 
an agreement that a certain portion of 

your property would remain as currently 

Yes No Unsure Total 

Raw Score 43 38 15 96 

Percent 44.79% 39.58% 15.63% 100.00% 

Percent of Total Survey Respondents 91.43% 

(Example: You own 40 acres and want to sell 5 acres to build a house. In exchange, you continue
 
to use your remaining 35 acres for farming, recreational purposes etc., but agree not to build more housing on it.)
 

Question 17c. Are you in favor of 
increasing or decreasing the 

minimum 35 acres to build a new 
house? 

Yes No Total 

Raw Score 50 39 89 

Percent 56.18% 43.82% 100.00% 

Percent of Total Survey Respondents 84.76% 

Suggestions for 
increasing or 

decreasing minimum 

1 acre 2 acres 3 acres 10 acres 15-20 acres 

acreage 
14 5 2 26 5 

Percent of 
Respondents 15.73% 5.62% 2.25% 29.21% 5.62% 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 



                                                             
 

        
 

 

    
  

 

  

 

 

    

 

                

   

 

 
 

                       

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix A: Survey and Results 

Question 18.  Do you feel there are adequate 
Agriculture support and complimentary 

services in Sauk County to keep Agriculture 
businesses in the Town of Reedsburg 

economically viable? 

Yes No Unsure Total 

Raw Score 53 13 32 98 

Percent 54.08% 13.27% 32.65% 100.00% 

Percent of Total Survey Respondents 93.33% 

Comments: * Need a clothing store. * No more flower shops, beauty parlors, junk store, or hardware stores. * 
Less houses being built, more support to small family farmers, not large scale farms. * Federal subsidies exist to 
pay for over production of milk and corn. * Need more factories, protection from nuisance suits, odor, noise, dust, 
etc. Need farm machinery dealers. *Farms are being eaten up by the Cities and when the farms go, so do a lot of 
other small businesses and not just ag businesses. * Better prices for products. * Prices of all farm related 
commodities. * Too large of investment. * Too many hours for upcoming generation. * Allow farms to sell land 
so they can keep the reward of many years of hard work, its the only thing they have that has gone up in value. 

Question 19. Recognizing that Reedsburg is a farming community, what scale of farming do you support? 

Number of 
Animals: 250 Percent 500 Percent 1000 Percent 2000+ Percent Unsure Pecent Total 

Percent of 
Total Survey 
Respondents 

Beef feedlot 33 45.83% 15 20.83% 6 8.33% 2 2.78% 16 22.22% 72.00 68.57% 
Pig confinement 

unit 
32 48.48% 12 18.18% 1 1.52% 0 0.00% 21 31.82% 66.00 62.86% 

Dairy operation 23 28.40% 25 30.86% 12 14.81% 6 7.41% 15 18.52% 81.00 77.14% 

Poultry farming 21 30.00% 13 18.57% 11 15.71% 5 7.14% 20 28.57% 70.00 66.67% 

Grazing 19 24.36% 23 29.49% 13 16.67% 11 14.10% 12 15.38% 78.00 74.29% 
Fur, Fish or Game 

Farms 32 43.24% 4 5.41% 12 16.22% 3 4.05% 23 31.08% 74.00 70.48% 

Crop Farming 18 22.22% 13 16.05% 19 23.46% 17 20.99% 14 17.28% 81.00 77.14% 

Forestry 15 18.75% 15 18.75% 10 12.50% 15 18.75% 25 31.25% 80.00 76.19% 

Comments: * No game farms, CWD is too large. * Allow as many animals 
as the farmer chooses. 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix A: Survey and Results 

Question 20. Would you support activities 
that promote Community Supported 

Agricultural opportunities? 
Yes No Unsure Total 

Percent of Total 
Survey 

Respondents 

Direct Farm Product Sales 83 6 8 97 92.38% 

Agriculture Tourism 73 12 10 95 90.48% 

Workdays and Educational Opportunities 70 8 14 92 87.62% 

Overnight Lodding/Ag Bed & Breakfast 74 12 9 95 90.48% 

Question 21. In the extra territorial (ET) area within the Town of Reedsburg, different commercial land uses may be developed in the 
future. 

YES Percent NO Percent MAYBE Percent Total 
Percent of 

Total Survey 
Respondents 

Professional offices (accounting, real 
estate, insurance etc) 

48 51.61% 31 33.33% 14 15.05% 93 88.57% 

Retail sales 45 47.37% 37 38.95% 13 13.68% 95 90.48% 

Restaurant/Tavern bar 39 40.21% 37 38.14% 21 21.65% 97 92.38% 

Warehousing 31 32.29% 49 51.04% 16 16.67% 96 91.43% 

Gas Station 32 32.65% 55 56.12% 11 11.22% 98 93.33% 

Health Services 55 57.29% 21 21.88% 20 20.83% 96 91.43% 

Grocery Store 41 41.84% 43 43.88% 14 14.29% 98 93.33% 

Industry 28 29.47% 48 50.53% 19 20.00% 95 90.48% 

Construction 28 29.79% 49 52.13% 17 18.09% 94 89.52% 

Tourism 57 58.76% 30 30.93% 10 10.31% 97 92.38% 

Arts and Entertainment 50 52.08% 28 29.17% 18 18.75% 96 91.43% 

Wholesale trade 37 38.95% 39 41.05% 19 20.00% 95 90.48% 

Lodging 49 51.04% 25 26.04% 22 22.92% 96 91.43% 

Manufacturing 29 30.53% 48 50.53% 18 18.95% 95 90.48% 

Other 6 60.00% 3 30.00% 1 10.00% 10 9.52% 

Comments: All of the above should be within the City limits. 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix A: Survey and Results 

Question 22. In the Town of Reedsburg, outside the extra territorial (ET) area, different commercial land uses may be developed in the 
future. Check YES for acceptable, NO for unacceptable, MAYBE for acceptable with restrictions. 

YES Percent NO Percent MAYBE Percent Total 
Percent of 

Total Survey 
Respondents 

Farm Implement Dealers 60 60.61% 22 22.22% 17 17.17% 99 94.29% 

Feed Mills 59 59.00% 24 24.00% 17 17.00% 100 95.24% 

Fertilizer Dealers 49 50.00% 29 29.59% 20 20.41% 98 93.33% 

Cottage Industry (business in 
conjunction with residence 

54 54.55% 27 27.27% 18 18.18% 99 94.29% 

Stockyards 36 36.36% 45 45.45% 18 18.18% 99 94.29% 

Ethanol Plant 40 40.00% 40 40.00% 20 20.00% 100 95.24% 

Veterinary Services 79 75.24% 16 15.24% 10 9.52% 105 100.00% 

Sawmills 45 45.00% 32 32.00% 23 23.00% 100 95.24% 

Gravel Pits/Quarries 37 37.76% 40 40.82% 21 21.43% 98 93.33% 

Government Services (e.g. 
police, fire, road service 

47 47.47% 34 34.34% 18 18.18% 99 94.29% 

Waste Treatment Facilities 36 36.36% 42 42.42% 21 21.21% 99 94.29% 

Parks and Campgrounds 64 63.37% 21 20.79% 16 15.84% 101 96.19% 

Airport or Landing Strip 38 39.18% 44 45.36% 15 15.46% 97 92.38% 

Dog Kennels/Stables 50 50.51% 31 31.31% 18 18.18% 99 94.29% 

Shelter or Group Home 38 38.38% 39 39.39% 22 22.22% 99 94.29% 

Landfill 19 19.19% 66 66.67% 14 14.14% 99 94.29% 

Other 0 0.00% 1 50.00% 1 50.00% 2 1.90% 

Comments/Other: DO NOT want casino, amusement park, race track or bar. 

Question 23 Would you 
support small orl arge 

business development within 
the City s extra territorial area 

fo the Town? 

Small 
Business 

Large 
Business 

Both None Total 

Raw Score 32 7 39 18 96 

Percent 33.33% 7.29% 40.63% 18.75% 100.00% 

Percent of Total Survey Respondents 91.43% 

Small business was defined as having an average of 10 or less year round, full time equivalent employees. 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 



                                                             
 

        
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

     
  

     
  

 

 

                    
         

  
 

       
      

    
   

   
    

      

  

 

    
 

 
     

 

 

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix A: Survey and Results 

Question 24. If the town was 
to consider a new area of 

commercial zoning, would you 
support small business 
development or large 

business development in the 
rural areas of the Town of 

Reedsburg? 

Small 
Business 

Large 
Business 

Both None Total 

Raw Score 34 5 27 28 94 

Percent 36.17% 5.32% 28.72% 29.79% 100.00% 

Percent of Total Survey Respondents 89.52% 

Small business was defined as having an average of 10 or less year round, full time equivalent 
employees. 

Question 25. Would you support initiatives aimed at developing tourism and outdoor recreation opportunities in the Town? Check YES 
for acceptable, NO for unacceptable, MAYBE for acceptable with restrictions. 

YES Percent NO Percent MAYBE Percent Total 
Percent of Total 

Survey 
Respondents 

Nature Sanctuary 71 75.53% 14 14.89% 9 9.57% 94 89.52% 

Parks 76 80.85% 9 9.57% 9 9.57% 94 89.52% 

Riding Stables 57 60.64% 22 23.40% 15 15.96% 94 89.52% 

Ski Hills 52 55.91% 28 30.11% 13 13.98% 93 88.57% 

Golf Course 51 53.68% 32 33.68% 12 12.63% 95 90.48% 

Cross Country Ski Trails 70 75.27% 14 15.05% 9 9.68% 93 88.57% 

Snowmobile trails 43 46.74% 29 31.52% 20 21.74% 92 87.62% 

Education/Interpretative centers 63 67.02% 15 15.96% 16 17.02% 94 89.52% 
Local nature or heritage based 

arts and entertainment 
62 67.39% 15 16.30% 15 16.30% 92 87.62% 

Local nature or heritage based 
retail and sales 

45 49.45% 22 24.18% 24 26.37% 91 86.67% 

Game farms 42 45.65% 35 38.04% 15 16.30% 92 87.62% 

Shooting range 38 41.30% 34 36.96% 20 21.74% 92 87.62% 

Question 26.  The Town of Reedsburg should pursue the following energy alternatives as a form of economic development.   For the following energy alternatives indicated 
your opinion: 

Strongly 
Agree Percent Agree Percent Disagree Percent 

Strongly 
disagree Percent No opinion Percent Total 

Percent of 
Total Survey 
Respondents 

Ethanol Plants 26 27.66% 26 27.66% 10 10.64% 12 12.77% 20 21.28% 94 89.52% 

Solar Energy 50 50.00% 38 38.00% 5 5.00% 3 3.00% 4 4.00% 100 95.24% 

Wind Energy 52 52.00% 38 38.00% 3 3.00% 3 3.00% 4 4.00% 100 95.24% 
Methane 

Production 
21 21.65% 23 23.71% 17 17.53% 9 9.28% 27 27.84% 97 92.38% 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 



 

                                                             
 

        
 

   
  

 

 

 

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

                                   

  
 

    
 

   

    
   

    
   

  
   

  
   

   

   

    
    

   

    

   
    

 

              

 

 

 
  

 
 

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix A: Survey and Results 

Question 27. Please rate each of the following services as excellent, good, fair or poor. Choose not applicable if the item does not pertain to you or you are not sure about the item. 

Excellent Percent Good Percent Fair Percent Poor Percent 
Not 

Applicable Percent Total 
Percent of 

Total Survey 
Responses 

Ambulance Service 54 52.94% 40 39.22% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 8 7.84% 102 97.14% 

Fire protection 60 57.69% 37 35.58% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 7 6.73% 104 99.05% 

Garbage Collection 42 40.00% 47 44.76% 8 7.62% 1 0.95% 7 6.67% 105 100.00% 

Park and Recreation 
Facilities 

25 25.51% 40 40.82% 16 16.33% 5 5.10% 12 12.24% 98 93.33% 

Police Protection 35 33.65% 55 52.88% 9 8.65% 1 0.96% 4 3.85% 104 99.05% 

Public Libraries 57 57.00% 34 34.00% 1 1.00% 0 0.00% 8 8.00% 100 95.24% 

Public school system 36 35.29% 43 42.16% 11 10.78% 2 1.96% 10 9.80% 102 97.14% 

Recycling program 29 28.16% 55 53.40% 13 12.62% 0 0.00% 6 5.83% 103 98.10% 

Snow removal 26 25.00% 59 56.73% 12 11.54% 1 0.96% 6 5.77% 104 99.05% 

Stormwater management 13 13.13% 39 39.39% 10 10.10% 3 3.03% 34 34.34% 99 94.29% 

Road maintenance 11 10.58% 48 46.15% 30 28.85% 11 10.58% 4 3.85% 104 99.05% 

Bridge maintenance 11 10.58% 56 53.85% 24 23.08% 3 2.88% 10 9.62% 104 99.05% 

Telephone/Internet 14 13.73% 54 52.94% 15 14.71% 7 6.86% 12 11.76% 102 97.14% 

Electrical Service/Supply 36 35.29% 51 50.00% 9 8.82% 0 0.00% 6 5.88% 102 97.14% 

Private School System 17 16.83% 31 30.69% 3 2.97% 2 1.98% 48 47.52% 101 96.19% 

Secondary School 
System 

14 14.00% 43 43.00% 8 8.00% 3 3.00% 32 32.00% 100 95.24% 

Strongly 
Agree Percent 

Questio

Agree 

n 28. With 

Percent 

regard to park an

Disagree 

d open spa

Percent 

ce facilities, plea

Strongly 
disagree 

se indicate 

Percent 

your opinions: 

No opinion Percent 
Total 

Denzer/Leland 

Total Percent of 
Surveys 

Responces 
Current facilities are 

adequate 
18 17.82% 46 45.54% 15 14.85% 5 4.95% 17 16.83% 101 96.19% 

The parks should be 
expanded in land area 

16 16.16% 26 26.26% 28 28.28% 9 9.09% 20 20.20% 99 94.29% 

The parks should be 
reduced in land area 

1 0.99% 9 8.91% 39 38.61% 28 27.72% 24 23.76% 101 96.19% 

Primitive 'backpacking' 
campsites should be 

provided 
4 3.88% 35 33.98% 39 37.86% 12 11.65% 13 12.62% 103 98.10% 

A campground, 
complete with parking 

pads should be 
developed 

4 3.85% 31 29.81% 36 34.62% 12 11.54% 21 20.19% 104 99.05% 

Current facilities are 
adequate 

20 20.83% 37 38.54% 16 16.67% 7 7.29% 16 16.67% 96 91.43% 

Hiking trail systems in 
the park should be 

expanded beyond park 
borders 

9 8.82% 24 23.53% 36 35.29% 11 10.78% 22 21.57% 102 97.14% 

Picnic areas should be 
expanded 

9 8.82% 39 38.24% 29 28.43% 6 5.88% 19 18.63% 102 97.14% 

Additional facilities, such 
as a playground, should 

be added 
14 13.86% 35 34.65% 25 24.75% 7 6.93% 20 19.80% 101 96.19% 

Comments:  Need a place for dogs. 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix A: Survey and Results 

Question 29. Do you support the 
development of private shared sewer 
and water service for any subdivision 

(4 or more lots) 

Yes No Need more 
information to answer 

Total 

Raw Score 30 24 50 104 

Percent 28.85% 23.08% 48.08% 100.00% 

Percent of Total Survey Responses 99.05% 

Question 30. Do you support the 
development of a private shared 

sewer and water service for any new 
cluster development of two or three 

lots? 

Yes No 
Need more information 

to answer Total 

Raw Score 28 30 46 104 

Percent 26.92% 28.85% 44.23% 100.00% 

Percent of Total Survey Responses 99.05% 

Question 31. If a Sanitary Sewer District 
is created in or near an existing rural 

subdivision, should existing housing be 
required to hook into the system? 

Yes No 
Need more 

information to 
answer 

Total 

Raw Score 30 44 30 104 

Percent 28.85% 42.31% 28.85% 100.00% 

Percent of Total Survey Responses 99.05% 

Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 

Essential Percent 
Very 

important Percent Important Percent 
Not 

Important Percent 
No 

Opinion Percent Total 

Farmland 69 65.71% 13 12.38% 17 16.19% 5 4.76% 1 0.95% 105 

Woodlands 60 57.14% 23 3.00% 21 20.00% 0 0.00% 1 0.95% 105 

Wetlands 113 69.33% 13 7.98% 23 14.11% 13 7.98% 1 0.61% 163 

Floodplains 45 43.69% 20 19.42% 25 24.27% 11 10.68% 2 1.94% 103 

Hillsides/steep slopes 43 41.35% 25 24.04% 30 28.85% 4 3.85% 2 1.92% 104 

Streams/Rivers 65 63.73% 19 18.63% 17 16.67% 0 0.00% 1 0.98% 102 

Wildlife habitat 56 55.45% 19 18.81% 22 21.78% 3 2.97% 1 0.99% 101 

Scenic views and 
undeveloped hills/bluffs 

50 49.50% 21 20.79% 20 19.80% 7 6.93% 3 2.97% 101 

Baraboo Range 39 40.63% 19 19.79% 26 27.08% 8 8.33% 4 4.17% 96 

Open Space 40 39.22% 24 23.53% 30 29.41% 4 3.92% 4 3.92% 102 

Rural Character 47 47.47% 23 23.23% 25 25.25% 2 2.02% 2 2.02% 99 

Air Quality 67 65.69% 22 21.57% 12 11.76% 0 0.00% 1 0.98% 102 

Shoreline 47 47.00% 20 20.00% 22 22.00% 3 3.00% 8 8.00% 100 

Historically significant 
features 

42 41.58% 18 17.82% 27 26.73% 7 6.93% 7 6.93% 101 

Question 32. Please indicate, in your opinion, about the importance of natural and cultural resources in your community. How important is it to protect the following? 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix A: Survey and Results 

Strongly 
Agree Percent Agree Percent Disagree Percent 

Strongly 
disagree Percent No opinion Percent Total 

The overall road network (roads, highways) 
meets the needs of the citizens 27 27.27% 58 58.59% 7 7.07% 5 5.05% 2 2.02% 99 

The condition of the town roads is adequate 
for intended uses 

19 18.63% 59 57.84% 12 11.76% 10 9.80% 2 1.96% 102 

Biking and walking are important modes of 
transportation in the Town 16 15.84% 42 41.58% 27 26.73% 10 9.90% 6 5.94% 101 

There should be expanded transportation 
services for the elderly 

15 15.00% 43 43.00% 21 21.00% 2 2.00% 19 19.00% 100 

Question 33. Please provide your opinions to the following transportation questions. 

Question 34. Which of the following 
transportation opportunities would 

you support the inception or 
expansion of? Check all that apply. 

Snowmobile 
Trails ATV trails 

Town/County 
roads 

Regional 
Rail 

Transport 
ation 

Hiking 
Trails 

Biking 
routes 

Regional 
Airport Other Total 

Raw Score 26 24 40 26 48 54 16 7 241 

Percent 10.79% 9.96% 16.60% 10.79% 19.92% 22.41% 6.64% 2.90% 

"Other" suggestions: Equine trails * Shuttle bus for the elderly. 

Total Score 

Question # 35. Rank the land use 
issues in the Town of Reedsburg 
according to importance.1 most 

important, 10 least important. 

Cropland 
disappearance 

290 

Scenic 
beauty 

287 

Protection 
of water 

resources 

266 

Preservation 
of Baraboo 

Range 

479 

Too much 
housing 

development 

424 

Too little 
housing 

development 

610 

Responses 

Quarry 

579 

Upkeep of exiting 
homes/structures 

391 

Expansion of 
existing farm 
operations 

470 

Preservation of 
rural "look" and 

character 

452 

Total of those that chose to respond 86 87 92 84 82 75 85 90 86 91 

Average Score 3.37 3.3 2.89 5.7 5.17 8.13 6.81 4.34 5.47 4.97 

Rank 3 2 1 8 6 10 9 4 7 5 

Percent of Total Survey Responses 81.90% 82.86% 87.62% 80.00% 78.10% 71.43% 80.95% 85.71% 81.90% 86.67% 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 



                                                             
 

        
 

   
 

  
  

  
 

   

    
   

    
  

    
 

    
 

   

     
 

   

    
    

   
      

 
   

 
   

    

     
     

  

    
   

  
    

    
 

     
 

 
     

 

   
 
   

    
 

    
     

     
   

    

           

 
 
 
 

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix A: Survey and Results 

Question 36. The following are several statements that suggest choices about the future directions fo the Town of Reedsburg. 

Agree Percent Disagree Percent 
No 

Opinion 
Percent Total 

Percent of Total 
Survey 

Responses 
Housing subdivisions should be allowed in the rural 

areas of Reedsburg 
28 27.45% 62 60.78% 12 11.76% 102 97.14% 

Housing subdivisions should be allowed in the 
Town's Transition Zone. 

50 48.54% 36 34.95% 17 16.50% 103 98.10% 

It is acceptable to build houses on tillable land 35 35.35% 52 52.53% 12 12.12% 99 94.29% 

Farmers/Landowner should be allowed to sell lots of 
less than 35 acres for housing development 

55 53.92% 40 39.22% 7 6.86% 102 97.14% 

Small scale commercial and business development 
should be permitted in the City's Extraterritorial 

areas. 
56 54.90% 31 30.39% 15 14.71% 102 97.14% 

Small family non-farm businesses should be allowed 
in the rural areas 

63 64.29% 22 22.45% 13 13.27% 98 93.33% 

More rural houses will increase conflicts between 
farmers and non-farmers 

55 53.92% 34 33.33% 13 12.75% 102 97.14% 

New housing should be directed to areas with exiting 
development 

68 68.00% 24 24.00% 8 8.00% 100 95.24% 

More houses in the Town will lower everyone's 
property taxes 

25 24.75% 57 56.44% 19 18.81% 101 96.19% 

There are odor problems in the town 16 15.69% 68 66.67% 18 17.65% 102 97.14% 

There is a problem with excessive noise from 
business or farm operations in the town 12 12.00% 71 71.00% 17 17.00% 100 95.24% 

The town should consider night lighting requirements 
to limit the amount of light pollution in order to 

preserve the "night skies". 
38 38.38% 31 31.31% 30 30.30% 99 94.29% 

Your neighbors should not be allowed to infringe on 
your farming operation 

75 76.53% 6 6.12% 17 17.35% 98 93.33% 

The Town should support programs that help 
preserve agricultural lands for future farming 

opportunities 
79 79.80% 11 11.11% 9 9.09% 99 94.29% 

The Town should support programs that purchase 
open space lands, such as wetlands, floodplains, 
and woodlands for preservation and recreation 

purposes 

66 66.67% 17 17.17% 16 16.16% 99 94.29% 

The Town should offer residential development 
alternatives such as new home clustering 

43 45.74% 36 38.30% 15 15.96% 94 89.52% 

the Town should encourage the preservation of 
historic homesteads and other historic sites 77 78.57% 11 11.22% 10 10.20% 98 93.33% 

The Town should participate in watershed 
improvement projects on the Baraboo River for fish 

population and habitat restoration 
80 80.81% 9 9.09% 10 10.10% 99 94.29% 

The Town should encourage the continued purchase 
of development rights from willing landowners in 

areas outside the Baraboo Range 
35 35.35% 31 31.31% 33 33.33% 99 94.29% 

The Town should pursue opportunities and 
programs that will give farmers the ability to up

grade their farming operations 
81 82.65% 8 8.16% 9 9.18% 98 93.33% 

The Town should adopt signage regulations along 
roads and highways 

67 68.37% 12 12.24% 19 19.39% 98 93.33% 

Coordinating land use plans of the Town with 
neighboring municipalities (Towns and City of 

Reedsburg) should be a high priority. 
75 76.53% 15 15.31% 8 8.16% 98 93.33% 

Development in the City's ET area should be 
inclusive of a mix of single-family and multi-family 

residential. 
43 43.88% 43 43.88% 12 12.24% 98 93.33% 

The Town should allow rural subdivisions inclusive of 
four or more lots. 

29 29.59% 51 52.04% 18 18.37% 98 93.33% 

The Town should allow for the expansion of existing 
farms 

81 84.38% 7 7.29% 8 8.33% 96 91.43% 

Other 3 100.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 3 2.86% 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 



                                                             
 

        
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

  
   

   
  
  
  
  
  
  
   

  
  
     

   
   
    
   
   

 
   
   

  
  

 
  
  
  

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix A: Survey and Results 

Town of Reedsburg Survey Results 

General Opinions – Questions 38-40 

Question 38 – What do you feel is the most positive and unique aspect of the Town of 
Reedsburg? 

Answers 
‹ Small town feel 
‹ The balance between residential areas and the farming community.  There doesn’t 

seem to be much controversy between them. 
‹ Controlled growth, well kept rural residences, conservative governance 
‹ Its beautiful, keep it up 
‹ Its people 
‹ No subdivisions 
‹ Scenic beauty, quiet, little light pollution, plenty of wild flowers, wildlife 
‹ Close to town, yet rural 
‹ Clean rural setting 
‹ Beautiful natural lay of the land.  The farm fields that contour the hillsides and 

their livestock scattered through the fields. 
‹ The beauty of the landscape 
‹ Rural setting 
‹ Rural charm.  Close to city.  Easy to get out of city and into quiet undeveloped 

area. 
‹ The beauty of the rolling hills and good farmland 
‹ Natural scenic beauty and rural appearance 
‹ Rural character yet close to a thriving municipality 
‹ Diversity of city vs rural, beauty of scenery 
‹ The mix of hills and open land, farm land and wetlands, woods and open, lake and 

land.  The diversity is key 
‹ The farms and woodlands.  No subdivisions 
‹ The closeness of the city but the “country atmosphere”, the natural beauty of the 

area and the historical background of the area. 
‹ Right now we still have the ability to have land close to Reedsburg.  Soon there 

will be too much development of housing 
‹ Rural character and scenic beauty 
‹ Beauty 
‹ We don’t have to put up with all the city bull crap and all the stupid laws they 

pass just because one person with some pull don’t like something their neighbor is 
doing. 

‹ Scenic beauty 
‹ Agriculture and dairy and beef, etc 
‹ Rural atmosphere 
‹ Its rural feel 
‹ Its people 
‹ Close knit group of people 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 



                                                             
 

        
 

   
    

  
   
  
   
  
    
  
   
 

    
  

    
  
   

 
  

  
  
    

 
   
  

 
     

  
   

 
  

  
 

  
   

 
 

  
    

  
 

  
 

  
  

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix A: Survey and Results 

‹ Lower taxes than other areas.  Quiet neighbors 
‹ House taxes are still adequately within range or are reasonable compared to the 

city taxes.  Which would be nice if they stayed that way. 
‹ Space 
‹ Rural landscape and beauty.  Most farms and homes well cared for. 
‹ The way it looks now 
‹ 4-lane highway 12 will bring more opportunities to all 
‹ small town atmosphere 
‹ the beautiful farms and farmsteads and great agricultural land 
‹ clean surroundings, quiet and still close to town 
‹ natural beauty, relatively clean water, low crime rate, access to good shopping 
‹ We are outside the city limits and ET zone.  It should be kept that way. 
‹ Small town atmosphere.  I think we have a great community that not run over by 

BIG business like surrounding towns and cities are getting 
‹ The people and all the necessary groups, ie fire, police, schools, etc 
‹ Beautiful 
‹ A rural feeling. Everyone should know everybody else.  Still small town but with 

the ability to change 
‹ I seldom get to the Town and have very little to do with the Town except pay 

taxes and support the RCC Homeowners Assoc. 
‹ Country openness 
‹ An affordable tax rate 
‹ Beautiful area and great location, not too far and not too close to main areas of 

interest – ie Dells and Madison 
‹ Small town within reach of any thing else we need 
‹ Rolling hills, trees, beautiful views, great for residential including multi-family 

clusters 
‹ We have a good chairman and a board who always have the interest of the town at 

hand and we can hope this will continue 
‹ Rural atmosphere and scenic beauty, wildlife 

Question 39 – What do you feel is the single biggest issue facing the Town of Reedsburg 
over the next several years? 

‹ Over-development 
‹ Providing sewer and water utilities to some areas without being swallowed up by 

the City of Reedsburg 
‹ Viability of farming,  Keep active farms in business to avoid that run down look. 
‹ Losing our farmers, too much rural housing 
‹ Too many rules regarding building.  You should be able to sell any part of your 

farm to build a house on.  This is the USA, we don’t need government to tell us 
what we can do with our land. 

‹ Population growth and housing 
‹ Development pressure, loss of farms, woodlands, open land. 
‹ Growth from city 
‹ Controlled growth and development in all respects 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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‹	
 I feel there are to many regulations placed on landowners now.  You should be 
able to do what you wish with our lands. 

‹	
 Taxes 
‹	
 Trying to increase the townships tax base only to have the City annex the property 
‹	
 Encroachment of the City of Reedsburg 
‹	
 Annexation from City of Reedsburg.  Expansion of the ET areas. 
‹	
 Resisting development 
‹	
 Annexation and expansion of the City of Reedsburg 
‹	
 Breaking up of the family farmsteads for rural housing 
‹	
 Zoning 
‹	
 Set-up guidelines to prevent traditional urban sprawl 
‹	
 The city annexing land from the town 
‹	
 Annexation by the City of Reedsburg 
‹	
 Over population, too many new homes 
‹	
 Urban sprawl from City 
‹	
 Controlled spending of the school district 
‹	
 The City of Reedsburg annexing more land all the time from the township of 

Reedsburg which is taking away taxable land from us people living in the town 
‹	
 Increase in property taxes 
‹	
 We need better retail stores like a WalMart etc. or we will continue to lose 

Reedsburg people to Baraboo 
‹	
 People who have moved to the Town in the last 10 years trying to tell owners of 

larger tracks of land what to do with it 
‹	
 Too many homes going up in the farming area, spoiling wildlife and blame the 

farmer for the odors, always remember the farmer was there first. 
‹	
 Annexation into City for small housing areas, ie Ernstmeyer Additions,  I believe 

there is enough affordable housing and multiple housing units with the City of 
Reedsburg 

‹	
 The compulsion of those on various boards and committees that may feel 
Reedsburg needs to become another Chicago in order to sustain a sufficient tax 
base.  More and more apartment buildings and traffic every year.  Were lowering 
the value of single-family home neighborhoods and their taxable potential and its 
quality of life.  This is not to say we should build a Berlin-type wall around it, but 
to use common sense perhaps more frequently as this planning effort 
demonstrates.  Better control must be exhibited over developers and over-
saturation of space for Reedsburg to retain its uniqueness as a great place to raise 
a family. 

‹	
 New development vs. farmers. 
‹	
 Too many houses built on farm land 
‹	
 How to let development continue at a slow pace 
‹	
 Quality of roads and their upkeep.  City of Reedsburg expanding into rural areas. 
‹	
 Disappearance of farms, city spreading into rural areas. 
‹	
 We are involved with the loss of farming in the economic downfall of the area.  

Most of the land being built on is poor production property.  The price paid to 
farmers is not enough to allow people who wish to farm and make a living. 

‹	
 The City of Reedsburg expanding 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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‹ Housing overdevelopment, ie Ernstmeyer Builders 
‹ Expansion 
‹ Save the good farm land for farming.  Use the sand lots for schools, industry and 

business.  RAHS school build on great farmland.  That’s a waste. 
‹ Use of prime tillable soil for housing and commercial use is not in our futures best 

interest.  Use lease productive areas for expanding 
‹ People that think that they should not move forward to new ways of living 
‹ Urban sprawl 
‹ Growth of the City of Reedsburg 
‹ Expanding Reedsburg, too much take over.  Property taxes will have to rise for 

lost property to the City. 
‹	
 The property taxes are being paid by salaried families while farmers use the land 

to make a living and pay the lowest rate of taxes.  The prices for farm products 
will continue to decline as long as farmers continue to over produce.  As it stands, 
we pay the property taxes and then we also subsidize the over production. 

‹ Keep the City out of the Town 
‹ Would like to see some clothing stores 
‹ Loss of farm land and farms in the Township 
‹ Have Gredes maintain S. Dewey to Ski Hill 
‹ Containing urban sprawl 
‹ Too many people moving into the Township and shrinking the natural beauty of 

the land, and confrontations with new people from the City with wanting country 
living with City rules 

‹ The ability to bring in either retail or commercial business 
‹ Concerned that too many homes are being built into the beautiful countryside 
‹ Growth without ruining farmland 
‹ Development from city 
‹ Expansion of City of Reedsburg 
‹ Controlled housing and industrial development as the City tries to expand 
‹ Attract enough people to the area to be able to maintain good business growth.  

We also need to attract some major retailers and possibly a restaurant chain- or 
just some “quality” eating establishments. 

‹ Need for clothing store 
‹ Crime with the influx of low income families 
‹ Planned development for residential housing that will occur because of the answer 

to 38 and location of the high school 
‹ The City of Reedsburg continually annexing land and always the high tax paying 

properties 
‹ Expansion of Reedsburg and the extraterritorial zone 

Question 40 – What do you want the Town of Reedsburg to look like in 20 years? 

‹ Vacation and recreation and sport hub. 
‹ A blend of farms & residences w/most of the residences being built on land not 

well suited for farming 
‹ Rural in character, with well kept farms and rural residences 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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‹	
 Don’t need change 
‹	
 Like it does now with more houses in rural areas.  Go to Europe and take a look. 
‹	
 Basically the same 
‹	
 Much as it does today, with more park lands, bike and hiking trails, nature 

sanctuaries, and strong zoning to protect the farms and natural beauty! 
‹	
 Rural 
‹	
 As good as it is right now 
‹	
 Same 
‹	
 Less houses and more farmland 
‹	
 I would like to see the removal of old run down farm buildings and more well 

kept operating farms.  The addition of more single family homes would improve 
the beauty and the tax base of the township 

‹	
 Slightly more developed that what we currently have existing.  More rec trails, 
better use of Baraboo River Area.  No large farm operators or large business. 

‹	
 Weeds down around buildings, Weeds on road side 
‹	
 Just as it is now 
‹	
 Maintain its rural character while encouraging tourism through cottage industry 

and parks/recreation and protecting farm heritage and survival. 
‹	
 Like it does now. 
‹	
 Progressive township with plenty of “green” space but also tastefully done with 

construction of homes and businesses 
‹	
 The population will increase.  My preference would be to not allow a “traditional” 

city to sprawl over the town.  I would like a mix land (space) based commerce 
and recreation mixed with areas of housing 

‹	
 Basically how it appears at the present 
‹	
 A lot like it does today with lots of green space, farms, houses.  I am sure there 

will be many more houses.  It would be great to see more cottage industries and 
ag tourism 

‹	
 Please save rural Reedsburg 
‹	
 Rural setting 
‹	
 I want it to look like country and farm land.  I want my children to be able to hear 

the bird sing and for them to see pheasants and other wild life.  I want them to 
have neighbors but not neighbors where you can stick your hand out the window 
of the house and shake hands with their neighbors in their house and never go 
outside to do it.  If you have that you might just as well live in a trailer court or in 
one of Ernstmeyer first housing projects like out on Hwy K going to Mauston. 

‹	
 More agriculture will be gone.  Encourage houses within 2 to 3 miles of the City, 
Best use for most of the marginal land outside Town.  Protect 40 acres plus field 
of Class 1 soil. 

‹	
 Do what your doing now.  Good work 
‹	
 A well cared for Township 
‹	
 Rural atmosphere 
‹	
 Well-balanced, we need to keep a bit of everything, also allowing new 

development. 
‹	
 More family restaurants 
‹	
 Rural, more homes but not on good farm land 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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‹	
 Same as it is now 
‹	
 As Reedsburg grows, the farms will disappear unless the economics of farming 

turn around.  There will be only corporate farms like the Russians of the latter 20th 

Century 
‹	
 The farms to stay farms, or to sell a small parcel for single family housing. 
‹	
 Similar to its current looks 
‹	
 Mix of farms and single-family homes.  Neat, well maintained farms and homes. 
‹	
 Like it does now 
‹	
 To look like a productive farming community 
‹	
 Save best soils for ag business.  County or townships need municipal sewer and 

water to reduce future problems with sanitation 
‹	
 Hopefully will move forward.  Better jobs that pay something and more people 

living in country to enjoy nature. 
‹	
 Like it did 20 years ago 
‹	
 Farms preserved and business opportunities allow close in to the City of 

Reedsburg like within 2 miles 
‹	
 Just the way it is 
‹	
 I would like to see the growth rate stabilize.  We are adding industries that bring 

people to Reedsburg’s community, but they make such low salaries they are 
unwilling to support public facilities.  (highways, schools, libraries, police, etc) 

‹	
 Not like the city 
‹	
 Wide open space with lots of farmland being used as farmland (not houses) 
‹	
 I know it isn’t likely, but it would be nice to see it remain pretty much as it is. 
‹	
 Like it does now 
‹	
 Like it is now.  You can’t even let your dog of the chain anymore.  The dogs use 

to be able to follow the tractors down the road.  Now, if they wonder off, one of 
your new city-type neighbors won’t even look at the collar, and they will call the 
dog pound.  And you can try to find them.  But yet these new neighbors aren’t 
afraid to jump on their new 4 wheelers and drive all over your land without 
permission.  When I grew up in the country, everybody knew his neighbor.  Now 
most of the new neighbors are from Madison and drive there to work.  Put an 
extra tax on them for road uses. 

‹	
 Keep the basics the same.  But increase industry and business in the rural areas. 
‹	
 Unchanged, or hopefully more of the land given back to nature.  Lets not turn the 

country into the city, like so many other areas in Wisconsin have done. 
‹	
 Less gas stations. Less banks. More shopping stores (bigger). Different places to 

eat. 
‹	
 Same as now. 
‹	
 A variable mix of mostly agriculture, some small industry and single unit family 

housing. 
‹	
 Town with maintaining that small town flavor.   
‹	
 No new duplex or multifamily housing 
‹	
 Great residential area befitting its rural charm and beauty 
‹	
 Hopefully close to the same as now with improved roads (bike lanes and 

pedestrian lanes in needed areas) 
‹	
 As close as possible to the way it looks today. 
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Town of Reedsburg 

Comprehensive Planning Process CommunitySurvey
�

W E NEED YOUR HELP! Inresponse toarequirementsetforthbythe State ofW isconsinthat 
everycommunitythatwishestomake landuse decisionshave anadoptedComprehensive Planby 
the January2010,the TownofReedsburgisbeginningthe processofpreparingsuchaplan.Some 
ofthe purposesofthe planare to: 

‹ Identifyareasappropriate fordevelopmentandpreservationthroughoutthe Town. 
‹ Developprogramsthatofferadditionaleconomicopportunitiesforfarmers. 
‹ Create afuture Visionofwhatthe Townshouldlookandfeellike in20 years. 
‹ Provide detailedstrategiestoimplementthe overallvision,goalsandobjectivesofthe 

Comprehensive Plan. 

Thisprojectisbeingguided bythe Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Committee,a 
diverse groupofresidentsfrom the Townwhorepresentdifferinginterest,viewpointsandexpertise 
including: 

Please helpuswiththisprojectbytakingafew minutestocomplete the survey.The informationwe 
getfrom youwillbe combinedwithlaterparticipationeffortsto prepare the Town of Reedsburg 
Com reh v ln.Your i s exremel mportnta twi pt wnt ev op ensie Pa nputi t yi a ; si llhel he To od elpa 
Comprehensive Planthatreflectsthe goals,values,andwishesofitscitizens. 

Feelfree tohave anyadultmemberofyourhouseholdcomplete the survey.Please answerallofthe 
questions. Mostquestionswillsimplyrequire youtoputacheckinthe space nexttothe answer 
whichbestreflectsyouropinion. 

Toensure privacy,the surveydoesnotaskyoutoprovide yourname. Feelfree toblockoutthe 
mailinglabelorremove the frontpage ofthe surveythatlistsyourname andmailingaddressbefore 
retrigte srey o rc n enen e,etr otg a rvded A er y ompleunn h uv .Fory u o v i c r unp sae h sbeenpo i . ft ou c et
th eypea urn t h nsert owi a , d te surv so taPa ng a oni se surv ,l se t o te i foll ng pge 6fol h ey ht lnni nd Z ng’

c h si a h a e surv osed.Pl se malor ret tt he S ukaddress faes te outde,nd ten tpe th eycl ea i urn i o t a
CountyW estSquare Building in Baraboo byJuly31,2003. 

Thankyou for your time.Your opinions are valuable to us and to the project! 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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PART 1DEM OGRAPHIC INFORM ATION
�
1. W hattype of residence do you live in? 

A ____ Single Familyhouse,non-farm  residenceD ____ Parttime/VacationHome 
B ____ Single Familyhouse,farm residence E ____ LandOwnerOnly 
C ____Mobile Home F ____Other(Please describe) _____ 

2.If you own land in the Town of Reedsburg,whatis the primaryuse (Checkonlyone)? 

A ___ Agriculture/W orkingFarm D ___ RecreationalLand 
B ___ Non-farm Residence E  ___  Other:_____________ 
C ___ Farm RelatedBusiness 

3.In whatyear did you become aTown of Reedsburg PropertyOwner /Resident 

A ___ 2000 - 2003 D ___ 1980 - 1989 
B ___ 1995- 1999 E ___ 1970 - 1979 
C ___ 1990 - 1994 F ___ 1969orearlier 

4.Approximatelyhow manytotalacres in the Town of Reedsburg do members of your household 
own? 

A ___ None (renter) E ___ 21-35 
B ___ Lessthan1 acre F ___ 36-100 
C ___ 1-5acre(s) G ___ 101-200 
D ___ 6-20 acres H ___ More than200 

5.W hat is your employmentstatus? 

A ___ Employedfulltime D ___ Self-employed 
B ___ Employedparttime E ___ Retired(gotoQuestion#8) 
C ___ Unemployed F ___ Other 

6.W here do you work? 

A ___ Athome/onfarm C ___ Outside SaukCounty(butinW I) 
B ___ InSaukCounty D ___ OutofState 

7.How far do you travelto work? 

A ___ At-home/onfarm D ___ 21-40 miles 
B ___ 0-10 miles E ___ 40 milesorover 
C ___ 11-20 miles 

8.W hat is the totalnumber of adults (18years of age or older),including yourself,living in the 
household and whatare their ages? 

A ___ One ___________ C ___ Three ________________________ 
B ___ Two___________ D ___ Fourormore __________________ 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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9.How manychildren (under 18years of age)live in the household and whatare their ages? 

A ___ None D ___ Three  _____________________ 
B ___ One ___________ E ___ Four  _____________________

C ___ Two___________ F ___ Five ormore _________________


10.W hatis your household income range? 

A 
B 
C 

___ 
___ 
___ 

Lessthan$15,000 
$15,000 to$24,999 
$25,000 to$49,999 

D 
E 
F 

___ 
___ 
___ 

$50,000 to$74,999 
$75,000 to$99,999 
$100,000 ormore 

PART 2QUALITY OF LIFE
�
11.Rankbyorder of importance the reasons for whichyou and your familychoose to live in the 

Town of Reedsburg. 
Rank 

A.Agriculture 
B.Appearance ofHomes 
C.CommunityServices 
D.CostofHome 
E. HistoricalSignificance 
F. Low Crime Rate 
G.NaturalBeauty 
H.NearFamilyandFriends 
I.  NearJoborEmployment 

Opportunities 
G.PropertyTaxes 
H.QualityNeighborhoods 
I.  QualitySchools 
J. RecreationalOpportunities 
K.SmallTownAtmosphere 
L. InheritedFamilyFarm 
M.Other
 _____________________ 

PART 3HOUSING
�
12. Housing is an importantpartof how acommunitygrows.W e would like your opinion about 

the developmentof housing in your community.For the following questions your choices are: 
StronglyAgree (SA),Agree (A),Disagree (D),StronglyDisagree (SD),No Opinion (NO). 

SA A D SD NO 

A.Yourlocaljurisdictionshouldfocusonmaintaining(up-keep) 
existinghousingquality 

B. Single FamilyHousingisneeded 
C. Duplexes(2 units) are needed 
D.Apartments(3ormore are needed) 
E.Affordable housingisneededinthe Town 
F. Elderlyhousingisneededinthe Town 
G.Starter(firsttime buyer) homesare neededinthe Town 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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13. W hichof the following options below bestdescribes your ideas of whattypes of new housing 
should be located in the Town? Please rankthe options bywriting “1”nextto the most 
desirable ideafor new housing,“2”nextto the second mostdesirable idea,“3”nextto the third 
mostdesirable idea,and “4”nextto the leastdesirable idea. 

A ___ Multi-familynottoexceedfourunitsinasingle building 
B ___ Single-familyonly 
C ___ Mixeduse,suchasasingle-familyunitabove abusinessonalowerlevel 
D ___ A mixture ofA,B andC 

14.Do you supportresidentialsubdivision developmentwiththe City’s extra-territorialareas (i.e. 
within 1.5miles of Citylimits)where existing services are alreadyprovided (e.g.utilities,major 
road ways,etc)? 

A ___ Yes C ___ Needmore informationtoanswer 
B ___ No 

For questions 15and 16,cluster developmentis defined as aform of developmentthatis based on a 
town’s zoning density(i.e.35acres)whichconcentrates buildings or lots on apartof the property 
(parcel)to allow the remaining land to be preserved as open space for agricultural,recreational, 
protection of environmentallysignificantresources and other open space uses. 

15.W ould you prefer housing in ruralareas (outside of the extra-territorialareaof the Cityof 
Reedsburg)builtin atraditionallayoutof one house per 35acres (Option A),acluster development 
of houses on smaller lots surrounded byopen space (Option B),subdivision development(Option 
C),no building (Option D),or do you need more information (Option E)?

 (Please checkone option) 

Option A  _______ Option B _______

 One house on each35acres H ouses clustered on small 
contiguous lots 

Option C ________ Option D  ________
 StandardSubdivisionDevelopment  NoBuilding 

Option E  ________ 
More InformationNeeded 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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16. W hichof the following options below bestdescribes your ideas of where new housing should be 

located in the Town? Please write “1”nextto the mostdesirable location for new housing,“2”
�
nextto the second mostdesirable location,“3”nextto the third mostdesirable location,“4”next
�
to the fourthmostdesirable area,and “5”nextto the leastdesirable location. 

A ___ Landannexedtothe CityofReedsburgfordevelopmentpurposes

B  ___  W ithin1.5milesofthe CityofReedsburg(the extraterritorialarea)

C  ___ W ithinornearexistingruralconcentrationsofhomes(4ormore lots)

D ___ Inaclusterdevelopmentof1 to3small‘rural’lots

E ___ Scatteredonlarge lots(35+ acres) throughoutthe Town

F  ___ Directedtonewlyproposedruralsubdivisions(4ormore lots)

G ___ Nonew additionalhousinginthe ruralareasofthe Town(more than1.5milesoutside ofthe City)


PART 4AGRICULTURE RESOURCES
�
17.Atthe presenttime,the Town of Reedsburg is Zoned Exclusive Agriculture,whichrequires a 

minimum of 35acres to build anew house.This type of zoning leads to land use configurations 
suchas the one illustrated in question 17,under option A. 

a. Are you in favor of the Town remaining zoned Exclusive Agriculture? 

A ___ Yes B ___ No C ___ Unsure 

b. Are you in favor of having the abilityto create lots of less than 35acres to build ahouse in 
exchange for an agreementthatacertain portion of your propertywould remain as currently 
used? 

(Example:Youown40 acresandwanttosell5acrestobuildahouse.Inexchange you,continue to 
use yourremaining35acresforfarming,recreationalpurposesetc.,butagree nottobuildmore 
housingonit).

 A ___  Yes B ___  No  C ___  Unsure

 c. Are you in favor of increasing or decreasing the minimum 35acres to build anew house?

 Yes____ 
Increase to____ acres OR Decrease to ____ acres

 No_____ 

18.Do you feelthere are adequate Agriculture supportand complimentaryservices in SaukCounty 
to keepAgriculture businesses in the Town of Reedsburg economicallyviable? 

A  ___Yes  B  ____ No  C ____ Unsure 

PartB – If No,whatservices do you feelare needed? 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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19.Recognizing thatReedsburg is afarming community,whatscale of farming do you support? 
Circle your response. 

Operation Number of Animals
 A.Beef feedlot 250 500 1000 2000+ Unsure 

B. Pig confinement unit 750 2000 4000 5000+ Unsure 

C. Dairy Operation 100 250 500 1000+ Unsure 

D. Poultry Farming 500 1000 3000 6000+ Unsure 

E. Grazing 100 250 500 1000+ Unsure 

F. Fur, Fish or Game Farms 100 250 500 1000+ Unsure 

Number of Acres 

G. Crop Farming 250 500 1500 3000+ Unsure 

H. Forestry 250 500 1500 3000+ Unsure 

20.W ould you supportactivities thatpromote CommunitySupported Agriculturalopportunities In 
the listbelow,please checkYESfor acceptable,NO for unacceptable,and M AYBE for 
acceptable use withrestrictions. 

Activity Yes No Unsure 
DirectFarm P dro uctS laes 
Agi lrcuture To iursm 
W okrdaysandEd tucaionalOpp itorunties 
Overihng tLodging/AgBedandBreakf tas 

PART 5ECONOM IC DEVELOPM ENT
�

21.In the extra-territorial(ET)areawithin the Town of Reedsburg differentcommercialland uses 
maybe developed in the future.In the listbelow,please checkYESfor acceptable,NO for 
unacceptable,and M AYBE for acceptable use withrestrictions. 

Type of Business Yes No M aybe 

PrfoessionalOffices( taccouning,realesttae,insurance etc) 
RetialS laes 
Rest tauran/TavernBar 
W areh iousng 
GasSttaion 
HealthSerivces 
GroceryStore 

Id tn usry 
Co t tnsrucion 
To iursm 
ArtsandEnter itanment 
W h loeslae t dra e 
Lodging 
Ma f itnuacurng 
Other 
____________________________________ 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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In the Town of Reedsburg outside the extra-territorial(ET)area,differentcommercialland uses 
maybe developed in the future.In the listbelow,please checkYESfor acceptable,NO for 
unacceptable,and M AYBE for acceptable use withrestrictions. 

Type of Business Yes No M aybe 

Farm ImplementDealers 
FeedMills 
FertilizerDealers 
Cottage Industry(businessinconjunctionwithresidence) 
Stockyards 
EthanolPlant 
VeterinaryServices 
Sawmills 
GravelPits/Quarries 
GovernmentServices(e.g.police,fire,roadservice garages) 
W aste TreatmentFacilities 
ParksandCampgrounds 
AirportorLandingStrip 
DogKennels/Stables 
ShelterorGroupHome 
Landfill 
Other
 ____________________________________ 

22.W ould you supportsmallbusiness or large business developmentwithin the City’s extra-
territorialareaof the Town? (Smallbusiness being defined as having an average of 10or less 
year round,full-time equivalentemployees). 

A ___ Small C ___ Both 
B ___ Large D ___ None 

23.If the town was to consider anew areaof commercialzoning,would you supportsmallbusiness 
developmentor large business developmentin the ruralareas of the Town of Reedsburg? (Small 
business being defined as having an average of 10or less year round full-time equivalent 
employees). 

A ___ Small C ___ Both 
B ___ Large D ___ None 

24.W ould you supportinitiatives aimed atdeveloping tourism and outdoor recreation opportunities 
in the Town? In the listbelow,please checkYESfor acceptable,NO for unacceptable,and 
M AYBE for acceptable use withrestrictions. 

Activity Yes No M aybe 
Nature Sanctuary 
Parks 
RidingStables 
SkiHills 
GolfCourse 
CrossCountrySkiTrails 
Snowmobile Trails 
Education/Interpretative Centers 
LocalNature orHeritage BasedArtsandEntertainment 
LocalNature orHeritage BasedRetailandSales 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix A: Survey and Results 

Game Farms 
ShootingRange 

PART 6UTILITIESAND COM M UNITY FACILITIES
�
25.The Town of Reedsburg should pursue the following energyalternatives as aform of economic 

development.For the following energyalternatives indicate your opinion:StronglyAgree (SA), 
Agree (A),Disagree (D),StronglyDisagree (SD),No Opinion (NO). 

SA A D SD N 
O 

A.EthanolPlants 
B.SolarEnergy 
C.W indEnergy 
D.Methane 
Production 

26.Please rate eachof the following services as excellent,good,fair or poor.Choose “not 
applicable”(NA)if the item does notpertain to you or you are notsure aboutthe item. 

Excellent Good Fair Poor Not 
Applicable 

A.Ambulance Service 
B.Fire Protection 
C.Garbage Collection 
D.Park& Recreation 
Facilities 
E.Police Protection 
F. PublicLibrary(PDS) 
G.PublicSchoolsystem 
H.RecyclingProgram 
I.  Snow Removal 
J.  Storm W aterManagement 
K.RoadMaintenance 
L. Bridge Maintenance 
M.Telephone/Internet 
N.ElectricalService/Supply 
O.Private SchoolSystem 
P. SecondarySchoolSystem 

27.W ithregard to parkand open space facilities,please indicate your opinions:StronglyAgree (SA), 
Agree (A),Disagree (D),StronglyDisagree (SD),No Opinion (NO). 

SA A D SD N 
O 

A.Currentfacilitiesare adequate 
B.The parksshouldbe expandedinlandarea 
C.The parksshouldbe reducedinlandarea 
D.Primitive ‘backpacking’campsitesshouldbe provided 
E.A campground,complete withparkingpadsshouldbe developed 
F.Currentfacilitiesare adequate 
G.Hikingtrailsystemsinthe parksshouldbe expandedbeyondpark 
borders 
H.Picnicareasshouldbe expanded 
I. Additionalfacilitiessuchasaplaygroundshouldbe added 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 



                                                                           

        
 
 

 

   
  

 
       
   

 
  

  
 

       
   

 
    

    
 

       
   

 

 

  
     

   
 

  
 

 
 

       
      

      
       

      
      
       

 
 

     

       
      

      
      

      
       

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix A: Survey and Results 

28.Do you supportthe developmentof aprivatelyshared sewer and water service for any 
subdivision (4or more units)? 

A ___ Yes C ___ Needmore informationtoanswer 
B ___ No 

29. Do you supportthe developmentof aprivatelyshared sewer and water service for anynew cluster 
developmentof two or three lots? 

A ___ Yes C ___ Needmore informationtoanswer 
B ___ No 

30. If aSanitaryDistrictis created or expanded in or near an existing ruralsubdivision,should 
existing housing be required to hookinto the system? 

A ___ Yes C ___ Needmore informationtoanswer 
B ___ No


PART 7NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES
�
31.Please indicate,in your opinion,the importance of naturaland culturalresources in your 

community.How importantis itto protectthe following? 

Essential Very 
Important 

Important Not 
Important 

No 
Opinion 

A.Farmland 
B.W oodlands 
C.W etlands 
D.Floodplains 
E.Hillsides/SteepSlopes 
F. Streams/Rivers 
G.W ildlife Habitat 
H.ScenicViewsandundeveloped 
hills/bluffs 
I. BarabooRange 
J. OpenSpace 
K.RuralCharacter 
L. AirQuality 
M.Shoreline 
N. Historicallysignificantfeatures 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 



                                                                           

        
 
 

 

 

    
   

      

   
 

     

        
 

 
     

        
 

   
 

 
        
       
      
       

 

  

  
   

 
      
      
      
        
        
   

 
  

  
 

    
 

     
 

   

    
 

   

     
   

 
   

 
 

   

      
 

 
   

     
      

 
            

   

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix A: Survey and Results 

PART 8TRANSPORTATION
�
32.For the following questions please provide your opinions.Your choices are:StronglyAgree (SA), 

Agree (A),Disagree (D),StronglyDisagree (SD),No Opinion (NO). 

SA A D SD NO 

A.The overallroadnetwork(roads,highways) meetsthe needsof 
the citizens 

B.The conditionofTownroadsisadequate forintendeduses 
C.Bikingandwalkingare importantmodesoftransportationinthe 

Town 
D.There shouldbe expandedtransportationservicesforthe elderly 

34.W ould you supportthe creation or expansion of the following transportation opportunities? 
(Checkallthatapply). 

A ___ Snowmobile Trails E ___ HikingTrails 
B ___ ATV trails F ___ BikingRoutes 
C ___ Town/CountyRoads G ___ RegionalAirport 
D ___ RegionalRailTransportation H ___ Other:_________________ 

PART 9LAND USE
�
35. Rankthe land use issues in the Town of Reedsburg according to importance.W rite “1”in the 
space nextto the mostimportantissue,and “9”in the space nextto the leastimportantissue. 

A ___ Croplanddisappearance G ___ Quarrying 
B ___ Scenicbeauty H ___ Upkeepofexistinghomes/structures 
C ___ Protectionofwaterresources I ___  Expansionofexistingfarm operations 
D ___ PreservationofBarabooRange J ___ Preservationofrural“look”character 
E ___ Toomuchhousingdevelopment (visibilityofnew homes/structures) 
F ___ Toolittle housingdevelopment 

36.The following are severalstatements thatsuggestchoices aboutthe future directions for the 
Town of Reedsburg.Please letus know if you agree,disagree,or have no opinion on each 
statementbyplacing acheckin the appropriate boxnextto the statement. 

Agree Disagree No 
Opinion 

A.Housingsubdivisionsshouldbe allowedinthe ruralareasof 
Reedsburg 

B.Housingsubdivisionsshouldbe allowedinthe Town’sTransition 
Zone 
C.Itisacceptable tobuildhousesontillable land 
D.Farmers/Landownersshouldbe allowedtoselllotsoflessthan35 

acresforhousingdevelopment 
E.Smallscale commercialandbusinessdevelopmentshouldbe 

permittedinthe CitiesExtraterritorialAreas. 
F.Smallfamilynon-farm businessesshouldbe allowedinthe ruralareas 
G.More ruralhouseswillincrease conflictsbetweenfarmersandnon-

farmers 
H.New housingshouldbe directedtoareaswithexistingdevelopment 
I. More housesinthe Townwilllowereveryone’spropertytaxes 
J. There are odorproblemsinthe Town 

Chartcontinued on nextpage… 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix A: Survey and Results 

Agree Disagree No 
Opinion 

K.There isaproblem withexcessive noise from businessorfarm 
operationsinthe town 

L.The Townshouldconsidernightlightingrequirementstolimitthe 
amountoflightpollutioninordertopreserve the ‘nightskies’ 

M.Yourneighborsshouldnotbe allowedtoinfringe onyourfarming 
operation 

N.The Townshouldsupportprogramsthathelppreserve agricultural 
landsforfuture farmingopportunities 

O.The Townshouldsupportprogramsthatpurchase openspace lands, 
suchaswetlands,floodplains,andwoodlandsforpreservationand 
recreationpurposes 

P.The Townshouldofferresidentialdevelopmentalternativessuchas 
new home clustering 

Q.The Townshouldencourage the preservationofhistorichomesteads 
andotherhistoricsites 

R.The Townshouldparticipate inwatershedimprovementprojectson 
the BarabooRiverforfishpopulationandhabitatrestoration 

S. The Townshouldsupportthe purchase ofdevelopmentrightsfrom 
willinglandownersinareasoutside ofthe BarabooRange 

T.The Townshouldpursue opportunitiesandprogramsthatwillgive 
farmersthe abilitytoup-grade theirfarmingoperations 

U.The Townshouldadoptsignage regulationsalongroadsand 
highways 

V.Coordinatingthe landsuse plansofthe Townwithneighboring 
municipalities(TownsandCityofReedsburg) shouldbe ahigh 
priority 

W .Developmentinthe City’sET areashouldbe inclusive ofamixof 
single-familyandmulti-familyresidential 

X.The Townshouldallow ruralsubdivisionsinclusive offourormore 
lots 

Y.The Townshouldallow forthe expansionofexistingfarms 
Z.Other

 ______________________________ 
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PART 10 GENERAL OPINIONS
�
38.  W hat do you feel is the mostpositive and unique aspect of the Town of Reedsburg? 

39.W hat do you feel is the single biggest issue facing the Town of Reedsburg over the next several 
years? 

40.W hat do you want the Town of Reedsburg to look like in 20 years? 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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PART 11PUBLIC INPUT OPPORTUNITIES
�

41.The Town of Reedsburg willbe developing aComprehensive Plan whichis inclusive of six 
specificfocus groupstudyareas as identified in the chartbelow.These focus groups are made 
upof ‘experts’and include governmentalofficials and representatives of the Town’s 
Comprehensive Plan Committee.M ostimportantly,the focus groups include residents and 
landowners in the Town of Reedsburg. 

One waywe would like to getpublicinputis to invite residents and landowners of the Town to 
become members of one of the focus groups.The number of focus groupmeetings willvary 
depending upon the issues and discussion broughtforth.The meetings are expected to begin in 
Augustand run throughDecember. 

If you are interested in becoming amember of one of the focus groups,please place acheckin 
the appropriate box.So thatwe maycontactyou,please provide your fullname,address and 
phone number. 

If you do notwishto become amember of afocus group,there willbe numerous opportunities 
for publicreview thoughacommunityvision session and open house to review and commenton 
the draftComprehensive Plan.Notices of suchopportunities willappear in the localnewspaper 
as wellas throughpublicpostings in the Town.Additionally,comments and questions can be 
directed to the Comprehensive Plan Committee bycontacting LindaBorleske,Chair of the 
Comprehensive Plan Committee at(608)524-2509,or Lance Gurney,Director - SaukCounty 
Planning & Zoning Departmentat(608)355-3285. 

Focus GroupSelections Check 
Area(s)of 
Interest 

1.Ho iusng 
2.Tr ttansporaion 
3.Utilities& Commu intyFaiclities 
4.Agi lrcu ltura,Natural& CulturalResources 
5.EconomicDevelopment 
6.ItnergovernmentalCoopertaion 

Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _________________ 

If you wishto become amember of afocus group(s)and wishto remain anonymous withregard to 
your surveychoices,please feelfree to leave this page blankand contacteither LindaBorleske or 
Lance Gurneybyphone atthe numbers listed above. 

Thankyou for your time and interest.Your inputis vitalto the success of 
this project! 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix B: Public Participation 

Public Participation Plan 
Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Planning Process 

Introduction 

The concept of citizens participating in government decision-making is fundamental to 
our system of governance. While it is true that our government officials are elected to 
represent citizens, it is also true that elected officials need to inform, be informed by, and 
interact with the public on an ongoing basis if their representation is to be meaningful. 
Regular and continuing involvement in government decision-making is the very basis for 
the idea of citizenship. Citizen participation is likely to produce better decisions by 
utilizing knowledge of the populace and by allocating part of the responsibility for 
formulating and implementing decisions to the citizens. Without citizen participation, 
government become less “government for people and by the people,” and more “service 
providers” for “tax payers” (Hinds, 2001). 

The Reedsburg Comprehensive Planning process is committed to providing broad-based 
and continuous opportunities for public participation throughout the planning process. 
The process is designed to be responsive to citizen participants, is committed to utilizing 
the knowledge and understanding of citizens to address important issues, and offers 
multiple opportunities for engagement – at varying levels of involvement. The purpose of 
the Public Participation Plan is to define how the public will be involved throughout the 
entire comprehensive planning effort. 

Wisconsin’s new Smart Growth and Comprehensive Planning law requires public 
participation throughout the comprehensive planning process. 

Wisconsin Statutes, Section 66.1001(4)(a) states: 

“The governing body of a local governmental unit shall adopt written procedures that are 
designated to foster public participation, including open discussion, communication 
programs, information services, and public meetings for which advance notice has been 
provided, in every stage of the preparation of a comprehensive plan. The written 
procedures shall provide for a wide distribution of proposed, alternative, or amended 
elements of a comprehensive plan to be submitted by members of the public to the 
governing body and for the governing body to respond to such written comments.” 

In order to be responsive to the new law, the Town of Reedsburg public participation 
process will: require the Town Board to adopt the written public participation guidelines 
contained within this document and the Town of Reedsburg Scope of Services document 
to provide for meaningful input into the process; utilize a variety of public forums to garner 
input on a broad range of planning issues; provide for wide distribution of plan-related 
proposals and reports (through open houses, meetings, exhibits and displays, draft plan 
review opportunities, etc.) to foster public dialog and interaction; and develop formal 
mechanisms for the public to ask questions of the Comprehensive Planning Committee 
and for such Committee to respond to those questions. 

In addition, the public participation process will utilize a variety of methods to involve 
citizens at differing levels – from passive to active. 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 



                                                               

                                     

 
              

               
      

 
            

            
              
 

 
               

             
             
        

 
             

            
              

 
 

              
               

      
 

    
 

             
            

               
               
              

 
 

     
 

          
 

              
            

             
          

            
  

 
            

 
 

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix B: Public Participation 

• Public awareness will be increased through the use of direct mail, news releases, 
as well as displays and exhibits to be used to build awareness of the comprehensive 
planning process and opportunities to participate. 

• Public education will provide citizens with balanced and objective information to 
assist them in understanding issues and alternatives for addressing them. Visioning 
sessions, focus groups and open public meetings will aid in providing this type of 
education. 

• Public Input is an important part of participatory efforts. Public feedback through a 
survey, focus groups, an open house, visioning session, utilization of the Sauk County 
Technical Advisory Team, and public meetings will be critical in assessing needs and 
providing input on alternatives developed to address them. 

• Public interaction provides a higher level of participation. Through a community 
vision process, public concerns and issues are directly reflected in the alternatives 
developed to address them, and feedback is given on how the input affects decision – 
making. 

• Public partnership is the highest level of participation. Decision making authority is 
placed in the hands of elected and appointed officials, with a promise to work to 
implement decisions based on community input. 

Public Participation in the Comprehensive Planning Approach. 

As part of the Comprehensive Planning process, the Town of Reedsburg has identified 
specific programs aimed at increasing public participation. These programs are further 
described in the Town of Reedsburg Scope of Work and are broken down into descriptive 
tasks. What follows is a discussion of public participation related to each Element in the 
Scope of Work and what levels of public involvement these programs are meant to 
achieve. 

Work Element One: Project Coordination 

Program 1: Comprehensive Planning Committee Formation and Initial Meetings 

In this step the Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Planning Committee is formed. This 
represents the beginning of public partnership as described above. Public education 
also begins under Program 1. Educational efforts will focus attentions on the 
comprehensive planning process, with the objective of improving public awareness 
surrounding the project and is specifically directed to the newly formed Comprehensive 
Planning Committee. 

Program 2: Monthly meetings with the Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Planning 
Committee 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 



                                                               

                                     

            
             

               
            

               
             

 
     

 
            

          
          

 
      

 
           

 
            

                
            

           
             

     
 

             
            
             

     
 

              
           

             
           

              
            

             
     

 
          

             
 

 
 
 

    
 

     
 

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix B: Public Participation 

These meetings represent the continuation of a public partnership as the Committee 
and members of the Sauk County Technical Advisory Team, both directly or indirectly, 
will evaluate public input through the focus group process (described later in this plan). 
This evaluation will culminate into the recognition of specific goals, objectives and 
policies as well as a community vision. These meetings will also identify specific policies 
and timeframes for the implementation of community decisions. 

Program 3: Newspaper Articles. 

This program constitutes a public awareness opportunity and will build initial and 
subsequent awareness of the comprehensive planning process relative to identifying 
means for greater levels of public participation. 

Work Element Two: Inventory and Mapping 

Program 1 Background Information and Inventory: Trends and Projections Assessment. 

Public awareness related to the inventory and assessment is critical to understanding 
community issues. In that regard, the public will be kept informed through a variety of 
media, particularly through the use of displays and exhibits. Presentations and 
explanations will be made at community meetings, visioning sessions, and other 
meetings as appropriate. Materials developed will be made available through the Sauk 
County Planning & Zoning Office. 

Public education will take the form of public visioning sessions, open houses and 
various other meetings related to the information developed through this overall Work 
Element and Program. Trends relating to identified future developed outcomes will be 
thoroughly explained, evaluated and discussed. 

Public input will be accepted in a number of ways. Opportunities for interactive 
questions and answers will be made available through traditional means of 
communication such as phone, e-mail, discussions at meetings, etc. Public comment will 
be solicited regarding the inventory, assessment and trends information throughout the 
planning process, but primarily at a visioning session. This public comment will be 
initially utilized to develop a community vision and subsequent goals, objectives and 
policies. Once developed, the vision and subsequent components will be made available 
for public evaluation and comment. 

Public partnership is advanced as the Comprehensive Planning Committee continues 
to meet to begin reviewing and adopting a community vision, goals, objectives and 
policies. 

Work Element Three: Visioning and Opportunities 

Program 1 Community Survey 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 



                                                               

                                     

              
           

               
              

     
 

          
 

            
                 

             
 

              
          

             
 

           
            

 
              

              
               

            
               

          
 

          
           

              
             

               
 

          
               

                
          

 
 

       
 

             
              

          
             
               

            
            

            
           

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix B: Public Participation 

The administration of the survey will act to increase public awareness, as the survey 
itself will provide information related to the comprehensive planning process including 
opportunities available to participate. The survey will also act as a primary means to 
gather public input and gauge community feelings and desires which can be utilized as 
an aid to policy development. 

Program 2 Issue Identification through a Vision Forum 

Program 2 constitutes the most public participation intensive part of the comprehensive 
planning approach. It is at this point in the process that citizens identify key issues and 
develop a vision of what their community should look like in the future. 

As in previous programs, public awareness efforts will focus on the utilization of the 
newspaper, announcements at community meetings, posted agendas and other printed 
material to inform people of the opportunity to participate in the Vision Forum. 

Public education will continue through this program, primarily by informing participants 
of the visioning process and what information is appropriate to share. 

Public input will be gathered in a number of ways. Opportunities for interactive 
questions and answers will be made available though the facilitation of small and large 
group discussion. Citizens will also have an opportunity to rate and comment on Town 
Alternative Future Growth Scenarios and have an opportunity to evaluate different types 
of development and its impact on the community as part of the Visual Resources and 
Character Analysis (also described later in this document). 

Public interaction will give citizens an opportunity to evaluate the strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities and threats (SWOT’s) analysis and draft vision statement of 
the Town Comprehensive Planning Committee. The analysis is designed in such a way 
to help participants clearly describe their hopes and concerns through the preparation of 
a final vision statement for the Town of Reedsburg and for Sauk County in general. 

Public Partnership efforts continue as the Comprehensive Planning Committee will 
utilize all of the information gathered at the Vision Forum and formulates a single and 
cohesive Vision for the Town. The Committee will also begin to formulate ways to build 
on the identified strengths, pursue opportunities, reduce weaknesses and eliminate 
threats. 

Program 3 Focus Group Meetings 

The focus group meetings will convene to further detail issues identified through the 
opinion surveys and information gathered through the visioning session. As part of this 
program, members of the Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Planning Committee, 
Sauk County Technical Advisory Team and identified experts from the general public will 
have an opportunity to begin formulating goals, objectives and polices. This stage of the 
planning process will include a public interaction component with regard to invited 
experts from the community (i.e. local farmers, conservationists, historians etc.), but will 
be more representative of public partnership as members of varied decision making 
authorities will be the primary make-up of the focus groups. 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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Program 4 Visual Resources and Character Analysis 

As in previous programs, public awareness efforts will focus on the utilization of the 
newspaper, announcements at community meetings, posted agendas and other printed 
material to inform people of the opportunity to participate in the Vision Forum / Visual 
Resources and Character Analysis. 

Public education will continue through this program, primarily by informing participants 
as to what information and viewpoints the planning process is aiming to garner through 
the windshield survey and to further explain how the information gathered will be used. 

Public input will be gathered in a number of ways. Opportunities for the public to rate 
pictures from good to bad will be made in addition to allowing for an opportunity to place 
comments next to pictures as to whether that particular picture should be representative 
of the future ‘look’ of the Town. 

Public Interaction will occur indirectly from this exercise as the information gathered as 
part of this process will be later utilized by the focus groups during policy development as 
well as by the Comprehensive Planning Committee during final policy election. 

Program 5 Town Alternative Future Scenarios 

As in previous programs, public awareness efforts will focus on the utilization of the 
newspaper, announcements at community meetings, posted agendas and other printed 
material to inform people of the opportunity to participate in the Vision Forum/ Town 
Alternative Future Scenarios. 

Public education will continue through this program, primarily by informing participants 
as to what information and viewpoints the planning process is aiming to garner through 
the windshield survey and to further explain how the information gathered will be used. 

Public input will be gathered through an opportunity for the public to rate and comment 
on each of the long-term growth scenarios for the Town. This will be done through a 
written survey as well as though open written comments. 

Public interaction will occur indirectly from this exercise as the information gathered as 
part of this process will be later utilized by the focus groups during policy development as 
well as the Comprehensive Planning Committee during final policy election. 

Work Element Four: Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan 

Program 1 Plan Review and Adoption (2nd Open House) 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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In this program, the Comprehensive Planning Committee, local units of government and 
citizens review the draft comprehensive plan. 

Public awareness surrounding the review and adoptions steps will utilize a newspaper 
article and public posting to make the public aware of this opportunity. 

A public education session at this open house will help improve understanding of the 
plan review and adoption process, as well as specifics of the plan as they are identified. 

Public input will be solicited regarding the comprehensive plan. Opportunities for 
interactive questions will be made available at this open house as well as through other 
means of communication s appropriately identified. Materials will be made available for 
review and comment at county and local government offices, and at the local library. 

Public partnership efforts will be focussed on the comprehensive planning committee 
taking final action to improve the comprehensive plan and presenting the final 
comprehensive plan document to local units of government and the county board of 
supervisors for approval. 

Program 2 Plan Implementation 

Phase I of the comprehensive planning process is complete following the adoption of the 
comprehensive plan by the county board of supervisors. This leads into Phase II that 
includes the implementation of the Town’s Comprehensive Plan, training for the Town’s 
Plan Commission/Town Board, and development and adoption of new zoning and land 
division regulations both at a local and county level. 

Program 3 Plan Monitoring, Reassessment and Amendment Procedures 

As the plan is implemented, it is imperative to monitor and reassess the effectiveness of 
strategies and policies that have been put into place. Effective strategies need to be 
maintained while ineffective strategies need to be modified or terminated. An 
amendment process will be developed to address issues that develop with the plan, or 
changes that take place in the community that necessitate change in the documents. 
Public involvement in this process will be needed. This program constitutes Phase III, 
which runs concurrently with Phase II as noted in the public participation plan and the 
Town of Reedsburg Scope of Work document. 

References: 

Hinds, David G. Purposes and Typologies for Citizen Participation.  University of Wisconsin Extension, 
Cooperative Extension.  In Citizen Participation Training (Teaching Manual). Madison, Wisconsin, 2001. 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 



                                                               

                                     

 
     

   
    

 
 

  
    

  
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 
   

  
   

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix B: Public Participation 

Comprehensive Plan Vision Workshop and Open House 

Sponsored by the 


Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Committee 


All Town of Reedsburg residents and landowners, neighboring governmental officials and 
interested persons are invited to participate in the Town of Reedsburg Vision Workshop 
and Open House on September 17, 2003.  Participants will discuss current opportunities 
and challenges facing the Town of Reedsburg as well as meet and provide direction to the 
Comprehensive Plan Committee and Town Officials. 

Your input is extremely important!   Once adopted, the Town’s plan will serve as the 
guide to Town officials and residents on such issues as economic development, 
environmental preservation, land use, land division and agricultural opportunities.  This 
plan should reflect the vision, goals and values of all residents and landowners.   

The Town of Reedsburg Vision Workshop / Open House will be held from 6:30 p.m. 
to 
8:00 p.m. on September 17 at the Town Hall, located on Hwy 33.   Participants will be 
asked to provide input into the draft Key Vision Elements of the comprehensive plan, as 
developed by the Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Planning Committee, from 6:30 p.m. 
until 7:30 p.m.  The participants will also have the opportunity to give input on visual 
inventories and meet Plan Committee representatives. 

For additional information please contact Linda Borleske, Town of Reedsburg 
Comprehensive Plan Committee Chair at 524-2509, or Lance Gurney at the Sauk County 
Planning & Zoning Department at 355-3285, ext 3430, email lgurney@co.sauk.wi.us.  We 
look forward to seeing you on September 17th! 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 

mailto:lgurney@co.sauk.wi.us
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Reedsburg Independent, Thursday, September I I, 2003, Page 9

Town of Reedsburg vision
plan workshop Sept. 17

All Town of Reedsburg residents and landowners. neighbonng gov
ernmental officials and interested persons art Invited to participate in
the Town of Reedsburg Vision Workshop and Opcn House on
September 17. Participants will discuss current opportunities and chal
lenges facing the Town of Reedsburg as well as meet and provide direc
tion to thc Comprehensive Plan Committee and town officials.

Your input is extremely Important! Once adopted, the Town's plan
will servc as thc guide to town officials and residents on such Issues as
economic development, environmental preservation. land use, land
division and agricultural opportunities. This plan should renect Ihe
vision, goals and values of all residents and lando'>\1lcrs.

The Town of Reedsburg Vision Workshop/Open House will be held
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on September 17 at the Town I-Iall, locat
ed at the northwest comer of West Main Street and North Preston
Avenue in Reedsburg. PartIcipants will be asked to provide input into
the draft key vision elements of the comprehensive plan. as developed
by the Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Planning Comminee, from
6:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. The participants will also have the opportu
nity to give input on visual inventories and meet Plan Comminec rep
resentatlves.

For additional information please contact Linda Borleske, Town of
Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Comminec Cha.lTperson, at 524-2509.
or Lance Gurney at the Sauk County Planning & Zoning Dcpartmem at
355-3285, ext 3430, emaillgumey@co.sauk.wi.us.
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FOCUS GROUPS- TOWN OF REEDSBURG 

Housing 
Mike Kozlowski 
Ron Schenck 
Dan Dietz 
Kurt Johansen 

Utilities 
Dan Peterson 
Ervin Borleske 
Gary Zobel 
Dave Laukant 

Transportation 
Brad Ellis 
Carl Mundth 
Matt Peterson 
Dave Dietz 

Intergovernmental 
Paul Grosskrueger 
Ed Brooks 
Linda Borleske 
Pat Farber 

Economic Development 
Dan Crary 
Art Schrader 
Jim Schiefelbein 
Clarence Puranen 
Art Schrader 

Agricultural/Natural Resources 
Larry Mundth 
David Allen 
Gene Wuest 
Walter Klitzke 
Marilyn Hoffman 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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Please Join
 
The Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Planning Committee
 

for an
 

Intergovernmental Cooperative Forum
 
Wednesday, May 26, 2004
 

7 P.M.
 
Town of Reedsburg Town Hall
 

(State Highway 33). 

The Town of Reedsburg, in cooperation with the Sauk County Department of Planning and 
Zoning, is pleased to sponsor an Intergovernmental Forum in conjunction with the 
development of a ‘Smart Growth’ compliant Comprehensive Plan.  The Comprehensive 
Planning Committee has been enthusiastically volunteering for several months, identifying 
needs and opportunities, planning for preservation and providing direction for growth. The 
Town is rich with history, resources and opportunities and Committee members would like 
to share their thoughts on what the future may hold, as well as provide an opportunity for 
additional discussion and input from you.   

Throughout the planning process, various opportunities for public input have and will 
continue to occur.  The Intergovernmental Cooperative Forum is one such opportunity.  
The Forum provides local groups and agencies the ideal occasion to review the 
Comprehensive Planning Committee work to date, provide feedback and participate in 
joint planning and decision-making.  Your input in the planning process is extremely 
important. 

Enclosed is an agenda for the evening, a copy of the Goals adopted by the Town of 
Reedsburg, drafts of the Objectives and Policies developed by the various Focus Groups 
and proposed land use map have been included for your review.   

So that we can plan accordingly, please RSVP by Monday, May 24, 2004. Email Lance 
Gurney, Director, Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning at 
lgurney@co.sauk.wi.us or call 355-3285.    

Cooperative planning positively affects us all!  We look forward to meeting with you May 
26, 2004. 

Reminder:  For those municipalities who may have a quorum as a result of attendance at 
this session, please be sure to properly post this meeting in your regular location. 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 

mailto:lgurney@co.sauk.wi.us
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Town of Reedsburg
Comprehensive Plan Open House

ThoI T.--. I:eed<tuv~ Plan~ .'.... )<"'110 .... '-"Gl-..y
~r ",-, ClJl..~
'''''"1""""" <If R__'9 COii'9'~""'u...Plan' is tt.: ",,,,* of a 'fCIIiIoC1t\l~by._
~oI~~oblobiolloo-"'''_'''-I-...o~.oIIC'n ......... 1rr
-..hdl!hl 1",,,, """ rn_ "'d prcleC:llhcse $pcciOI1c8':wl::5 inlo lui......

Thfo"llh ~Ta 'J!sion__:;I01ilgI'"_~. 1",1"-nc:luI'-pnI<' _ "lOO'I't"'~

.,.... _ ,·.hM III ""poll.... 10~ oom \he To_. ","",I;l!~ ;<;11"-"'1....
Ir>ou<tr,.. hoI..~ c;lPOfllrllk$. and lie __"I d." ::Ief.

AlIhI! openho~. )'OW ...;II ""......~ to Ie3m _ Rec~$ ..,....". dc\o:kIped d'llll
CO'"'lW'!...._ Pl"" as~~s pralido: l;OIM'leflllo l!lol C.." ..,A......

The 011'" If"",. will h ~Mf .111" ReM.<borg 10Wl11f"'l "" J,,"~30, 1(1(14 • 1:00pm.

11"'00 N"'~ 31'")" 'lU!I!'AlOM ~~ m.ly contxt Lioo" Bur...... C.... '" II'" (;""""""...e"" Plan
Comlfill"" ... 524·2!lln", MiI<II~I ~'k:8 A.... 31524·4330. F01ailhg th,:, O?oo_.
"'" T<r"''' Beard "';1 hCI<'l ~ pub'le 1>;.., on J"'" 12 10 wnoid.. ltC<J:>I...n 0/ the /-'Is<!.

On bch"l 01 th,:, rH:Olbcl. 0/ d". CU",,,, "A PIA" C;l1mm,""" we hope to .-:e l'Cl.ilhefd



                                                               

                                     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix B: Public Participation 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 

Town of Reedsburg's comprehensive plan
awaits residents'scrutiny

T he developers are
breathing down our
necks! The DOT is

poised to pour more pave
ment! urban sprawl is on
our doorstep! Say qGood
bye" to family farms, to
clean rivers, to tree-cov
ered hills. Forget about
quiet roads and clear night
skies and butterflies. Alas,
is there no hope? Have we
no way to protect our
future? Where are the
supel' heroes when we
need tbem?

Hold on! Look there, on
the horizont Is it a bird? Is
it a plane? No, it's Super
Plan! Just when things
looked darkest, just as
hope was lost, the Town of
Reedsburg Comprehensive
Plan has arrived to save
the day. and many tomor
rows, as well. The draft
edition of Super Plan is hot
off the press and you can
read it at the library or on
line by going to
www.co.sauk.wLus.click
ing on Planning and Zoning
Department, then compre
hensive planning, then
Reedsburg Township.

Why spend time reading
this plan when there is
other delightful summer
reading like The Secret
Life of Bees? Because this
plan has come to stand
between you and all the
ricky-tacky little boxes
that are just waiting for
the chance to settle in your
neighborhood. This plan
will stand behveen you and

MIMI WUEST
loW"sIl1ollg!n

the open pit mine, the
amusement park, the ren
dering plant and the
nuclear waste dump. This
plan will allow you to take
your grandchildren for a
quiet bike ride through the
green and growing coun
tryside, to stop and watch
the deer grazing and the
wild turkeys foraging and
to sit beside a clean and
sparkling Narrows Creek.

You can also hear a for
mal presentation of the
Town of Reedsburg Com
prehensive Plan next
Wednesday, June 30, at 7
p.m. at the Reedsburg
Town Hall on West Main
Street. This "Meet Your
Plan~ evening is open to all
and everyone is encour
aged to come and listen
and to make comments.
The plan is for the Town of
Reedsburg, but it will be of
interest to residents of the
City of Reedsburg, as well.
It should be about as much
fun as you can have in
Reedsburg on a Wednes
day evening: there will be
refreshments and you'll

have a chance to meet
some of the local citizens
who have been laboring
for a year to create the
plan.

A year ago, in public
meetings, the Town of
Reedsburg set out its pri
orities for the future of the
township. Number one was
to preserve the natural
beauty and the rural char
acter of the community.
Other priorities were pre
serving and enhancing the
present and future tax
base of the township, pro
moting a balance between
the impacts of human set
tlement with the natural
environment, preserving
and enhancing the Town's
family farming tradition
and enhancing the avail
ability of high quality edu
cational opportunities.

In order to achieve these
goals, a complex and
admittedly sometimes
tedious plan has been cre
ated. The plot drags at
times, but the maps are
terrific. You'll read about
bike trails and scenic
views and septic suitabili
ty. You can view projec
tions of what the Town will
look like at various rates of
development. You can see
where new houses can be
located, in keeping with
the over-all principle of
one house per 3S acres of
land. You'll learn that this
does not have to mean
houses with 35 acre lawns,
but can be translated into

clusters of houses on
smaller lots, leaving most
of the land free for agricul
ture or in its natural state.

I saw the benefits of
careful planning when I
visited Vermont last
month. They do not allow
roadside billboards and
instead they have small
brown and white signs at
the edges of communities
listing the local lodging
and restaurants, with sim
ple directions, like "112
mile on the right." This
gives tourists all the infor·
matioD they need without
distracting from the beau
tiful scenery.

If you care about the
quality of life in Reeds
burg Township, come and
add your two cents worth
or your $2 worth next
Wednesday. Even if you
don't care, come for the
free refreshments. We all
know there are forces out
there that would grind up
these hills for gravel, log
off the trees, sell the top
soil and copyright the
bird's songs if they get the
chance. For example, the
Federal Government just
sold 150 acres of public
land (that is, yours and
mine) on a mountain top in
Colorado to a mining com
pany for $S an acre!
There's a lot of greed out
there, a lot of favors done
and not recorded. In Col
orado, maybe, but just let
them try it in the Town of
Reedsburg.



                                                               

                                     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix B: Public Participation 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 

Town's comprehensive plan
nears completion

Thirteen month's work pre
sented to residents.

By Emily M. Bialkowski
r_....

The Thwnship of Reeds
burg is preparing to adopt its
comprehensive plan - a plan
that will affect every land
use decision for the next 20
years.

Comprehensive planning is
mandated by the state for all
local units of government
wishing to engage in land
use actions. There are nine
required elements the plan
must address, including
issues and opportunities,
housing, transportation, utili
ties and community facili
ties, agricultural, natural and
cultural resources, economic
development, intergovern
mental cooperation, land-use
and plan implementation.

The Township has been
working on its plan for the
last 13 months by holding a
series of meetings, focus
group discussions and post
iog public notices.

On Wednesday Compre
hensive Plan Committee
Chair Linda Borleske, in con
junction with the Sauk Coun
ty Office of Planning and
Zoning, hosted an open
forum where residents could
hear an overview of the

township's proposed plan and
offer feedback on areas of
concern.

The plan
As part of the planning

process a committee of about
25 residents was formed and
developed five vision goals
for the community - preserv
ing natural beauty; enhanc
ing the tax base; promoting
balance between human set
tlement and natural
resources; preserving the
town's family-farm tradition;
and enhancing the availabili
ty of quality education
opportunities.

The vision goals were cre
ated to help direct future
decisions, but it was ele
ments of the plan relating to
residential growth that drew
the most discussion at the
open house.

The township recognizes
several types of zoning clas
sifications, with the majority
of land being exclusive ago
Such zoning requires a
landowner to own 3S acres of
land in order to build a resi
dence.

Lance Gurney, director of
planning and zoning, said the
committee favors keeping
the 35 acre lot minimum but
is interested in exploring
what is called clustering, or
density-based zoning.

In this situation a lando\\'ll-

er could parcel off one to
five acres for residential
development and put an
easement on the remaining
land. The easement would
prevent further building on
the property for 20 years.

In till:: last decade the
township has experienced a
growth rate of 10 to 12 per
cent, or seven to 10 new
homes per year.

Residential development
trends are aiming toward
Highway 12 and Wisconsin
Dells, the plan finds_ To
address the township's wish
to maintain natural beauty
and farmland, yet increase
tax base, the committee is
proposing to concentrate
rural subdivision growth in
the City of Reedsburg extra
territorial zone (ET).

The ET zone or boundary
is made up of land extending
up to one and a half miles
outside Reedsburg city limits
where governmental juris
diction is held by the city.

Intergovernmental
cooperation
In an effort to address

jurisdictional concerns the
township hosted an intergov
ernmental meeting in May to
talk about, among other
things, the ET.

City officials expressed
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PLAN
concern about the location
and density of potential rural
subdivisions.

"The city is worried about
if the people ever want to
come into the city and how to
serve them with utilities;'
City Engineer Steve Zibell
said.

In response, the township
and county said they are
looking into community well
systems. A community well
would serve a small group of
homes. If the homes were to
ever become part of the city,
crews could simply hook the
well up with city water serv
ices.

"Those were just initial
discussions with the city. It's
something identified in the
plan that needs to be taken
care of yet," Gurney said.

In the meantime, the City
of Reedsburg Plan Commis-

ing costs. It would also
cause a loss in revenue of
,r, .... _"" __ --- ••_--

sion has said they will not
approve any rural subdivi
sions until the details are
ironed out.

"Speaking for the city, it
would be nice if develop
ments were constructed so
it would be easy to convert
to city utilities," Zibell said.

Disagreement about
future roads was also men
tioned but did not generate
action.

The timeline
On Monday, July 12 the

township comprehensive
planning committee will
host a public hearing at the
town hall. Residents nre
encouraged to step for
ward with concerns at that
time. Pending no dramatic
changes the committee will
recommend the document
for adoption by the regular
town board. The compre
hensive plan will then need
to be reviewed by the coun
ty for final acceptance.

The entire plan is cur
rently available for view
ing at the City of Reeds
burg Public Library. Once
adopted all land-use deci
sions must coincide with
the plan.



                                                               

                                     

    
 
           

              
            

     
 
            

       
        

   
 
         

        
          

         
        

        
      

  
             

         
        

    
 

              
        
     

        
          

       
      
             

         
         

       
          

   
 

      
 

   
     
 
       

 
          
             
      

 
 
 
 
 

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan	 Appendix B: Public Participation 

Town of Reedsburg Notice
 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that the Town of Reedsburg Town Board
 
will hold a Public Hearing on July 12, 2004, at 7:30 p.m., or as
 
soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, at the Town of
 
Reedsburg Town Hall to consider:
 

I.	 A. The adoption of a proposed comprehensive plan in
 
compliance with the State of Wisconsin’s Comprehensive
 
Planning Legislation for the Town of Reedsburg, County
 
of Sauk, Wisconsin.
 

ANY PERSON DESIRING MORE INFORMATION REGARDING THE
 
PROPOSED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN MAY REVIEW COPIES OF THE
 
SAME AT THE SAUK COUNTY PLANNING & ZONING OFFICE, THE
 
REEDSBURG TOWN HALL OR CALL ED BROOKS, TOWN OF
 
REEDSBURG CHAIR, AT 608/524-3902 OR CALL THE SAUK
 
COUNTY PLANNING & ZONING OFFICE, AARON HARTMAN AT
 
608/355-3285 FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.
 

B.	 Testimony of persons to appear at the public hearing;
 
any person so desiring will be given a reasonable
 
opportunity to express their opinions on the matter
 
before the Town Board.
 

II.	 A. The purpose of the proposed hearing is to consider the
 
adoption of the Town of Reedsburg’s Comprehensive Plan
 
prepared under Wisconsin’s Comprehensive Planning
 
Legislation, adopted in 1999 and contained in Wis.
 
Stat. §66.1001. This Plan meets all of the statutory
 
elements and requirements of this legislation.
 

B.	 Copies of the Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan can
 
be obtained from the Sauk County Planning and Zoning
 
Office at the Sauk County West Square Building, 505
 
Broadway, Baraboo, WI 53913 (Telephone 608/355-3285) or
 
at the Reedsburg Town Hall. Fees will be charged to
 
cover printing costs.
 

Date: June 4, 2004
 

BY:	 Eugene Hackbarth
 
Town of Reedsburg Clerk
 

To be published June 9, 2004
 

If you have a disability and need help, reasonable accommodations
 
can be made for those so requesting provided that a 48 hour notice
 
is given. Please call 608-524-2006.
 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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Agriculture and Land Use Team,UW Cooperative Extension and the Program on 
Agricultural TechnologyStudies (PATS)“Trends in Farm Numbers,1989-1997.” Table 2. 
Wisconsin Town Land Use Databook: Town-Level Farming and Land Use Trends 1990-
1998,SaukCounty,WI.Universityof Wisconsin-Madison: September 1999. 

Merrill,John,Brian W.Ohm and Erich Schmidtke.Housing Wisconsin: A Guide to 
Preparing the Housing Elementof a Local Comprehensive Plan.The Universityof 
Wisconsin,Madison: March 2001. 

MSA Professional Services Inc and the City of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan 
Commission. City of Reedsburg, Wisconsin Comprehensive Plan. Baraboo, WI: 2002. 

fnor

SaukCountyDepartmentof Planning and Zoning,June 1998.SaukCounty20/20 
DevelopmentPlan,Volume IV: The CountyProfile,Second Edition.SaukCounty,WI. 

SaukCountyDepartmentof Planning and Zoning,June 1998.SaukCounty20/20 

Source

DevelopmentPlan,Volume V: DevelopmentPlan.SaukCounty,WI 

SaukCountyDepartmentof Planning and Zoning.Town of Reedsburg DevelopmentPlan. 
October 1990 

“Transportation Facilities: Bike and Recreational Facilities.”Highway12Growth 
ManagementPlan,Appendices A-F,PublicHearing DraftJune 10,2003.A-38 

“Transportation Facilities: Transit.” Highway12Growth ManagementPlan,Appendices A-
F,PublicHearing DraftJune 10,2003.A-38 

United States Departmentof Agriculture Soil Conservation Service in Cooperation with 
Research Division of the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences Universityof Wisconsin. 
Soil Surveyof SaukCountyWisconsin.March 1980. 

Wisconsin Departmentof Natural Resources.The Lower Wisconsin River: Water Quality 
ManagementPlan.Madison,WI: January1994. 

:sourcesinOnl eRe

Edgewood College .http://www.edgewood.edu,2002 

Lower Wisconsin River Basin Page. 
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/gmu/lowerwis/index.htm 

Madison Area Technical College – Madison 
http://matcmadison.edu/matc/about/about.shtm,2002 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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Madison Area Technical College – Reedsburg.
�
http://matcmadison.edu/matc/campuses/reedsburg,2002
�

“Narrows Creekand Baraboo River Watershed”(LW22)and “Crossman Creekand Little 
Baraboo Watershed (LW23).The Lower Wisconsin State of the Basin Report.Online. 
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/gmu/lowerwis/lwbasinplan.html
�

Reedsburg School Districthttp://rsd.k12.wi.us,2004
�

Highlights of the State’s Agriculture.1992Census of Agriculture: Wisconsin.
�
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census/census92/volume1/wi-49/toc92.htm
�

Rural Development(USDA)http://www.rurdev.usda.gov,2004
�

SaukCountyDevelopmentCorporation.CommunityProfiles: Reedsburg,2003.
�
http://www.scdc.com/docs/profiles.html  2004
�

SaukCountyHistorical Society http://www.saukcounty.com/schs/
�

United States Census Bureau 2004.http://census.gov/ 2004
�

United States Census 2000Data Information: Derived Measures.
�
http://factfinder.census.gov/  2004
�

Universityof Wisconsin – Baraboo http://baraboo-sauk.uwc.edu/ 2004
�

Universityof Wisconisn – Madison .http://www.wisc.edu/ 2004
�

Universityof Wisconisn – Richland.http://richland.uwc.edu/  2004
�

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
 
http://www.nationalhomeless.org/  2004
 

Wisconsin Departmentof Administration (DOA)http://www.doa.state.wi.us,2004. 

Wisconsin Housing and EconomicDevelopmentAuthority(WHEDA)
�
http://www.wheda.com/programs  2004
�

Wisconsin Departementof Natural Resources website on wetlands
�
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/fhp/wetlands/index.shtml.2004
�

Wisconsin Departmentof Tourism,http://agency.travelwisconsin.com 2004
�

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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Ag sa dOr :ionsi tganzanience

SaukCountyDepartmentof Planning and Zoning.505Broadway,Baraboo,WI53913. 
http://www.co.sauk.wi.us/pz/mainpg.htm 

SaukCountyDevelopmentCorporation.1000Log Lodge Court,Baraboo,WI53913. 
http://www.scdc.com/ 

SaukCountyHighwayDepartment.Highway136,WestBaraboo,WI53913.(608)356-
3855 

SaukCountyLand Conservation Department.505Broadway,Room 232Baraboo,WI 
53913.http://www.co.sauk.wi.us/land/mainpg.htm 

SaukCountyMapping Department.505Broadway,Room 218Baraboo,WI53913 
http://www.co.sauk.wi.us/mapping/mainpg.htm 

SaukCountyUW Extension.505Broadway,Room 334Baraboo,WI53913. 
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/sauk/ 

State of Wisconsin Departmentof Natural Resources/Forestry.505Broadway,Room 202 
Baraboo,WI53913. 

United States Departmentof Agriculture FSA – Farm Service Agency.505Broadway, 
Room 225Baraboo,WI53913. 

United States Departmentof Agriculture Natural Resources.505Broadway,Room 232 
Baraboo,WI53913.http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/ 

U.S. Departmentof Housing and Urban Development.4517th StreetS.W.Washington, 
DC 20410. 

Wisconsin Departmentof Agriculture,Trade and Consumer Protection.2811Agriculture 
Drive,Madison,WI53718.http://datcp.state.wi.us/ 

Wisconsin Departmentof Commerce.201WestWashington Avenue,Madison,WI53717. 
http://www.commerce.state.wi.us/ 

Wisconsin Small Business DevelopmentCenter.Universityof Wisconsin,975University 
Ave.,Rm.3260,Madison,WI53706 

Wisconsin Departmentof Transportation.4802Sheboygan Ave.Madison,WI53707-7910
 http://www.dot.state.wi.us/ 

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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Pe  c mmu sa do ra

EricGrosso of the Labor DevelopmentOffice,a division of the Departmentof Workforce 
Development 

Town of Reedsburg Board Members. 
KellyWilcock,Director of SaukCountyHousing Authority 

it :sssancehtenioni tncaolrsona

Ph sCo yof

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Committee 
SaukCountyPlanning and Zoning Department 

:turestoo

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) Program
 

The Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) Program is an innovative concept that directs 
new growth to centralized areas where adequate services can be provided at a reasonable 
cost while preserving prime agricultural land and other environmentally significant areas 
as permanent open space. 

Under the TDR program, landowners would be provided the opportunity to transfer their 
“development rights” from all or portions of their land to another area.  The landowner’s 
“development rights” are determined by applying the Town’s density policy to 
contiguous lands under one ownership, which are typically referred to as “sending areas”.  
“Sending areas” are properties with prime agricultural soils and significant environmental 
features that add to Town of Reedsburg’s farming tradition and rural character.  These 
areas are protected from future development by “transferring” the development rights to 
areas that are appropriate for concentrated development with sufficient infrastructure to 
support the residential uses.  The areas that receive the development rights are typically 
referred to as the “receiving area”. 

Based on the discussions and input provided throughout the Town of Reedsburg 
Comprehensive Planning process, the “receiving area” would be designated as a 
subdivision area on primarily nonprime agricultural soils in centralized areas within the 
Town.  The subdivision (receiving area) would be required to provide community well 
and septic service, minimize the impact on prime agricultural soils and existing adjacent 
land uses, and not create an unreasonable demand for additional public services including 
road maintenance, school busing, emergency services and law enforcement. 

The “development rights” are purchased from landowners in the “sending area” by 
landowners in the “receiving area” in order to establish buildable residential lots.  The 
“receiving” landowner would be required to rezone from Exclusive Agricultural zoning 
to a more appropriate zoning designation to allow for the development of a residential 
subdivision with a higher density.  

Once the “development rights” for a piece of property have been transferred, the “sending 
area” would be required to record a restrictive covenant or conservation easement on the 
property to prevent further land divisions or development.   

The Transfer of Development Rights Program is a voluntary program.  It is meant to 
compliment the Town’s existing Exclusive Agricultural zoning designation as well as 
other alternatives like “Purchase of Development Rights” and “Clustering” programs 
explained below.  It is not the intent of the Town of Town of Reedsburg to replace 
Exclusive Agricultural zoning, i.e. the ability to construct a new residence on 35 acres or 
more, with the Transfer of Development Rights program.  It must also be pointed out that 
the use of TDR is not an automatic right, but must receive approvals from both the Town 
of Reedsburg and the Sauk County Board of Supervisors based on a recommendation by 
the Planning, Zoning and Land Records Committee.   

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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Prior to approval of a TDR, the Town Reedsburg and Sauk County Planning, Zoning and 
Land Records Committee must consider the following factors: 

1. 	 The TDR “sending area” should be an area that the Town of Reedsburg and 
the Sauk County Planning, Zoning and Land Records Committee recognizes 
for preservation as open space based on one or more of the following criteria: 

•	 The “sending area” should have a soil capability classification of Class I, 
II, or III.  The highest priority for the use of TDR’s should be given to 
lands with this classification. 

•	 The “sending area” should be prime wildlife habitat that merits protection. 
A high priority should be placed on preserving large tracts of woodlands 
and grasslands that have the greatest wildlife habitat values. 

•	 The “sending area” should be environmentally sensitive land that is not 
otherwise protected from development by current floodplain or wetland 
regulations.  However, this does not prevent a property with some 
floodplain or wetland areas from being included as part of a sending area 
if the property contains characteristics referenced above. 

2. 	 The Town of Reedsburg must approve the selection and location of the 
“sending” and “receiving” areas. 

3. 	 The Sauk County Board of Supervisors, based on the recommendation of the 
Sauk County Planning, Zoning and Land Records Committee, must approve 
the selection and location of the “sending” and “receiving” areas. 

Implementation of the TDR Program will allow the Town of Reedsburg to meet the needs 
of future development demands while helping protect and preserve the Town’s rural 
character and family-farming tradition.  The Program will also minimize the conflicts 
typically associated with additional residential development in a rural setting with 
existing agricultural practices.  

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 
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Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) Program
 

The Sauk County Land Preservation Program 

The Sauk County Land Preservation Program is a recently implemented effort to protect 
important natural resources and agricultural land by the direct public acquisition of land 
rights from private landowners.  Sauk County employs a concept known as the Purchase 
of Development Rights (PDR) by which the County economically compensates private 
landowners who voluntarily agree to permanently convey to Sauk County, the local town 
or a private non-profit conservation organization, the right to develop their property for 
residential or commercial use.  The "fair market" value of the landowner's development 
rights is determined by a  professional appraisal that compares estimates of the 
unrestricted market value of the property and the restricted-use value for agriculture, 
recreation or wildlife habitat.  The difference between those two estimated values is the 
"fair market" value of the development rights, which Sauk County can legally offer to the 
landowner.  For example, the following is an actual example of a BRPP development 
rights acquisition: 

The estimated unrestricted ("before") value of a 78 acre wooded property is appraised at 
$213,000.  The estimated restricted use value of the property is $135,000.  The difference 
between the unrestricted value and the restricted use value is $78,000 ($1,000/acre).  This 
is the value of the development rights which Sauk County was able to offer the 
landowner. 

The purpose and terms of the agreement, including the respective rights of Sauk County 
to enforce the agreement and the landowner to use the land, are detailed in a legal 
instrument called a Conservation Easement which is signed by the parties and recorded 
with the Register of Deeds as part of the permanent land record for that property.  
Agriculture, forestry, recreation and other traditional uses of the land are typically 
permitted, within the parameters of approved soil and water conservation or forestry 
stewardship plans. 

Currently Sauk County is purchasing development rights from willing sellers whose land 
lies within the boundaries of the Baraboo Range National Natural Landmark (BRNNL), 
as it existed in March of 1999.  This effort is called the Baraboo Range Protection 
Program (BRPP), and is funded by a $5M grant from the Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation.  The BRPP is administered by the Sauk County Department of Planning 
and Zoning with oversight by the Baraboo Range Commission, a nine-member 
commission of the Sauk County Board of Supervisors.  A county wide Purchase of 
Development Rights program is envisioned for implementation in 2003, primarily for the 
protection of important agricultural and other important natural resource areas throughout 
Sauk County, but outside the boundaries of the BRNNL.  This effort will be partly 
funded by a WisDOT grant, partly by Sauk County, and partly by federal, state or private 
non-profit grants.    

Sauk County Department of Planning and Zoning 11/09/04 



                                          

        

  
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix E: Alternative Land Use Practices 

Sauk County's Land Preservation Program is intended to support the County's 
Comprehensive Plan and local Comprehensive Plans by providing a means for 
permanently preventing the development of landscapes designated in these plans for 
agricultural, open space, wildlife conservation or recreational use. 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix E: Alternative Land Use Practices 

Clustering
 

The Clustering Program is much like that of the Transfer of Development Right (TDR) 
Program, with one major difference.  Instead of transferring “development rights” from 
one property (sending area) to another property located elsewhere in the Town (receiving 
area), the “development rights” are transferred to a specific area on the same property.  
These rights are then “clustered” together to minimize the impacts on prime agricultural 
soils, environmentally significant areas, and existing agricultural land uses. 

Like the TDR program, the “development rights” are based on the Town’s density policy 
of one residence per 35 acres of contiguous land owned under one ownership.  These 
“development rights” would then be “clustered” on a portion of the property that would 
minimize the conversion of prime agricultural soils to nonagricultural land uses and 
would protect environmentally significant and sensitive portions of the property from 
development.  The Town of  Reedsburg has developed standards for “clustering” which 
are include within the Development Guidelines document of the Comprehensive Plan.   

Based on discussions and input provided throughout the Town of Reedsburg 
Comprehensive Planning process, the number of lots created in a cluster on each 
contiguous farm is limited to three.  These lots are also limited in size from a minimum of 
1 acre to a maximum of 5 acres to minimize the conversion of agricultural lands to 
residential use.  Additional “development rights” could either be transferred to a 
subdivision, protected through the sale of a conservation easement, or sold in 35 acre 
parcels based on the Town’s density policy. 

Once the “development rights” for a piece of property have been clustered, the difference 
in acreage between the size of the clustered lots created and the Town’s 35 acre density 
policy would require the recording of a restrictive covenant or conservation easement on 
the property (cluster remnant) to prevent further land divisions or development.   

Example: Landowner A clusters three lots, of two acres each, on a non-productive 
portion of the property. In exchange, the landowner would be required to protect 
99 acres of land from further land division or development. 

Town’s density policy 
Size of lot clustered 
Cluster Remnant 

35 acres 
- 2 acres 
33 acres (difference) 

Multiplied by # of Lots 
Required Acreage Protected 

x 3 
99 acres 

Once again, the Clustering Program is a voluntary program.  It is meant to compliment 
the Town’s existing Exclusive Agricultural zoning designation as well as other 
alternatives like “Purchase of Development Rights (PDR)” and “Transfer of 
Development Rights (TDR)” programs. It is not the intent of the Town of Reedsburg to 
replace Exclusive Agricultural zoning, ie the ability to construct a new residence on 35 
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acres or more, with the Clustering program.  It also must be pointed out that the use of 
Clustering is not an automatic right, but must receive approvals from both the Town of 
Reedsburg and the Sauk County Board of Supervisors based on a recommendation by the 
Planning, Zoning and Land Records Committee. 

Implementation of the Clustering Program will allow the Town of  Reedsburg to meet the 
needs of future development demands while helping protect and preserve the Town’s 
rural character and family farming tradition.  This program will help keep farm operators 
well-capitalized and up-to-date, allow the continuation of farming on productive 
farmland, and offer more choices for investment in their retirement. The Development 
Guidelines for Rural Residential Development will also help ensure that conflicts 
between agricultural and nonagricultural development are minimized to preserve the 
farming tradition in the Town of  Reedsburg.   

Goals of Clustering 

° Preservation of prime agricultural lands and the picturesque rural countryside. 
° Promotion of orderly, economical, and diverse development. 
° Preservation and protection of natural, environmental, educational, cultural and 

historical values of the land. 
° Promotion of cooperation between agricultural and non-agricultural residents. 
° Promotion of long-range planning and alternative land use policies that are 

consistent with the Town’s current character. 
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Town of Reedsburg Comprehensive Plan Appendix F: Development Guidelines 

To be developed by the Town of Reedsburg Plan Commission…
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